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"Gbktlb" Beujbk — or, as prob&bly I may call you, 
" Brother Angler "—and you, too, gentlo or nngentle 
critic, as tbe case may be, please take tbe trouble to ran 
through these few introductory lines. Notbing ia more 
un^r to an author than to read or " dip into " his 
book before seeing what he has to say about it in his 
Preface. In this you will often find that he explains the 
scope and plan (or perhaps absence of plan) of his work, 
and tells bis readers what to expect and what not. Thus, 
to some extent he is able, by way of anticipation, to pro- 
tect himself t^inst unfair objections which might be 
alleged against his performance, and to escape the wrath 
of some readers who might be disappointed at not finding 
what they expected to find, and what the author never 
meant they should find. 

Let me, then, say a word or two by way of explanation 
in reference to these " Notes." They are not intended to 
form a book of methodical instniction for anglers ; nor do 
they pretend to be exhaustive of the subjects treated of. 
They are written on no very definite plan, though it will 
be seen that those which deal with the different fish con- 
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secutively run to some extent in the same groove, the 
observations on the nomenclature of our fish, their natural 
history, and their gastronomic merits and demerits, taking 
up a far larger space than the remarks bearing on their 
capture. This little volume is really an unambitious one, 
as I wish its title to imply. I might almost call it a simple 
selection of " Notes " from my commonplace book on 
angling, and from the enormous mass of piscine and pis- 
catorial memoranda and extracts which have gradually 
accumulated round me ; or a collection of " chit-chat " and 
" gossip " for anglers ; or, once again, a mere fa/rrago — 
or a "hodge-podge" — of more or less disjointed remarks on 
Fish and Fishing, the result of many years of observation, 
reading, and experience in reference to the " gentle art." 
If I may venture to say that my book has a special 
feature, that feature consists in the first four " Notes," 
the second of which, on the " Literatm-e of Fishing," deals 
more fully with a subject than I believe it has been dealt 
with before. Another feature is the introduction of a 
large number of quotations from and references to other 
' authors, ancient and modem. I had an idea that such 
quotations and references might be both interesting and 
useful to many of my readers. Let me add, that if in any 
case I have quoted the words of an author without dis- 
tinctly acknowledging my indebtedness, I trust the fact 
may be put down to inadvertence rather than design. 

But if this be all I have to say on behalf of my book, it 
may be asked, " What, then, is its raison d'etre ? " and 
" Why add another volume to the already heavily-laden 
shelves of angling literature f" I can only answer that 
it pleased me to write it, and an eminent firm of pub- 
lishers, whose house stands, appropriately enough in this 



instaDce, on the spot where old Isaak Walton lived for 
many yearSj to pnblieli it. Moreover, anglerB, both old 
and young, Beem ever ready for a new book on angling, 
whatever form it may assume; and I have been told or 
read that there are no less than 500 persons in the United 
Kingdom who make a practice of baying every fresh 
addition to the literature of fishing. Thus, to say the 
least of it, by producing this volume I am giving readers 
and collectors of angling books an opportunity of indulg- 
ing their rrapective &ncie8. 

I shall say no more in what may seem the direction of 
an apology for my book, for I do not feel that any apology 
is really needed. I will only add that I shall be quite 
satisfied if my readers and " brother anglers " receive a 
tithe of the pleasure in perusing these " Notes " which I 
have experienced in putting them together. Scrihere 
jussit amor, 

Avgast, 1877. 
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Claaaification of fish — Their Btroctnre— " Queer fish" — Hybridi— 
Senses of fiah : viBion, hearing, smelliDg, tasting — Du fish sleep P — 
Do fish feel pain P— Tenacity of life— Diseases of fish— Food and 
digestive powers — Ghange of colour Id fiih — Do fish talkP — Books 
on ichthjoh^y. 

Let me at the outset say that in these " Notes " I shall 
use the terms "Angler" and "Fisherman" as synony- 
mous, though I am quite aware that the former is the 
correct name to be applied to those who fish with luioks ; 
a-yKtov, "the elbow," Latin Angulna, which originally 
signified anything ien(, being probably the origin of 
the word, unless indeed we refer it to the German 
Anken, to fix, pierce, or to the Dutch Hanghen, to 
" hang." It is not, of coarse, necessary that an angler 
be a Zoologist, or even an Ichthyologist, to enjoy hia 
pursuit ; but the more he knows of and studies natural 
history the greater the pleasure will he get out of his 
angling excarsions. Certainly he shonld know something 
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2 KOTES ON FISH AND FISHING. 

of the natural History of the creatures which are the 
objects of his sport, as, indeed, should all sportsmen in 
their several departments, and not pursue their quarry 
as mere savages. He will be amply rewarded by his 
studies, which will show him that fish are really the most 
interesting of all the great Classes of the animal world, 
and still present the widest field for observation and 
investigation. . 

I am not, however, about to trouble my readers with 
any attempt at a learned discussion on ichthyology, or 
write a criticism on the scientific and unscientific Classifi- 
cations of fish from the time of Aristotle down to the 
naturalists of the present day. Let Gesner, Boffon, 
Linnfflus, Cuvier, Huxley, Owen, and a host of other 
learned authors be read by angler-naturalists as they 
have leisure ; but suffice it for our present purpose to say 
that Fish belong to the great Yertehrate division of the 
Animal Kingdom as opposed to the Invertebrate, and that 
they are one of its great Classes, whether we take the 
Six Classes of LinnEeus, the' Mammalia, Birds, Reptiles, 
Ashes, Insects, and Worms, or the nine or more classes 
of other naturalists. The Orders and Sub-orders, Families 
and Sub-families, Sections and Sab-sections, into which 
fish have been divided and subdivided, are almost . as 
numerous as the Chapters with their Sections and Sub- 
sections to which Burton, that most wondrous of " book- 
makers," has treated his readers in his Anatomy of 
Melancholy. Various too have been the principles on 
fish have been divided and subdivided. Professor 
I believe, has classified them according to their 
or, to speak more scientifically, their "osseous 
ire;" while another and most interesting priu- 
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ciple of classification is that adopted by M, A^assiz, who 
divides them ioto Four Classes according to the forma- 
tion of their Scales, thus — 1. The PUcoid, or flat-scaled 
(from the Greek vXaieovt, a flat cake) ; 2. the Ganoid, 
or polished-scaled (from the Greek favito, to polish) ; 
3. tiie Ctenoid, or tooth-scaled (from the Greek tcrev:, 
a comb) ; 4. the Cycloid, or circular-scaled (from the 
Greek kvkXo?, a circle). To the first, or Placoid class, 
belong sharks, dog-fish, skates, and other cartilaginoQs 
fish, or fish without real bones; to the second, or Gauoid 
class, belong the sturgeon, who is also cartilaginons 
but "armour-plated" with bony plates, and many fish 
now only known to us in their fossil state. To the 
third, or Ctenoid class, belong perch, pope or rufl", and 
pike; and to the fourth, or Cycloid class, carp, salmon, 
eels, and most of onr edible fresh aijd salt-water fish. 
Many valuable characteristics of fish have been ascer- 
tained from the formations of their Scales, as also from 
the disposition of the Teeth, which are respectively 
situate upon the jaws, palate, tongue, and throat, 
and severally constructed for prehension, cutting, or 
crashing, thus indicating the character of food mostly 
taken by the several species. The age of fish may also 
be ascertained from their scales when examined under a 
strong microscope. 

For the purpose of angler- naturalists who do not care 
to go very deeply into ichthyology it wiU suffice to divide 
fish into the two great Orders of Acanthopterygii and 
Malaco^ierygii, which (derived from Greek words) re- 
spectively signify " Spiny or prickly- finned " and " Soft- 
finned" fish. Of the diSerent fish with which I deal in 
these "Notes," the perch, the rufE, the bull-head, and the 
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4 NOTES ON FISH AJJD FISHING. 

Btickleback belong to the first- named class, aa " prickular " 
demonstration of ten brings home to the incautious angler; 
Trhile to the " Soft-finned " tribe, which may be handled 
with impunity, at least aa regards their fins, belong the 
carp and all other fish I treat of, with the exception of 
the lamperuj which belongs to the Plectognathi order (so 
named from the arrangement of the maxillary bones) ; 
and the crayfish, which is, strictly speaking, no fish at 
all, bat an Invertebrate animal, and a member of the great 
Class called " Crustacea." But under the two chief Orders 
above-named we must, for perspicuity sake, and at the 
same time to add to our interest in our captures, range 
the respective " Families " of fish. These are many, but 
Four only need concern us here, namely, the PerctdcK 
family, which, of course, ia represented by our perch; 
the SalmonidcB, by trout and grayling; the Eaoddae, 
by pike ; while the CypiintdcB, or carp family, comprises 
the great bulk of oar fresh-water fish, viz. the common 
carp, barbel, bream, tench, roach, dace, chub, gudgeon, 
bleak, and minnow. 

The Structure of fish and their animal organization 
present almost endless subjects of interest and admira- 
tion. Though they live in the water, yet atmospheric 
air (oxygen) is equally the pabulum vUce of fish and 
fishermen. Just as our warm red blood is purified and 
restored in its vital and arterial qualities by air passiug 
through our lungs, so is the cold red blood of fish by 
passing through their gills; and as by the process of 
breathing we extract the oxygen and bo vitiate the air, 
in like manner do fish taking the water in at their mouths 
extract from it the air held in suspension, and pass it out 
under the gill-covers in a vitiated state. A man sub- 
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ICHTHYOLOGY. O 

merged m water cannot extract airenongh from it; a fiali 
anbmei^ed in distilled water, which is water minus air, 
can get none at all, and the result is the same in both 
cases ; and as most anglers know, or shonld know, a fish 
drawn down stream is simply drowned because the water 
is thus prevented entering its mouth in the usual way and 
escaping through the gill-covers. For the same reason 
fish making their way down stream for any distance travel, 
for the most part, tail first, at least so I have heard and 
read. An angler, therefore, when in combat with a big fish 
need not fear being laughed at as being 

" Like tho«e sages tbnt would drown a fish." 
The " migratory" fish of India, i.e. fish which travel over- 
land from tanks and rivers, when drying up, in search of 
more suitable lodgings, illustrate the fact that fiah to a 
great extent live by air. These fish will remain out of 
water some days, the little sponge-like structure in each 
cheek holding enough moisture to enable them to exist for 
this time out of their natural element ; and we know that 
fish kept in wet moss will live for a very considerable 
period. How wonderfully are the Gills (IranchUB) of fish 
constructed t They are formed of numerous arches, bor- 
dered by a kind of fringe, which, when examined through 
a microscope, is seen to be covered by a velvet-like mem- 
brane, over which myriads of minute blood-vessels are 
spread, finer than the most delicate network. Over these 
the current of water equally flows, and the air is taken up 
by the blood, which is sent to the gills from the heart, 
distributed throughout the body, by means of arteries, 
and returned by the veins to the heart again. Thus, in an- 
swer to the 3rd Fisherman in Pericles, who said, " Master, 
I marvel how the fishes Uve in the sea," the 1st Fisherman 
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b KOTES ON HSH AND FISHING. 

might have confiiied his reply to the words, "Why, aa 
men do on land," without the addiiionj " the great ones 
eat up the little ones." 

How admirably, too, are fish formed I Their elongate, 
oval, compressed configuration, and their smooth covering 
suiting them exactly to the element in which they live 
and move j while from a continuons series of scales, marked 
bywhat is called the "lateral line" (visible on almost every 
fish from its gill-covers to its tail], and pierced with a tube 
near their centre, a slimy, glutinous matter, secreted by 
glands beneath, is exuded, which not only preserves the 
surface of the body from the action of the water, but also 
decreases the friction, as does the composition laid on the 
bottom of a racing boat. 

Nor less suited to their purposes are, the various Fins of 
fish, of which, by the way, the angler should know the 
proper names. There are the two Pectoral, or breast fins, 
which may be called the fore legs of a fish ; the one or two 
Dorsal, or back fins ; the Ventral, or belly fins j the Anal 
fin, between the belly fins and the tail; and the Caudal 
fin, the tail itself. The last-mentioned gives them their 
chief means of propulsion; the dorsui and analSna effect 
their lateral movements ; elevation and depression are pro- 
moted by the pectoral ; and quiescent suspension by the 
ventral fins ; though the " air," or " swimming bladder," 
a membranous pouch situated close under the spine, and 
capable of compression or expansion according to the will 
of the fish, is their chief means of raising or depressing 
themselves without any apparent use of the fins at all. 

The Strength of fish is very great ; and I do not think 
I am wrong in saying that they are, for their size, the 
strongest of all Vertebrate animals. If I remember rightly, 
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Professor James Bennie has a cluster, illustrated with 
diagrams, on the " Strengtli of Fish/' io hia Alphabet 
of Sden-tific Angling. A screw propeller of a modem iron- 
clad is but a toy compared with the caudal fin of some 
fish, say of the barbel. The Fecundity offish, their habits 
of Spawning, and the laws which inBuence them, are 
again almost inexhaustible topics of interest 

For theirwondrons construction, and adaptation to their 
conditions of existence, fish, as I have already intimated, 
are in my opinion the most interesting creatures in the 
animal world, and by no means the least beautiful. For 
beauty of symmetry and colouring several of our British 
fresh'Water fish are conspicuous, while we are not troubled 
by those strange and hideous monstrosities found in other 
waters. Nor, a^in, can we boast many " queer" fish, such - 
as the " flour fish" o£ China, with its black eyes ; or the 
strange variety of carpg which have been produced by " cul- 
ture" in the " Flowery Land," in the shape of gold fish with 
tails manifold, and other abnormal developments ; or the 
"crying fish" of that same wonderful country, and'the 
"swimming cow," or "tree-climbing perch" [Anaiaa 
Scandens — why have naturalists given this fish two names, 
one from the Greek the other from the Latin, both meaning 
the same thing — "a getting up stairs" ?), or the curious 
fish of Guiana, " with four eyes, two on each side, one pair 
of wMch it keeps above and the other below the water as 
it swims;" or Siamese-twin fish, a specimen of which is 
recorded to have been caught in Canadian waters in 1 833 ; 
but we have the " Croaking Trout" of the Carraclwddy 
pools in Wales, which certainly do utter something like a 
"croak" when taken, a peculiarity accounted for by some 
aa the effects of their bewitchment by the monks of Strata 
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Florida Abbey, and by otbers as an attempt on tbe part 
of the poor captives to utter their complaints in the Welsh 
lang^uage. We have, too — or perhaps I had better say we 
had, if an old writer is to be credited — "fish without fina" 
in Longh Loman, and oue-eyed tish in some of the Carnar- 
vonshire lakes, and a peculiar " blue roach " is to be found 
in a pond on the Dartford marBhes in Kent. I know we 
have blind fish, for I have seen them ; but then they had 
for a long time been excluded from daylight in an under- 
gronnd reservoir of one of the London Water Companies, 
which shall be nameless. 

We probably also have some veritable Hybrids, crosses 
between carp and roach, and bream and roach, but I will 
not commit myself on this point, as I believe that most 
English naturalists hold that there is no such thing as a 
hybrid among fish. Continental naturalists, on the other 
hand, maintain that hybrids do exist, and point to a fish 
which is found in the fresh waters of Eastern Europe, and 
appears to be an intermediate between the common perch 
and the pike-perch {Ludoperca) ; and also among sea-fish 
to the intermediate between the two most common kinds 
of sea-perch, and to the hybrids between the plaice and 
the flounder. Professor von Siebold of Munich, a great 
authority, in his Fresh-water Fishes of Central Furore, 
names no less than five hybrids connected with the Gyprt' 
nicUe family; one between the common and the Crucian 
carp, another between the bream and some white fish 
{Leudseus), a third between the bream and roach, a fourth 
between the bleak and German chub, which is closely 
allied to our chub, and the fifth between two fish of the 
Gyfrinidte family, but unknown in our waters. Some 
years ago experiments by the Eev. Augustus Morgan, of 
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IVfacken, seemed to show conclasirely that the sea-trout 
(Salmo Eriox) and the common trout {Saimo Fario) will 
produce a veritable hybrid. Mr. Backland, I believe, in 
the year 1864, crossed the eggs of a salmon and common 
trout, but failed to hatch them. Here then, again, ia a 
wide question still open; and I will only add that if there 
are no such things as hybrid fish, it ia moat strange ; as 
fish have certainly more favourable conditions for hybrid- 
izing than birds, which undoubtedly do produce hybrida. 
But for real momtra inforniia ingentia we must look to 
the sea ; as also for the strange forms of fish which have 
such wonderful resemblance to both animate and iuauimate 
things on land, and which are thns spoken of in a " Con- 
templation" in " divine Du Bartaa : " — 

" Ood qaickea'd ia the aea aad in tbe rirers, 
So tasiay fiabes of so many features, 
Tbat in tbe waUTS we maj see all creatures, 
EreD all that in the earth are to bs found, 
As if the world were in deep waters dvonii'd. 
For Beaa, ia well as skies, bave sun, moon, stars, 
Aa well as air — swallows, rooks, and staiea; 
As well as earth — vines, roses, nettles, melons, 
Mushrooms, pinks, gilliflowers, and man; millions 
Of otber plants, more rare, more strange than these. 
As very lishes living in the seas ; 
As also rams, calves, horses, hares, and bogs, 
Wotvea, urchins, lions, elephants, and dogs ; 
Yea, men and maids ; and whicb I moat admire, 
Tbe mitred bishop and the cowled friar; 
Of which examples but a few jears since 
Were shown the Norway and Polonian Prince." 

And probably the sea has still in it as many strange 
fish as ever came out of ib, perhaps more strange and 
wonderful than even Piscator mentioned ia bia defence of 
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fishing in Izaak Walton's " First Day." We have, 
within the last few years, fairly "spotted" the sea- 
serpent; and, within a day or two of my inditing this 
note, a notice has appeared in one of our daily newspapers 
of a veritable merman or man-fish having been distinctly 
seen by the crews of two ships in different waters, only a 
week or so ago ; not the traditional mermaid exactly, 
mulier formosa supeme who desinit in piscem, but a 
merman, with fine beard and whiskers, though " with 
slender waist as of a boy of fourteen," ending en regie, 
with " a large forked tail," Dr. Mayer assures us that 
in 1403 A.D., a mermaid was cast ashore near Haar- 
lem, who was fed on bread and milk, taught to spin, 
and wore clothes " like any Christian." And as a Chris- 
tian she was treated after death, for she was buried in a 
consecrated churchyard, having learnt to make the sign 
of the cross, though her attempts at speech were not very 
successful. In 1610 Captain Waithburn is recorded to 
have seen a mermaid in St. John's Harbour, Newfound- 
land, who tried to get into his boat, and was only pre- 
vented from so doing by one of the men striking her 
moat ungallantly with an oar. Now, however, after a 
long interval of disappearance, and in this prosaic latter 
h.il£ of the nineteenth century, we have the classic merman 
tribe coming to the fore again. What a fortune for 
a public aquarium, if a member of it could be safely 
" tanked " ! 

But this is a digression from serious ichthyology. 
There are many questions most interesting to the angler 
as well as the ichthyologist in connexion with the Senses 
of fish. There is that of the Vision of fish ; one on which 
both anglers and naturalists seem to differ, some affirm- 
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ing that the vision of fish iB very perrect, others the 
contrary. The eye, as Pal^ has pointed out in hia 
Natural Theology, is in its structure well adapted to the 
element in which the fish lives; but it saggests that fish 
as a class are near-sighted, and that their vision is con- 
siderably impeded by its being covered by the common 
skin of the head, in order to defend the eyeball, fish, as is 
well known, having no eyelids, Stoddart, in his Scottwb 
Angler, goes so far as to say that a trout " is a remarkably 
near-sighted fish, and cannot behold any object distinctly 
however large, unless within the range of eight or ten 
yttrda." From this remark, which, by the way, if true of 
the trout, is true of most other fish, anglers might come 
to the conclusion that it matters little whether they show 
themselves or not, and that a great deal too much fuss is 
made about the colour and size of flies; while, per contra, 
it might be argued that on account of this very defective- 
ness of vision it is all the more necessary to imitate 
nature as closely as possible with artificial flies, and that 
a shadow cast upon the waters, or a form presented which 
cannot be understood, has all the greater terror. Stewart, 
however, in his Practical Angler, says that " of all senses 
the trout possesses, that of sight is the most perfect, and 
is the one which most affects the angler in pursuit of his 
vocation." Ronald, in his FlyJUher's Entomology, takes 
much the same view, and if his theory of " optical refrac- 
tion," whereby, as he shows in a diagram, the fisherman 
is "projected" high up in the air above the fish, is 
correct, the wonder is how we ever get near a trout at all. 
We see here, then, how, on this one single question, 
" doctors differ," and how wide a field is still open for 
experiment and observation. I will only add that the 
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majority of practical anglers feel a very strong convictioa 
that fiBb, and especially trout, have a very keen vision ; 
and we must Qot forget that trout are able to distiuguiBh a 
fly long after evening has shaded off into night. 

There seems to be a similar diSerence of opinion among 
men of leuraing and men of practice in reference to the 
Hearing of fish, Cuvier says of fish, "Living in the 
realms of silence, hearing would be of little use j con- 
sequently their ear is reduced to its simplest form, en- 
closed in the bony walls of the head, deprived of external 
auricle and internal cochlea, which must prevent them 
from being aware of any variety of sound." Mr. Ronald, 
who had aa observatory built on the banks of a trout 
stream for the purpose of noting the habits of the fish, says 
that repeated experiments of firing guns near trout when 
only a few inches under water had no effect on them, and 
therefore comes to the conclusion that anglers need not 
fear indulging in friendly chat and merry laugh. To him 
agrees Stewart, and also Stoddart, who says, " They have 
no sense of hearing whatsoever." P«r contra, not a few 
good naturalists maintain that fish have an acute sense of 
hearing. Professor Wilson, for instance, and John Hunter, 
the physiologist ; the latter of whom says that fish are 
visibly affected by the firing of a gun — a remark also 
made by Jesse, in Gleanings in Natural History. It 
seems also to be an established fact that fish in a pond 
may be trained to come to a person when called by the 
sound of a bell, or of music, or of the human voice. 
Probably the solution of the question lies in the theory of 
vibration — though of course all hearing is by vibra- 
tion — or as perhaps it might unscientifically be called, 
"concussion." Water is said to be a good conductor of 
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Boand — though here I fancy there is some confusion as 
to the difference of aonnd being conducted over water and 
through water — and hence fish get the benefit of it. Bat 
here again, I am confronted with the undoubted fact that 
troot have little perception of sound, as the iron-shod 
solea of the anglers' wading boots " scrunch " over the 
rocks and gravel, and any one who has tried the experi- 
ment of dropping au iron chain into a river or pond, knows 
that very little sound above is produced by its falling on 
the stony bottom ; and thns, in one sense, it would seem 
that water is a bad conductor of sound. But another 
fact tells strongly the other way; only here noise is 
made above and not under the water. It is the fact 
that a smart stamp of the foot on the floor of a punt 
will cause small fish to leap out of the water in all 
directions many yards distant. I have tried the ex- 
periment in the Thames many times when there has 
been little or no ripple on some broad part of the river, 
and I have seen small fish leap out as far distant as thirty 
to forty yards from my punt. Professor Wilson, who 
contributes a chapter on the " Physiology of Fish," to 
"Ephemera's" Handbook of Angliiig, after remarking 
that the ear of a fish, as contrasted with that of a land 
animal, " is adapted to the rude oscillations of a denser 
element," says, "fishes must therefore hear with tole- 
rable acuteness, particularly such sounds as occasion a 
vibration of the element in which they reside, for example, 
an approaching footstep." I shall certainly not commit 
myself to any strong expression of opinion on this "hear- 
ing " question ; but I will venture to give this safe advice 
to anglers, namely, that though it may not be necessary 
to be as dumb as members of a Quakers' meeting, it is as 
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well to give fisli the credit of hearing, or sometliing 
equiralent to hearing, in some way or other, as well as 
of seeing. Perhaps the discovery that the swimming 
bludder is physically connected with the ears, or so-called 
ears of fish, may help towards the solntion of this point. 

Cognate to those just allnded to is the further question, , 
whether fish are gifted to any considerable extent with 
the senses of Smell and Taste. The anatomy of a fish 
shows that the nerres of smell are comparatively large^ 
but several naturalists of mark argue that, from the struc- 
ture of the nostril and the want of an aerial mediam, fish 
cannot smell at all, and that the nostrils perform a fnnc- 
tion similarto taste. Stoddart says of trout, that through, 
their power of smell they " discern their food at a singular 
distance, and will track it, like the sleuth, for many yards." 
So says an eminent French naturalist. Mr. Bom^d, 
above alluded to, made many experiments from his obser- 
vatory to test the taste of trout, but confesses that the 
subject is one of great difficulty. He used to blow them 
various kinds of food through tubes, and the fact that; 
they took dead house-flies when plastered with cayenne 
and mustard, seems more than any other to have led him 
to conclude, that " if the animal had taste, his palate was 
not peculiarly sensitive." Sir Humphry Davy, in his 
Salmonia, says, "The principal use of the nostrOs iu 
fishes, I believe, is to assist in the propulsion of water 
through the gills, for performing the office of respiration ; 
but I think there are some nerves in these oi^ans which 
give fishes a sense of the qualities of water, or of sub- 
stances dissolved in or difi'used through it, similar to oup 
sense of smell, or perhaps, rather, our sense of taste j for 
there can be no doubt that fishes are attracted by scented 
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worms, which are sometimea used by anglers that employ 
gronud-baits." Possibly the oi^an of taste in fish, if 
taste they have, does not reside in the mouth. However, 
that they have some considerable faculties of taste or 
smell, or of both combined, is pretty evident from the 
fact that they are attracted by chemically flavoured 
pastes and oils. Our forefathers, anglers and naturalists, 
doubtless talked a great deal of nonsense on this point, 
bat the main fact cannot be denied. Trout are attracted 
long distances by ealmoa roe prepared in a certain manner. 
The fact that trout and perch will sometimes take an arti- 
ficial worm made, say, of india-rubber, may be used as an 
argument on both sides of this question ; for, on the one 
hand, it may be argued that they have little taste or 
smell to take such a thing into their mouths, while on the 
other, the fact may bo adduced that they immediately eject, 
or try to eject, the treacherous bait thus taken. 

Do Fish Sleep ? — It may be presumed to start with, 
that they do ; otherwise they would form an exception to 
all other Verfe])rate animals. I need hardly say that the 
fact of their having no eyelitls to close would be no bar 
even to profound sleep. Many human beings sleep with 
one eye or both eyes open, or partially so — notably infants ; 
and hares are credited with sleeping with both eyes wide 
open, though I cannot vouch for the truth of the asser- 
tion. We may conclude, perhaps, that fish, if they require 
sleep at all, do not require so much as land animals, which 
are greater consumers of oxygen, and at the same time 
have less nerve and muscle in proportion than fish. The 
physiological cause of, and necessity for, sleep in land 
animals is the enfeebling of the heart and lungs by volun- 
tary action. A suspension of voluntai-y action brings 



16 KOTES ON FISH AND FI8HIN0. 

about a reouperabion of the vital powers. Tbe conditions 
of existence in fish are not bo very diasimilar from those 
of land animals, and thongh their greater muscular 
strength and greater ease in using it may, as I have said, 
enable them to dispense with prolonged sleep, they pro- 
bably could not do without it altogether. It may, how- 
ever, be suggested that fish in very rapid streams, trout) 
especially, must expend a very great amount of strength in 
order to " keep their place ; " and a big trout, we know, will 
keep his place almost to an inch for a whole season if not 
disturbed. But a counter-suggestion may be made to the 
eflFect, that at night fish may seek the comparatively quiet 
parts of rivers, " nooks and comers," for sleeping pur- 
poses. Still, even in this case, the difficulty occurs as to 
their being able to really sleep, as it would seem impos- 
sible that volnntary action could be altogether suspended. 
Query — Do they swim in their sleep, as somnambulists 
walk in their sleep ? Of course the case is different in 
perfectly still waters. But as to the fact whether they 
sleep or not by night, or whether they take an occasional 
nap or siesta by day — what Is the evidence ? No one, as 
the proverb suggests, ever *' caught a weasel asleep," and 
I do not know of any one who ever caught a fish asleep. A 
friend of mine, a good angler and ardent naturalist, 
adduces as evidence of fish sleeping the fact, which he 
says he has established by experiment and observation — 
viz. that for about six hours during the night in winter, 
and about two in summer, no sound of fish moving is to 
be heard, and none are to be taken by any bait, with the 
exception of eels, which are clearly nocturnal in their 
habits. He says also that he has constantly taken chub 
with a white moth all through the early part of a summer's 
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night, but that the fish have suddenly ceased rising jast 
two hours before dawn, and hare remained quiescent until 
d&wn had quite broken. Perhaps- further light might be 
thrown on this topic by the careful observation of fish in 
tanks. 

" Do Fish feel Pain ? " b a question which moat often 
suggest itself to the angler, and many must have often 
wished that they could unhesitatingly answer it in the 
negative. I think they may do so. Mr, Cholmondeley 
Pennell, as learned a naturalist as he is an accomplished 
angler, in a pamphlet published a few years ago, amply 
demonstrated that fish do not feel pain, at least in the 
same manner, and certainly not anything like to the same 
degree, aa warm-blooded land animals. A frog, which 
is a cold-blooded animal, evidently feels little or no pain, 
do what you will with him. Yon may open him, and 
inspect the action of his heart, and when released he will 
hop away apparently as happy aa ever. You may vivisect 
him in almost any way you like, and he seems not a bit 
the worse for it than was the Jackdaw of Rheims for the 
shower of eccleeiasticfd curses. Fish certainly seem to 
feel no pain from hooks stuck in their mouths. Trout are 
often taken with artificial, flies attached to them, and a 
jact, after being hooked and played and lost, will take a 
bait again the same day. I have had instances of both 
happen to me. In fishing Mr. Abel Smith's water, near 
Hertford, a few years 4go, I lost a trout of about 21b3. at 
one of the waterfalls, and I took him with my fiy in his 
mouth about four hours afterwards ; and a similar occur- 
rence happened in the case of a jack of 41bs., when I was 
fishing the water near Mr. Ward's mill, at Stanwell, 
Middlesex. It is all very pretty, but it is not true, that 
c 
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" The poor beetle which we tread upon, 
In corporal suBeraooe feels a pang 
As great as when a giant dies." 

The lower the animal organization the less sensibilitj to 
pain. 

What may be the mental sensations of a fish when 
hooked and when being played, or when deposited in 
the well of a punt, is another matter. Of conrse, in a 
certain sense, it is "as bad to be killed as frightened to 
death," and doubtless, under the abore-named conditions, 
a fish has a bad time of it; but I think an angler, if ever 
prosecuted by the Koyal Society for the Prevention of 
Cmelty to Animals, would escape conviction, on the 
ground that it cannot be shown that fish feel pain. But 
even supposing they do, and that their mental sensations 
are of a particularly unpleasant character when brought 
into contact with the angler, I shall cut the matter short 
by boldly saying that, in my opinion, .the angler is quite 
justified in inflicting this cruelty (if it pleases any one so 
to term it) in the pursuit of sport. I hold that when man 
was given dominion over the fish of the sea, the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth, he had authority given him to utilize them in 
any and every way for his benefit, and not merely for the 
purposes of food. He utilizes certain animals for bis 
benefit by employing them for draught purposes, though, 
of course, he could carry and drag his own burdens. la 
fact he utilizes them for his own comfort and pleasure. la 
like manner he utilizes other animals for his pleasure in 
the way of sport — in hunting, and shooting, and fishing. 
Field sports conduce to bis pleasure, and eveu to hia well- 
being, calculated as they are to develope the nwns sana in 
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corpore sano, especially when hia life 13 sarroanded by 
mftoy of the debilitating accessories of civilization, or for 
the most part spent in sedentary or mentally exbanstinjf 
occnpations. I bold, therefore, that the angler is jastified 
in dealing with fish as he does, and that no fair charge of 
cmelty lies against him, unless he exercises unnecessary 
crnelty. Recently Lord Justice Kelly, in an appeal case 
in reference to cock " dubbing," laid it down that, " in 
his opinion, any act which caused an animal pain, and 
was not absolutely necessary for the future well-being 
of that animal, constitnted cruelty within the meaning 
of the Act," i.e. Martin's Act, as it is called. If the 
learned Judge's definition and ruling is to stand, it 
may be well for a moment to contemplate the result. Of 
coarse, it would at once settle the vivisection question, 
i.e. unless the Vivisection Act overrules it; hunting, shoot- 
ing, and fishing (presuming for a moment that fish feel 
pain) could at once be stopped by the prosecotion of 
eportsmeu ; terriers' ears must be cropped no longer, or, 
more strictly speaking, no shorter; horses, mules, and 
donkeys must not be broken in for draught or saddle 
purposes or circnses ; lambs' tails must not be cub; and 
BO forth ad infinitum, because these pursuits and practices 
are " not absolutely necessary for the future welfare " of 
the animals affected by them. What may be the sensa- 
tions offish in dying a lingering death when taken from 
the water, of course we cannot tell. They certainly can- 
not be pleasant, and therefore the thoughtful angler, 
when he does not wish to preserve his fish alive for any 
particular purpose, vrill give them a tap on the top of the 
head directly on landing them. By the way, how strange 
it is that Mr. Freeman, who declaims so acridly against 
c 2 
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hunting and Bhooting, has nothing to say against fishing ( 
Perhaps it is one of the "eins he is inclined to." 

And this leads me to make a remark or two on the 
Tenacity of Life in Fish. " What is life ? " is a puzzling 
question in reference to all animals, but especially so as 
regards fiah. Where does it reside — what is its seat in 
fish ? " In the heart or in the head ? " or where ? This 
is a matter couceraing which physiologists and ichthyo- 
logists have much to investigate. Here is one instance 
oat of many which might be adduced of the tenacity of 
life in fish — in this case in perch. Last year I caught 
half a dozen of these fish at Maidenhead, ranging from 
\ lb. to 2 lbs. On getting ashore in the evening my fisher- 
man, following my directions, took them from the punt 
well, gave each one a sharp rap on the head, as is usual, 
with the thick handle of his well-net, scaled them from 
head to tail, cut them open from one end of the belly to 
the other, and thoroughly cleared them of their g^lls and 
every part of their viscera. They were then put in a fish- 
basket, which, when I got into the train at Taplow station, 
was placed in the netting above my head. When I was 
about half-way on my road back to London I heard and 
saw a movement in the basket. I opened it and found 
the perch alive, and one which I took in my hand 
struggled like a fish which had only been a short time out 
of the water. I made some remark about " muscular con- 
traction," and closed the basket. When I got home, 
about two hours and a half after the fish had been 
killed, three of them were still alive — acaielesa, gilless, 
bowellesa ! The section of an eel waltzing in a frying- 
pan hardly eclipses this. In a number of Hardivicke's 
Science Gossip, about twelve years ago, there was a 
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detailed account of tKe microscopical exatnination of the 
ewimming bladders of some perch which had been dead 
fifteen hoars. In the hlood-ressels interlacing them the 
blood corpuscles were observed to be still in active circu- 
lation. Probably the chief seat of life in a 6sh is in the 
spinal cord. In connexion with the tenacity of life in fish 
is their power of preserving vitality under other "un- 
&voarable"circumstaQceath&nthoBe I have just mentioned. 
Sir John Fraukliu discovered fish perfectly frozen, but 
afterwards capable of resuscitation, a fact which has since 
been illustrated on many occasions. This peculiarity is, I 
believe, confined to cold-blooded animals ; for they alone 
can preserve vitality for any lengthened period in a 
frozen condition. It was, however, but a few days ago 
that I read in the newspapers {and, of course, all we read 
in the papers must be true),anaccDuat of amauinCanada 
being frozen into a solid mass, and brought home for dead 
some three or fonr days afterwards. His cofi&n was made 
ready for him, but griidually the warmth of the domestic 
hearth thawed him, and he soon got up and went about 
his business. Fish in India and Ceylon live in the mud 
of the tanks, though the top becomes thoroughly baked 
and hardens after the water has been drawn off for many 
weeks, and the natives consequently do their angling 
with spades. Several of our own fish will live buried in 
mud for a considerable time, and probably some of them 
hybernate in this way for a longer or shorter period; but 
this is another point which requires further investigation. 
But whatever be the principle or seat of life in fish, and 
whatever be their tenacity of life, certain it is that at last 
they go the way of all fiesh, and like "golden lads and 
girls " and " chimney>5weeper5 come to dust," or some- 
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thing eqnivalent to it. And this ia brought about by 
disease and the legitimate wiles of anglera and the illegi- 
timate wiles of poachers. The Diseases of Fish offer too 
wide a field for me more than cursorily to allude to them 
here. Like the poor bull in Virgil'a Georgics, they suffer 
many bodily ailments, though they " play no tricks " with 
their bodies, as we civilized men and women do. They 
are victims especially to internal and external parasites, 
the former afflicting them most. Of the internal para- 
sites, nearly all those found in the intestines of fish are only 
in the first stage of their life-cycle, which is not fully de- 
veloped until they have passed into the bodies of birds 
or quadrupeds, and in some cases into the human system 
itself. Dr. Cobbold, in the Synopsis of Ike Vistomidce, 
says that of the 344 species of " fluke " (or irematoda), 
no less than 126 are found in fish, and that this species 
of entozoa are "particularly plentiful in the Btickleback, 
minnow, tench, perch, pope, trout, salmon, and still more 
abundant in pike, barbel, and bream." The gyradactyl-us 
elegans attaches itself to the gills and fins of the last- 
named fish; anguilluUdw, of the order of Sematoda, or 
round worms, are found in nearly all fresh- water fish: 
the "'thorn-headed " worms are the special bane of roach, 
and to be afflicted with EchinorhynchidcE, as roach and 
trout are, to the wasting of their poor bodies, sonnds as 
terrible an aflSiction as Elephantiasis in the human being. 
The Ceatoda, or tapeworm, is another most common para- 
site in the intestines of our fresh-water fish, and some- 
tiroes creatures of this species when measured are found 
as long as the fish from which they are taken. Then 
again there is Ligala dignwmma, which afflicts many fish, 
especially barbel, and renders their blood nearly colour- 
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less, the fins pallid, and the eye abDOrmally yellow, while 
a malignant pustule often shows itself beneath the 
scales, which gradually drop oS. Epidemics, too, of 
Tarious types, from time to time break out among fish in 
different waters. Some years ago a disease appeared 
among the grayling in the river Itchen, and hundreds 
died, rising to the top of the water, aa if poisoned by coc- 
cuius indicus. Last summer a kind of " scarlet fever " 
manifested itself among eels, at least so said the natu- 
ralists. For some weeks after the opening of the West- 
minster Aquarium many species of fresh- water fish were 
afflicted with a kind of fungoid growth over their whole 
bodies, and there was a great mortality among the deni- 
zens of the tanks. The hardness of the water had pro- 
bably something to do with this, and it probably also is 
the canse of the same or a similar disease among fiah in 
private aquaria. Fish thus affected may be successfully 
treated by a solution of bichloride of mercury, say 18 grs. 
to 6 oz. of water. Take the fish and first rub off the fungus 
with a brush or cloth or fingers, and then, with a cameFs- 
hair brush, paint the affected parts of the body with the 
solution. All this can be done in a few seconds, and one 
application will generally be found sufficient. The water, 
however, of the aquarium should be changed daily for some 
time. It is hardly necessary to add that fish are very sen- 
sitive to the poisonous refuse of mines and chemical works, 
and sad havoc has been played in more than one river of 
late years by this abomination: and it is evident that the last 
Act of Parliament in reference to the Pollution.of Rivers 
requires considerable amendment before it will efficiently 
protect fishfrom what is really most wanton destruction. 
Fish are also very susceptible to magnetic infiuences 
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and violent concussions, which will frequently destroy 
them in large nombers. To one of these causes may 
probably be attributed the destruction of tons of fish on 
the shores of America in the spring of 1877, the outburst 
of a subterranean volcano, or subterranean earthquake, 
being a sutScient reason for the phenomenon. In the 
reign of Charles X., an explosion of gunpowder on the 
banks of the Seine destroyed quantities of fish for a long 
way up and down the river ; and we know that rascally 
poachers in the north and other parts of the kingdom 
now employ dynamite in their nefarious pursuits, showing 
that a violent concussion of the water (and perhaps in 
some cases, compression) is "death to the fish." What 
will happen in the case of a great war in which torpedoes 
are freely used is something terrible to contemplate in 
connexion with the poor fish, and it is to be hoped, if 
only on their account, the Anti-Torpedo Society just 
established will get this instrument of war abolished from 
the " civilized " list of lawful " engines." 

This is what Gilbert White, in his most pleasant 

Natural History of Selbome, says of the Death of Fish, 

" As soon as the creature sickens, the head sinks lower 

and lower, and it stands as it were on its head ; till, 

getting weaker and losing all power, the tail turns over, 

and at last it floats on the surface of the water with its 

belly uppermost. The reason why fishes, when dead, 

swim in that manner, is very obvious : because when tho 

no longer balanced by the fins of the belly, the 

anscular back preponderates by its own gravity, 

ne the belly nppermost, as lighter, from its being 

', and because it contains the swimming-bladders, 

«ntribute to render it buoywit." 
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There are other qnestioD8 connected with the economy 
of fish hardly less interesting than those already men- 
tioned. For instance, those connected with the Food and 
Digestive powers of Fish. It might eeem that fish are 
able to live without taking any other food than that which 
they extract from the water which passes in at their 
months. A herring has, or seems to have, no food in its 
stomach whenever or wherever it is caught; and nothing 
bat " a sort of yellow fluid " is ever found in the stomach 
of a salmon ; while gold-fish will not only live for months, 
bat increase visibly in size without having positive food 
given them. Probably fish are able to extract mnch 
more nutriment from the water and from the air in the 
water than at first might be thought possible ; and there 
can be little doubt but that, like several cold-blooded 
creatures, snakes and frogs to wit, they can endure long 
periods of fastiug. Still, as a matter of fact, they do eat ; 
and that most voraoiously at times, as any one may see 
by opening the miscellaneous larder of a jack, or an 
aldermanic trout when gorged with the tender may-fly ; 
and though gold-fish will live very long without food, they 
most greedily devour crumbs of bread, and worms when 
given to them. That the digestion of fish is very quick 
is shown by the fact that solid food is reduced to a pulp 
very Boon after being taken ; and certain it is that the 
gastric juice is most powerful in many fish, particularly 
80 in the jack, who can digest a gorge-hook with its lead 
within a few days ; and it has been proved by experiment 
that eels, carp, bream, and other fish can digest food 
given to them in metal tubes. This is very strange; 
inasmuch as the general law seems to be that rapidity of 
digestion depends in a great measnre upon the degree of 
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heat in any animal body ; and the natural heat of fish is 
very low. Here, then, I will leave this point ; and my 
readers will again notice that I leave it, as I have left 
others, without any special expression of my own opinion ; 
my object being rather to show how many interesting 
questions there are in connexion with ichthyology, and 
the almost endless field of study it still offers us. 

Several fish, I mean fish of the Bame species, exhibit a 
diversity and change of Colouring, dependent on the 
different seasons of the year, the depth of water in which 
they swim, the nature of the ground and vegetation about 
them, and the food they take ; but how this diversity and 
change is brought about seems to be still a vexed question. 
Sea fish are subject to these variations, particularly had- 
dock, sea-bream, whiting- pollack, soles, conger-eels, and 
cod; while the turbot has the power of darkening its 
spots, or perhaps better say its spots are darkened under 
the influence of fear. Among our own fresh-water fish 
trout are the most susceptible of these changes, and they 
will vary according to the depth of water and different 
conditions of the different parts of a lake in which they 
are taken. If one of two trout of the same colouring be 
placed in a vessel with yellow glaze inside, and the other 
in a vessel with brown or black glaze, the fish will 
quickly assume the hue of the respective vessels; but 
change them from one vessel into the other, and again 
they quickly adapt themselves in colour to their surround- 
ings. The same phenomenon m%y be observed in the case 
of minnows, which change their hues in a bait-kettle 
according as its inside is of bright tin, or lined with a dark 
colour. Thus some fish seem to have " the perception of 
congruity, and put their coats in agreement with near 
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objects ; " but whether this phenomeaon arises from an 
action of will on the part of the fiah, or is a kind of 
inroluntaty or unconscions sympathy dependent on some 
"law of colours," is still to be determined. It certainly 
seems a general, or at least a very prevalent, law of nature 
that wild animals, birds, beasts, and fish, more or less 
assimilate in colour with the surroundings of their special 



Can Fish Speak ? {i. e. to one another) : oi" have they 
any powers of " vocal utterance " ? ^schylus calls fish, 
at least bis chorus in the Persw calls them, the " Voice- 
less daughters of the nnpollated one ; " but many of the 
ancients and modems testify to the utterances of fish. 
Pliny, Ovid, and others tell us of the Scariis and ita 
wonderful powers of intonation. In the days of old 
Borne the Mureenas were supposed to have a regular 
language " low, sweet, and fascinating ; " and the Em- 
peror Augustus pretended to understand their very words, 
I have read of the various sounds produced by gurnards, 
of the " booming " of the " bearded drum-fish," of tho 
" noisy maigre," and of the " grunt-fish " of the Gulf of 
Mexico, which, though with an imperfect voice, " can 
express discontent and pain," and which, when touched 
with a knife, "fairly shrieks, and "when dying makes 
moans and sobs disagreeably human." Our English 
fresh-water fish are apparently dumb, with the exception 
of the " croaking trout " mentioned a page or two back, 
and I might, perhaps, add carp, which make a strange 
"sucking" noise when on hot summer days they put 
their noses out into the "upper air" from the beds of 
water-lihes or aquatic weeds, to take in an extra supply 
of oxygen, or "just for the fun of the thing." But of 
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course this is not " talking," nor is it really a '' vocal ut- 
terance," still I am strongly impressed witli the idea that 
fish can talk to one another, like other dumh animals, as 
the traditional Irishman might eay, at least " in their 
way." I have watched for hours small fry in ponds and 
rivers, and fish of all sizes in aquaria, and the manner in 
which they dart up to one another, put noses together for 
a moment, and dart off again with an air as much as to 
Bay "all right," leads me to the conclusion that they can 
make communications to one another which I am satisfied 
to. call " talking." It has certainly often struck me that 
fish make themselves understood to one another much 
more quickly than other dumb animals. Gilbert White, 
who of course " holds a brief for birds," says that " many 
of the winged tribes have various sounds and voices 
adapted to express their various passions, wants, and 
feelings, such as anger, fear, love, hatred, hunger, and 
the like ; " and then adds quaintly, " No bird, like the 
fish kind, is quite mute, though some are rather silent. 
The language of birds is very ancient, and like other 
ancient modes of speech, very elliptical ; little is said, but 
much is meant and understood." As I "hold a brief" 
for the fish, I maintain that this " quite muto " expression 
is a libel, and I am glad to see that White's Editor (in 
1833] comes to the rescue, and instances on behalf of the 
vocal powers of fish, the " grunting " of the gurnard when 
taken from a hook, the " shrill cry like a mouse " of a 
herring just caught in a net, and the statement of a 
Mr. John Thompson of Hull, who said that some tench 
"croaked like a frog for a full half-hour" after he had 
got them in his basket. Of course I do not seriously 
argue that fish talk to one another. I must confess that 
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they are " rather silent," and that their language (what- 
ever it be) is " very elliptical." But still, as I have aaid, 
I believe that they have the power of making intelligible 
communications to one another, month to mouth ; and as I 
have frequently "not iced, or fancied I did, a kind of " know- 
ing look " about their eyes, I shall at least credit these 
intelligent creatures, as Thomson credited Celadon and 
his Amelia, with "looking nnutteritble things." 

I must now bring this ichthyological " Note " to a con- 
clusion ; and as it has extended itself to a length beyond 
that which I had anticipated, I must perforce leave much ' 
nnsaid which I should have wished to have said. To 
those who would dip deeper into the Natural History of 
Pish, I would first of all recommend Baron Cuvier's 
immortal work, while the two standard works on British 
Fish are those by Tarrell and J. Couch, a new edition of 
which latter I am glad to hear is about to be published 
by Messrs. Bell and Son. The more " familiar " histories 
of our fish are those by H. P. Gosse, F. Buck, and Frank 
Buckland, and that pubhshed by Cassell and Co. Jnkes'a 
Manual of Geology may also be consulted with advantage ; 
and there is a little book by James Ronnie, M. A., formerly 
Professor of Zoology at King's College, The Alphabet of 
Scdentifia Angling, full of cnrions and interesting ichthyolo- 
gical gossip. The edition I have is that published by Orr 
and Smith, Paternoster Row, 1836. Mr. Cholmondeley 
Pennell's Angler-Naturqlist is also a book which will be 
read with pleasure by all who aspire to that title; but of 
all boots on Fish and Fishing in which the ichthyological 
element is strong there is not one which has given me 
half the pleasure that Badham'a Ancient and Modern Fish 
Tattle has. 
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Mr. John H. Keene, who cornea of a well-known 
angling " stock," and has, I am glad to hear, started as a 
professional Thames fisherman at Wraysbury, is paying 
special attentiou to this subject, and as he is as good a 
fisherman as he is a naturalist, an angler who desires to 
know Bomewbat of ichthyology may spend a very pleasant 
and profitable day in bis company. The result of many 
of his researches into the various diseases of fish, and of 
other ichthyological investigations, have from time to 
time appeared in the pages of several London journals. 
A connected treatise from bis pen would find many 
readers. 

But books and oral instructors are but poor teachers 
nnless supplemented by personal observation. I would 
therefore advise all anglers who would also be naturalists 
to pay frequent visits to aquaria, and patiently watch the 
occupants of the tanks. Such visits will often suggest 
valuable hints on the art of angling itself. Most profit- 
able and most interesting too is the study of fish casts 
and paintings and a thousand odds and ends of things 
piscatorial in Mr. Frank Buckland's Museum of Fish and 
Fish Culture at South Kensington. Most true is it, as 
Horace says in the trite (juotation, — 

" Segnins irritant animos demisaa par anrem, 
Qaam c|ueb Bant oculia Bubjeota fidelibus," 

which, being briefly translated, is " Seeing is better than 



I trust I have said enough to show bow interesting a 
study is ichthyology, and that the angler's pleasures would 
be considerably enhanced if he were only " a bit of" an 
ichthyologist; and once more to repeat myself, I hold 
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tliere U no more engaging study in the wide field of 
Zoology. So many and so various are the forms of fish 
in the mighty watera, ao manifold are their stractures and 
adaptationa to the conditions of their existence, that the 
mind becomes almost lost in wonder and admiration. I 
care not for learned disquisitions aa to the origin of the 
different types and species of the great tribe of fish, for 
" natural selection," and the " survival of the fittest," or 
the " gradual physical adaptation of an animal to its wants 
and desires" (by which I suppoae the Anabas 8candens 
in the course of millions of years learnt to climb trees), 
nor for the subtle theories of the great triumvirate of 
modem science, Messrs. Darwin, Tyndall, and Huxley. I 
am content to believe that " in the beginning " the great 
types and individual species of animal life " which the 
watera brought forth abundantly after their kind " were 
the direct handiwork of the Great Creator, and to say, 
" How manifold are Thy works I in wisdom hast Thou 
made them all." 
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THE LITEBAT0BE OF FISHIKQ. 

" (^maldng many booht there it no end." 

" Some bookt are to be tatted, othert to be itoallovied, and tome few 
to be chcjeed and digetled/'-^BiXOlS. 

Ahtiqaitj of angling literature — The "Book of St. Albans," by Dama 
Juliana Berners (or Barnes) — Authors before Izaak Walton — Wal- 
ton'a contemporaries — Walton— Critics of Walton — Chancter of 
Walton — Proposed memorial to Walton — Other contemporaries of 
Walton — Anthora after Walton to end of ISth century — Anthora 
from 1800 to present time—Poetical literature of angling — Clergy- 
men-autbora ou angling — General cbaracter of angling litoratnre— r 
Catal(^nes of anglingjiterature — Books on angling recommended — ■ 
Angling cannot be learnt from books — Want of an " Angler's Organ." 

Ahono the ancients there is do one who can fairly claim 
to be called an author on angling, except Oppian, who 
wrote his Salieutica, five books in Greek on the nature 
of Fish and Fishing, some time in the latter half of the 
second century, a translation of which by Diaper and 
Jones (1722), ia by no means bad reading. But the art 
of Fishing or Angling can claim the distinction of being 
one of the first subjects treated of in a printed book in 
this country, for within t«n years of Caxton issoing from 
hia press in Westminster (Westmestre) his first book 
printed in England, Diciea and Sayingea of the Fhilo- 
tophera (1477), Wynken de Worde published the famous 
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book by Dame Juliana Bemers, afterwards known as the 
Boolce of St. Albans, in which the good and accomplished 
Prioress of Sopwell, near St. Alban's, diacoorses on "the 
dysporte of fyashyng." This book was first published 
m 1486 A.D,, and contained "treatises" or chapters on 
hunting, hawking, horses, toid coat-armour, and incor- 
porated with them one on fishing, thus introduced, — 
"Here begynnyth the treatyse of fysahynge wyth an 
Angle." Whether Dame Juliana Bemers was a lady 
angler herself does not appear, but that she held th^ art 
in high estimation and wished others equally to respect it 
13 seen from the following paragraph appended to her 
discourse : — 

"And for bj cause that tliis present treBtjse shoMe not come to the 
hondyB of eche ydle persone, wbjche wolde desire it yf it were em- 
pijnted allone by itself, and pnt in a lytyll plaundetj therfore I bane 
eompylyd it in a grater volame of djjuerse bokys coacemynge to gentyll 
and noble men. To the intent that the forsayd jdle perBones whyche 
Bcholde haue but lytyll mesnre in the snyd dysporte of fysshyng 
abolde not by this meane vtterly dystroye it." 

On the last leaf of this book appears the device of 
Wynken de Worde, and on the reverse that of Caxton j 
bat this leaf is wanting in the copy in the British 
Musenin. 

But the good Prioress herself, or some one with her 
consent, or without it, {for perhaps the law of copyright 
was as imperfect then as now,) a few years after the publi- 
cation of her larger work republished the Treaty.ie of 
Fysskynge wyih an Angle in a separate form, and after this 
several editions (eleven in all, as far as I can make out, 
and all in small 8vo) were published with the treatises on 
hawking, hunting, and fishing combined, "with all the 

D 
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propertyea and medecynea that are necessary to be 
kepte." 

The diBconrse of Juliana Bernere is certainly quaint 
from our modern point of view, but her obserratioDB on 
tackle-making, baits, and angling generally, show that 
there existed in her time some considerable knowledge of 
the artj and perhaps that she herself was a proficient in 
it, or at least well able to cope with the imeducatod fish 
of the period. She discusses also ichthyologically the 
various kinds of river fish, and their merits as food. She 
introduces her subject thus (taking the more modern 
English of later editions) : — 

" Solomon in his parables aaith that a good spirit maketh a flower- 
ing age, that is, a fair age and a long. And sith it is so ; I aak this 
question, which be the means and the causes that induce a man into a 
merry spirit P Truly to my best diacretion, it seemeth good disports 
and honest games in whom a man joyeth without any repentance 
afler. Then followeth it that good disports and honest games be canse 
of man's fiiii age and long life. And therefore, now will I choose of 
four good disports and honest games, that is to wit; of hunting, 
havrking, fishing, and foiling." 

She has no hesitation in saying, "The best to my 
simple discretion which is fishing, called angling with a 
rod and a hook ; " and then she goes on to contrast these 
sports : — 

"Hnnljug as to my intent ia too laborious, for the hunter must 
always run and follow his bounds, travelling and sweating full sore ; 
he bloweth till his lips blister ; and when be wenetb it be a hare, 
full ofl it is a hedge-hog. Thus he chaseth and wots not what. He 
Cometh borne at even, rain-beuten, pricked, and his clothes torn, wet 
shod, all miry, some hound lost, some surbat. Such griefs and many 
otber happeneth unto the hunter, which for displeasance of them that 
love it I dare not report Thus truly me seemeth that this is not 
the best disport and game of the said four. The disport and game of 



TAB LtTERATPEE OP FISHIKO. 35 

h&w^ing IB laboHoQB and noisome also as me aeemelb ; for often the 
faleoaer losetli his bawlis, aa the hunter bw bonndB, then is hU game 
and his dispoti gone ; full often crieth he and whistleth till that be 
ba right evil atbint. His hawk toketh a bow end lUt not once 
OD bim reward; nhen be would have her for to flee, then will she 
batbe; with misfeeding ahe shall have the fronoe, the e^e, the era;, 
and man; other sicknessee that bring them to the sonse. Thus bj 
proof this is not the best game and disport of the said four. The 
disport and game of fowling me seemetb most simple, for In the 
winter season the fowler speedeth not, bnt in the most hardest and 
coldest weather; which is grievoDS; for when be would go to his 
^s he may not for cold. Many a gin and many a snare be maketli ; 
yet sorrily doth he fkre ; at mom-tjde in the dew he is wet shod nnto 
his tail. Many other such I could tell, but dread of meagre maketh 
me for to leave. Thus me seemeth that bunting and hawking and 
also fowling be so laborions and grievous, that none of tbem may 
perform nor be very mean that induce a man to a merry spirit ; which 
is canse of his long life according nnto the said parable of Solomon." 

I do not think my readers will be wearied if I contiaae 
tbia qnaint passage, which thus proceeds ; — 

" Donbtleas then followetb it that it must needs be the disport of 
fishing with an angle; for all other manner of fishing is also laborious 
and grievous : ot\en making folks full wet and cold, which many times 
hath been seen cause of great infirmities. But the angler may have 
no cold nor no disease, but if he be causer himself. For he may not 
lose at the most but a line or a hook : of which he ma; have store 
ptentyof his own making as this simple treatise shall teach bim. So then 
his loss is not grievous, and other griefs may he not have, saving bnt if 
any fish break away alter that be is taken on the hook, or else that be 
catch nought; which be not grievous. For if he fail of one he may 
not fail of another, if he doth as this treatise teacheth ; but if there be 
nought in the water. And yet at the least he hath his wholesome 
walk and merry at his ease, a sweet air of the sweet gavonr of the 
mead flowers ; that maketh bim hungry. He hearetb the melodious 
harmony of fowls. He seeth the young swans, borons, ducks, coots, 
and many other fowls with their broods; which me seemeth better 
than all the noise of hounds, the blast of horns, andthe cry of fowls 
that hunters, falconets, and fowlers can make. And if the angler take 
■ D 2 
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fish, BUrelj there is no man memer than be is in hU spirit. AIm 
whoBO will use the game of angling, he ntust rise early, which thing is 
profitable to man in this wise, that is to wit, most to the heal of his 
■dqL For it shall cause him to be holy, and to the hesl of his bodjr, 
for it BhaJl cause 'him to be whole. Also to the increase of hia goods, 
for it shall make him rich. As the old English proverb saith in this 
wise, whoso ^vill rise earlj shall be holj, health;, and zealous. Thus 
have I proved in my intent that the disport and game of angling is 
the very mean and cause that induoeth a man into a merry spirit : 
which after the said pEirable of Solomon, and the said doctrine of 
physic, maketh a flowering age and a long. And therefore, to all you 
that be virtuous, gentle, and free-born I write and make this simple 
treatise, following by which ye may have the full craft of angling to 
disport yon at your last, to the intent that your age may the more 
flower and the more longer to endure." 

Our authoress concludes her treatise by giving all kinds 
of good advice. To rich anglers she says, " fish not in no 
poor man's water," and "break no man's gina." To all 
" break no man's hedges," and " open no man's gates, 
but that ye shut them again." Anglers are to " use this 
foresaid crafty disport for no covetousness," but for 
" solace," and health to both body and soulj not to take 
too many persons in their company, so that they may 
" not be let of their game," or prevented " serving God de- 
voutly in saying affectuously their customable prayer;" and 
lastly, they are not to be " too ravenous in taking game," 
or " to take too much at one time," which they " might 
lightly do, if in every point they do as this present trea- 
tise showeth them." With a final injunction to anglers, 
that they " nourish the game," and " destroy all such 
things as be devourers of it," she assures them that " if 
tjiey do after this rule they shall have the blessing of God 
and St. Peter." 

The first edition of the Booh>. of St. Albans was re- 
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printed in fac-simile by Mr. Haselwood (London), 1819 ; 
and the separate Treatyse of Fysshing wyth an Angle, from 
this edition was reprinted by W. Pickering, in crown 
8ro, witli BaakeiTille's types, in 1827. 

Tbisj tben, is the £rat contribution to the Literature of 
Pishing, But Dame Juliana^ however much she may 
have stimulated the practice of anghng itself, does not 
appear to have immediately stimulated angling author- 
ship. It was not till 1590 that the first edition of 
Leonard Mascall's Booke of Fishing with Hooke and Line, 
and all other instruments thereunto belonging, appeared. 
With the exception, however, of some remarks on the 
" preservation of Ssh in ponds," it does not contain much 
in the way of improvement on Juliana. William Gryn- 
dall's HawMng, Hunting, Fowling, and Fishing, now newly 
collected by ^, G. Faukener," was published in 1596 a.d. 
Samuel Gardiner, Doctor of Divinity, in hia Booke of 
Angling or Fishing, which appeared in 1606, teaches us 
"by conference with Scriptures, the ^reement betweene 
the Fisherman, Fishes, and Fishing of both natures, tem- 
porall and spirituall." 

We now come to what may be called the Waltonian 
period. Barker's Art of Angling, wherein are discovered 
many roFre secrets very necessa/ry to he known by all that 
delight in that reereation, was first published in 1651, 
i. e. two years before the first edition of Walton's " Com- 
pleat Angler." The name of the book seems to have 
been changed into that of Barker's Delight, when it ap- 
peared in a second edition, with considerable additions, 
in 1657. Barker was evidently a quaint old fellow, and 
an enthusiastic angler. After the dedication of his 
volume to the Eight Hon. Edward Lord Montague, he 
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vrites of himself in the " Anthor's Epistle " (first edit.), 
as follows : — • 

" I am DOW grown old I have writleti no mora but mj own 

experience luid practice If luijr noble or gentle angler, of what 

degree soever he be, have a mind to discoarse of any of theee wajes 
and experimenlfl, I live in Henry the Tth'e Gifts, the neit door to the 
Gatehonse in Westm. My naine is Barker, where I ahall be ready, as 
long as please Ood, to satisfie them, and maintain my art^ during life, 
which is not like to be long." 

Both of Barker's books were reprinted by Bnm (London) 
in 1820. 

That Walton knew and thought highly of Barter's 
first boot is seen from the following remark of Piscator 
on the Fourth Day : — " I will tell you freely, I find Mr. 
Thomas Barker, a gentleman that has spent much time 
aaA money in Angling, deal so jndieiously and freely in a 
little book of his, Angling with a fiy for Tront, that I will 
give you hia directions without much variation.'^ This 
occurs in the first edition; but in subsequent editions 
Walton altered his text to "directions as were lately 
given to me by an ingenions brother of the Angle, an 
honest man, and a most excellent fly-fisher," and as the 
list of flies then given is a verbatim copy of that given 
by Leonard Mascall, above mentioned,, it would seem 
that he is the " excellent fly-fisher alluded to," though 
there is some little difSculty as to dates. In 1652, 
Gervaae Markham, who had before then published several 
works on country pursuits and sports, issned hia Young 
Sportsman's Delight and histruetor in Angling, &c., a 
book with which, donbtless, Walton was tamiliar, as he 
also may be presumed to have been with other Angling 
Literature existing at his time; though I cannot help 
remarking that in his "Dedicatory Epistle" to John 
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Offley (first edib,}i he observes that he " could never yet 
Bee in English" a treatise on Angling "worthy the 
perusal " of " the nalearaed angler." 

And now we come to the great Izaak himself. From 
what has been already said it is clear that the title of 
"Father of Angling," so often applied to him, is hardly 
consistent with facts. He was neither the " Father of 
Angling," as an angler himself, or as an author. 

" Tiiemnt mnlti kata Agamemnona." 

At least some /eip notables in both respects ; and 
Walton himself acknowledges in ihe " Dedicatory 
Epistle " just quoted that " there be now many men 
of great wisdom, learning, and experience, which lore 
and practise this Art." At the same time, howerer, 
I am behind no one in my admiration of, and vene- 
ration for, the famous old master in piscatorial Israel, 
As a .man, a Christian, and a gentleman, his character 
shines forth as a bright star in the troublous times in 
which he lived ; as an angler he was doubtless far before 
all of his own time, a^d all who had gone before him, 
thongh with his mde tackle and comparative want of 
knowledge as a nataralist, he could not compete for a 
moment with scores of modern anglers and zoolo^ts ; 
and as an author he produced a book which will ever live 
as one of the immortal classics of the English langn^^. 
This is a trite theme; bnt how can any one essaying 
"Notes on Fish and Fishing" avoid it, or even wish to 
avoid it ? 

The first edition of his book was published in 1653 
A.D. It was advertised hy the " Enterprising Fnbhsher," 
as books are now in the "daily papers." Thus the 
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announcement ran in The Perfect Dvumall : from Monday, 
May 9th, to Monday, May 16th, 1653 ;— 

"The Oompleat Angler, or the Contem- 
plative Man's Becreation, being a dis- 
course of Fish and Fishing, not unworthy 
the perusal of most Anglers, of 18 pence 

price. Written by Iz. Wa 

printed for Bichard Marriot, to be sold at 
his shop in Saint Dunstan's Ghnrchjard, 
Fleet Street." 

It was eimilarly advertised at the same time in the 
Mercuriue PolUicua. A fac-simile of this edition was 
produced in 1810 j and I may mention for the benefit of 
some who are not award of the fact, that another fac- 
simile of this first edition was published last year by Mr. 
Elliot Stock, of Paternoster Row, the very tint and 
texture of the antique paper being reproduced, with the 
small pages of fat type, with its long b's, while the art of 
photography revives the title-page, the quaint head-pieces, 
the illuminated initials, and the " cuts " of fish. Perfect 
copies of the original edition are now worth about 25i. 
to 30/. The second edition, which appeared in 1655, was 
almost re-written by the author, and in it a third inter- 
locutor Auceps, was introduced. Little alteration was 
made in the third and fourth editions ; but the fiith was 
much augmented, some of the variations being exceedingly 
curious, and to it was added the Second Part on Trout and 
Grayling Fishing, written at Walton's request by his 
friend, Charles Cotton, of Beresford, This edition is 
sometimes entitled The Umversal Angler, and was the last 
published in Walton's lifetime, the date being 1676. 
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Not long ago, at a public sale, these five editions, the 
copies being perfect, in good preservation and hand- 
somely bound, realized 100^, I may here remark that the 
word " CoTapleat," which appears thus spelt on the illus- 
trated title-page of the first edition, is spelt " CompUte " 
on all the pages of the book itself, the "Coiapleat" 
being probably a little bit of pedantry on the part of the 
engraver of the " Dolphins," 

The sixth edition, which did not appear till 1750, was 
edited by the Eev. Moses Browne, as was also the eighth 
in 1759, and the tenth in 1772. Prom these may be said to 
date something like a revival of Angling. In 1760 was 
pnblished the well-known edition by Sir John Hawkins. 
The seventeenth edition is the next of any note. Sir 
Henry Ellis being the editor, in 1815. Other editions 
followed in quick succession, and in 1835 we have the 
notable edition by Sir Harris Nicolas, with the lives of 
Walton and Cotton, and illustrations by Stothard and 
Inskip. This has been since reprinted in more than one 
form, and in my opinion is the best of all, containing as it 
does in the not-es the variations of all the early editions 
and much interesting matter. A special feature in this 
edition is the division of Walton's Dialogues into " Five 
Days," which thus brings out the " dramatic character" 
of the work. In Walton's first edition, though it is 
divided by the author into thirteen chapters, the dialogue 
evidently occupies five separate days, aud " spaces " 
show where the conversation ends for the first four 
nights. 

Altogether there have been about sixty editions of 
Walton, reckoning those published on the Continent and 
iu America. The books which can boast such a multitude 
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of edit!oD3 can almost be counted on the fingers of one 
hand. I cannot. However, help thinking that this constant 
multiplication of the Chmplete J.nghr is quite unuecea- 
Bary. It would be much more roasouable for the 
majority, at least, of those who feel inspired to write on 
angling to pabUsh a book of their own, and not to take 
Walton as a mere text, for the purpose of correcting and 
overloading with notes. That reprints will be necessary 
from time to time may be taken for granted, for as far 
as one can judge, the Complete Angler is Ukely to 
remain a standard and popular work among English- 
speaking people as long as Shakespeare's Plays, Ban- 
yan's Pilgrim's Progress, White's Natural History of 8el' 
home, Keble's Christian Tear, and, if the bathos of the 
transition be not too painful, Butter's Spelling Book, 
i. e. unless the London School Board, by effecting a reform 
in spelling, causes the last-named work to become 
obsolete. 

The Complete Angler was well received by Walton's 
contemporaries, with the exception, it would seem, of one 
Richard Franck, who published his Sortliem Memoirs in 
1C94, (though written, ha says, in 1658,) with which is 
incorporated The Contemplative and Practical Angler, by 
way of Dvversion. This is in the form of a dialogue, in 
which " Amoldus" thus speaks: — 

" However Izaac Walton (late author of the Compleal Angler) hu 
imposed npon the world this monthlj- noveltj, which he understood 
not himself; bat etuSs hU books nith morals from Dubravios uid 
others, not giving ns one precedent of his own practical experiments, 
except otherwise where be prefers the trencher before the troUing-iod ; 
who laje the stress of his arj^ments upon other men's observations, 
wherewith he stufis his indigested octavo; so brings himself under 
the angler's censure, and the common calamitj of a plagiar;, to be 



. Lhki^^Ic 



THE LITEBATUEE OF PISHING. 43 

pitied (poor man) for hU !ob8 of time, in soribbling and transoribing 
otbei men's notaonB. These are the dronea that rob the hive, yet 
flatter the bees they bring tliem honey." 

Thia is a hard bit ; and it would appear that the author, 
. who waa also a practical ajigler and salmon fisherman, had 
on one occasion a personal argument on matters pisoatorial 
with Walton. Sir Walter Scott, however, who, in 1821, 
published an edition of Franck with preface and notes, 
comes to Walton's rescue, though he credits Franck with 
practical angling knowledge. He says, — 

" Probably no readen while they read the disparaging paaaagea in 
nbich the venerable Izaac Walton is introdaced, can forbear wishing 
that the good old maa, who bad ao tme an eye for Nature, bo eimple a 
taate for ber most innocent pleararee, and nitbal, to aonnd a judg- 
ment, both oonceming men and things, bad made this noitbem tour 
instead of Franck ; and had detailed in the beautiful simplicity of his 
Arcadian language, hie observatioDB on the aaenery and manners ot 
Scotland. Yet we must do our author the justice to state, that he is 
as mach snperior to the eicellent patriarch Izaac Walton, in the 
mystery of fly-fishing, as inferior to him in taste, feeling, and common 
tense. Franck's contestB with salmon are painted to the life, and his 
directions to the angler are generally given wilh great judgment." 

Byron, who had seldom a good word for any one, bad 
his iling at old Izaac, when he says, — 
" And angling, too, that solitary vice, 

Whatever Isaak Walton sings or says ; 
The quaint, old, cruel coicomb, in his gullet 
Should have a hook, and a small trout to pull it." 

And even a modem author on angling, who must at 
least be given credit for the conr^e of his opinions, says 
of the Complete Angler, — 

" I am free to confess I have derived neither pleasure nor profit. 
There is no doubt that in his day the worthy wtizen was an eieellent 
Migler ; he was also B simple-minded, kindly, prosy, and very vun old 
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geDtlewomnn I would not whisper it kt the " Walton's Head " 

or the " Walton's AnnB," or Iiint it at the " Jolly Anglers," or the 
" Rest," or any other resort of his so-called disciples, bnt hi my 
readers I will imput mj private conviction, that there is now at lea«t 
little practically to be learnt from Izaak Walton's Complete AitgUr, 
and that the reading of it is rather heavy work than otherwise." 

I am also "free to confess" that the practical angler 
now-a-days cannot learn much of the art of fishing from 
Walton ; bat I will not admit that Walton was a " very- 
vain old gentlewoman," or that the reading of the Complete 
Angler is " rather heavy work than otherwise." I dare 
to say that Shakespeare wrote no little twaddle, and made 
scores of jokes which would disgrace a modem schoolboy; 
but I hold it rank heresy to say that the Corwplete Angler 
is " prosy." There is such a thing as the deficiency of a 
reader being visited on the writer. Dr. Johnson, a pretty 
fair critic I suppose it will be admitted, bat one whose 
name will evef be execrated by all anglers for his abo- 
minable observation about " a worm at one end of a line 
and a fool at the other," was one of the foremost admirers 
of the Complete Angler; and it was at his suggestion that 
the Rev. Moses Browne published his third edition of 
the Walton and Cotton (the 10th) in 1772. Another no 
mean judge of literary merit, Charles Lamb (and he too 
no lover of the angle) thus writes to Coleridge in October, 
1796 :— 

"Among all yonr qnaint readings did you evei light u^n Walton's 
Complete Afgter 1 I asked you the question once before ; it breathes 
the very spirit of innoveace, purity, and simplicity of heart ; there are 
many choice old verses interspersed in it; it would sweeten a man's 
temper at any time to read it ; it wonld Christianize every discordant, 
angry passion : pray make yourself acquainted with it." 

The panegyrics showered down on Walton's book, after 
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the castom of ancient days^ were for once well deserved, 
and are deserved even now in this more critical age. 
The Complete Angler ia still one of the most perfect idylls, 
or pastorals, written in any age or country. It can never 
tire a sympathetic or even on unsympathetic reader. 

" Age cannot wither i(, not oostom stftia 
lU infinite Tariety." 

It will ever be the true angler's Vade Mecum, though not 
in the literal sense it is to Mr, T. Westwood, the poet- 
anglerj who thus sings its praises in his Lay of ilte Lea ;— 

" Nov in noontide heat 

Here I take my Beat ; 
ii&ak'e book beguileB the time — of Izaak's book I say. 

Never dearer psige 

Gladden'd youth or age, 
Never sweeter soul than his bless'd the merry May. 

For while I read, 

'Tie as if, indeed. 
Peace and joy and gentle thoughts from each line were welling ; 

Ab if earth and sky 

Took a tenderer dye, 
AqcI as if within my heart fifty larks were trilling. 

Ne'er ahonld angler stroll. 

Ledger, dap, or troll, 
Witfaont Izaak in hia ponch on the banks of Lea ; — 

Ne'er with worm or fly 

Trap tbe finny fry 
Withont' loving thoughts of him, and — Beitedicite !" 

To the angler who has caught the spirit of his master, 
the " pastoral" Lea is still " sacred to his memory ; " and 
even at this long distance of time he seems to be wandering 
in his very footsteps along the meadows and beneath the 
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trees and honeysuckle hedges where the old man and hia 
frienda walked and took sweet coimsel together, admiring 
the wondrous and beantifal works of natnre, and silently 
worshipping their Creator. Wrfl has it been said that 
" Walton long ago made angling a medium for inculcating 
the moat fervent piety and the purest morality ; " and no 
one who has read hia Complete Angler, his Idves of English 
Divines, and the memoirs of hia life which have been 
handed down to na, especially that by Sir Harris Kicolas, 
can fail to see in tii'm a man whom sweetness of nature, 
simplicity of manners, sonnd anderatanding, unswerving 
honeat^, and religiooa integrity, combined with content- 
ment and peace of mind, raised to a high atandard of per- 
fection in the midat of a crooked and perverse generation. 
I am glad to hear that considerable progress has been 
made (though not so great as ought to have been the case) 
in raising subscriptions for erecting, in the parish chnrcli 
of Stafford, a stained glass window and marble bust to the 
memory of Izaac Walton. He was bom in that town in 
1593, and baptized in St. Mary's Church; and the poor of 
Stafford to this day receive benefit Irom his charitable 
bequests. A flat stone, with the inscription, I believBj 
almost obliterated, marks his reating-place in Winchester 
Cathedral ; and all who reverence his memory would do 
well both to see this restored and join in raising the 
memorial at Stafford. Mr. John Shallcrosa, the ex-mayor, 
would, I am sure, be happy to receive aubacriptions from 
the scattered " brethren of the angle" and all admirers -of 
this good old man. I do hope that in thia matter we shall 
not have to exclaim,— 

" Shame upon the rich-left heirs 
Who let their fathers be without a monument." 
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An angler and author contemporaneous with Walton, 
worthy of mention, was Colonel Robert Venables, who in 
1662, i. e. daring the period in which Walton brought out 
the several editions of hia work, aa already mentioned, 
published hia Experienced Angler ; or Angling In^troved, 
being a Qeneral Discourse of Angling. This ia fair reading, 
and has gone through six editions, the last dating 1825. 
Venables was known to Walton, and doubtless they often 
" compared notes " together. In The Innocent Epicure, 
or Angling, a poem published in 1697, the author of 
which is unknown, the line — 

" Hail, great TriamTirate of Angling I Hail I " 

refers to Walton, Cotton, and Venables. In 1675 the 
Accomplisht Lady's Beli-ght contained "Secrets in the 
Art of Angling," but these were taken from Walton and 
Barker, William Gilbert was another author in Walton's 
time. He published his Angler's Delight, containing 
the whole art of neat and clean Angling, &c., in 1676, (the 
date of the fifth edition of the Complete Angler^ the 
work being dedicated to Sir Bichard Fisher. He gives 
his readers " the method of fishing in Hackney Marshes, 
and the names of the best stands there," and bids them 
" go to Mother Gilbert's, at the Flower de Lace, at Clap- 
ton, near Hackney, and whilst you are drinking a pot of 
ale, bid the maid make you two or three pennyworth of 
ground bait and some paste (which they do very neatly 
and well)." From him too we learn that barbel fre- 
quented London Bridge in his time. 

But aa I haYe remarked in reference to the publication 
of Dame Juliana Bemers* treatise that it gave no stimulus 
to angling authorship, so I note in reference to Walton's 
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Gompltfe Angler (i. e. its aeveral editions including the 
fifth), that it Beems to have had the effect of making 
anglers rather shy of trying their hands at authorship j 
for during a period of a hundred years dating from the fifth 
edition of Walton, or, as I might put it, down to the end 
of the eighteenth century, but a 7ery few works on angling 
of any value made their appearance, though Walton and 
Cotton during that period progreaaed to the fourteenth 
edition. As, however, I find myself, almost contrary to 
my original intention, involved in a History of the English 
Literature of Fishing, and writing it at a greater length 
and more systematically than I believe has yet been 
attempted, I may as well refer to some of the authors 
belonging to the period above named. 

In 1681 appeared Chetham's Angler's Vade Mecam — 
or a compendious yet full dittcourse of Angling." In 1682 
Nobbes published his Complete Troller, and has since 
enjoyed the title of the " Father of Trolling," though not 
altogether deserved. In 1694 Richard Franck had his 
tilt against Walton, as aforesaid. In 1696 we have the 
True Art of Angling, by J. S., which reached its fifth 
edition in 1725} and in 1705 Secrets of Angling, by 
0. G. In 1706 Robert Howlett, " forty years a practi- 
tioner in this art," published his Angling Improved and 
Methodically Digested. In 1714 the Whole Art of 
Fishing boasted to be a Collection and Improvement of 
all that has been written on the subject, without being so. 
In 1717 and 1718 Giles Jacob discoursed, among other 
sporting matters, on Fish, Fishing, and Fishponds. In 
1724 James Saunders published his Compleat Fisherman, 
which gives an account of " the diverse ways of Fishing 
now practised in Europe," and is the first book on angling 
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in which silk-worm gut is mentioned. The " Gentle- 
man Angler " in 1726 contained " short plain instmctioDS 
whereby the most ignorant banner may, in a Httle time, 
become a perfect artist in Angling for Salmon, &c., &c.," 
(Oh, for the happy days when Salmo yStiJar, an uneducated 
beast, did not know " to a hair" or feather the orthodox 
lure to be artistically presented to him I ) Brooks 
"wired in," mostly as a plagiarist, a.d. 1740; and in 
the same year The Complete Fisher, {with almost aa 
many names at the back of the tiUe recommending it aa 
certain bills in ParliMnent recently have had of " Home 
Rulers" who tried to dodge the ballot,) taught the "2Vm« 
Art of Angling," and by the way gave the names of 
" places round London for Angling " which afford a 
curious study now that more than another century has 
been unreeled. In 1746, or about this date, we have the 
best book of the period on Angling, Richard Boulker's 
Art of Angling, improved in all Us parts, especially Fly- 
fishing." The Boulkers, who lived at Ludlow, were famous 
trout-fishers for generations. Charles published a second 
edition of his father's book in 1774, and since then it has 
seen several republications, the last being aa recent as 
1829. 

The Artgler's Magazine (Bibliophilists and others whom 
it may concern, please find out who G. S, at the end of the 
preface may be, or may have been, or more simply was !) 
boasting itself a "Necessary and delightful Storehouse," 
and " the completest Manual ever published on the subject," 
hands on the torch in 1764. Fairfax in 1758 keeps it 
burning with his " Complete Sportsman, or Universal 
Angler;" and after that, as far as I can make out, comes 
a complete lull, or nearly so, at least in the way of new 
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anthors entering on the field till nearly the end of the 
century, when in 1784 John Kirby published his Anglei't 
Museum, or the whole art of Float and Fly. I do not see 
this little but by no means uninteresting book mentioned 
in any of the " Catalogues." The edition I hare is the 
third. In 1786 the North Country Angler, a very read- 
able book, appeared^ and in the yew following, 1787, 
Ur. Thomas Best published his Concise Treatise on the Art 
of Angling. Since then it han reached at least the twelfth 
edition, for I see mine is of that issue and da^ 1838. 
It ifi a fair little book enough ; and that it is or rather vaa 
very popular is seen from the tact stated in the preface of 
the twelfth edition, that since its first publication upwards 
of twenty-fire thousand had been sold. It must be 
remembered, however, that notwithstanding the literary 
barrenness of the period above mentioned several editions 
of what may be called the then " standard " authors 
were issued at intervals. 

Here, thongh a little out of order, I cannot refrain from 
introdncing as a " Curiosity of AngKug Literature " an 
extract from a sermon preached by St. Anthony of Padoa 
(261 to 356 A.D.) as given in Addison's Tra/oels, When 
the heretics would not regard his preaching, he betook 
himself to the sea-shore, where the river Marecchia falls 
into the Adriatic, and there he called the fish together " in 
the name of Crod, that they might hear His Holy Word." 
They immediately appeared from sea and river in vast 
multitudes, and " quickly arrayed themselves according to 
their several species into a very beautiful congregation." 
At this miraculous display the good saint was so struck 
that he felt " a secret sweetness distilling upon hia soul," 
and thus addressed the assembled shoals : — 
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" . . . . Mj dearly beloved fish ... . The ^oodneM of the DiTioe 
Hajestj Bhrnes ont on ;ou more emmently than on any other created 
beiDga. .... In jon are seen the mighty mysteries of aa iiifinit« 
goodness. The holy Scriptare has always made use of yon m the 
^pes and shadowH of some profound sacrament Do yon think that 
without a mystery, the first present that Ood Almighty made to man 
was of yoa P ye fishes ! do you think that without a mystery 
among all ereatoree aud animals which were appointed for sacrifices, 
yon only were excepted? O ye fishes! do yoa think that onr 
SaTioTu Christ, thikt next to the Paschal Lamb, He took so much 
pleasure in the food of yon P yoa fishes ! do yoa think it was 
mere chance, that when the Redeemer of the world was to pay a 
tribute to Ccesar, He thought fit to find it in the mouth of a fish P 
These are alt of them so great mysteries and Bacraments, that oblige 
yon in a more particular msonei to the praises of your Creator. .... 
In what dreadful majesty, in what wonderful power, in what amazing 
providence did God Almighty distiognish you smong all the species of 
creatures that perished in the universal Deluge I You only were 
insensible of the mischief that laid waste the whole world ; all this, as 
I have already told yon, ought to inspire yon with gratitude and 
pruse to the Divine Majesty that has done so great things for you, 
granted yon suoh particular graces and privileges, and heaped upon 
yoa such distinguishing favours, and since all this yoo cannot employ 
year tongues with praises of your benefaebir, aud are not provided 
with words to express your gratitude ; make at leaet some sign of 
reverence ; bow yourselves at His name j give some show of gratitude ; 
aocording to the best of your capacities eipresit your thanks in the 
most becoming maouer you are able, and be not uomindful of all the 
benefits that He has bestowed on yoa." 

The legend tells as tbat no sooner lud he done preach- 
ing than the fish " bowed down their heads with all the 
marks of profound humility and devotion, moving their 
bodies up aud down with a kind of fondness, as approving 
what had been spoken bj the blessed Father ;" aud adds 
that, after many heretics who were present at the miracle 
were converted by it, the saint gave his benediction to 
the fishes aud dismissed them, 
s 2 
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We now come to the opening of the present century. 
In 1800 we have Samuel Taylor's Angling in all its 
Branches, reduced to a covvpUte Science. Daniel's Rural 
Sportu appeared in two rols., and in three Tola, in 1801. 
The Kentish Angler, which may still be consulted with 
profit, was published in 1804, and in the s&me year Keil's 
Complete Angler. The Angler's Manual, which treats of 
every kind of angling, and " particularly of the manage- 
ment of hand and rod in each method," has 1808 for its 
date; and Robert Salter, in 1811, published hia Modem 
Angler in a series of letters to a friend. The Angler's 
Guide, by Ti P. Salter (not to be confounded with Kobert 
Salter), was first published in 1814, and may still be called 
a standard work, having reached nearly twelve editions. 
The Young Angler's Guide is an abridgment of this book. 
G. 0. Bainbridge'a Fly-fisher's Guide, illustrated by 
coloured plates of about forty of the most useful flies, 
accurately copied from nature, first appeared in 1816, and 
has run through several editions. The Angler's Vade 
Mecum, by W. Carroll, is dated 1818. In 1820 Salter's 
Troller's Guide made its appearance, and is still worth 
perusal. The year 1828 is marked by Sir Humphry. 
Davy's Salmonia, reviewed in the Quarterly by (probably) 
Sir Walter Scott, and in Blackwood by Professor Wilson ; 
a delightful work, in the form of conversations, and likely 
ever to remain as a chief favourite in the library of Angling 
Literature. Christopher North, also, in this year appears 
as an angling author, and an admirable one too, in Black- 
Kood's Magazine. Jesse's Gleanings in Natural History, 
"with Maxims and Hints for an Angler," first published 
in 1882, is another book which will always find a place on 
the angler's shelves. The Drifiield Angler, by Mackin- 
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tOsh, haa for ita godparent an association called the 
" Driffield Anglers," formed by noblemen and gentlemen 
in 1833, for the preservation of the waters in that neigh- 
honrhood. 'Reame' a Alphabet of SdentifK Angling, 18S3, 
I have already mentioned, with a few words of commenda- 
tion, in the last Note. 

It might almost be said that, in 1835, we come to 
another era — the modem era — of AngUng Literature, as 
in that year we have the first edition of Thomas Stod- 
dart's Art of Angling in Scotland, which is still a very 
valuable little book to trout-fishers, though to some 
extent superseded by other and fuller works. Mr. Stod- 
dart also published several other angling works, which 
anglers should never fail to obtain when they have an 
opportunity. In 1839 T, C. Hofiand, author, artist, and 
fisherman, dedicated the first edition of his British Angler's 
Mcmual to Sir Francis Chantfey. This and subsequent 
editions are enriched with engravings and wood-cota 
from pictures and drawings by the author himself and 
other artists ; and I must confess that there are few books 
on mj piscatorial shelves which I more thoroughly appre- 
ciate^ written as it is in the spirit of a true angler and 
a true artist. South'a Fly-fisher's Text Booh was pab- 
lished in 1845, In 1846 appeared the first of several 
piscatorial discourses — all well worth reading — which 
have issued under the nom de plume of " Palmer Hackle, 
Esquire," and in 1847 Soltau's Salmon and Trout 
FUes of Devon and Cornwall, ^c, in which year also 
" Ephemera's " never-tiring pen produced the Hand- 
hook of Angling. In 1849 Alfred Ronalds made a hit 
with his Fly-flsker's Entomology. I believe I have given 
the date of the first edition correctly j but several have 
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appeared since then, that in my posaessioD being the 
seventh (1868). No one who aims at being a Bcientifio 
flj-fishennan or fly-maker should be ignorant of the con- 
teots of this book, the excellently execnte*} plates giving, 
with some trifiing inaccaracies, a coloured representation 
of the natural fly, and of that to be produced artificially. 
The book is a great authority, especially for what may be 
called Midland Counties' waters. In 1849, too, Wheatley 
published his Sod and lAne, with plates of flies. Pulman'a 
Vade Mecum (I am quite tired of Vade Mecums) of Fly- 
fishing is entered among the "Births "of 1851. Blacker, 
a first-rate angler and first-rate fishing-tackle-maker, bat 
" gone over to the majority," published the Art of Fly- 
making, Sfc, in (I believe) 1855. Let no fly-fisherman be 
without it, if he can get it. My edition, the second, of 
W. 0. Stewart's Practical Angler, or the Art of Trout^fisk- 
ing, is dated 1 857 ; and this again is one of the books with 
which every fly-fisher should be acquainted. The title- 
page adds, " more particularly applied to clear water," and 
with an eye to this the book should be carefully studied. 
Here I remark, by the way, the strong tendency about 
this period for Angling Literature to be busied most with 
^^-fishing. About this time, or soon after, we have 
Blakey's Angler's Ouide, and I am by no means disposed 
to run down this contribution to Angling Literature as 
some have done. I am inclined to hold the very chari- 
table docti-ine, that in matters piscatorial there is some- 
thing or other to be learnt from almost every aathor. 
Wade's Halcyon, or Rod'JUhing, with Fly, Minnow, and 
Worm, with eight coloured plates and 117 specimens of 
natural and ftrtificial flies, was pubhshed in 1861, and in 
the year following Jackson's Practical Fly-Jigker, more 
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particularly for Grayling or Umber, the second edition, I 
believe, coming out almost immediately after the first. 
A little book, pnblialied at Soutli Molton, in Devonshire, 
in 1863, deserves special mention. It is. The Art of Trout' 
faking in Rapid Streams, in reference mainly to North 
Devon. It is, however, applicable more or less to rapid 
streams everywhere, and though rather wordy and " re- 
petitional," should be read by tJl who have the good 
fortune to get hold of a copy. 

I am now getting near a still more modem period. I 
may call it the " modem" modem j and consequently, in 
mentioning authors, I should be getting on still more 
delicate ground than any I have yet trodden. I shall 
therefore content myself with saying, in reference to books 
on the Art of Angling, with all the necessary instructions 
both on fiy-fishing (trout and salmon) and bottom-fishing, 
as well as trolling, that would-be anglers cannot do better, 
in the way of reading up a subject, than consult the various 
works of Mr. Francis Francis and Mr. H. Cholmondeley 
Pennell, gentlemen who have had a wide practical experi- 
ence in almost all the waters of the United Kingdom, and 
in every kind of fishing. They are both too as well skilled 
in the use of the pen as the rod. I would also mention 
the little but excellent Modem Angler, by " Otter," {5lr. 
Alfred, of Moorgate Street). Among recent works of 
a pastoral and idyUic character, combined with that of 
angling proper, I know none for really pleasant reading 
to be compared to Angling Idylls, by G. C. Davies, and 
Water^e Sketches, by W. Senior (" Eed Spinner") . Per- 
haps I should be well advised to mention in commendatory 
terms some other " modem" modem authors, as I know 
that more than one man of the angle is also a man of the 
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pen, as witnessea cuirent literatnre ; and it may chance 
that my " Notes" may be handed to such an one for criti- 
cism; and I have noticed that angling authorsj though 
they are credited and credit themselves with the ntmost 
amount of amiability, are particularly "rough^' on their 
fellows, when they come into literary contact. 

In the way of a very compendious guide to all waters 
within a "reasonable distance" of London, the angler 
cannot do better than consult The Sail and tlis Rod, by 

Greville F , the well-known piscatorial contributor to 

The Field; and accomplished fisherman, who has issued 
two very useful volumes, in which he tells ns almost all 
that an angler can wish to know of rivers, lakes, &c., to be 
reached by the Great Western, Great Eastern, Great 
Northern, South-Western, London and North- Western, 
and Midland Kallways, combined with a mass of most 
interesting local information of a general character. 

Tlie Anglers Diary, published annually, is also a little 
work of reference to " Angling Stations" for the pocket, 
which may be profitably consulted. 

But before concluding this part of my subject I must 
mention a work of a perfectly unique character, published 
last year by Mr. J. B, Day, of Savoy Street, Strand. It was 
edited by Mr. W. H, Aldam, at the request of many mem- 
bers of the Derwent Fly-fishing Club, and the text is aprint 
from an old MS. never before published, written about a 
century ago by an old man well known as a first-rate fly- 
fisher in Derbyshire. It is a quaint treatise on Flees and ike 
Art ofArtyfichall Flee Making, and printed in rare old large 
type with spacious margin. But the unique feature of the 
publication is the introduction of thick cardboard leaves, 
containing in sunk pannels pattern flies and the materiala 
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for making tbem. Each compartment lias tlie pattern fly 
made in the best style, and accompanying it the feathers, 
hackle, silk hair and twist, each separately and secnrely 
fastened down, which are necessary for its exact mann- 
facture. Altogether there are twenty-two flies thns 
given, all "killers" in the present day; and I would add 
that all interested in the art of fly-making should endea- 
vour to get a glimpse of this book. The price, three 
guineas, is prohibitive to "poor" aoglersj but it is well 
worth the money, if only as a work of art. I fear, how- 
ever, that copies of the book are very scarce. I have 
never seen but one. 

I shall now introduce a paragraph or two on the 
"Poetical Literature of Angling," preferring to deal with 
it separately than to mingle the authors connected with 
it with those who have confined their labours to prose. 
Among the ancients we learn that Kumeniua of Heraclea, 
Csecius of Argos, Posidonius of Corinth, Leonides of 
Byzantinm, Pancratias the Arcadian, and Seleucus of 
Tarsna were piscatory poets, but unfortunately their writ- 
ings have been lost, and so we are reduced to Oppian, 
whose Halieutica I have referred to at the beginning of 
these remarks. 

The first poem we have in English on Angling is that 
entitled. The Secrets of Angling : Teaching the choicest 
Tooles, Baytes, and Seasons, for the taking of any Fish, in 
Pond or River: — practised and familiarly opened in three 
Bookes. By I. D., Esquire. This was printed and pub- 
Hahed in London by Roger Jackson in 1613, and " Sould 
at his shop nere Fleete Sfcreete Conduit." One of the 
very few copies of this book {i.e. the first edition) is in the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford, and on the title-page is a 
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wood-ont representing two men, one treading on a serpent, 
and with a sphere at the end of his line, while over hia 
rod> on a label, is the inscription, — 
" Hold, hooke and line, 
Then all is mine ;" 

the other with a fiat on his hook, and the following 
label:— 

" Well fa;re the pleunre 
That brings sQch treasare." 

There have from time to time been long discnssiona as to 
who I. D. was. Isaac Walton, in his " First Day," qnotea 
six stanzas of the poem, and in his Ist, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
editions ascribes it to " Jo. Da." In his 5th edition, how- 
ever, he calls the author "Jo. Davora, Esq," Robert 
Hewlett, in his Angler's Sure Quids (I706)j attributes it 
to Dr. Donne, while several poets of the name of " Davies" 
have had the credit of it also. The question, however, has 
been set at rest by the discovery that in 1612 the book 
was "entered at Stationers' Hall" as "by John Dennys, 
Esquire," this gentleman being a younger son of Sir 
Walter Dennys of Pucklechurch, Gloucestershire, in the 
church of which parish the angler poet lies buried. The 
mistake as to the authorship may probably have arisen 
in some way trom the circumstance that to the poem are 
prefixed some commendatory hnes, signed " Jo. Daves," 

The poem itself ia certainly of a high class, containing 
much point, elevation of thought, and sweetness, and 
subtlety of rhythm, as well of subtlety of diction in 
handling what in itself may be considered a prosaic sub- 
ject, when mere instructions in the art of angling an 
being attempted in verse. The quotation introduced by 
Walton begins with the well-known couplet, — 
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" Let me live harmleaalf , and near the brink 
Of Trent or Avon have a dwelliiig-place." 
l^s lie h&3 slightly altered from tbe original^ which 
stands thas : — 

" O let me rather on the pleasant brinke 
Of Tjrne and Trent poeaeMe some dweUiog-place." 
There are several other mere verbal alterations in the 
six stanzas quoted ; bat it is carious to notice that in the 
first stanza Walton has altered Dennya's — 

" While thej proud Thaia' painted sheet embrace, 
And with the fame of atcong tobacco's amoke. 
All quaffing round, are ready for to choke," 
into — 

"While some men atrive ill^otten goods t* embrace. 
And others spend their time in base eiceea 
Of wine or worse, in war or wantonness." 

Bat old Izaakj like the majority of "good" anglers, 
was fond of his pipe, and could not brook the implied 
hbel on tobacco. 

Dennys's concluding lines are worth qnoting. They 
have a soft cadence about them :— 

" And now we are arrived at the last. 

In wish'd harbour where we mean to rest; 
And make an end oE this our janrnef past; 
Here then in qniet roade I think it best 
We strike onr asiles and stedfast anchor cast, 
For now the Sanne low setteth in the West." 
In ]631 Fletcher's SieeKdes, a Piscatory, as it hath been 
acted in King's College, was published; and the author 
again broke out in Fiseatorie Edogs two years afterwards, 
which Ecloga, (spelt Echgiies,) seem to hare been edited 
in 1771 by Lord Woodhouslee. The Innocent Epicure, or 
Art ofAngUng, a Poem, sometimes attributed to N, Tate, 
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bnt probably the work of J. S., already mentioned as the 
anther of the 2Vm« Art of Angling (1696), appeared in 
1697, but owing mainly to its artificiality cannot be com- 
pared to the poem of J. Dennys. The last piscatorial poet 
of the 1 7th century was John Whitney, who published in 
1700 his Genteel Recreation ; or tkePUasures of Angling, a 
Poem, with, a dialogue between Piscator and Corydon. 

In 1 726 we have a translation of Sannazariua's Fiecatory 
Eclogues; and to Moses Brown we are indebted for a 
forther batch of Piscatory Eclogiies in 1729. Ford's 
Piscatio, a poem originally written in Latin, appeared in 
1 733, after which date the piscatory poets seem to cease 
to sing till 1758, when The Anglers, Eight Dialogues in 
Verge, the work of Scott of Ipswich, did not contribute 
much to the exaltation of the theme, though not without 
a certain amount of cleremesa and humour. Eight 
Dialogues in Verse in 1773 are no improvement on the 
laBt. Clifford's Anglers, a Didactic poem, in 1804, is bnt 
poor; nor in 1808 does T. F. S. give Hints to Anglers in 
verse so well as he does in prose a few years later in his 
Angler's Guide, already mentioned, if so be that T. F. S. 
is the T. F. Salter, gent., of Clapton, author of that work. 
An officer of the Eoyal Navy, T. W. Charleton, takes to 
fresh water in 1819, and gives ua a poetical description of 
the Art of Fishing. The Angler's Progress, by H. Boaz, 
written, it is said, in 1789, and very scarce, was published 
in 1820. It professes to "develope the pleasures the 
angler receives from the dawn of the propensity in 
infancy till- the period of his becoming a Complete 
Angler ; " but though carious enough in its way, and very 
fwrly illustrated for the time with twelve wood-cuts, the 
seven short pages comprise little more than a rhyme foe 
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cMldren. I notice id my copy an advertisement of The 
Angler : a Poem, in Ten Cantos wifk Notes, &c., by T. P. 
Lathy. This, it appears^ was published in the same year, 
and is remarkable as being a cool diahing-upj without 
acknowledgment, of The Anglers, Eight SwZogues in Verse 
(1758), jnst mentioned. And the best, or rather the 
worst, of the joke was that Lathy got ZOl. for his MS. 
from an " enterprising publisher," who spent a lai^ sum 
in getting up the book in an expensive style before the 
swindle was discovered. When the fraud was ascertained 
" Piacator " was substituted for T. P. Lathy. 

The Newcastle Fiskers' Garlands are a series of Songs 
or Poems chiefly in prabe of the Coquet, aud emanated 
from the Waltonian Club established there about the year 
1821-22. The custom seetns to have been to publish a 
"Garluid" annually, the first of which appeared in 1821 
in form of a single-sheet broadside. It commences, " Auld 
nature now revived seems," and was the joint production 
of Robert Roxby aud Thomas Donbleday, who were also 
the authors of most of the single " Garlands " to the year 
18S2, when the series terminated. They were published 
in a collected form in the year 1 836, with Boaz's Angler's 
Progress, mentioned on the previous page, prefixed to them 
as the Crarland for 1820. In 1842 an attempt was made 
to revive the series, but it failed after two or three years. 
However, in the year just named the original publishers of 
the " Garlauds " brought out A Collection of Right Merrie 
Garlands for North Country Anglers, adding to the 
original a miscellaneous collection of songs, Doubleday 
again being a contributor. The best of the Roxby and 
Doubleday "Garlands" were republished in the Coquet- 
dale Fishing Songs in 1852, and iu 1864 Mr. Joseph 
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Cravhall agftin reproduced the Collection of Bight Merrie 
Oarlands, ^c, with songa and poems added mainly by 
himself and Doubleday, T, Weatwood being also a contri- 
butor, and atyled them by the old title of the Newcastle 
Fishers' Garlands, asaigning one, and aometimes two, to 
each year to 1864 inclusive. Thus we have what the 
Devonshire folk would call " a Mixed Medley," and the 
Doubleday and Boxby strike some aympathetic corda, and 
Mr. Weatwood is no mean poet. lb may be a question 
whether the original or the "interpolated" Garlands have 
anything like sufficient merit in them to justify the pre- 
tentious form they have assumed in Mr. Grawhall's 
volume — and far less in a larger and more expensive 
edition, for which only two guineas were aeked per copy. 

In Professor Wilson's collected poems, published in 
1825, will be found a very pretty piece, entitled " The 
Angler's Tent." 

Mr. Blakey published his Angler's Song Book in 1856, 
containing nearly 250 songs of various degrees of merit, 
and some of no merit at all, scraps and snatches of ^1 
kinds and descriptions, ranging from John Dennya down 
to Wordsworth. The collection as a whole is not one of 
which anglers can feel very proud. 

Several anonymous writers also in the current literature 
of the day during the last Efly ye^:a have with varied 
auccesa contributed to the stock-in-trade of piscatory 
poetry. 

Among our standard poets, though not strictly speak- 
ing piscatory poets, several have dwelt more or less on 
angling, and shown that they were admirers of the 
" gentle art " and its surroundings, if not actual profesaora 
of it. I shall not press Shakspeare into the service, though 



. Lhki^^Ic 



THB LITEBATDBE OP FISHING. 63 

a friend of mine is engaged on a disconrse in which he 
will endeavonr to show from his writings that "the im- 
mortal bard " was an angler, just as others have elaborated 
Shakspeare " aa a divine," " as a lawyer," " as a phy- 
sician," and as everything else. But Pope, Thomson, 
and Gay may certainly be claimed ea having well sung 
the prMses of " Fish and Fishing," or afc least of having 
thrown a poetic halo ronnd the Art of Angling. 

Here I shall venture to insert, as a curiosity of the 
Poetical Literature of Angling, a "piscatorial puff" 
issued some years ago in-the form of a handbill by a fish- 
ing-tackle-maker in Hongerford Market. It was headed 
The Skeleton Angler, and in the last edition revised by 
himself it thus rans ; — 

" When the old clock in jon gnj tower 

ProckimB the de^, itill midnight hour. 

And ominoaa birds are on the wing, 

I rise from the realmg of the bonj king. . 

lij bonnj elm coffin I shoulder and take 

To fish in the btood-red phantom lake, 

Where maa; a brace of spectral trout 

For ever frisk, dart, and frolic about ; 

Then tbe hyiena's ravening voice 

GladdenB and makee m; heart r^oice. 

The glow-wonn and the death'i-bead moth 

Are killing baits on the crimson froth. 

For work-bench I've the sculptured tomb. 

Where tackle I form by the silent moon ; 

Of chnrcbjard jew my rods I make ; 

Worms from the putrid corpse I take ; 

Lines I plait from the golden hair 

Plnck'd from tbe head of a damsel fair ; 

Floats of tbe mournful cypress tree 

I carve while night-winds whi»tle free ; 

My plummets are moulded of coffin-lend ; 

For paste 1 seize tbe parish bread ; 
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The Bcreech-onrs or ravea's wing 
For making flies are just the thing. 

Should thunder roll, from the barren shore 

I boh for eels in the crimaoD gore ; 

A human skull is m; lire-bait can ; 

Mj gronnd-bait the cmrabliug bones of man ; 

Mj luetj old coffin for pant I take 

To angle bj night in the phaotom lake. 

While Dante's wing'd demons are hovering o'er 

The skeleton troat of the crimaoii gore. 

To the blood-red phantom lake I go, 

While vatopyre-bafs flit to and fro. 

ScBKE THE SscoNV.— {Sunrise.) 
The offl is at roost in hie irj'd bower. 
The bat bangs up in the old church-tower. 
The raven's bead is beneath his wing, 
The skeleton sleeps with the bonj king, 
The fierce hyaena has left the grave 
To seek repose in his daikaome cave. 
The author of this piscatorial treat 
Ib the far-famed E. Davis, of King William Street; 
Twenty-one is the number o'erlooking the Strand; 
His prices are lowest of all in the land." 

Before Mr. Davis moved into King William Street, in 
consequence of the demolition of that delightful old lounge 
for "fishy" people, Hungerford Market, the puff endedj— 

" The author of this — take pencil and mark it — 
Ib the iar-famed E. Davis, of Hungerford Market." 

Mr. Davis now carries on his business in Russell Street, 
Covent Garden, and recently showed me some ghastly 
illustrations of the above lines, in which, if he will allow 
me to say so, he has evidenced, at least in my opinion, no 
little poetical imagination. 

Aa a kind of cross between prose and poetry I may 
here mention Moule's Heraldry of Fish, Notices of the 
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FHncipal Families hearing Fish on tketr An-ms. It was 
published in .1842, but ie now seldom to be met with. 
In the conrse of my notes on different fish I shall mention 
several which have found their way into Heraldry. 

I notice that clergymen are nnmeroos among angling 
authors, as indeed might be expected of "fishers of 
men," who are ako fishers of fish, and have a taste for 
handling the pen as well as the rod. The fox-hunting 
parson is almost a being of the past, though a celebrity 
or two still linger in the remote West, and the shooting 
parson is an object of suspicion in these correct times j 
bnt " a little qniet angling " is freely accorded on all 
sides " to the cloth." I have already mentioned Dr. 
Gardiner's book of 1606 a.d. The Eev. Phineas Flet- 
cher, Eector of Hilgay, Norfolk, indulged in piscatory 
poetry a few years later. Robert Nobbes, the author of 
the Complete TroUer in 1682, already alluded to, was 
Vicar of Apethorp and Wood Newton, in Northampton- 
shiro. The Rov. Moses Browne was another " poet of 
the angle," 1729, and an editor of Walton and Cotton, 
1750- Dr. Ford another poet in 1733. The Rev. 
Charles Marshall, Vicar of Brixworth, added Bints on 
Fish and Fishponds to his Gardening in 1796. In 
the Rev. W. B. Daniels' Rural Sports, first published 
in 1802, fishing occupies a considerable space: and as 
Scott (Dr.), the author of The Anglers, Bight Dialogues vn 
Verse in 1758, was a " Dissenting minister," he also ia a 
" Reverend," according to a recent legal decision. Among 
the modems, to mention hut one, the Rev. Henry New- 
land, late Vicar of St. Mary Church, Devon, one of the 
leaders of the High Church revival of the present century, 
and a devoted angler, has given us one of the most readable 
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booka I know, The Erne, its Legends and Us Fly-fishing ; 
wlule also among the " Severends " ia Dr. Badhamj the 
autiiOF of Prose Halieutics, or Ancient and Modem Msh 
Tattle, which contains vast stores of piscatorial aa well as 
ichthyological chit-chat ni the most interesting character. 
I might almost add that old Izaac Walton himself waa 
more than half a divine. 

I cannot say that I am altogether satisfied vdth the 
existing Literature of Fishing ; I mean with that dating 
before (say) the last fifty years. Twaddle and repetition 
reign supreme in many of the older works, which are full 
too of all kinds of exaggerations and misstatements on 
matters of natural history. Of course we must not be too 
hard on old authors in reference to this last matter, as the 
light they had was but a feeble one, and their powers and 
means of observation were very limited. 

Of what I may call the angling books of the " Middle 
Age " many are mere plagiarisms, and but few contribute 
in any very appreciable degree to the stock of angling 
knowledge. 

Aa regards the poetical literature of angling, it would 
be mere affectation to say much in its praise. A vast 
quantity of it is mere doggerel, while affectation and 
" stiltiness " is another predominating feature. Old John 
Dennys is still far ahead of those who have sought in- 
spiration from the Mnses on this really poetic subject ; 
and thus a field is still open for poets to win fame in 
singing the praises of angling. 

Twould, however, recommend anglers not only to read, 
but to buy any of the old and " Middle-age " books I have 
mentioned, and indeed any old and "Middle-age" books on 
angling, for, in the first place, there is a very great deal in 
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them to amnse, always something to iDstrncfc, and they 
will always fetch their money ^ain, aa there is a great 
demand for old and indeed all angling literature. If 
any one in search of old angling books expends a day in 
"drawing" second-hand book-shops and old stallS] he 
wiU be surprised at the scarcity of the literature he is 
in quest of. 

I have already said all I care to say of modem authors. 
It is from these that young anglers will mainly learn all 
that can be learnt of angling, i. e. from books. Izaak 
Walton, in his " Epistle to the Reader " (second edition), 
thus cautions, — 

"Novi for the art oE catching fiab, that it to utj hov to msike a 
man that was none to be an angler bj a book ; he that undertakee it 
sbdl undertake a harder task than Mr, Halea. that in a printed book, 
called The Privaie School of Defence, undertook to t«ach the art of 
fencing, and was langbed at for bis labour. Not but that manj ugeAil 
things night be observed out of that book ; but that the art was not 
to be taught bj words ; nor ia the art of angling." 

These remarks hold good now. Young anglers, and 
old ones too, who are not above learning, if they wish 
to become proficient in their art, would always do well to 
" take lesBoaa " from experienced hands. For all kinds of 
bottom-fishing the professional Thames puntsmen and the 
■Nottingham fishermen are good instructors, while learners 
mast look further afield for tutors in fly-fishing for trout 
and salmon. Bub after all, few anglers, or would-be 
anglers, are so friendless but that they have some one who 
would take as much pleasure in teaching and illustrating 
the art by the water-side as they themselves would iu 
learning it. 

A word or two as to the illustrations and " cuts " of 
p 2 
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fish ia books on angling. I need bardlj sa; that we must 
not look to the old books for any great ercellence in this 
respect. The cuts in Walton's first edition are better 
perhaps than we might have expected, bat the heads 
of all the fish are fearfully and wonderfully made, while 
their fins are painfully ragged and "jagged." The beat 
iUustrations I know of in any angling book are those in 
Hofland's Angler's Manual, almost all the wood-cuts being 
from pictures of fish painted by himself. Though a fish 
is very simple in outline, it is seldom that it "comes out" 
naturally on paper, and I have seen but few good coloured 
engravings. The attempts in this latter line in the FisTier- 
man's Magazine (which perhaps I ought to have men- 
tioned was published in monthly numbers during the years 
1864 and 1865, and was a most interesting piscatorial jour- 
nal), though no trouble or expense was spared to prodnce 
exact copies of nature, can hardly be considered a success 
even in the majority of instances ; while an ambitioiis artist 
in Honald's Fly-fisher's Entomology has given us a trout 
and grayling in which the vivid colouring has gone very 
far beyond that which the most brilliant of their tribe ever 
exhibited. Mr. Bolfe, of Nicholas Lane in the City, can 
paint a fish to nature, and has well earned for himself the 
title of " The Landseer of Fishes ;" but we still need great 
improvement in the various arts applicable to the illustra- 
tion of books on angbng. 

To those who would wish to make a longer en;nrsns 
into the "Literature of Kshing," I would give the advice 
first, to procure some of the published Catalogues of 
books on angling. Of course the British Museum Cata- 
logue is to be consulted. I notice in my edition of Boaz'a 
Aiygler's Progress (1820), that there is an advertisement of 
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a work " preparing for the Press," entitled, A Bibliogra- 

jihical Ligt of all tlie hooka written either for the imjorove- 
meitt in, or that are degeriptive of, the Art of Angling. I 
Euppose tliis was pablislied, bat I have norer seen it. As 
an Appendix to Piscatorial Reminiscences, a book of 
little value in itself, published in 1835, is a very inte- 
resting Catalogue of Works on Angling, "more extensive 
than any hitherto published," formed upon Sir Henry 
Ellis'a corrected copy of the list which he contributed to 
the British Bibliograflier in 1811. Mr, T. Westwood pub- 
lished his Catalogue in 1861, entitled, A New Bibliotheca 
Piscatoria. It is very scarce, and a new edition with 
addenda would be very welcome. Then, again, there is 
J. R. Smith's Bibliographical Catalogue ofEngligh Writers 
on Angling and Ichthyology, published in 185G. The moat 
important of recent contributions in this direction is the 
Bibliotheca Ichthyologia et Piecatoria, by D. Mulder Bos- 
goed (Haarlem), the Librarian of the Rotterdam Library. 
It is a most comprehensive work, containing as it 
does separate catalogues of books in all languages, on 
Angling, Ichthyology, Pisciculture, Fisheries, and Legis- 
lation on Fisheries. Those interested in this subject 
would also do well to obtain, from time to time, the 
catalogues of Mr. W. Miller, of 6, Stanley Boad, 
Kingslaud. He has been known for upwards of fifty 
years in the trade as a dealer almost exclusively in 
books on angling. Not many years ago he published a 
catalogue announcing that he had for sale nearly 500 
different volumes. The old gentleman is not only a 
Bibliopolist, but a Bibliophilist, and an angler of the 
old school, who can show many a record of his deeds 
in other days. I shall always entertain most pleasant 
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reminiBcencee of a visit I recently paid him, and of the 
couple of hours I spent in his little room, lined on all 
fonr aides, from floor to ceiling, with the " Literature of 
Fishing " and piscatorial curiosities. 

There are in existence something like 600 books on 
angling, and as these are for the most part English, I 
have not thought it worth while to refer to foreign authors. 
But though in our own " Literature of Fishing," books of 
all kiuds are so numerous, yet the cry is " still they 
come " — and Welcome ! 

My last remark is in the way of a suggestion. It is to 
the effect that though the Field and Land and Water (in 
the great ocean of which latter the FisJLerman'a Magazine 
"lost itself" at the close of the year 1865) and the 
Country, always contain much pleasant and instructive 
piscatorial reading, some Angler's Organ, more or less of 
an exclusive character, is wanted as a medium for com- 
munication between fishermen, and as current record of 
miscellaneous matters connected with Fish and Fishing. 

NoTB, — Since the above was pnt into type The Fithing Gazette — a 
weekly — has made its appearance. As it has paid me the compliment 
of reprinting verbatim several long articlei of mine, leilioiil a word 
of arinouiledgment q/" the gource fivm mAici they vere taken, how 
can I do otherwise than wish it success p ! 
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TISHINQ A3 A SPORT. 

" Come, then, karmleti Recreation, 
Solding out the Angler's Seed ; 
Nurse qf pleasing Contemplation, 
JBy the stream thg wantFringi lead." 

The Anglers. 

"An honest sport that is without debate." — Johh Dbnntb. 

Angling in England and other countries — Angling compared with . 
hnnting >uid shoating — EnthnBiasm of anglers — BationBleof angling 
— Effect of field-sports on character — Character of anglers in Izaak 

. "Walton's time and afterwards — A[odeni anglers — London anglera — 
Metropolitan angling clubs — Angling contests — Anglers lovers of 
nature — "Devout" angler* — The virtues of anglers — Angling best 
recreation for " brain-workeia " — Lady anglers. 

It may be taken for granted that centuries before Anthony 
and Cleopatra amused themselves with angling, fishing 
was regarded by many persons as a spori, and not only 
as a means of capturing certain of the/erte naturie with an 
eye to the " pot." But in no country ander the snn has 
fishing, as a sport, erer attained the popularity it enjoys 
at the present time in the British Isles. We are pre-emi- 
nently an angling nation, more so now than ever we were, 
for I estimate that, in proportion to the increase of popu- 
lation, the nnmber of anglers has increased by five hun- 
dred to a thousand per cent, daring the last quarter of a 
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century. Iliera are anglers and angling clubs ia Paris 
and its neighbonrhood, and elaewtere in France. There 
are some hundreds of enthusiastic fishermen for small 
fry in Belgium^ Germany, Holland, Switzerland, Italy, 
and even Spain j while in the United States the formation 
of angling Bocietiea, and the increasing interest taken in 
piscatorial matters, show that angling will, ere long, be- 
come one of the tnogt popular pastimes on the other side of 
the " herring-pond." But we are still far ahead of all 
others in our love of angling as a sport, and are still the 
only veritable peckeurs a la ligne. Inheriting a taste for 
the angle from our Anglo-Saxon fore&thers, we have cul- 
tivated it till angling has become one of the most popular 
of our pastimes and recreations ; and the peoples of other 
countries in this, as in many other matters of sport, 
are gradually following our example, and paying us 
the compliment of adopting the English methods of 
angling with float, spinning bait, and fly. An English- 
man whipping a continental stream is now no longer in 
danger of being hauled before the local authorities on the 
charge of having " dealings with the devil," as was once 
a fellow-countrymen (if tradition speaks truly) at Heidel- 
berg, because an alarmed populace were eye-witnesses to 
the fact that he caught fish in the Neckar " without bait- 
ing his hook," the crass " Fatherlanders " being innocent 
of the use of the artificial fly. In having thus become " a 
nation of anglers," we give evidence of our civilization, for 
angling for mere sport's sake is a mark of civilization, 
which several other pastimes can hardly be said to be; for 
instance, as LacSp^de says, " II y a cette difference entre la 
chasae et la p^che, que cette derniere convient aox peuples 
les plus civilisfe." 
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So namerons a body have anglers become in this 
counhy of late years, that they no longer fear the jeers 
and scoffs which used to be levelled at their amusement ; 
and the cynical are almost afraid to pretend to pity them. 
Bat even now there are some found who question whether 
there is any real sport in fishing as compared, for instance, 
with hunting and shooting. The simplest answer to such 
persons is the fact that thonsanda do find sport, and that too 
of the most exciting and pleasurable kind, in its pursuit. 
Because one person or another " can see nothing in it," 
and the pastime is capable of being described in a ludi- 
crons manner, it does not follow that it is a poor sport. 
Some persons can see nothing in shooting, others in 
hunting; and certainly if any sport or pastime is capable 
of being turned into ridicule it is modem hunting, in 
which some twenty to thirty couple of savage bounds, 
accompauied by hundreds of horsemen, go forth to effect 
the capture of a poor little animal like the fox, or 
still more feeble and timid hare, when either might be 
easily shot, trapped, or snared ? Bat the truth is that, 
to a great extent, it is unreasonable to compare one sport 
with another, for instance, hunting or shooting with fish- 
ing, with a view to special exaltation or depreciation. 
The whole thing is a question de gustibus ; and further- 
more, there is no reason why a man may not derive 
intense pleasure iu the pursuit of all the three field 
sports most popular iu this country. Indeed I know 
many men who are equally enthusiastic as to all these 
pastimes, and follow each with equal zeal and enjoyment, 
as time and opportunity give faciUties for one or the 
other. Each has its features, and each supplies its votary 
tat the time being with the amusement and enjoyment he 
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is in search of. The bold, impetnous rider is by no means 
disqualified from beating bia turnips and stubbles aa a 
plodding, careful shot ; or a sportsman wbo is either the 
former or the latter, or both, from being a patient, " con- 
templative " angler. 

Still, if I were asked, " Which of the three sports creates 
the most enthusiasm ? " I should say at once angling ; and, 
"Which yields the keenest sensation of pleasure?" Ishould 
undoubtedly give the same answer. The hooking, play- 
ing, and eventual landing of a big fish is facile princeps 
the most intense sporting excitement we are capable of. 
Our first partridge, our first brush (or even the first kiss 
" at love's beginning," as Campbell has it), are as nothing 
compared to our first salmon or our first big trout, while 
for ever afterwards a big bag, or " the run of the sea- 
son," are not painted in the memory with such unfading 
colours as a memorable take of fish. The fact that a dis- 
appointment in losing a good fish is one of the greatest 
of sporting trials, makes success all the more pleasurable. 
In Foster's recent life of Swift we find that the Dean, in a 
letter to Pope, wrote thus : " I remember, when I was a 
little boy, I felt a great fish at the end of my line, which 
I drew up almost on the ground, but it dropped in, and 
the disappointment vexes me to this very day." So 
intense are the emotions which fishing excites. 

And as the angler is the most enthusiastic of sports- 
men, so do none persevere with it so long. The well- 
known picture of the old gouty fisherman in his night-cap 
and dressing-gown, and one foot on a rest, indulging in 
hia favourite sport in a tub which had been brought op 
to his bedroom, is but a little exaggeration of his animus. 
There is a good story told of an old courser on his death- 
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bed beckoning hia eldest son to him, and whispering low 
in his ear, " Jack, always look for a hare on an oat artsh 
directly after harvest." Here was the " ruling passion 
strong in death ;" and for some time I looked on an old 
courser as more wedded to his sport than any other man j 
bnt I am now snre he cannot be compared with the old 
angler. The ahooting-man and hunting-man come at last 
to contemplate their " last " season, and deliberately 
withdraw from their sport ; but hardly ever so the angler ; 
and herein consists a special advantage in angling, for in 
some form or other it may be pursued as an amusement 
to the very end of life. If Cicero were writing now J)e 
Senectute, he would certainly mention angling as among 
the pleasures and privileges of old age. 

I have already quoted in my second Note a passage from 
Dame Juliana Bemers, in which the worthy prioress up- 
holds fishing as the best of sports. I cannot resist quoting 
one from old Burton, who, in his Anatomy of Melancholy, I 
have a shrewd idea, is a much greater plagiai-ist than is 
generally supposed. He says (evidently with the passage 
from the Book of St. Alban's in his mind, and perhaps 



" ' Fisbing IB a klnde of hnnting bj water, be it witb nets, neeles, 
baits, BDgling, or otherwise, and yields att out as mnch pleasure to 
some men, as doga, or hawks, when they draw their fiah upon the 
bank,' eaith Nic. Uenselius, SihsiographitB, cap. 3, speaking of that 
eitraordinary delight his countiymen took in fishing and making of 
pooles. James Dubravius, that Moravian, in hia book De Pwc., 
t«lleth, how travelling by the highway-side in Silesia, he found a 
nohteman booted up to the groins, wading himself, pulling the nets, 
and labouring as much as any fisherman of them all : and when some 
belike ol^ected to him the baseness of his oSice, he excused himself, 
that if other men might bant hares, why should not he hunt carpesP 
Many gentlemen in like sort, with us, will wade up to the aruiholes, 
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upon Buch occaaioDB, aod TolnotAriljr undertake that to BatisGe tbeir 
pleasure, which a poor dud for a good stipend wonld scarce be hired to 
ondei^. Flatarch, in hia book I>e Soler. Animal., speaks against all 
fiBhing, OS a filthy, base, illiberall implojmeDt, haviog neither vit nor 
perspicacity in it, nor worth the labour. But he that shall consider 
the variety of baits, for all seasons, and pretty devices which our 
anglers have inveDtfld, pecnliar lines, false flies, severall sleights, £c., 
will say, that it deserves like commendaUon, requires as muuh study 
and perspicacity as the rest, and is to he preferred before many <^ 
them ; because hawking and haating are veiy laborione, mach riding, 
and many dangers accompany them ; but this is still and qaiet; and 
if BO be the angler oatch no fish, yet he halh a wholesome walk to the 
brook side, pleasant shade, by the sweet silver streams ; he hath good 
ur, and sweet smels of fine iresh meadow flowers ; he hears the 
melodious harmony of birds ; ha sees the swans, hems, ducks, wat«r 
hens, cootes, &c., and many other fowie with tbeir brood, which h« 
t^tnketh better than the noise of hounds, or blast of home, and all tbo 
sport that they can make." 

Man lias an innate desire to capture alive or dead the 
feroB naturcE. The chief source, however, of the pleasure 
of snceeae in sport among civilized men is the conaciouB- 
ness that human skill and pei^everance has proved sn- 
perior to the instinct and various powers of the animal. 
Even the nntutored savage has some idea of hunting as a 
ajjori, apart from its being a means of subsistence, and bis 
pleasurable anticipation of the "happy hunting-grounds" 
consists, I take it, in the assurance that he will not 0DI7 
always have wherewithal to satisfy his hunger, but that 
his time will be always delightfiilly employed. A child 
catches flies, not, I think, from any innate cruelty, but 
from an instinct of sport. The fact that success in angling 
is maiDly the result of skill, should give it high rank 
among our field pastimes. 

A great deal of nonsense has been written as to the 
brutalizing e&ects of field-sports. Doubtless Bome years 



PISHIHa AS A SPOET. il 

ago many sportsmen were brutal, as indeed some are now ; 
but these were the product of a brutal age, and were not 
made brutal by their sporta. However much we may 
smile at the expression " sweetneas and light," there is 
certainly a great deal more of these commodities now 
than there was fifty or even twenty-five years ^o. 
" Sqaire Western " is now an anachronism. Many of the 
most refined scholars, earnest philanthropists, and cultured 
gentlemen among us are sportsmen in some line or other^ 
not a few in that of anghng. 

It may be true, as Sydney Smith said, that an English 
country gentleman was assailed directly after breakfast 
with a desire to "go out and kill something;" and it 
may he admitted he is still so assailed; but the w^rit in 
which he " kills " is a sufficient defence, if any were 
needed, of the "desire." 

We know the kind of man Walton was, and we learn 
from him the kind of men hia contemporaries were, who 
belonged to the " gentle " army of anglers. There was 
William Perkins, "a learned divine, and a pious and 
fainful preacher," of whom Walton says that he 
"bestowed commendation on angling." I notice, by flie 
way, that of Perkins, Sir John Hawkins, in a note to his 
edition of Walton (1760), remavks that he had lost the 
use of hia right hand, and that therefore Walton nsed 
" extreme caution " in speaking ofhim as he could "hardly 
be supposed capable of baiting hia hook," It is possible 
that this was the case ; but I may mention that John 
Keene, one of the Staines professional fishermen, has long 
been without one of his arms, and yet, of my peraonal 
experience, can shove a punt, fix his ripecks, put a worm 
or other bait on a hook in the most artistic manner, fish 
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in every etyle, and make tackle with bis solitary hani]. 
Then ^ain there was T)r. Whitaker, the Regius Pro- 
fessor of Divinity at Cambridge, " a dear lover and 
great practiser,'^ as Walton says, of angling. Another 
historical angler of Walton's time was Dr. Alexander 
Nowel, spoken of by Walton as a man "noted for bis 
meek spirit, deep learning, prudence, and piety," and as 
" a dear lover and constant practiser of angling as any 
age can produce." What further Walton saya of him is 
worth quoting in bis own words ; — 

" Hia custom was to spend besides his fixed bours of prayer, tboee 
hours which, by oomnisnd of the Church, were enjoined the clergy, 
and voluntarily dedicated tJi derotiou by many primitive Cbristiaug, I 
aay, besides those hoars, this good man was observed to spend a tenth 
part of his time in Angling ; and, also, for I bave conversed with 
those which bave conversed with him, to bestow a tenth part of his 
revenne. and nsuiilly all his fish, amongst tlie poor that iuhahited near 
to those rivers in which it wss oan);ht, saying ofl«n, ' that charity 
gave life to religion :' and at his return to his house, wonld praise 
God he bad spent that day free from worldly trouble ; both harmlessly 
and in recreation that hecanie a Churchman. And this good man 
was weU content, if not desiroun, that posterity sbonld know he was 
an Angler ; as may appear by his picture, now to be seeu and care- 
fully kept, in Brazen-nose College, to which be was a liberctl bene- 
factor. In which picture be is drawn leaning; on a desk, with his 
Bible before him; and on one band of him, hia lines, hooka, and other 
tackling, lying in a round ; and on his other hand are his Angle-rods 
of several sorU ; and by tbem this is written, ' that he died 13 Feh., 
1601, being aged ninety-five years, forty-four of which he bad beea 
Dean of St. Paul's Church ; and that his age neither impaired his hear- 
ing, nor dimmed his eyes, nor weakened his memory, nor made any 
of the faculties of his mind weak or nseless.' It is said that Anglings 
and temperance were great causes of these blessings ; and I wish the 
like to all that imitate him, and love the memory of so good a man." 

By the way, tbe remark of Walton that Dean Nowel 
" made that good, plain, nnperplexed Catechism which is 
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printed with our good old service-book," is not correct. 
Nowel drew up two admirable catechisms, the " greater " 
and the " less,'' which were allowed and received by the , 
Church in the reign of Elizabeth, and of one of which 
Whitgift says, " I know no man so well learned, but it 
may become him to read and study that learned and ne- 
cessary book." But the Catechism as it now stands in 
the Prayer Book was not the work of the eld and reverend 
angler. 

Sir Henry Wotton, Provoat of Eton College, was ano- 
ther of Walton's contemporaries, aud an intimate friend ; 
an ardent hsherman, who discoursed well in proao and 
verse on the art. Thus again Walton of this worthy, — ■ 

" This man, whose veiy approbation of Angling were aufficieDt to 
coDTince any modest ceoKiirer of it, this man was also, B most dear 
lover, and a frequent practiser of the art of Angling; of which he 
would eaj, ' it was an employment for bis idle time, wbicb was then 
not idly spent ;' for Angling was, after tedious study, 'a rest to bis 
mind, a obeerer of his spirits, a ilivertsr of sadness, a calmei' of unquist 
thoughts, a moderiLtor of passions, a procurer of contenteduess ; and 
that it begat habits of peace and patience in those that professed and 
practised it.' Indeed, my friend, yon will find Angling to bs like the 
virtue of humility, which has a calmness of spirit, and a world of 
other blessings attending upon it." 

Long after he was seventy years of age did Wotton 
" sit quietly on a summer's evening, on a bank a-fishiog," 
and sang the praises of the angle. 

■ Then again there was Dr. Sheldon, Warden of All 
Souls* College, Oxford, the founder of the .Sheldonian 
Theatre, and Archbishop of Canterbury, whom Walton 
speaka of as a noted fiaher for umber and barbel. " Hia 
skill," he says, " is above others, and of that the poor 
that dwell about him have a comfortable experience." 
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Dr. Leigh, wlio was Master of Balliol College, Oxford, 
Sir Jolin Hawkins informs us, made angling " the recrea- 
tion of his vacant hours," though " turned of ninety." 
He died in 1790. 

I might have gone back farther, and mentioned other 
anglers of more ancient days, like Anthony and Cleopatra. 
The Emperor Augustas was an angler, and eo was Oara- 
calla, whose exploits in the "Virginia Water of the 
Csesars " Oppian has happily chronicled. 

We gather, too, from some scurrilous verses by the 
witty and venomous Lord Rochester, beginning 
" MethinkB I see oor mighty Monarch stand. 
His pliant aogle trembliDg in bie hand," 

that our Charles the Second was one of the fraternity. 

More lately among those of notable anglers we bare 
the names of Sir Humphry Davy, Archdeacon Paley, 
Sir P. Chantrey, Brinsley Sheridan, Sir Anthony Car- 
lisle, Professor Wilson, and Sir John Soane, all men of 
eminence. 

Modem anglers are of course a very miscellaneoas 
class, ranging from the highest to the lowest in the land. 
The " Upper Ten " and the " Plutocracy " supply most of 
the salmon fishers, for salmon-fishing is aa expensive 
amusement — 

" Kon coivia homiai contingit adire Corinthatn." 

There are men who give up their lives to salmon fish- 
ing, and go almost all over the world for it, spending 
fortunes in the pursuit. They have cast a fiy on almost 
every river in the three kingdoms, and know every inch 
of the famous Scotch waters almost as well as Mr. Wataon 
Lyall, the proprietor and editor of the Spwtsmait'a 
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Guide to Scotland, and himself one of the most accom- 
plished fishermen north of the Tweed. The Norway 
waters are familiar to tiiem ; they have landed monsters 
from the salmon-hannted rirera of Eastern and Western 
America, and by way of a new sensation now betake them- 
selves to the bright waters Bowing from the Himalayas, to 
struggle with the gigantic and plucky Mahseer. Among 
the more humble fishermen are all sorts and conditions of ' 
men; the comely gentleman, the professional man, the 
artist, the lawyer, the physician, the dirine, the " city 
man," the artisan. I know among the most devoted 
of anglers a celebrated modem artist, one of the most 
eminent surgeons of the day, a distingnished "Officer 
of Health," an eminent East-end undertaker, a scientifio 
master sweep, and a most learned examiner for the 
Civil Service whose greatest delight after "marking 
papers" is to get away to the banks of a trout 
stream. Not a few modem statesmen have been vo- 
taries of the rod and line, among whom I may mention 
M, de Salvandy, a member of the Cabinet in the reign of 
Louis Philippe, who would day after day escape from his 
official residence at the Ministry of Public Instruction to 
indulge in his favourite sport of gudgeon-fishing at a 
well-known spot under the Ponte de la Concorde. I 
cannot indeed understand from his character how Mr, 
John Bright is one of the most enthusiastic anglers 
of the day, any more than I can imagine that Mr. 
Gladstone is likely to become one; but the fact remains 
that the honourable member for Birmingham is one 
of the fraternity. Daniel Webster, President of the 
United States, was an angler to the backbone, as his 
Angl^t Tour, a fine piece of hterary composition, bears 

a 
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witness; and Charles Kmgaley masterfully wielded the 
rod, 

The still progresBing popularity of fiahing, to wHch I 
have already alluded, may be gathered from the wonderful 
increase in late years of Angling Societies in the metropolis 
alone. Mr. R. Ghumey, the Secretary of the "Hoxton Bro- 
thers " and of the Central Committee of the " United London 
Anglers," has most kindly furnished me with some infor- 
mation on this point, from which I gather that there are at 
the present time about eighty Angling Clubs or Societies 
in the metropolitan districts, fifty-three of which are asso- 
ciated together under the name of the " United London 
Anglers," and pay social visits in rotation to the " Head 
Centre." The fifty-three clubs have in round numbers 
1700 members, and tbe other clubs 500, the very great 
majority of whom are small shopkeepers, mechauics, and 
" working " men. Of the same class there are at least 
1000 regular anglers in the London districts who belong 
to no clubs. Further it may be calculated that there are 
500 more regular anglers who reside in the vicinity of the 
Thames, the Lea, and other waters, say within twenty 
miles of London. To these also may be added 1000 at 
least of regular anglers, of the "upper" classes, gentle- 
men, merchants) and " large " shopkeepers. These added. 
togetber will give us, in round numbers, a grand total of 
5000 persona who make angling their chief recreation in 
a moderately circumscribed area of which London is the 
centre. 

The Metropolitan Angling Clubs are a great feature in 
the annala of modem fishing. But a few years ago they 
might have been counted on the fingers of the two hands, 
but DOW, as I hare said, they hare increased and multi- 
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plied wonderfully. They hold their meetings, weekly or 
bi-weekly, in the season, at BOOie congenial hostelry, the 
landlord of which is generally one of the fraternity. Theae 
names are "fanciful" but significative of their craft or 
indicative of the good fellowship which reigns supreme 
among anglers. Thus we have the " Friendly Anglers," 
the "Amicable Waltonians," the " Brothers- well-met," 
the " Golden Barbel," the " Sir Hugh Myddelton," the 
" Convivial," the " Nil Desperandum," the " Isaak Wal- 
ton," the " Silver Trout," the "Walton and Cotton," the 
"Hozton Brothers," and "Brothers" and "Anglers" 
innnmerable with an agnomen signifying their particular 
district. Their club-rooms are decorated with preserved 
fish, many splendid cases of which they exhibited at the 
Piscatorial Exhibition at the Westminster Aquarium in 
1877, and various piscatorial trophies. At their meetings 
they " show " and " weigh in " their captures, and prizes 
are given for the " takes." It would be more easy almost: 
to enumerate what these prizes are not than what they 
are, as they range from a set of dining-tables down to a 
silver thimble, and like Achillea, the least fortunate mem* 
ber values his prize, though it be "but a little one." 
Watches, teapots, lustres, purses, cigar-cases, et hoe genus 
amne, not forgetting fishing-boots, waterproof-coats, and 
fishing-tackle, serve as testimonials to skill and luckj 
while coals are also at Christmas time among the rewards 
of merit, and even a lively young porker and a half-grown 
donkey have figured among the honoraria. 

The establishment of these clubs in London, and in the 
provinces, where they flourish equally well, has given rise 
of late years to Anghng contests, by which, of course, 

the "enterprising landlord" of the ■ Arms, who 
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generally gefca them up and proTides the prizea, con- 
trives to lose nothing by hia enterprise. The intense 
interest these contests excite, and the number of com- 
petitors who join in them, must be astonishing to those who 
are not acquainted with this modern feature of Angling. 
Not very long ago in the " North Midlands/' a liberal host 
offered six prizes ranging from 241. to 41. to be fished for, 
andhisfriendsprovidediyO "additional" ones. The com- 
petitors, who had to pay 3s. 6d. entrance each, numbered 
no less than 500, and they were stationed at twelve yards 
apart, the line thus occupying a distance along the water- 
side of three miles and a half. The day being a snitable 
one for fishing, the aggregate of fish taken was very 
large, the winner of the first prize scoring 19 lbs. IJ oz. 
" The arrangement was most complete," says the histo- 
riao, " and everything passed off most satisfactorily '*' — a 
fact to be noted, as showing consummate generalship 
on the part of the managers, and an exceeding amonnt of 
good fellowship and " charity " on the pait of the con- 
testant anglers. Still more recently on the Lea, 276 
anglers entered for a great roach matob, and the day 
being un&vonrable, the winner got the first prize of 401, 
with 18^ oz. of fish, which on that particular day were 
thus worth almost their weight in gold. Matches also 
between two anglers are now of common occnrrenoe, 
and these often for very largo sums. I remember not 
' — ago seeing a challenge from one first-rate hand to 
ler, to a contest of skill for lOOi. a side. Whether 
. contests conduce to the good of "the craft" is 
ler question ; they certainly show the keenness with 
li angling is now pursued. That betting should take 
' on these occasions is only what might be expected, as 
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■Englishmen -will bet on everything "bettable," such as 
the setthng o£ flies on lumps of sugar, commonly known 
as " Fly Loo ;" the trickling of heavy raindrops down a 
window pane, and the racing powers of gentles on a 
mahogany table. 

Bat to return for a moment to oar London anglers. I 
think it a matter for congratulation that so many han- 
dreds of genuine working men, from the shop-tied mas- 
ters and men down to the literally " horny-handed sons 
of toil/' take such intense pleasure in the innocent and 
healthful recreation of angling j and I am glad that the 
Bailway Companies, by the issne of " Angling tickets," 
at reduced fares (under the management of the Central 
Committee of Anglers), grant facilities of sport to those 
to whom the saving of a shilling is an object. I most 
cordially sympathize with the sentiment of the angler's 
song, called the Invitation, which thus runs : — 

" Ob, while SshiDg lasts enjoy it. 

Let na to the BtreaniB repair ; 
Snatch some hours from t«il and study, 

Nature's hlessed gifta to share. 
Ye who stand behind the counter. 

Or groan pallid at the loom. 
Leave the measure and the ihattle. 

To the rippling stream come, coni« 1 • 

" He that clothed their banks vith verdnre. 

Dotted them with varions flowers ; 
Meant that ye, though doom'd to laboar, 

Shonid enjoy some cheering hoars ; 
Wipe yonr reeking brows, come with us 

With your hasket and your rod ; 
And with happy hearts look up from 

Nature nnto Nature's God." 

I have a great respect for the London angler, though 
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he is a roughish castomer sometimes to look at. He 
means business, with his fishing-box padded on the top 
for a seat, his bundle of rods, and other well-selected 
paraphernalia and impedimenta; and he does it, if the 
Fish and the Fates are at all propitious. After his bind 
the London angler is a tme sportsman. 

One of the great charms of angling is, that of all sports it 
affords the best opportunities of enjoying the wonders and 
beauties of Nature ; while, at the same time, it developes 
a love of nature, and creates a taste for the study of 
various celestial and terrestrial phenomena. This sentence 
may sound like an introduction to a heavy essay, the 
writer of which is in duty bound to elaborate his theme 
to the utmost, and not unlikely to indulge in exagge- 
ration. I shall endeavour to avoid these errors; but I 
.must speak as I feel, and as an enthusiastic angler, and 
I might say a believer in angling and its virtues, I do not 
hesitate to "magnify my office." 

Whatever be the season of the year, whether the 
angler be casting his fly on the early rivers of Devonshire, 
mid the cold winds and storms of February and March, 
or later on beneath the more genial skies of April 
and May, or basking in the summer's sun on the bosom 
of the Thames, as he is lazily indi&erent whether his line 
tempt the fish or not, or pursuing his pastime during the 
soft autumn days, or the chill and short daylight hours 
of winter; whether he be strolling along the margin of 
the swift-rushing streams of Wales and Scotland, with 
mountain and moorland round him, or of the more gently 
flowing rivers of the South which meander through the 
rich water-meadows, curtained by hanging woods, or 
angling patiently on lonely loch or by side of sedgy pool. 
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he tas his eyes and ears open for tlie Bights and sounds 
of nature, as she presents herself to him in her various 
moods and phases. I do not, of course, mean that all 
anglers are keen lovers of nature or observant of natural 
phenomena; hut the great majority certainly are so, and 
become more and more interested every year in all they 
see and hear about their paths. He spake truly in the 
" Old Play;"— 

" Trust me, there is mnoh 'vantage in it, sir ; 
You do forget the noiay pother of mankind. 
And win commanion with sweet Nature's self, 
Iq pljiDg our dear craft." 

And BO not unfrequently, nay, it very often happens that 
the angler ia led to investigate the habits of the birds, 
beasts, and iosects which present themselves to him in 
his vocation, and the marvels of the lives of the innu- 
merable creatures ivhich tenant the earth, air, and water ; 
and thus he becomes an enthusiastic, though, of course, 
not always a scientific naturalist ; while the trees of the 
forest and the flowers of the field are another endless 
Bource of interest and study. 

It is in this respect that fishing as a sport has a great 
advantage over both hnntiog and shooting. These in 
their very nature so engross the sportsman's attention, 
that he cannot suffer his mind to be diverted from the 
immediate pursuit of the sport in hand. Of course, he 
baa what may be called leisure moments in both, but he 
cannot at any moment suspend, as it were, his operations, 
■whatever be his love of nature and natural history. It is 
otherwise with the angler : he can lay aside his rod for 
any interval he likes, whenever his attention is called to 
some interesting object or phenomenon, and can even 



. Lhki^^Ic 



bb NOTES ON FISH AND FISHING. 

pursae liia Bport and obserrations together. This is, as 
I hare said, one of the great charma of the fisherman's 
Bport ; and which makes it, par excellence, " The Contem- 
platiye Man's Recreation." I can well oaderatand the 
earnest ejaculation of a well-known writer and Bportsuuui 
still among ns, when he says,— 

" Yon may shoot, yoo may tnnt, yon may stalk the red dew, 
Let me lUt to the mneic of some falliog weh." 

Tes — " The Recreation " of a " Contemplatirfl Man," 
in the highest sense of the word : for I will Tentare to say 
that anglers, as a role, are " devout," if not strictly 
speaking, "religions men." It has been well said, that 
" an indevout philosopher is mad." I would almost say 
the same of an "indevout" angler. The devout tone of 
-angling literature, from its beginning to the present day, 
is very marked. Isaak Walton's book may almost be 
called a religious work, so replete is it with religions 
thoughts which had their origin in the contemplation of 
the wonders and beauties of nature. I do not mean, of 
course, that fishing on the banks of the Lea or Dove or 
qoiet Staffordshire streams, made Walton a religious man. 
He was, and would have been that, without his love of 
angling and of nature. But, doubtless, his angling 
rambles increased his tove of nature, and his love of 
nature his love of its Creator. Here is one passage, 
a well-known one out of scores, which illustrates his 
frame of mind, and his constant contemplation of nature 
as (to use the striking expression of Chancer) "The 
Vicar of the Almightie Lord :" — 

"Lo there, the nightingale! Another of our airy oreaturee, which 
hroatiies auoh sweet bud mnsic out of her Uttle iDBtramental throat, 
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that it mij^ht make mankind to tbink tniraclea an not ceued. He 
that at midnight (when the verj labonrer Bleeps aecural; ) sbonld hear 
(as I have veij ofUn) the clear aire, th« sweet descants, the natural 
rising and falling, the doubling and redoubling of her voioe, might 
well be lifted above earth and saj. Lord, what mnaick hast Thon prO' 
Tided fi>r the Stunts in HesTcn when Thon affoideat bad mm such 
mnsick on earth P " 

I do believe that sometliiDg of this spirit pervades most 
anglers ; though, as there are some ^ho are deaf and blind 
to the sights and sounds of nature round them, so are 
there some who, conseqaently, have no devout thoughts, 
and to whom the "looking through nature up to nature's 
God" are mere empty words. I would fain hope, however, 
that these are the exceptions; that the old lines which 
date back as far as 1706, are in the main still true, — 

" Angling tendg our bodies to exercise, 
And also aonls to make holj and wise 
Byheavenlj- thoughts and meditation — 
This is the angler's recreation '," 

and that most of those who seek recreation "with their 
angle " amid the works of nature, sympathize with the 
words and thoughts of old John Dennya, where he says, — 

" All these and manj mare of His creation, 

That made the heavens, the angler oft doth see. 

And takes therein no little delectation 

To think how strange and wonderful! they bee, 

Framing thereof an inward contemplation 
To set his thoughts on other fancies free ; 

And while he looks on these with jojf nl eye. 

His mind is wrapt above the stsrry skie." 

But if angling does not make men " religious " or even 
" devout," it certainly tends to make them philosophers— 
g^>od "heathens" — as its practice is formative of many 
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moral virtues and excellencies, which are closely allied to 
Christian graces. I will not discuss the qneation whicli 
may arise as to whether these " virtues " " excellencies " 
and "graces" lead a man to be an angler, or whether by 
becoming an angler these virtues are developed; for I 
have taken the latter hypothesis for granted, though of 
course in these, as in many other matters, there is & 
process of " action and reaction " ever going on, more or 
less. 

Or, to put it in a more abstract way, let ns say the 
angler has certain " gifts " of a very enviable character, or 
even less strongly, that he is taught many admirable 
lessons. He has, for instance, the gift of, or is taught the 
lesson of contentment, calmness, and composure. This is 
how old Isaab puts it, — 

"Sir" (gaya Pisoator), "there are many men that are by otheni 
taken to be serioai grave men, which we contemn and pitie ; men of 
Bowre complexionB ; money-getting men, that spend all their time 
_ first in getting, and neit in aniious care to keep it ; men that are 
condenm'd to be rich, and always discontented, or busie. For these 
poor-rich-men, wee anglers pitie them ; and stand in no need to 
borrow their thoughts to think auraelres bappie. For (trust me, 
sir) we enjoy a contentedneese above the reach of sHch dispositions." 

And in another passage, thus, — 

" Anglers, and meek, qaiet spirited men, are free from those high, 
those restless thonghts, which corrode the sweets of life," 

Colonel Venables, a contemporary of Walton, writes in 
a similar strain, — 

" In tha art of angling man hath none to quarrel with but himself, 
and this enmity, if any, can be easily composed. This recreation 
falleth within the lowest fortune to compass, — affording also profit as 
well as pleaeare, in following which ezerciae, a man may employ faia 
thoughts in the noblest studio, alraost as freely as in his closet, the 
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minds of anglers' being asuallj calm and composed, but nben be has 
the irorse success, he only loseth but a hook and line, or, perh&ps what 
he never possessed, a fish ; and suppose he tukes nothing, yet he 
enjoyeth a delightful walk bj pleasant rivers, in sweet pastures, 
amongst odoriferouB flowers, ffhich gratiff his senses and delight his 

Aptly, toOj has a well-known scholar thos hexametriaed 
the virtue of angling, — 

" Felix cui placidie {raudes atque otia cune 
Fiscator ! tibi enim tranquillo in corde severum 
Sobsidet desiderinm, tibi sedulua angor. 
Dam tremnla andarum facies, et mobilis nmbra, 
Ihim pura grave murmur aqns, virtute quietH 
ComposuSrs animum, et blandis aflectibus implent." 
And Washicgton Irving, no mean authority, has said 
in the same key,^ 

"There ia certainly something in angling that tends to produce a 
gentleness of spirit and a pure serenity of mind." 

That patience is one of the virtues of an angler, ia 
a trite theme. " Te have heard of the patience of Job." 
Who has not heard of the patience of the fisherman ? An 
old angler and writer in 1692, says, with a alight tonch of 
sarcasm, and perhaps after a blank day, — 
" If patienco be a virtue, then 
How happy ate we Bshermen ! 
For all do know that those who fish 
Have patieuce more than heart cao wish." 

- But whether anglers have patience or not, certain it is 
that this virtue is a sine qua n<m for success. I hold they 
have it, and that the constant pursuit of their pastime is 
constantly developing it. Bad sport, like bad sermons, 
calls forth this virtue. That some anglers are im- 
patient I admit ; and doubtleaa they were so in Walton's 
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time, as lie advises tliem " to be patient, and forbear 
swearing, lest tbey be beard and catch no fish," 

I shall probably seem to be somewhat over-doing tbia 
part of my subject, if I elaborate the many other " virtuea" 
which I believe characterize the fisherman, and which 
angling tends to form and strengthen in him. Suffice it, 
then, to say that the angler, as a rale, is marked by many 
admirable qualities which stand him in good stead in the 
ordinary vocations of bis daily life, and that angling is 
a nursery for these ; such as concentration, calculation, 
and observation. It has been well said, that angling is 
" a sport that requires as much enthusiasm as poetry, as 
much patience as mathematics, and as much caution as 
housebreaking;" while John Dennys credits the perfect 
angler with every virtue that adorns the perfect Chris- 
tian — faith, hope, charity, patience, humility, courage, 
liberality, knowledge, peaceablenesa, and temperance. 
Angling is certainly a good recipe for safe guidance, or, 
rather, safe action in many an eventful crisis of our Kves, 
when our minds are strongly agitated. We are often on 
the spur of the moment almost irresistibly impelled to 
say some hasty words, to write some hasty letter, or com- 
mit ourselves to some hasty line of action. A kind Mentor, 
or our better and more reasonable self, says, " Sleep over 
it" — I say, "Fish over it." 

Anglers, though I claim for them that they are humble- 
minded men, are on good terms with themselves, as 
indeed they ought to be. They are certainly philoso- 
phers, whose frame of mind is much to be envied. Aa 
said one of them, — 

" Sweet Nature aTonnd me ; the world's troubles far ; 
Believe me we fishora philosopherg are." 
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A perfect angler ie indeed a perfect man — our old friendj the 
TeTpaiywvof avtjp of Aristotle— a many-sided and a sqoare- 
sided man — a " perfect cube;" one, who always presents 
a face and square side uppermost in all emergencies. 

Anglers, too, enjoy the conaciousness that their sport 
has less drawbacks than almost any other pastime that 
can be named ; and though by no means cynics or mban- 
thropes, they feel that Thomas Weaver was not far wrong, 
when he said, — 

" All pleasorei, bat the angler'a, bring 
I' tbe tail repentance, lilie t, sting :" 
while the harmlessnesa of their amusement is an additional 
source of happiness. It is not "merely a pretty way of 
putting things," where Wotton sings of the fisherman 
as one, — 

" Who with hie angle and his boobs 

Can think the longest dajr well spent ; 
And praises Goi when back he looks, 
And finds that all naa innocent." 

As a recreation for professional men, the brain-workers 
of the human tribe, those who are liable to mental 
exhaustion in callings which involve continuous attention 
at a high pressure, and not infrequently induce mental 
depression, there is in my opinion nothing to be compared 
with fishing. No men stand more in need of periodical 
rest than our hard-worked clergy, barristers, physicians, 
and literary and scientific men ; and the best kind of rest 
is that combined with recreation of a character ^hich shall 
not further exhaust them. I hold it to be a most fatal mis- 
take to suppose that the best means of recuperating an 
overwrought, a jaded or depressed mind, is to take violent 
bodily exercise, in the way, for instaQce,-of Alpine climbing. 
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a long pedestriftn or rowing excnraion, op laborious sliootin^ 
or deer- stalking. I have known many men come back 
from a month or six week's holiday, in wliicli bodily 
exercise bas been a main feature, worse men than they 
set forth. Angling supplies sufficient opportunity for 
taking exercise and laying in a stock of fresh air to snch 
persons as I have mentioned, without entailing bodily 
exhaustion; while it aflForda abundant diversion and plea- 
Bureable excitement of not too exacting a character to the 
mind. It is the very kind of recreation which will restore 
both body and mind, and refit the man to return to work. 
Aa PhEedrus says, — ■ 

" LuduB animo debet aliqnando dari. 
Ad eogitandum melior at redeat tibi." 
A word or two on angling as a Sport and pastime for 
Ladies. Why should it not be so ? It is par excellence 
the "gentle" art. Why, then, should not those porsue 
it whose nature is specially characterized by " gentle- 
ness " ? The question of cruelty in angling I have already 
disposed of. Lady anglers need fear no greater qualms 
than gentlemen. Peter Pindar has sung quaintly and 
prettily enough in his Ballad to a Fish of ike Brook, — ■ 
" Oh, barmlesa tenaat of tbe flood ! 
I do not wish to spill th j blood ; 

For Nature an to tliee 
Perchance has given a tender wife, 
And children dear to charm thy life, 

As xhe has done to me. 
!Enjof thy stream, oh, harmleaa fish 1 
And when an angler for bia dish. 
Through gluttony's vile sin. 
Attempts, a wretch, to pull thee oat, 
God give thee strength, oh, genUe tront. 
To pall the rascal in/" 
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But tliongli an appeal from a domeabic "platform" ia 
supposed to have a greater influence on a womaii than on 
a man, our lady angler may be proof against the poet's 
Bentimentalism. Nor will she succumb, as Goethe's 
Fislier did, if perchance a " Syren Nymph" rises from 
the depths, and appeals to her, — 

" Why tbua my watery brood 
With lies of humsD ataUgflm, 

To these death-heata deladeP 
Oh, could'st thou Bee how happj live 

Tbe little fish below, 
Thyself beneath the flood wonld'st dive. 

And bliss for ever know ! " 

The only difficulties I know of in reference to ladies 
angling, are the exposure to weather and the manipulation 
of certain baits by fair fingers ; but these may easily be 
overcome. 

Several ladies are now well known as expert salmon 
fishers, as the records in the Field and Land and Water 
testify each season. Some years ago I made the acquain- 
tance of a lady and her husband, who were staying at the 
Sands Hotel, Slapton Lea, for jack-fishing. The lady 
was a most enthusiastic angler, as indeed ladies always 
are when they take to it, and it was really a treat to see 
her in her waterproof apron spinning most artistically and 
Buccessfully for Ekox Inidus in that famous lake. But fly- 
fishing for trout is the most suitable angling for the fair 
sex, though I cannot recommend their wading. Is there 
a sport or pastime which can set a lady's figure off to 
better advantage than this ? Mr. Millais I do let us 
have a picture of "A Lady Trout- Fishing I " There is 
no one who could do this half as well as yoursein 
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Here is an old Boag in which the ladies declare their 

intention to take to angling, though I will not hold them 

answerable for the somewhat inrolred meatung of the 

first stanza, or the Tate and Brady rhyme in the refrain,— 

" By porting atrsttms, in eboAj deU, 

The angler tunes his vocal Bhell, 

And, hark ! inviteB the iair ; 
Soft and enticing are hie laja. 
And Bweet to men of senae hia praiae — 
Oar smileB reward bis care. 

The joUy angler's sport* well join. 
And loTB with paatime ahall combine. 
" Too long ha« fooliih cnstom crept 
Between the geiea — ^too long kept 

Those fonu'd for bliM apart; 

The bottle's rude intemp'rate noise 

Tbe social charms of life destroja 

Which woman's bom t' impurt 

" The chase ill suite our tender frame, 

Exposure brings the bloah of shame — 

IndelicatA display ; 
But see tbe fair with arm divine 
Spring round tbe rod, and throw the line, 
Tis grace henelf at play. 
" We'll have the peaceful angler's joys ; 
Tbe world's tamnlt, care, and noise 

For calmer ecenes resign ; 
IJpon our cheeks health's ruddy glow 
Ethereal beauty will bestow. 
And make oar charms divine. 
" Boy, hither bring th' elastic wand, 
Endoed with magic by our hand. 

Twill charm the finny prey ; 
With graceful sweep, the lioe once thrown, 
Fiahea as well as men shall owb 
Onr universal sway. 

The jolly angler's eport, Ac" 
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Edmund Waller, the most charming " aong" writer in 
the English language, though he wrote two centarieB ago, 
and for ever to be remembered as the anthor of the Ode 
On a Lady'g Girdle, and himself, as Walton tella us, "a 
lover of the angle," has immortalized lady anglers in his 
poem entitled On a Lady Fishing vfith an Angle, and 
commencing — 

" See where the £iir Clorlnda sits." 

I wonld tliat the " screaming sisterhood " of these 
latter days would take to the Angle instead of to law, 
physic, and the assertion of " Woman's Rights." No one 
will deny their right to enjoy Fishing as a Sport. 
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7IS&IN0 AS A FtnB ART. 



" Oh, tir, 'lit net to be questioned hut that it U an Art, and an 
Art worth your teaming." — Waltoh. 

" Yoa lee the mayt afiiherman doth take 
To natch thejiah, what engines doth h« make. 
Sehold horc he engageth all kit vfils, 
Also hie snares, lines, angles, hooks, and nets." 

BlTBTAN. 

Antiquity of angling — Ancient and raodeni fisliing- tackle — Progress 
of angling as an " art " — NnmberleBS qnertioDii to be considered by 
anglers as to habitata and habits of fish, tackle, baits, &c. — Numbei- 
leaa erpedients to be resorted to — Education of modem fish — The 
angler a mefeorolc^iBt, geologist, entomolc^t, and naturalist gene- 
rallj — Character of the angler by Qervase Uarkham — Use of 
aquaria to anglers — Some BuggestionB. 

Unlbs8 mankind were vegetariana before the Flood, aa 
some persons tliink they were from a comparison of the 
passages in the Book of Genesis^ where to man is given 
dominion orer the animal creation, it may almost be taken 
for granted that the capture of fish for food was among 
his earliest pursuits. Nets and spears would probably be 
the chief means used for such capture, but it is not less 
probable that hooks and lines, and perhaps rods, were 
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among the earliest " engines " employed in fishing. As 
I have said in the last Note, angling only became a " sport" 
aa civilization advanced ; but it was an " Art " before it 
was a sport. Possibly also we may regard Tnbal-Oain, 
the " instructor of every artificer in brass and iron," as 
the " Father of Angling " as an Art, or at least the chief 
developer of it, and, perhaps the first maker of artistic 
fish-hooks in metal. Tubal-Cain was the direct descendant 
of Cain, the son of Adam, in the sixth generation, and it 
is to members of this branch of the hnman family we look 
as the authors of the earliest useful inventions and 
"elegancies" of semi-civilized life. A very ancient 
mythological tradition makes Halieus (" fisherman ") the 
first builder of a fishing-boat, and Vulcan his son as 
the perfector of the art of fishing ; and further identifies 
this Vulcan with Tubal-Cain. Tradition also conuecta 
Venna (Aphrodite — " bom from the sf-a ") with Naamah, 
Tnbal-Cain's sister, who is said to Lave been one of the 
wives of Ham, Noah's son. Thas a knowledge of Fish 
and Fishing would have been introduced among the imme- 
diate descendants of Noah, to whom it would have been 
most useful, as fish were the only animals which did not 
sufl'er from the flood. 

Bat all this for what it is worth. Certainly the old 
I^oenicians and Egyptians practised the "Art" of 
angling. So also the ancient Greeks, as Homer tells us 

" or beetling roclu that overhang the flood. 
Where eileiit inglerE cast insidious food, 
With frondful care anait the finnj prize, 
And snddeo litt it qnivering to the skieB." 

In the Book of Job we read, " Canst thou draw out levia- 
E 2 



100 1I0TE8 ON HSH AMD FISHINQ. 

than with a hooh? or bis tongue with a cord which thoa 
letteat down ? Canat thon put an hook into his nose 7 
or bore his jaw through with a thorn ?" — the last word 
probably referring to fish-hooks made of tongh wood (?), 
In the prophet Habakkok we read of fish being taken 
" with the wa^ls ; " and in Isaiah of " those that cast the 
hook into the river," 

The Greeks and Bomans of later times, as became 
civilized people, were anglers for diversion's sake, and 
artistic anglers too, as piscatory writers bear witness, A 
modern angler cannot fail to enter into the spirit of 
many of the passt^s from Oppion, and feel that the 
fishermen of old were of the same fraternity as " brothers 
of the angle " now. Here is a specimen of the old poet 
well rendered into our native tongue : — 

" A bit« I Hurrah 1 the length'ning line extends, 
Above the tugging fiah the arch'd teed benda ; 
He strn^Ies hard, and noble sport will yield, 
Hj liege, ere wearied ont he quits the field. 
See how he ewims np, down, luid now ftthwart 
The rapid stream — now pansing as in thought ; 
And now joa force him from the azare deep ; 
He moantB, he benda, and with resilient leap 
Boonds into lur I There see the dangler twiil, 
ConvaUire start, hang, curl, again ancorl. 
Caper once more lihe jonng Terpsichore c- 

la giddj gyiea above the sounding sea. 
Till near'd, you aeize the prize with steady wrist, 
And grasp at last the bright funambulist I " 



" The fisher, standing from the shallap's head, 
Frqects the lengtb'ning line and plunging lead, 
Gently retracts, then draws it in apace, 
'While flocking antbias follow and give chase 
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As men tbeir foe, so these pursue their fata. 

And cloaelj press the still reoe^ng but. 

Nor long in vbid tlie tempting momel pleads, 

A huDgiy anthia seizes, snaps, and bleeds; 

The fraud soon felt, he flies in wild dismay, 

Whizz goes the line — b^ins Piscator's plaj ! 

His muscles tense, each tendon on the rack, 

Of swelling limbs, broad loins, and sinewj back 

Mark yon tine form, erect with rigid brow, 

liike stately statue sculptored at the prow, 

From vary band who pays the loosening rein 

Hanceurring holds, or lets it ran again ! 

And see! the nuthiii not a moment flags, 

Eesists each pall, and 'gainst the dragger drags ; 

With lashing tail, to darka!<t depths below 

Shoots headlong down, in hopes t' evade the foe. 

' Now ply your oars, my lads I ' Fisoatur bawls ; 

The huge fish plangee— down Fiscator falls ! 

A second plunge, and, lo! th' ensanguined twine 

Flies through bis fissured fingers to the brine. 

As two strong combatants of balanced might 

Force first essay, then practise every sleight. 

So these contend — awhile a vrell-match'd p^r — 

Till frantic efforts by degrees impair 

The anthia's strength, who drain'd of vital blood. 

Soon staggers feebly through the foaming flood, 

Then dying tarns his vast unwieldly bulk 

Beversed npon the waves, a floating hulk. 

Tow'd to his side, with joy Fiseatoi sees 

The still leviathan ; still on his knees, 

With arms outstretch'd, close clasps the gurgling throat, 

Makes one long pull and hauls him in the boat." 

There is a true piscatorial ring about these lines ; but 
however mDch the anglers of old enjoyed their sport, they 
are far distaoced by the modems in fishing as a fine art. 
The tratb is ancient tackle, notwithstanding the skill of 
Mesere. Tabal-Cain and Co., was of rough construction 
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generally speaking, though probably quite good enoogh 
for the capture of the uneducated fiah of the period. 
Jointed rods were unknown to the ancients, but at the 
same time, as anglers are well aware, some of the best of 
modern rods, especially those of Irish make, are in one 
piece. The ancients used light flexible wood, or some 
kind of " reed " for these rods, which probably varied in 
size and weight according to the kind of fishing pursued. 
Their lines were made of hemp, and other fibrous sub- 
stances, and sometimes horsehair j gut being a modern 
invention. They had no winches, or rings on their rods, 
and 80 played the fish simply on the latter, except of 
course when they used no rod at all, like " Piscator," iu 
the last passage quoted from Opplan. He probably had 
his spare line wound round his left hand or wrist, and 
using his right arm as his rod, paid out " the loosening 
rein," drew in, and "let it run again," according to 
circumstances. Ancient hooks, of which there are many 
examples in different museums, varied much in form and 
size, and were made of steel, or, as Oppian says, of " har' 
dened bronze," which metal the learned Dr. Badham 
reminds ua was not composed of zinc and copper, like our 
softer alloy, but of tin and copper, and according to Pliny 
was so hard that it could be worked to represent the finest 
hairs of the human head. The hooks like ours had different 
" bends," and for temper were superior to a vast quantity 
made in the present day, and circulated among anglers by 
the trade. I hardly know a more vexatious thing than 
to lose a good fish through the snapping or bending of a 
bad hook. The maker of such is almost as wicked a man 
as a modern constructor of life-buoys, who filled his canvas 
with some very unbuoyable material, instead of cork, and 
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ebipped them among bis "appliances for saving life at 
sea" ! 

But tbongh lacking tlie beautifally made rods of onr 
time and winches, the ancients practised most of the kinds 
of fishing now in vogue. They were bottom fishers, 
nsing fioatsj and baiting with worms and gentles as we 
do, and also pastes flavoured with various chemicals. 
Humble bottom fishers were Antony and Cleopatra ; and 
I mention them here not only to illustrate my discourse, 
but to show that I am acquainted with the story of the 
tawny queen, who in revenge for her lover's mean device 
of having live fish attached to his book by divers, in order 
to win the " angling sweepstakes " they indulged in, 
caused her own diver to fix to Antony's hook a dried fish 
which he pulled up to his confusion — a story without 
which I suppose no book on angling would be considered 
complete. The ancients, too, were "trollers" and "live- 
baiters," at least for sea fish, as may be gathered from 
Oppian, who suggests the use of alive labrax if possible, 
and thus describes trolling with a dead one on something 
like our modem "gorge" hook, raising and sinking it 
alternately. 

" He holds the labrai, and beneath his head 
A4justB with care an obloDg shape of lead. 
Named from its fonn a dolphin ; plnmb'd with this. 
The bait iihoota headlong throngh the bine abyss. 
The bright decoy a living creatore seems. 
As now on this side, now on that it gleaniE, 
Till some dark form across its paasage flit. 
Touches the lure, and finds the biter bit!" 

But this is not all. The ancient Eomans practised fly- 
fishing. Martial asks, 
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" Who has not seen the ScaraB nse, 
Decoy'd and caaght by fraadful flies P" 

And Dr. Badham quotes the following interesting passage 
&om (Elian : — 

" The MacedoDiane who live on the banks of the rirer Agtrem, 
are in the habit of catehing a particular fish in that rirer by means of 
a.flj called hipporuB. Avery singnlar insect it la; bold and troablesoroe 
like all its kind, in size a hornet, marked like a wasp, and bnzzinglika 
a bee. These flies are the prey of certain speckled fish, which nosooner 
see them settliogon the water than they glide gently beneath, and, before 
the hipptiraB is aware, snap at and carry him as suddenly under the 
stream as an eagle will seize and bear aloft a goose from a farm-yard, 
or a wolf take a sheep from its fold. The predilection of these speckled 
fish for tbeir prey, thoagh familiarly known to all who inhabit the 
district, doen not indace the angler to attempt their capture by impaling 
the living insect, which is of so delicate a nature that the least handling 
would spoil its colour and appearance, and render it nnfit bh a lure. 
But adepts in the sport have contrived a taking device, ' eaptiota 
guadam tnac&inatio,' to circumvent them ; for which purpose they 
invest the body of the book with purple wool, and having adjusted 
two wings of a waiy colour, so as to form an exact imitation of the 
hippnras, they drop these abstruse cheats gently down the stream. 
The scaly pursuers, who hastily rise aud expect nothing less than a 
dunty b^t, snap the decoy, and are immediately fixed to the hook." 

This is circnmstantial enough ; and it may be taken for 
granted that the " speckled fish " was a member of the 
numerous SalmonidiB family who are still open to a rise 
being taken out of them. 

The manufacture of fishing tackle at the present time 
is an art in itself, and intimately connected with Fishing 
as a Fine Art, I need hardly say there is tackle aud 
tackle, dear and good, dear and bad, cheap and bad, and 
cheap and (sometimes) good. There is first-rate tackle 
of ^ kincU made in the capitals of the three king- 
doms, in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin. Imust confess 
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that I give the palm to London-made tackle, thoagh 
perliaps more trash is made up in London than elsewhere. 
This is the " cheap and bad" class. At the well-known 
shops of oar chief metropolitan thoroughfares the best of 
all tackle is sold, most of the shops manufacturing Uieir 
own goods of the best materials, and employing their own 
workmen. The names of many of these eatablishments 
are " household words " among anglers — such as Messrs. 
Little and Co., Williams and Co., Alfred and Sons, 
Aldred, Farlow, Bowuess, &c. These sell only the 
best tackle. Some persons may perhaps class their 
wares under the " dear and good." Certainly good 
and in one sense dear, because, as a rule in life, all good 
articles required for conataiit use are dear. Dear too, 
because almost all goods in the shops of our chief metro- 
politan thoroughfares are dearer than those in less 
frequented streets and out-of-the-way districts, for th© 
simple reason that shop-rent in the former is much dearer 
than in the latter. You may find, here and there, if you 
like to take the trouble to look for them, and if you are a 
judge in such matters, makers and sellers of " good and 
cheap " tacklffin quiet streets and secluded quarters, and 
some of these make for the first-class shops which convert 
the " good and cheap" into the "good and dear." A 
great deal of good and moderately cheap tackle is made 
at Kottingham, but I know that some which is sold 
there is manufactured in London. My advice, however, 
to anglers, is to go to the " good and dear " shojM, for 
there they are certain to get what they want. Experi- 
ments in " cheap " tackle generally end in disaster, loss 
of fish, and loss of temper, for even our " perfect " angler 
can be rofiSed. 
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The mannfacture of tackle is so extensive, tlmt it may 
be almost dignified by the title of a "British Industry." 
Take, for instance, the well-known firm of Messrs S. 
Allcock and Co., of Redditchj who employ no less than 
400 hands in the manniacture of hooks and all kinds of 
tackle, and indeed it may be said of everything necessary 
for an angler's outfit. They hare a branch establishment 
in Canada, and may fairly be considered one of the leading 
wholesale firms in the trade. It is well worth a journey to 
see the bosiness as carried on at Bedditch. Making a long 
jnmp to the Far West, there is Messrs Hoarder's establish- 
ment at 195, Union Street, Plymouth, which has celebrated 
its centenary. For a variety of most subtle inventions for 
the capture of both salt and fresh-water fish, commend 
me to the stock of Messrs Hearder. The " Plano-convex 
minnows " of different sizes, for trout, perch, and jack are 
admirable, and will kill well in almost any water. Mr. 
William Hearder is a very ingenious gentleman, but being 
a practical fisherman, does not indulge in mere " fancy " 
tackle and baits. He has conferred a great boon on 
anglers, who go westward, by providing them with an 
excellent map of river, lake, and sea fishing, in South 
Devon, and part of Cornwall, and also with a " Guide," 
giving a vast amount of most useful information. But 
better still, he is always most ready to give personal 
advice to anglers and sea-fishermen, who may be strangers 
in western districts. His name is well known to most 
angling readers of the Field, to which he has for nmny 
years contributed. I may mention also that Mr. W. 
Hearder designed and manufactured nets and other 
appliances for the recent " Challenger expedition," 

Turning back for a moment to London tackle- makers. 
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it might almost he said that they hare now brought their 
art to the highest perfection of which it is capabla Cer- 
tain it is that most of the articles the beat makers produce 
are models of workmanship. But their specialty is rods. 
Nothing can excel a good London rod. It is almost as 
true as a gun barrel. The Loudon made " American 
splice d -can o " rods are very marvels of accurate manufac- 
ture, and are evidently becoming very popular among 
anglers who can afford to pay for them. These rods are 
made even to the end of the finest top joint, of six distinct 
pieces ofaplit bamboo, only the outside and toughest part 
being used. These pieces are sawn by machinery with 
mathematical precision, glued together, and then hound 
with silk bindings at intervals of an inch and a half. The 
rods present a most handsome appearance, and for perfect 
balance, pliability, and durability cannot be surpassed. 
They are made like other rods, in joints, double-brazed 
of course ; the butts are wound round with cane for 
about eight inches, in order to give the holder a good 
grip, and the moveable winch ferule is " scored " for a 
similar reason. About the lowest price for a trout rod of 
this class is ol., and for a salmon rod about 81., but at 
some shops the figures range much higher, some of the 
salmon rods costing as much as 201. The prices cer- 
tainly seem stiff; but then the workmanship and ever- 
lasting wear of these rods must be taken into consideration. 
Americans claim to be the inventors of this " spliced- 
cane" principle; but these rods were made in England 
years before they were heard of in America. Mr. J. C. 
Dougall, the celebrated gunmaker, of 59, St. James's 
Street, London, generally has in stock some of these 
rods by the best American makers, and I could hardly 
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believe the fact till I tested it, namely, tliat an 18 ft. rod 
weighs only 2 lbs. 8oz., and a 12 ft. only 9oz. So ex- 
quisitely are rods manufactured on the American prin- 
ciple, that it is almost impossible to believe that each 
joint, as I have said, is made np of six distinct pieces; 
bat any one can satisfy himself that this is the case by 
seeing tbem " in the rough " at the establishment of a 
manafactnrer. They look perfectly round like mosb 
other rods, but on close inspection, will be found to 
present an hexagonal formation. Spinning rods, manu- 
factured on this principle, are very light and strong, and 
coat, I believe, about 61. It is but fair to make special 
mention of these London-made "American " rods, as 
our " cousins " have a habit of appropriating inventions 
first introduced on this side of the "Herring-pond." 
Then, again, there is little or no doubt but that " epliced- 
cane " rods in three pieces were made in this country 
years before the American «i'a'-piece rods were heard 
of. Indeed I have been told that in 18ol Earl Craven 
had one, which had been in the family fifty years, and 
was stm in use and in good order, though tons offish 
had been killed with it. At the International Exhibition, 
of the year just mentioned, these (Aree-piece rods were 
shown; and they are still to be had at many of the 
London tackle-makers. They are most excellent imple- 
ments, and, of course, cheaper than the six-piece rods. 
Anglers shonld certainly keep a rod or two of this class 
in their rod-rack. 

It is almost impossible to speak too highly of the beat 
London-made fishing-rods of all kinds, so perfectly 
balanced are they, so exquisitely finished, and so light for 
their length and strengtii. Talking of light rods, what 
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"better present could a gentleman make to a " lady angler " 
than a pretty mottled gndgeon-rod, which is mannfactared 
to weigh only 10 oz. with its two tops and bt^, and yet 
will stand any amonnt of fair and even unfair wort ? 

A marvelloos amount of ingenuity haa been shown of 
late years in manufacturing a variety of articles to meet 
the angler's wants. Compu'e, for instance, old-fashioned 
to modem landing-nets, with their whalebone rings and 
netting of prepared silk, which prevents the annoyance of 
artificial flies catching in it, with their hinges, and spring 
"knuckle joints" enabling them to be packed by the 
side of the rod, or slung over the arm; a slight jerk 
being all that is required to make them spring out 
straight for nse. Even the more comfortable slinging of 
fishing-baskets has been attended to. Instead of being 
made afler the old fashion, with a single strap to lie 
diagonally over the chest and back of the angler, and mck 
up his collar to his great discomfort, a strap or webbing 
is passed over the lefl shoulder like a deacon's stole, while 
uiother comes round his waist and is attached to the 
Bhonlder-strap near the basket by means of a spring swivel 
which he can unfasten in a moment, and relieve himself of 
his load. By this arrangement, too, his right arm and side 
are tree from impediment, and the waistband is also avail- 
able for banging bis landing net on, by means of a 
flattened hook. Another admirable article I have recently 
noticed is a new multiplying winch. I know that the 
majority of artistic anglers are against multipliers, but 
I must side with the minority, for in tront-fishing, 
when yon are wading, and especially when fishing up- 
stream, a multiplyer, in my opinion, is the greatest com- 
fort both in playing your fish, and in recovering your line 
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when needed. The maltiplier in question ia a, great im- 
proTement on all former ones, it being ajmoat impossible 
for the wheels, thongh increased in number, to get fixed. 
If I may be pardoned the oxymoron, I would say it is a 
perfect instance of " simple complexity." 

London-tied artificial flies are known for their excellence 
wherever in the wide world a fly is thrown; though by 
this remark I by no means wish to decry the flies made 
elsewhere. Lessons on the art are, I believe, given by 
several London tackle- makers j but personally I have 
always felt that "life is too short," except for those most 
miserable of all men, who, like the frozen-out gardeners, 
" have no work to do," to make it worth while to tie one's 
own flies. 

By the way, what a worry it is to many anglers when fish 
are rising, or even when they are not, to have to put on 
a fresh fly, to nncoil the whisp of flies in their books, and 
straighten the gut ; and then how many flies are destroyed 
by replacing them hurriedly in their ordinary books 
again I I have always avoided all this by using a fly- 
book made many years ago at Bakewell in Derbyshire. 
It is about a foot long, and five inches broad, with each 
leaf double, and folding in towards the back. On the 
top and bottom of each leaf alternately is a piece of flannel 
about fonr inches square, and on this each fly can be 
hooked separately, the gut being perfectly straightened 
beforehand. T'he length of the book does not really 
increase the likelihood of its falling out of your pocket, 
and it prevents its turning crossways as ordinary 
books do, or getting mixed up with other things, 
and so rendered difficult of extraction. I have never 
seen one of this Bakewell pattern in use among 

n,,i-i,, Google 
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southern flj-fiahermen ; but I feel siire tlitit if a London 
tackle-maker wonld produce some "Bakewell " books, he 
voiild benefit the fly-fishing commanity and himself too. 

But perhaps this is of the nature of a digression, though 
the art of tackle-making is cognate to " fishing as an art;" 
and, depend upon it, a very great part of the comfort of 
an angler, and a great part of his success, is due to having 
good and artistic tackle. It is part of his art to know 
what is good tackle, and what suitable for difi'erent kinds 
of fishing ; he ahonld know the various constructions of 
rods, winches, lines, and hooks, the different qualities of 
got, and the merits and demerits of the various articles of 
an angler's outfit. On all this I could discourse at length, 
but the ground has been so thoroughly travelled over and 
exhaustively described by Messrs. Francis Francis, Chol- 
mondeley Penuell, and other modern angling authors, that 
I shall only incidentally refer to such matters in my Notes 
to follow on our different fresh-water fish. 

As there has been a marked progress of late years in 
the art of tackle-making, so has there been in the art of 
angling. Fishing may fairly claim to be a " Fine Art." 
Comparatively speaking, our forefathers used but coarse 
tackle, and, though they loved the sport, hardly regarded 
angling as an art. It is difficult to imagine Walton and 
his fellows angling without a winch, though its use was 
known to Dame Juliana Berners, who calls it a "renninge 
vyce." Probably some of them kept a little extra line 
coiled in the left hand to let out when a big fish was 
hooked, or used their thumbs for winches, but generally a 
fish would have been killed by main force — i.e., the 
strength of the rod and line and the strength of the angler. 
This is how old Isaak speaks of playing a big fish :— 
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" Aj marry, gir, that was a good fish indeed ; if I had had the luck 
to have taken up that rod, then 'tis twenty t« one lie should not hare 
broke my line by ranning to the rod's end, as joa BuSered him. I 
would hare held him within the hent of my rod, nnleaB he had heen 
fellow to the great Trout that ia near an etl long, which was of anch a 
length and depth that be bad his picture drawn, and now is to be seen 
atininehoetBickabie'B,attbeOeoigein Wafe.; and it may be by giving 
that very great Trout the rod, that is, by catting it to him into the 
water, I might have caught htm at tbe long-mn, for «o latt altoaji* 
to do tchen I meet tdtk an over-grown JUh ; and yon will learn to 
do BO too hereafUr, ibr I tell yon, fishing Js an art, or, at least it ia an 
art to catch fish." 



Well, as Walton calls such fishing an art, I suppose we 
must admit that it was, after its kind. Bat when we com- 
pare it with the artistic handling of a big fiah on a fine line 
and light, pliable rod by a modem professor, the old 
master's work gives one the idea of being very crude and 
rough. What would the old man have thought of the 
modem Nottingham style ? I fancy he would have been 
more than astonished at seeing any such a method 
attempted. Such fine work was utterly beyond his ken. 
This introduction of the Nottingham style a few years ago 
I consider marked an era in the progress of fishing as a. 
fine art. To see a first-rate Trent or Thames fisherman 
nick a barbel some thirty yards off or more as quickly and 
cleanly as you would a roach jast beneath the point of 
your rod, is indeed a pretty sight, or to watch him ten- 
derly yet firmly handling a wattled monster of some 
10 lbs. on his gossamer line and " bending reed." Then, 
E^j^ain, to what perfection has the art of spinning been 
brought, say such as is practised on the Thames for 
Thames trout ! As for artistic fly-fishers ; I feel sure that 
Walton's friend Cotton, with all his knowledge and 
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Bkill, could not hoM a candle to the moat moderate of them 
were he to revisit " the glimpsea of the moon." 

There are feir things which annoj me more than to hear 
persons with no taste for fishing, and utterly ignorant of 
lbs practice, speak of it as a contemptible sport, and utterly 
unworthy of being called by the name of an art. Of 
course one's conceit is a little hurt, and something akin to 
anger naturally rises at hearing one's faTourite craft 
despised, and the'skill of anglers absolutely ignored. It 
almost seems that some persona ha^e an idea that any rod, 
any line, any float, any hook with any bait, in any part of 
the water, and at any depth, will do for any kind of fish ; 
that all days and seasons are alike for all fish j and that 
one fisherman is as good or as bad as another. I suppose 
it is part of our trial in this sublunary state to " put up " 
with ignoramuses. To try and put them down is hopeless ; 
to instruct them is impossible. To tell them that an 
angler has to know and to think of more things than any 
other sportsman only provokes an incredulous smile or 
elicits something like a personal insult. 

And yet such is really the caso. The angler, to be 
worthy of the name, must be like a general — a man who 
can make comprehensive dispositions, and at the same time 
grasp details. He must he ready to adapt himself to the 
circumstances of the moment, and to meet all sudden emer- 
gencies and difficulties. How great mast be his knowledge 
and experience in all that concerns his art I He must know 
the hannts and habits of ^1 different fish generally, and 
how these are modified in different waters and in different 
Btates of the same water, and at different seasons of the 
year. He must know the difi'erent kinds of tackle propei: 
to be osed for different fish and under different circnm- 
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stances, his BDccess in no slighb degree depending on tlie 
nature of the rodj line, float, and hook he employs for the 
capture of the particular flsh he is in quest of, and the 
judgment with which he pnta his tackle together. He 
must be learned iu the great variety of baits taken by- 
different fish, being stored, not only with book-learning, 
bnt with what he has gleaned from brother anglers and 
acquired by his own personal experience. Then, again, 
he must be acquainted with the whole question of gronod- 
baiting, on which so much has been written, and on some 
points concerning which scientific anglers still differ. 
These and many other matters of angling knowledge he 
must be master of, and, I need hardly add, of all the 
various niceties of handling his rod, working his winch 
and line, and striking, playing, and landing his fish. And 
all these matters of knowledge, and accomplishments, are 
only attained by careful study and a long and patieob 
apprenticeship to angling. When an angler has become 
a learned angler, there is as much diSerence between his 
knowledge and that of an unlearned angler as there is 
between the knowledge of a Bacon and a country bump- 
kin ; and when the angler has become an " artist," there 
is as much difference between his art and that of the 
bungler as between the art of a Titian and a public-house 
sign-painter — of a Phidias and a second-rate statuary of 
the Marylebone Road, 

The thorough angler, too, is a man of as many expe- 
dients as our old friend TroXii/wjT(s'OSi«T<r<w5,the "resource- 
ful " (if I may coin a word) Ulysses. He has need of 
them, indeed, to meet the vagaries and capriciousness of 
fish, the exigencies of the weather and water, and the con- 
stantly recurring difficulties of fishing certain spots; and 
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thns he mnst not only be well versed in all the ordiosry 
knowledge and practice of his art, but be also a " ready " 

That the angler should be all I have described him, and 
that fishing should be treated as a Fine Art, is absolutely 
nece3sarynow-a-dayB,in consequence of the high education 
of modern fish. The expression " high education " may 
perhaps raise a smile on the face of some non-angling 
sceptic, if perchance my Notes are scanned by such an one ; 
but anglers well know what I mean by it. The fish of 
our rivers, lakes, and ponds are very different creatures 
now to what they were, say, some fifty years ago, when but 
one angler could be counted for every hundred at the 
present time who ply the gentle art. In formei- days 
there were miles and acr^ of water in the United King- 
dom hardly ever fished j now there is hardly an inch 
which is not overworked, so popular has fishing become. 
The less fish are tried for in any particular water, the easier 
they are to catch. A mere tyro, with the clumsiest of 
tackle, can take fish where the race is unconscious more 
or less of the arts of bis enemy, man. Some years ^o I 
used to fish on what was almost a "virgin" pond, in 
private grounds at Blackheath, and I found no great 
difficulty in catching a dozen or so of carp and bream in 
an afternoon, weighing from 3 lbs. to 6 lbs. each. I should 
doubt whether there is a pond in the country where such a 
feat could be accomplished now. Out of a similar pond at 
Stratford, in Essex, when quite a boy, in a few hours 
I took enough carp, avert^ing 1 lb, a-piece, to fill all 
the available pails and watering-pots belonging to the 
house, lug^ng the fish up, often two at a time, on half- 
baited hooks, without intermission. They had never been 
I 2 
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angled for before ;■ bat I am inclined to tliink the very 
large number of fisb in the vater, and the consequent 

■ Bcarcitf of food, had something to do with the eager way 
in which they took the bait. Another instance of this 
sort of thing occurred to me in a pond, through which ran 
a very slight stream, at the bottom of the grounds of Ash- 
brittle Rectory, Somerset. The rector said he believed 
there were some trout in it, but he had never heard of any 
one trying for them. I made experiment of it at once, 
and at almost every cast with an ordinary red palmer I rose 
a fish, filling my basket in about the space of two hours 
with very pretty trout, ranging from Jib. to l^lb,, 
and then giving up from sheer repletion of sport, if, 
indeed, simple slaughter of artless fish can be called sport. 
How many fish, I wonder, should I have caught in the 
same time in the well-fished trout stream hard by f 

The denizens of any particular water gradually get 
"educated" by experience. "Suffering is teaching," 
says the old Greek proverb ; and this is very true in 
reference to fish. It may be difficult to understand the 
intellectual, or perhaps I should say, psychological 
process of this education, and how the fear of man and 
the knowledge of his art and hostility is transmitted to 
the piscine progeny through the ova, just as the same 
gradually acquired fear and knowledge is transmitted 
through the egg or foetus of birds and beasts. Bat there 
the fact is. Birds and beasts which, on their first intro- 
duction to man, displayed little or no fear of him, have 
gradually become " educated," and learnt to fly from him 

- as their enemy, and to be suspicious of his wiles, shrinking 
from him almost as soon as they have seen daylight in 
this world. So it has come to pass with fi^h in our home 
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waters ; and as the number of anglers increases, so will the 
sbyneas of the fish, and the difficulty of catching them. I 
Torily believe that some fish know as well as the angler what 
is going on for their destruction ; Thames fish in particular, 
which, perhaps, indulge in a piscine smile as they see 
and hear the punt moored, and recognize the descent of 
the familiar ground-bait, indicating most plainly the 
" carrying on the same old game." 

Here I would quote a passage from Stewart's Practical 
Angl^hearing npon this topic : — 

" Much fishing," he saya, " besides to a certaan extent thinning the 
tront, operates against the angler's killing large takes bj making the 
remaining trout more wary, and it is more irom this caase than the 
scarcity of trout, that bo many anglere return nnsQcceesful from much< 
fished streaiDB. Tbe walere also now remain brown-coloured for each 
a short time that the modem angler is deprived, unless on rare occa- 
sions, of even this aid to his art of deception ; and the cleamesB of tlie 
water and tbe increased wariness of the trout are the m^n causes why 
the tackle of fifty years ago would be found so faulty now. Fiity years 
ago it was an easy thing to fill a basket with trout, not so now ; then 
there were ten trout for one there is now. Tbe colour of the water 
favoured tbe angler, and tbe tront were comparatively ansophisljcated; 
now filling a basket with tront, at least in sonieof oar southern streams 
open to the public, when they are low and clear, is a feat of which any 
angler maybe proud. , . . Angling is in fact every day becoming more 
difficult, and consequently better worthy of being followed as a scientific 
amusement. So far from looking npon the increase of anglers with 
alarm, it ought to be regarded with satisfaction ; the more trout are 
fished for, the more wary they become ; the more wary they are, the 
more skill is required on the angler's part ; and as the skill an amnse- 
ment requires constitutes one of its chief attractions, angling is mnch 
better sport now than it was fifty years ago." 

This is quite true; and though, perhaps, I may be 
charged by " outsiders " with somewhat exaggerated views 
of angling as an " art," I maintain that it is a most con- 
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snmmate art, and a science in which there is no " finality." 
It may, as indeed it does, sometimes happen that an 
ignoramus, with most nnartisticlike tackle, "the clothes- 
prop and line style," as It has been called, will hook a 
big Gsh, and in a most unartisticlike style, succeed in cap- 
turing him ; but no one, as a rule, in these days of highly 
caltivated fish, whether he pursue fly-fishing, spinning, or 
bottom-fishing, can have a reasonable hope of getting a 
basket of fish where the water is much fished, unless he 
have the best and finest of tackle, and be the thorough 
artist, man of knowledge, experience, and expedients, 
snch as I have sketched the thorough angler to be. Old 
Isaak would stand but little chance of a prize in a modern 
" angling sweepstakes '' in competition with the ordinary 
hands of our modern angling clubs, and a London or 
Sheffield roach angler wonld any day catch two fish to his 
one. 

I might say more, and insist with truth that the perfect 
artistic angler must be an ichthyologist, a naturalist, and 
particularly an entomologist, so that he may be assisted 
in his art by his scientific knowledge of flies and other 
insects he uses in their natural state or imitated from 
nature, and also of the many varieties of worms, the dif- 
ference and culture of which would take a long chapter 
to describe : that he must be a geologist too, in order to 
know the kinds of flies which may be expected to rise from 
the difierent soils of river beds, and the different insects 
which frequent them : and last, but not least, a meteoro- 
logist, so that he may know what to expect, and what to 
do according to the variations of the weather, and be able 
to account in some measure at least for the capridousnesa 
of fish, which are much affected by atmospheric influences. 
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I notice in my edition of Best's Art of Angling , tbat the 
aathor, who was a learned and clever fislierinan, has no 
less than thirty pages on " Prognostics of Weather," &c., 
so important did he consider it for an angler to be a 
meteorologist. 

As an illustration of the value to the fisherman of 
some knowledge of natural history, I may mention an 
object which stmck me very forcibly as I was wander- 
ing through the Piscatorial Exhibition held in Jnne, 
1877, at the Westminster Aquarium. It was a case 
of stuffed water ousels, and below them a case of some 
dozen or more water insects in their various stages, which 
prey upon the ova of trout. These insects are found in the 
bodies of water ousels on dissection, and thus the owner 
of a trout stream who might be inclined to shoot these 
interesting birds on the assumption that they destroyed ova, 
is tanght that they are his best irienda, from the fact tbat 
they destroy wholesale some of his worst enemies. 

But here I must draw this note to an end, by quoting 
a quaint passage from old Grervase Markham's book, to 
which I have referred on page 38, on the character of an 
angler. He says, — 

"A skilfull Angler ought to be a geneTall acholler, and eeene in all 
the liberall sciences, as a grammarian, to know hotr either to write or 
disooorae of hia art in true and fitting termes, either without affectation 
or radonea. Hee shoald have aweetness of speech to perswade and 
intice others to delight in an exercise so muBh landable. Hee should 
have strength of argnmenfs to defend and maiotaine hia profesaion- 
againat extvy or slander. Hee should have knowledge in the sunne, 
moone, and etarres, that bj their aspects hee maj guease the season- 
ablenesse, or nnseasoneblenesse of the weather, the breeding of the 
stormea, and from what coasts the winds are ever delivered. 

" Hee should be a good knower of countries, and well used to high 
wayes, that bj taking the readiest pathea to ever; lake, brook, or 
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river, fais joarniM may be more cert^me and lesse weariwme. Hee 
should have knowledge of proportjona of all sorts, whether circnlar. 
iqnare, or diametrieale, that when hee shall be qnestioned of his 
diarnall progreseee, hee may give a geographical description of the 
angles and channels of rivers, how thej iaU from thnr heads, and 
what compasses they fetch in their several windings. He mnst also 
hare the perfect art of nnmbering, that ia the sounding of lakes or 
riven, hee may know bow many foot or inches each severally con- 
taynetb, and, by adding, subtracting, or mnltiplying the same, bee 
may yield the reason of evety river's swift or slow current Hee 
should DOtbennskillfull in mu»iick, that whensoever either melancholy, 
heavinesse of bis thanght, or the perturbation of bis owne fancies, 
stirretb up sadnesBe in him, he may remove the same with some godly 
hymne or antheme, of which David gives him ample eianples. 

" Hee mnst then be full of humble thoughts, not disdaining, when 
occasion commands, to kneele, lye dowo, or wet his feet or fingers, as 
oft as there is any advantage given thereby unto the gaining the end 
of bis labour. Then bee mnst be strong and valiant, neither to he 
amazed with stormea nor affrighted with tbnnder, hnt to hold tbem 
according to their natural causes and the pleasure of the Highest: 
neither must he like the foie which preyetb upon lambs. Employ all 
bis labonr against the smallest frie, but, like the lyon, that seazeth 
elephants, thinke the greatest fish which swimmeth a reward little 
enough for the paines which be endureth. Then mnst bee be prudent, 
that apprehending the reasons why the fish will not bite, and all other 
casuall impediments which hinder his sport, and knowing the remedies 
for the same, he may direct his labours to be without tronbleBom»- 

I Lave said there ia no " finality " in the Art of Angling. 
Indeed, judging from experience, it is a qnestion whether 
the high and still progressing edacation of modem 6sh 
will not eyentually so baffie the art of the fisherman that 
he will consider the propriety of retiring from an 
unequal contest. Can we advance our arb so as to keep 
pace with the advancing intelligence of our fish? We 
certainly must try. Nil disperandum is one of the most 
significant of the fisherman's mottoes. We mnst make. 
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fresh experiinents !n angling. We mnst seek some new 
mventions in the way of tackle, new ki-Tida of baits, new 
methods of angling. Aa a rule anglers are, I think, too 
conaervBtive in their ideas, and are loth to adopt new 
notions. The Thames professional fishermen, excellent 
uiista thoagh they be, are remarkable for their aversion 
to uiytbing new in the way of tackle or the way of fishing. 
And so to a great extent are most of the " locals " by the 
salmon and trout-rivers and other waters in the three 
kingdoms. They adhere to traditions too closely, and by 
their emphatic assert ons, that if their methods fail, none 
other will succeed, often pievent a stranger from trying 
some new method or expedient. But, while I should be 
the last to underrate "local" knowledge, I would counsel 
anglers to think and act for themselves, especially 
when they fail to get sport according to their own or 
local traditions. We must not be bound too closely by 
precedent. It was not many years ago since the 
" Nottingham style " was introduced on the Thames. But 
at first the Thames professionals and Thames anglers in 
general would not have it at any price ; but it was soon 
demonstrated that great takes of fish could be had by it 
when all the traditional methods failed. There are 
possibly, indeed very probably, other "styles," not yet 
dreamt of in our angling philosophy, to be invented, which 
will be attended with similar success. It is really " some- 
thing new " presented to them which the fish want, or 
rather which the angler wants to present to them. It is 
familiarity which fish gradually acquire even with the 
best methods that " breeds contempt," and enables them 
to rise superior to the fisherman's skill. 

The multiplication of aquaria in the present day might, 
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I think, be utilized to adrfince the Riigler's art. He can 
take bis Btand by the side of the tanks and watch the 
Tariona movementa of fish, and especially their manner of 
taking their food, and ejecting what they do not care for, 
or are suapicioaa of. I am snre the angler might learn 
much from hia obaervationa, as a variety of anggestions 
which might be useful in his art would present them* 
selves. At all events he would observe aomfe interesting 
facts, which would account for more than one mystery 
connected with hia craft. For instance, he would notice 
that some fish, especially the deep-bellied ones, take their 
food almost standing on their heads, and that some rise 
up tail first through the water after taking it. I noticed 
this particularly one day in the case of the tench at the 
■Westminster Aquarium. The fiict at once supplies the 
reason for our fioats sometimea assuming a horizontal 
position on the water when a fish, especially a bream, 
bites ; for a fish rising tail first from the bottom with the 
bait, at last has the shots on the line aaspended from his 
month, and the float, relieved of their weight, consequently 
ceases to " cock," 

A suggestion has been made, though I do not suppose 
aeriously, that exhibitions of fishing in Aquaria tanks 
would prove attractive. The fisherman is to take his 
stand or seat of course above the tank, and then to go 
through all the usual processes, casting iii his ground-bait, 
plumbing the depth, and angling for hia fish secundum 
artem. But, joking apart, by such exhibitions, or rather 
I would call them experiments, anglers would learn many 
a lesson as to the biting of fish, and perhaps as to many 
other matters which belong to the art of angling. I 
would not, however, counsel such experiments being made 
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before the general puhlic, for in the first place they wonM 
not care much abont them, and in the second their visible 
presence might interfere to a great extent with the natural 
action (if I may so express it) of the fish. Only anglers 
shonld be allowed to witness them, and they shonld be 
concealed behind screens with " peep-holes," so that the 
fish, which at the best live a semi -artificial life in the 
tanks, should have every chance of giving information 
and snggesting angling expedients without their attention 
being distracted. 

But perhaps the best way of observing the habits of 
fish would be to encase oneself in a diver's dress and 
descend into some good " swim," say on the Thames, and 
lying down with some arrangements to partially hide yonr 
recumbent figure, to take stock of the barbel and other 
denizens of the deep, as ground-bait is thrown in and an 
angler fishes the swim in various styles. I have thought 
too, that it would not be very difficult to fit a glass 
window in a clay bank well chosen hard by a suitable bit 
of water, and then for the observer, from an approach in 
the bank behind to make notes on the fish and the experi- 
ments of anglers. Or again, a water-tight box with 
windows in it, and a tube to supply air, might be utilized, 
and it might be so constructed as not to appear anything 
very unnatural when let down into the water with the 
observer in it. 

Once more I mnst say it le time to conclude this "Note :" 
and I will do so, by again reminding the yonng angler who 
would become an artist, that though it is necessary for him 
to read instructional books on anghng, and make his own 
experiments in the art, he should never miss an opportunity 
of taking a personal and practical lesson from an artist. 



THB TEOUT. 

(Salmo Fario.) 

" The teary Trout that thrive! againit the stream." 

Frances Quables (1592— I6U]. 
" ISa Trout by Nature mark'd tcith many a crimeon ipot. 
As though the curunu were in htm above the rett. 
And affreth-iBaterjUh, did note him for the hett." 

AtlCHABL DsA.TTOir. 

" Smft Troute, divfrtiJUd trith erimeon ttaini." — Popb. 

" So ehall the glory iff the itream he thine. 
The spotted trophies qfthe tapering line," 

It may be aeked wliy in "Notes on Fish and Fislung," 
which might reasonably be supposed to deal with all 
British fish that are the objects of the angler's puranit, 
the salmon does not hold the first place and take up the 
greatest space of all. "Why the Play of Hamlet with 
the part of the Prince of Denmark omitted ? The simple 
answer is that this little volume is only what it is called 
— " Notes," and a kind of chit-chat about Fishermen and 
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Fiali of the ordinary kind. The SalmoDj though happily 
in a gastronomic point of riew he is an ordinary fish in 
hia season, having by jiidicions legislation been brought 
down at times to as little as a shilling per lb., and eren 
less for retail purchasers, is in his piscatorial aspect an 
extraordinary fish, as the Salmon fisherman is a sportsman 
of an almost distinct species from that of ordinary 
anglers, fly fishermen included. Moreover, to deal satis- 
factorily with the Salmon and Salmon fishing would be 
impossible even in a very long chapter. The subject 
requires a book to itself, and perhaps some day I may 
attempt such a book, combining with Salmon and Salmon 
fishing a series of disquisitions on the difierent kinds of 
trout and trout fishing, which I con only cursorily allude 
to in the present Note, devoted as it must almost neces- 
sarily be to our Common River Trout. 

The Salmon, Salmo ealar, the " Prince of Fishes," is 
the representative of the Eoyal Family of the Salmonidce, 
the most distinctive feature of which ichthyologically is the 
second dorsal fin, just above the tail, of an adipose or 
fatty character, and entirely destitute of fin rayi. The 
Trouts, which are very widely distributed, being found 
even within the Arctic circle, all belong to this family, 
which is one of the families ranging under the Order of 
the Malacopterygii or " soft-finned " fish. 

The Salmonidce with which we have to do may be 
divided into three species — (1) The Migratory species, i.e. 
the " sea-going " Treats; 2, the Non-migratory; and 3, 
the Oharrs. Of the last-named, of which five or more 
distinct varieties are recognized by naturalists as found in 
British waters, it is only necessary to say that in conse- 
quence of their habits and comparative scarcity they do 
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not often find their way into the angler's creel, at least 
in any considerable number. They are best known in a 
form they often ultimately take, namely that of "potted 
charr/' of which, by the way, potted "thunny" is an 
admirable imitation. They are a prettily marked fish, orange 
and red being the chief elements in their colouring. 

The Migratory species, whose colouring is more or less 
.silvery, is represented by the Salmon, Sahno salar, 
by the Bull Trout, Salmo eriox, called also the Grey 
Trout and Sewin, and by the Sea or Saimon-Trout, Salmo 
trulta, called also the White Trout. The Non-migratory 
species is distinguished by golden or yellow hues, espe- 
cially on the lower part of the body, and includes the 
Common Trout, Salmo fario, the Great Lake Trout, 
Salmo ferox, the Lochleven Trout, Salttio levenemsig, 
and according to some naturalists the Gillaroo Trout, so 
called from the structural arrangements of the coats of 
the stomach, which resemble the formation of the gizzard 
of the bird known as the Gillaroo. I do not of course 
mean that these varieties of trout are only to be distin- 
goished from one another by their colouring ; for they are 
distinguished also by the position of their teeth, the shape 
of their tail fins, their g-eneral conformation and other 
physical characteristics, with which it will take the young 
angler and ichthyologist some time to acquaint himselt^ 
while his difficulties will be increased by the fact that 
several of the above-named fish are called by different 
names in different localities, in some cases the names 
being actually interchanged. 

For information as to the various modes of capture of 
the different species of trout just mentioned, and as to the 
localities, chiefly in Scotland and Ireland, where they are 

n,,,i -i.LHK^'^le 
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to be found, I can only refer my readers to sncli Btandard 

works as those of Steward, Stoddard, Blakey, Pennell, 
Francis, and others, not forgetting the numbers of the 
Fisherman's Magazine; — and for special information as to 
the different stations for Trout fishing in Scotland I cannot 
do better than recommend Mr. Watson Lyall's Sports- 
man's Guide, to be obtained at almost any bookseller's 
and bookstall in the United Kingdom. My special 
business is with our Common Trout. 

The Common Trout, Salmo fario — a member, as I 
have said, of the yellow or golden tribe, called also the 
Common Brown Trout (" to make confusion worse con- 
fonnded") — is familiarly known to most anglers. We 
might almost call it the English Trout, for in English 
waters is it most abundant, though well distributed over 
Scotland and Ireland and most continental countries. 
There is hardly a county in England without its trout 
stream ; but the waters of Hampshire, Devonshire, Derby- 
shire, and the five Northern counties bear off the palm. But 
though the Common Trout is a distinct species of trout, 
and by naturahsts to be distinguished easily enough from 
the other species above mentioned, it is a remarkable 
feet that the trout in one river differ very considerably 
in form and colouring from the trout in another. Indeed 
I might almost go as far as to say that no two rivers 
produce trout shaped and marked alike. Every river 
seems to have its own " breed " of trout, though the 
difference in colouring is in many instances to be ac- 
counted for by the difference in the geological character 
of the beds of rivers, the aquatic vegetation, and the food 
most plentifully supplied to the fish. 

Ichthyologieally, the Common Trout is an interesting 
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fieh. TTolibe oar other fresh-water fish, it spawns in the 
winter months, and thns follows the habits of the salmon, 
making its way into shallow water and routing np the 
gravel to cover the ova. The majority of trout pro- 
bably only spawn in alternate years. A trout ia a long- 
lived fish, and there are anthenticated instaaces of ita 
living over twenty years. In the back-yard of a farm- 
house at the head of Chapel- le-Dale, Yorkshire, I aaw 
several trout in a little poo! which issued from a 
rock, and was told that they had been there nearly 
twenty years. They spent most of their time in the dark 
under the rock, but came out into the light directly food 
was thrown to them. The trout in most rivers is of slow 
growth ; and it is a remarkable tact, which I have not yet 
heard satisfactorily explained, that in many rivers the 
great majority of trout are of one size within an ounce or 
two. There seem to be no little and no big ones. Order 
and discipline evidently reign supreme in the community 
of river trout, though their chief law seems to be " Might 
is right." The biggest fish have the choice of haunts, 
which they rigidly stick to ; and when any number of 
fish are lying near one another, the rule is in everything, 
seniores priores — " the biggest first." Trout pair in the 
summer, and are credited with being loving husbands and 
wives, and evincing the utmost solicitude for each other's 
welfare ; at least in Italian streams, as an It^an author 
bears witness in his Loves of the Fishes. 

Our ordinary river trout do not generally attain any 
great size. In many waters, notably in the small 
streams of Devonshire and Wales, tbey are reckoned only 
by ounces, a fish of six or eight ounces being considered a 
monster. The limit of weight in some rivers is about two 
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pounds, but in others, the Hampshire rivers for instance, 
' three and fonr-ponnd fish are frequently caught. Perhaps 
six pounds might be said to be the greatest weight attained 
by common river trout, I mean by those which really fre- 
quent the rivers, for out of large ponds and kkea fed by 
mnning water, true common river or Brown Trout have 
been taken of between twelve and fourteen pounds. 

And this remark leads me at once to make some 
jottings in reference to a trout about which I own I am 
specially enthusiastic, I mean the *' Thames Trout,'" He 
is the " Prince of Trout •" and he is " one by himself," 
as the country folk say. He differs from all other kinds 
of trout. He is not of any distinctive species yet recog- 
nized by naturalists, yet he is very distinctive. He is not 
of the family of the Great Lake Trout, Salmoferoz; nor 
is he a Bull Trout, Salmo erioz; nor a White or Sea 
Trout, Salmo irutt^l. lehthyologically he is certainly a 
Brown or Common Trout, Salmo fario, but truly an 
uncommon Common Trout. Now Brown Tront, as I have 
said, though all of one iamily, vary very mnch according 
to the water they inhabit, and differ one from another in 
shape and colouring, in texture of £esh and taste. Yet 
they are all Brown or Common Trout. But the Thames 
Trout, by which I mean not the varieties of trout which 
have been very properly pot into the Thames of late years, 
imported from the High Wycombe stream and elsewhere, 
but the veritable Thames trout, the "real original," 
known to generations of anglers back to the time of 
Walton, is entitled to rank by himself, for he really is a 
very distinctive fish, evi generis in form, colouring, and, it 
may be added, habits ; while the size he reaches places 
him outside the ordinary varieties of common trout. It 

K 



130 KOTBS OS FISH AND PISHING. 

might almost be said that the weight of a real Thames 
trout begins where that of an ordinary riyer trout ends ; 
and certainly it is very strange that seldom is a real 
Thames trout caught under three pounds. Like some 
men and womeu^ of whom it is difScuIt to realize the fact 
that they were ouce babies tuid afterwards children tod- 
dling about "ou their own hook," Thames trout seem 
always to be more or less at maturity. 

It is not easy to fix a limit of size to these grand fish, 
but they hare been taken by fair angling up to 15 lbs. or 
16 Iba. Tarrell mentions one of 15 lbs. caught on the 21at 
of March, 1835; and the one in a case at the well-known 
'hostelry close by Marlow Weir must have been at least 
16 lbs. On May 31, 1834, a 141b. fish was caught by 
Lieut. -General Sir Samnel Hawker, near Richmond. In 
October, 1874, one of 11} lbs. was picked up dead near 
Ditton, and he would certainly have weighed 16 lbs. if he 
had been in condition. Some years before that, about 
1862, one was found dead at Weybridge weighing 
over 23 lbs., though out of condition, his length being 40 
inches and his deepest girth 22. Mr.- Frank Buckland 
seems to doubt whether this really was a veritable Thames 
trout ; however, it looked very like one, though its colour- 
ing had gone to a great extent, and its fiin-like tail was 
more snf^estive of a trout than of a salmon. But be 
this as it may, Thames trout will certainly grow to some- 
thing like 20 lbs., thongh, as old age creeps on them, their 
nozzles, especially the under jaw, grow malformed like 
those of kelts, and gradually turning up over the upper 
oue render them less and less able to catch their baits and 
eat them. Thus they fall away, and at last die of sheer 
starvation. Still, it is not often that a fish over 12 lbs. is 
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taken, bat the Beason will yield several from tliat weight 
ranging down to 6 lbs. 

And what a splendid fish ia one of these " speckled 
beauties I" I hold that a weU-conditioned fish of this 
class is one of the most beautiful objects in animated 
nature. His symmetry and bis colooring are unexcep- 
tionable. He is more beautiful bobb in form and colour 
than the most beautiful salmon tbat ever ran up fresh 
from the sea, and when contemplated by his captor im- 
mediately on being " banked" is a richer feast for the eyes 
than the prettiest Salmo solar that Hampshire Avon, 
Severn, Tay, T^ne, Thurso, or Shannon ever produced. 
ScUmo fario of the Thames v. Salmo salar all the world' 
over ; the latter charmingly symmetrical, and silvery as 
you will, and beyond compare more beautiful than all sil- 
very fishes; but the former resplendent with all the hues 
of the rainbow, and others to boot ; yet not a mere gaudy 
creature like the brilliant fish of the Mediterranean, but 
with a harmony of bright colours, which subdue but do not 
extinguish one another, and such as no ^ist could have 
conceived and few can imitate. In addition, moreover, to 
his beautiful symmetry and colouring, he gives one from 
his build the very idea of a strong fish — Tennyson's 
" lusty " trout — a very ideal of a fishy Apollo and Her- 
cules combined. 

Gastronomically he is as good as outwardly he is beauti- 
ful. He is pink as any salmon, and when cooked breaks 
into flakes like a salmon, and widi as mudi "custard" 
between them; and your gourmet will tell you that he has 
a more exquisitely " gamey" flavour than the best Christ- 
church crimped salmon has ever yet developed. Many 
recipes have been given for cooking him, some of which 
K 2 
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may be fonad in quaint Thomas Barker's Angler's Be- 
light of 1657, and all kinds of sauces, compounded of 
almost every ingredient, have been recommended. But it 
is bigt treason to subject snch a fish to the indignity of 
condimenta and combinations snch as these. It suffices 
to boil him simply, with a httle salt in the water, or bettor 
still to crimp him and broil in paper in simple cutlet form, 
^ut far better still not to eat him at all. He is altogether 
too grand a fish for the pot. If you are fortunate enough 
to capture a grand Thames trout, hand him over to a 
cunning taxidermist, who will put him in a case for you, 
and you will have something to be proud of, and " a thing 
of beauty and a joy for ever." Any future ones which 
fell to your lot aervs in the same way, and send them as pre- 
sents to your friends. The nearest relatives to the Thames 
trout are the large Colne trout, and those of other tribu- 
taries of the Thames, and they may be called first cousins, 
while those of the Lea seem second cousins. The best 
districts for Thames trout are those of Hampton, Chertsey, 
Laleham and Penton Hook, Windsor, Maidenhead, and 
Harlow. 

And what a pity it is that there are not more Thames 
trout to be taken by ardent fishermen, considering how 
beautiful and good they are t Can anything be done to 
increase the supply ? Well, a good deal has been done in 
the way of stocking the Thames with small trout from the 
breeding ponds at Sunbury and importations from other 
rivers ; but, as has been said, these additions have not all 
been veritable Thames trout, and the majority seem to bo 
either destroyed by the jack or are washed away from 
want of proper " hovers." The strange part of the busi- 
ness is that the stock of veritable Thames tront does not 
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seem to raiy mucli from one year to another, tliongli the 
nombers actoally captured during the trout season — i.e. 
from thebeginningof April till the loth of September— 4!o 
vary. It would almost seom that some recondite law is at 
work which keeps down, at a certain low average, the veri- 
table Thames/orioe . Taking one year with another, perhaps 
not more than a hundred, sometimes not so many, fish are 
captured in the season between Teddington and Oxford ; 
and this in round uumbera does not g^ve one fish to each 
mile of water, and probably there is not an averse of 
four fish, say over 3 lbs. each, disporting themselves per 
mile for that distance. 

It may be asked, therefore, whether it is worth whUe 
to try for Thames trout at all ? Is the game worth the 
candle F The ardent fisherman will certainly say — ^yes, 
by all means ; for he knows that the slayer of a large 
Thames trout at once becomes a piscatorial celebrity. But 
it is not every one who can pursue Thames trout-fishing, 
for it involves time and money; and it is not every 
one who can get a Thames trout, never mind what time 
and trouble he expend. Still there are many anglers who 
specially affect Thames trout-fishing. The lottery which 
in a certain sense success is, and the skill required in this 
kind of fishing, are to them among its chief charms. 

To spin properly for your quarry you must be an adept 
at the art, and you often have to practise it under great ' 
difficulties — as, for instance, when the only available van- 
tage-ground for fishing a weir is from a narrow weir-beam, 
with the water rushing and thundering beneath your feet 
like any Cataract of Lodore, It is a sight worth seeing to 
watch a Thamos pnntsman fish a weir from this coign of 
vantage, and gather his Une in the palm of his left hand 
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after each cast. Your bait, be it gadgeon, bleak, Btnall dace, 
or large miniiow, moat apin with mathematical correctness, 
or it has no charms for a Thames trout, and there is not 
one angler out.of twenty who can put his bait on correctly, 
whatever be the style of flight he uses. And even granted 
that you are an adept in the art, and most patient and 
persevering, you may not meet your reward for many days. 
If I remember rightly Mr. Alfred, the well-known fishing- 
tackle maker of Moorgate Street, about twenty years ago 
took twelve good trout in nine days' spinning between 
Chertsey and Walton, a feat never eclipsed and rarely 
approached in the annals of Thames trout-fishing. On an 
average I should say that a fisherman does not get a Thames 
trout under six days' spinning. 

The angler prizes above all things a tussle with a Thames 
tront. He can afford to wait days — nay weeks for it, for 
when it does come it is a case of Greek meeting Greek. 
The sensation of killing a salmon is a grand one, but not 
to be compared with that of capturing a large Thames 
trout. There is really more skill in attaching one of these 
farioa than a salar to your rod and line, and when you 
have attached one, it is sport indeed. Perhaps the first 
rush or two of a salmon is more impetuous than that of a 
Thames trout, in comparing two fish of equal weight, but 
the Thames trout has more runs in him than the salmon. 
He has " staying powers " of the first order, and is as full 
of expedients to save his hfe as any 8almo salar. There 
is no doubt about the " running " of a Thames trout. It 
is a fierce n^h he makes at your bait when he has made 
up his mind to rush at all. As soon as he has struck the 
fight commences. He— 

" Flies aloft and flouneea round the pool." 
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Jfee mora nee requies for either of yoa. If a term may 
be borrowed &om the hnntiDg-field, it is "a sharp 
burst." Let the fiaherman poet. Gay, for a moment 
deecribe the contest, his verao applying to a large Thames 
trout equally well as it does to a salmon : — 

" Soon in dniBrt pun lie feels his dire niiatake, 
LajheB the wave and beats the foam j lake ; 
With sadden rage be now alult appears, 
And in hig eye coDvalsive angniah bean ; 
And now ^ain, impatient of the wound. 
He rolls and writhes his straining bod; roand ; 
Then headlong shoots beneath the dashing tide, 
The trembling fins the boiling wave divide. 
Now hope eialts the fisher's beating heart. 
How he turns pale and fears his dubious art ; 
He views the trembling fish with longing ejea. 
While the line stretches with th' untvieldj prize ; 
Hach raotion humoars with his steady hands, 
And the slight line the mighty hulk commands ; 
mi tired at last, despoii'd of all his strength. 
The game athwart the stream unfolds his length-^" 

And so on, till safely landed he — 

" Sbretches hb quivering fins, and gasping dies." 

But oh, the disappointment at losing year fish when 
yon have battled with him awhile, fall of hope and nigh 
unto victory. It not unfrequently happens that Thames 
trout do get away after being hooked, and this probably 
arises from the traditional use of some four or five 
triangles of hooks, and tbo8e,too, of too small asize,inBtead 
of one triangle, or at most two, in accordance with the 
most reasonable teaching of that Master of Arts in 
spinning, Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell. Possibly hardly a 
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Thames troat gets through a season without being 
pricked; and it must surely require, in the caae of such a 
wary and intelligent fish, all the close time from Septem- 
ber 10th to April for him to foi^t past experiences of 
mathematically spinning baits. Another disappointment 
is that of trout " running short " and only touching the 
tail of your bait J and yet another to which the spinner 
for Thames trout is constantly subjected, especially at the 
beginning of the aeasonj viz., hooking jack, chub, and 
barbel, and perhaps after a good bit of fighting finding 
he has not only not got a tront, but a fish which is 
legally out of season, and which he must return to the 
water. The moat skilful, however, are not often taken in, 
for they know partly by the strike and partly by the 
"action" of the fish afterwards whether it be a trout 
or not. 

Another way of fishing for Thames tront is by lire bait- 
ing, as for jack. Some object to this as unsportsmanlike ; 
but my experience is that it is as difficult to take a fish by 
this means as by spinning. I hold, therefore, live bait- 
ing is quite legitimate. 

Perhaps the best advice to one contemplating Thames 
trout-fishing is — "Don't." Let us, however, suppose our 
spinner successful, and that he has taken a six, eight, ten 
or twelve pounder, or more than one, as sometimes occurs. 
Where is then a prouder or happier man in all creation ? 
His deeds will be spoken of far and wide. The news of 
the take travels in all directions, along the river banks. 
Volitat per ora virwm. He is a hero, "The man that 

killed a — pound trout at ." He is immortalized 

in the angling columns of many journals. Skill and 
perseverance have had their reward, and from an 
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ftngling point of view he can say, " I have not lived in 
Tun ! " 

Ton may catcli the smaller Thames trout and those 
which have been imported into the river with the artificial 
flyj bnt seldoln a large Thames trout. These are, how- 
ever, occasionally taken with red palmers. May flies, and 
early in tho season with the larji^e stone fly. Grilse 
and even Salmon flies have sometimes been used with 
success. But your Thames trout proper is not much of a 
fly-eater. His favourite food is "small fry," of which 
he gets abundance and on which he gets fat. 

And now back again to the Common Brown Tront. 
And whence the name " Trout " ? The word has always 
sounded to me as a "full round" word, suggestive of a 
good sound fish j but this must be mere fancy. Izaak 
Walton remarks that Glesner says it is " of a German 
Ofispring." What German word, however, it can be con- 
nected with I do not know. The ordinary Gferman for 
" trout " is " forelle." 

The distinguishing letters of our word are evidently tru, 
as seen in the Anglo-Saxon iruht; and these are fonndin 
several languages, e.g. in the French iruiie, the Italian 
(rod* and Spanish trucJia. The late Latin word is trulta, 
from the older word tructa, a glutton, which is the Greek 
tvodea {rpw/cTJjs), "a glutton," and also " a sea fish with 
sharp teeth," mentioned by ^lian. And thus we get 
our word " trout," originally from the Greek Irogo {rp^yyut^ ^ 
to " gnaw " or " eat." So after all the pretty-sounding 
word " trout " really means something equivalent to a 
" greedy devourer ; " and taking all things into considera- 
tion^ this is no great libel on onrfano. 

My little book, as I have said in the preface, is not an 
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ambiidons one ; nor ia it intended to supply the place of 
Ouides, Ingti-uctois, and Yade Macum-s. It ia what ia called 
simply " Notes," and the " Notes " on the different fiah of 
oar waters are only " jottings " etymological, ichthyologi- 
cal, piscatorial, or, to beep up the Greek terminology, 
halientical, and gastronomical ; and these thrown together 
without much definite order. I cannot, therefore, nnder- 
talce to give a list of the trout rivers in the United King- 
dom, their seasons and pecnliarities, and much leas a list 
of the files which by tradition and experience are said 
to be best for each. All this and much more can 
only be gathered from such books as I have mentioned 
at the beginning of this note, to which I may add Mr. 
Francis's Book on Angling, which has very recently and 
most deservedly entered on anothn- edition, Hofiuid's 
British Angler's Manual, which will never be out of 
date, Roopor'a Thameg and Tweed, Ronald's Fly-Fisher't 
Entomology, and Cntliffe's Trout-fisMng in Rapid Sfrea/tiis. 
But all anglers, unless they are well acquainted with 
the water they are about to fish, should endeavour to 
gain personfd information from their inends or others 
about it. Information thus gained should supplement all 
book knowledge, and would often prevent a fruitless 
expedition. 

Fly-fishing — i.e. whipping the stream with an artificial 
fly 13, 1 need hardly say, the most orthodox way of fishing 
for the common trout. It ia also the most artistic. It ia 
alao the most enjoyable. It would be difficult to a&y what 
purauit, sport, or pastime can yield such genuine pleasure 
as a day's fly-fishing along a pretty river does to the 
angler who has the accomplishments and tastes I have 
credited to him : say along the Teign, the Dart, the 
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Barle, the Exe, in the far land of the West, the land of 
red cattle and clotted cream, of jiinketB and cider, of 
meadows and moorland, of hills and dales and purling 
Btreams, the very par&diae of birds, fema, and wild flowers. 
I know these Devonshire rivers well, I may say every 
stream in the country ; and the humblest meadow brook 
is not without its charms, or without its trout. Such a 
humble brook has Carl Waring recently described in the 
American Forest and Stream, in the following pretty 
stanzas : — 

" You BW it first near lie dusty road, 
Where the farmer stops with his heavy load 

At the foot of a weary hill ; 
There the mossy trough it oTerflows, 
Then awAJ nith a leap and a laugh it goes 

At its OKU sweet, wandering will. 

" It flows throagh an orchard guarl'd and old. 
Where in spring the duntj bods nnCild 

Their petals pink and white ; 
The appls blossoms so sweet and pure. 
The streamlet's smiles and songs allure. 

To float off on the ripples bright 

" It winds through the meadow soatcely aeen. 
For o'er it the flaweia and grasses lean 

To salute its smiling &ce ; 
And thus, faalf-hidden, it ripples along. 
The whole way singing its summer song. 

Making glad each arid pta>.-e. 

" Jnst there, where the water dark and cool 
Lingers a moment in yonder pool. 

The dainty trout are at play ; 
And DOW and then one leaps in sight, 
Witli sides aglow in the golden light 

Of the long, sweet summer day. 
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" Oh back t« their shelves those books consign. 
And look to jour rod and reel and line, 

Uake fast the feather'd hook ! 
Then anaj from the town, irith its hnm of life. 
Where the air with worry and work is rife, 

To the charms of the meadow brook." 

Yes — "Away from the town," Those best know the 
joys of a fly-fishing holiday, who are perforce — 

" Long in populons cities pent. 
Where houses thick and sewera annoy the air," 

and when their holiday time comes hie them far away 
from the 

" Fomnm et opes, strefatamque Bom^," 

whether their Rome be LondoD, Birmingham, Manchester, 
or some populons place taken cognizance of by that most 
statistical of pablic functionaries, the Registrar- General. 
What a blessing it is that a few hours' journey will land us 
in almost any direction, north, south, east, or west, by the 
banks of the trout stream we have fixed on ; and what a 
blessing ft is that thousands in the course of a year can 
tJius find recreation, and recruit both body and mind in 
the innocent amusement of fly-fishing. 

As to the Art of Fly-fishing, more has been said and 
written on this particular branch of sport than on any 
other; and none have given rise to more "vexed ques- 
tions" than this. The proverbial differing of doctors is 
as nothing to the differing of fiy-fishere, both as regards 
theory and practice. Fly-fishing may almost be described 
as an art without any fundamental rules ; I mean rules 
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to which all will give adherence. And this, perhaps, ia one 
of its charms; for though you may be well stored with 
the precepts of professors, their precepts vary so much 
that you have the pleasure of selecting which you shall 
follow or trying them all by turns. 

I shall only attempt to jot down, in a higgledy-piggledy 
way, a few observations on dy-Eshing for trout, based on 
my own experience, throwing them partially into the form 
of advice to " yonng" anglers, for I will not dare to counsel 
old ones. If there is no finality, as I have suggested there 
is not, in the art of angling generally, there certainly is 
not in this branch of it. Trout, even more than other 
fish, have become •' educated," and their capture is be- 
coming more and more difficult every year. The individual 
experience, therefore, of every fisherman, presuming of 
course that he has studied his art and practised it assidu- 
ously, is a contribution to the general stock, even though 
he may have nothing actually new to suggest. 

As to tackle. A cheap fly rod, whether a single or 
double-handed one, is a delusion and snare. Always 
buy of a first-rate maker. Lightness, i.e. as fiu as is 
consistent with strength, is a great consideration in a rod, 
as whipping a stream is a far greater physical labour than 
many persons would suppose. There has been a long 
controversy as to the amount of pUancy and stifibess fly 
rods should possess, some pereons advocating very pliant 
rods, others stiflf ones, i. e. comparatively stiff. You will 
do well, I think, to use a medium one. You have greater 
command over your fly, especially in windy weather, 
with a stiff one, but fewer fish are lost when playing them 
with a pliant one. The " happy mean," therefore, is the 
best. 
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Let yonr line taper at both ends, so thai, wliea jou have 
to some extent worn &w»y one end yon can reverse the 
line on year winch and utilize the other. 

Notwithstanding the general co?Mem«u8 of condemnation 
of mnltiplying winches, I am for moltipliers. They are a 
great comfort when yon are fishing up stream, and espe- 
cially when you fish heads down. I know they are apt to 
get ont of order, at least ordinary ones are, but some are 
made now with extra wheels, and, though in one sense 
more complex, so arranged that a " dead lock" is next to 
impossible, as I have noted on page 109. 

None but the best gut, whether whole or drawn, 
should ever be used for collars. I don't believe in stained 
gut, unless the water is very discoloured. It must be 
remembered that the hsh are looking upwards, with the 
light and the sky for a background. It would be quite 
another matter if they were looking down into the water 
on your collar. 

What shall I say of fiies ? It is one of the most difficult 
things in the world to say or write a little when there is 
much which can be written or said. It would take a dozen 
or twenty pages even briefly to mention the various views 
which have been advanced. They range &om the theories 
that almost go as far as to maintain that a different fly is 
required for every day in the year and almost for every hour 
in every day, to the simple reduction of the number to 
three, or at most half a dozen flies as all that are necessary 
all the year round. Here again I think the old saying, 
fiiedio tutissimus ibis, is applicable. To load yourself 
with smarms of flies tied up in huge bunches in your 
fly-book is folly. There are scores of flies made which 
might be utterly abolished. Still I do not think the ordi- 
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nary fly fisherman would generally meet with a fair share 
of snccess if he limited himself to the very meagre supply 
Mr. Pennell would allow him, or even the slightly-enlai^ed 
list of Mr, Stewart, Mr. Francis Francis has, in my 
opinion, hit the happy mean. The young angler cannot 
do hetter than thoroughly study that part of Mr. Francis' 
book relative to fiies and fly-fishing. I aee in some of the 
London tackle-shops fly-booka containing the thirty-two 
varieties of flies recommended by him, with the name of 
the fly opposite its compartment, and a few remarks on 
it, the flies also running consecutively according to their 
months. 

As a rule the old acknowledged flies, such as the 
palmers, the duns, the spinners, the February red, the 
March brown, the alder, the stone, the sand fly, and others, 
with the names of which the young fly -fisherman soon be- 
comes familiar, will kill, if anything in the way of a fly will. 
The list of flies given by Walton's collahorateur, Cotton, will 
be found to comprise most of the best killers of the present 
day. 

At the same time " fancy" flies are not to be neglected. 
They will often do execution when the orthodox flies fail. 
Nor, again, are '"local " flies, as I may call them, to be 
despised. Though you may have taken to your fi.shing- 
ground a very cloud of insects in your well-stocked book, 
tied by some of the best hands in London, and " warranted 
to kill" in all waters and under any circumstances, do not 
despise local knowledge and practice. Rather seek out 
some enthnsiastio brother fly-fisher in the neighbourhood ; 
and as there is a kind of freemasonry among the angling 
craft he will give you a hint or two worth having — the 
local doctor, or the parson, or some less reputable character. 
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tbe amateur poacher, bnt a veritable Bportsman, wbo ties 
his own fliea and will often imitate some creature he sees 
on the water at a moment's notice. Yoa can soon hear of 
him, and, I fear, often find him at one of the hoetelries of 
the district. Be open with him. Tell him yon want a bint 
or two. Do not forget that he is not averse to "refresh- 
ment." Sng^^t humbly that yon wonid feel hononred 
with his company on the morrow to cany your creel and 
mackintosh, &c., and yon will probably have secared a 
friend, philosopher, taid guide, who will pat yon np to a 
thing or two, and conduce to filling your basket. 

The following, I think, is a sonnd principle. In compa- 
ratively smooth water your artificial fiy should be as good 
an imitation of nature as possible, for the fish take it be- 
lieving it to be a real fly. It is otherwise in rapid streams, 
or parts of streams, where the fish have not so much oppor- 
tunity of observation or time to think. There they dart at 
yenr lure simply because they hope it is "something to eat." 

This another. Ubs a dark fiy for dark waters and a 
bright fly for bright waters, notwithstanding the most 
apparently reasonable arguments to be adduced per contra. 

Bemember there is a great deal in the size of your flies. 
You must learn beforehand the peculiar gastronomic fancy 
of the fish in the stream you contemplate fishing. Fish 
of 4 lbs. take a tiny gnat on a tiny hook in some of the 
Hampshire waters, while in many streams trout no larger 
than your middle finger insist on having a large fat hackle 
fly fit for a 5 lb. chab. Bead " Stoddwii" on the size of 
flies. I am a firm believer in his views on this point. 
Generally, as the water in a river lowers and clears, 
decrease the size of your flies. When the water begins to 
rise treat seldom take the fly well. They seem alarmed. 
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I believe that the colour of fliee, generally speaking, is 
of more importance tlian their form, though I am puzzled 
somewhat when I reflect that a £sh viewing a flj from 
beneath has a light background, and that conseqaently 
(as one might think) the under part of the By would 
present but little actual colour to him. 

A gentle or even small strip of white kid glove put on 
the bend of the fly-hook will induce trout to rise when 
nothing else will. 

When trout are " glutted" with some natural fly, say 
the May fly, a purely "fancy" artificial fly wOI often get 
a rise out of them, just as something new or fanciful will 
excite the jaded appetite of an alderman. 

Here are some more miscellaneous memoranda, and I 
must confess very disjointed. 

Let year habiliments be of sober though rather lightish 
grey, with cap or flexible wideawake to match, and your 
waterproof, which you may want occasionally, aUo grey-, 
and well ventilated. The grey tweed waterproofs, made 
by George Cording (son of the " Original " Cording), 231, 
Strand and 125, Regent Street, are the best I know of. 
Use wading boots or stockings, otherwise you lay up 
a stock of rheumatism for future days. The " porpoise- 
hide " fishing-boots, made by Frank Porter, of 40, Lud- 
gate Hill, are of admirable material and workmanship, 
and very moderate in price. Let your shoes, or water- 
proof boots, be studded with large nails, but not very dose 
together, for masses of iron, instead of preventing, facilitate 
slipping. 

Always wade if yon can, and when you cannot, crouch, 
stoop, and crawl as best you may, and hide yourself be- 
hind bushes, trees, rising gronnd, &c., whenever possible. 
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All the above, for this simple reason, that the troat, the 
most qoicksighted of fiebj may not see 70a more than jou 
can help ; for remember that according to the teaching 
of Mr. Ronalds (referred to in the Note on Ichthyology), 
your fignre, and even the part of it which you sometimes 
fancy is hidden, is projected by refraction far up above 
the fish's line of sight. Hence, also, fish up stream when 
you can rather than down. Moreover, as tront He with 
their heads np stream, and cannot see behind them, yon 
cui get pretty near them, and so use a short line, which 
of course you can throw to a desired spot with much 
greater accuracy than a long one. There have been many 
literary battles over the up stream and down stream 
theories of fishing. The up stream fishing is the most 
difficult in couseqaence of your collar and line having an 
unpleasant tendency to make their way very quietly to 
your feet ; bat there can be no doubt about its being the 
right practice. A good fisherman working up stream will 
kill nearly two fish to every one killed by a good fisherman 
working down. Sometimes the wind and other circutn- 
atances make it impossible to fish ap: then, of coarse, 
nothing remains but to fish down. 

As you come to each reach of a stream, make your dis- 
positions thoughtfully, as a general would, how best to 
work it — mark the most likely spots for your fish to lie, 
and determine how they are best fished. Hiis done, 
fish the water nearest to yon first, and so on till yon have 
thoroughly searched the whole. Bemember that a very 
shallow spot will hold a big fish. 

Watch your line aad collar very carefully, for in rapid 
streams — such, for instance, as they mostly are in Devon- 
shire — ^yonr fly will very often be under water when taken. 
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and consequentlj yoa will not tee joar fish " rise." 
Your Iiand muab be as quick as yoar eye, I might say 
yonr iatnition, when your fly is taken ; for unless hooked 
your trout ejects fur and feathers in a moment of time. 
Bemember that early in the year tront generally lie in the 
quietest part of the water, for though in early Btreama 
they are "in season " in February and March, they have 
not yet recovered their full strength after spawning. 

Two flies are quite enough to use, your " stretcher " or 
tail fly, and one " drop " or " bob " fly. In rapid streams 
try and learn to use the latter in spots where you cannot 
get your former comfortably, or at least in a style to 
attract fish. Often it is a most excellent plan to cast 
your colliu- or tail fly on a stone in the river, and then by 
gradually tightening yonr line let your " drop " fly 
search the eddy at the back. 

Do not use a longer line than yon can help, and do not 
pay out line to reach a given spot unless absolutely 
necessary j rather wade or crawl nearer. 

When you see a fish rise, cast yonr fly as near as pos- 
sible into the centre of the wavy circle. If that fails 
cast a foot or two higher up the stream. So too, after a 
fish has risen at your fiy and missed it. 

A "wet" fly early in the season, a "dry" fly later 
on. 

Need I say that it is of the utmost importance to throw 
" lightly," and to take care that yonr " stretcher " alights 
on the water before yonr " droppers " ? 

" Be mindful, aje, your fly to throw 
Ligbt B8 falls the flaky sdow." 

The yonng aspirant to ily-fishing should practise assi- 
duously and patiently, throwing his fly at a murk on a 
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grass-plot, and be " entered " at dace or bleak before he 
essays to deceive Salmo fario. 

Try and make yoar artificial fly act on the water as a 
natural fly would act. As the poet tells you, — 

" Upon the watfirj Bnrface let it glide. 
With natural motion from yoar band anpplied ; 
Againat the atre&m now gently let it plftjt 

Now is ths rapid eddy float awftj," 

hut as little " against stream " work as possible, for 
drawing a fly against stream causes the hackle and even 
featb&r to lie close to the body. 

When a fish rises, strike (Quickly and decisively, and 
up with the point of your rod directly. And let this be 
a golden rule — " Keep it op " while you play your fish. 
If once you let the strain come straight to your winch you 
lose a good fish to a certainty. The only possible contin- 
gency which justifies the lowering of the point of the rod 
is when a fi^h throws himself clean out of water, as a good 
fish often will to the height of two feet or more. As yoo 
hare a strain on him, your rod suddenly straightens when 
he leaps, and you must drop the point as he falls back into 
the water. But be on him ^ain the moment he touches it. 

Never let your fiah see your landing-net till he is tired 
out, and never let it touch him till you have got it well 
under bim. 

The best time of the day for fly-fishing is ae a rule 
from eight till noon, and from about five or six p.m. till 
what may be called the " evening fishing " time, at least 
in the Bummer and early autumn months. If I were 
asked to name the two best hours of the day I should say 
from nine to eleven. But of course the fish in different 
rivers have to a great extent different habits ; and trout 
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ill rapid streams sre always more or leaa on the feed, as 
they have a difficnltjin seouring fllea and other food; 
whereas in quiet streams and qniet parts of streams they 
seem to feed more regularly and at stated intervals, and 
rest for a time after meals. The larger the fish the mora 
regularly he feeds and reata after feeding. 

After a bright, hot sammer's day evening fishing often 
produces good sport, and by evening fiiahing I mean after 
dusk till you can no longer see to fish comfortably. The 
red, and black palmer, with silver twist, the coachman, 
and white moth are the recognized flies for this crepuacu- 
lar business. It must not be forgotten, however, that 
fishing after snnset is considered in most cases, contra 
bonos mores. 

I might " memorandnmize'^ on in this style ad infinitum, 
so much is there to say on fly-fishing for trout. But the 
style is not satisfactory to me, and it may not be to my 
readers, for, as I have before observed, nothing short of 
a treatise on the subject can satisfactorily deal with it. 
And even a long treatise would not exhaust it. Every 
river in the United Kingdom would almost require a 
chapter to itaelf. And after all said and done, the know- 
ledge and art of the most consummate fisherman frequently 
avail him nothing; and to make matters worse he is 
utterly at a loss to account for the fish refusing to rise. 

The capricionsness of trout as to rising is most extra- 
ordinary. A fisherman may begin his work under the 
idea that if be bad had the ordering of the weather and 
the state of the water, he conld not have ordered for the 
better. He makes a certainty of a full creel. But for 
some unaccountable reason not a fish will move I Par 
parentheee, I am strongly of opinion that electric currents 
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passing through the earth affect fish more than is generally 
supposed. On another occasion everything seems against 
him to begin withj bat he gets as many fish as he can carry ! 
Let me mention a striking instance of the latter esperience 
and of the strange caprice of trout. On an April morning 
some years ago a friend and myself started on foot from 
Wells to fish the water above the Mill not far from Wokey 
Hole in the Mendip Hills. It was very cold, and we had 
only jnst got out of the city when a driving snow-storm 
nearly blinded as. Before we got to Wokey we ex- 
perienced two more, and on each occasion we debated 
whether it were worth while to proceed. But the storms 
were of brief duration, the sun was soon out again, and 
hope, which " springs eternal " in the angler's breast, 
predominated over fear. Another and worse storm just 
as we got to the water almost determined as to return to ■ 
Wells. However, hoping against hope, we put our rods 
together, and began casting with " kill-devils " (double 
. red palmers with two hooks) as stretchers and black 
palmers as droppers. Not a fish was moving, nor could 
we move one for the half-hour we whipped the water. It 
was now, as we thought, utterly hopeless to persevere. 
We would pack up and at once make tracks homewards ; 
when suddenly another snow-storm was on us. Why I 
made another cast under such circumstances I hardly 
know, but I did, and at once a fish was securely attached 
to my " kill-devil." But snrely it was an accident 1 The 
fish could never have intended it 1 It would be meaning- 
less to cast again in a snow-storm I But before I had 
time to come to a conclnsion, my friend had a fish on ; and 
it was at once evident that a change had come over the 
spirit of the dreams of the Wokey trout. They were 



cglc 



TOE TEOOT. 151 

riaing in all directioDB. At what, I cannot for the life of 
me say, unless it were at a shower of flies which came 
down with the snow, or perhaps they mistook the snow- 
flakes for white moths I We had a fish at almost every 
oast, aometimes two, as long as the snow-storm lasted j 
bat when it ceased, the fish at once ceased rising. To 
make a long story short, there was a saccession of brief 
snow-storms all the day. During their continuance, the 
fish rose fast and furiously j in the interrals between them 
not a fish would rise. If I were to give the numbers of 
the fish y>re caught, I might lay myself open to the charge 
of exaggeration, which ia sometimes brought against the 
angling community j suflice it to say, that never before 
and never since have I had a hand in catching such a 
dish of fish; rather I should say "dishes," for on oar 
return to Wells almost every dish on the establishment 
had to be requisitioned in order that we might fully display 
our take. There was hardly a fish below J lb., the average 
was 1 lb., and several scaled l\ lb. and over. 

A remarkable instance, though only another out of 
very many I could give, of what seems the caprice of trout 
in rising, came under my notice when fishing the Exe 
about four miles above Tiverton. I had been diligently 
whipping from 9 a.m. to about 2 p.m., trying a variety of 
flies and a variety of miscellaneous devices ia casting and 
working my cast; but not a fish had I moved, nor had I 
seen above half a dozen rises; when suddenly the stretch 
of water I was on became literally ahve with fish rising. 
I forget the particular flies I had on my cast, but I know 
that the fish seemed quite indifferent as to which they 
took, and I basketed them almost as &st as I did the 
Wokey trout in the snow-storms. Bat in aboat half an 
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hour^^resto ! all ia qaiet, and not a fish is moving ! Nor 
did the trout move again that day, though I patiently 
hung about the river till nightfall, hoping for another such 
half'hour as I had between 2 and 3 p.m. On making special 
inquiry afterwards of other fishermen on the river the same 
day, I ascertained that the same phenomenon presented it- 
self to all of them, and as nearlyas possible at the time men- 
tioned, and that it extended along the river for at least six 
miles above and six miles below Tiverton. How is such a 
fact to be accounted for ? What led to this sudden impulae, 
which affected the whole community of trout in a certain 
way along twelve miles of river for only a few minutes, 
BO to speak, out of the whole day ? Does the theory of 
electric currents passing through the earth or air explain 
it in any way ? Or did a certain fly, owing to certain 
terrestrial and atmospheric conditions, suddenly present 
itself in large numbers and stimulate the quiescent appetite . 
of the fish ? I certainly noticed no such appearance of 
flies. Or was it a mere freak suggested by some little 
cdterie of fish (nesdo qua dulddine capta) who passed the 
word on (as Masons do] and telegraphed up and down 
the stream by a kind of exercise of electro-biological 
power — "Let's have half-an-hour's rise at anything"? 
Verily " no fellah can understand " these seemingly capri- 
cious risings of trout ; and perhaps the perplexed angler, if 
he does not wish to "vex his righteous sonl" had better 
fall back on the philosophic oxymoron of Earl Beacons- 
field to the effect that " only the unexpected is likely to 
happen." 

One might have thought that the art of fly-fishing in 
its practical aspect would have hM^ly tempted the poets, 
though there is scope enough to hymn its delights to 
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the fisherman as he ir&Dilers on from stretch to atretch 
of some lovely river. But the poet, according to the 
etymology of his name, is a " maker " or " creator " 
(jTotjjT^?), and can " make " prose into poetry and indeed 
anything out of nothing. Thus, then, the poet Gay : — 

" Ton now » mora delnnve mi mnBt trj. 
And t«mpt their hunger with the curione fly. 
To frame the little animal, provide 
All the gay hnea that wait on female pride : 
Let Natare gaide thee ; BOmetimeB golden wire 
The shining belliea of the flj require ; 
The peacock's plumes tbj tackle must not fail, 
Nor the dear purchase of the eahle'e tail. 
Each gaadj bird some slender tribute brings. 
And lends the growing insect proper wings ; 
Silka oi all colonrs most their aid impart, 
And ev'rf fur promote the fisher's art. 
So the gay ladj, with expensive care. 
Borrows the pride of land, of sea, and air ; 
Fnrs, pearis, and plamei the glittering tJiing displays. 
Dazzles oar eyes, and easy hearts betrays." 

The poet then goea on to refer to the fisherman making 
hie flies on the rirer-bank, Tvhen he finds that the stock 
in his book fails to attract the fish : — 

" Mark well the various eeasona of the year. 
How the succeeding insect race appear ; 
In this revolving moon one colour reigns. 
Which in the neit the fickle trout disdains. 
Oft have I s«en a skilful angler try 
The various colonrs of the treach'rons 9y ; 
When he with fruitless pain hath skimro'd the broolc, 
And the coy fish rejects the skipping hook. 
He shakes the boughs that on the margin grow, 
Which o'er the stream a waving forest throw. 
When if an insect fall (his certiun guide). 
He gently takes him from the whirling tide, 
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•B well hU form with curious ejee, 
His gaudj vest, his wings, his horns, hU eyes; 
Thf n round his hook the chosen fur he winds, 
And on the back a spectled leather binds; 
So just the colours shine through everj part. 
That Nature seema to live again in Art!" 

Hear, too, another piscatory poet on fly-making — the 
Ber. Moses Browne— mentioned in the Note on the 
Literature of Fishing. 

" Wh«D artfnl fii«g the angler woald prepare. 

The tack of all deserves his ntmoBt akilt; 

Kor Terse dot prose can ever teach him well 

"What masters onlj know, and practice tell. 

Yet thus at lai^e I Tentnre to support. 

Nature best follow'd beat secures the sport. 

Of flies the kinds, their seasons, and their breed. 

Their shapes, their hues, with nice observance heed ; 

Which most the trout admires and where obUin'd, 

Experience best will teach jon, or some friend ; 

For several kinds most ererj month supply. 

So great's his passion for variety ; 

Nay, if new species on the streams you find, 

Try, you'll acknowledge fortune amply kind." 

Tbomaon also by no means nnBuccessfully poetizes the 
art of fly-fishing : — 

" Just in the dubious point, where with the pool 
Is mii'd the trembling stream, or where it boils 
Aronnd the stone, or from the hallow 'd bank 
Reverted plays in ondnlating flow, 
There throw, nice judging, the delusive fiy ; 
And as you lead it round in artful curve. 
With eye attentive mark the springing game. 
Straight as above the surface of the flood 
They wanton rise, or urged by hunger leap. 
Then fix with gentle twitch the barbed hook ; 
Some lightly tossing to the grass; bank, 
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And to the shelving ehore slow dr^ging some, 
With Tarioos hand proportion'd to their force." 

And thus he proceeds, giviDg by the way good advice 
to fishermen who, I suppose on the priaciple that " little 
fish are sweet," do not always return to the river their 
undersized captures. 

" If yet too young, and easily deceived, 
A worthless prey Bcarce bends your pliant rod : 
Him, piteons of his youth and the short space 
He has eiyoy'd the vital light of heaven. 
Soft disengage, and back ioto tjie stream 
The apeckled captive thron-. Bat should yoa lure 
From this dark haunt beneath the tangled roote 
Of pendant tree the monarch of the brook. 
Behoves yon then to ply your finest art 
Long time he, foUoning cautious, scans the fly, 
And ott attempts to seize it, but as oft 
The dimpled water speaks his jealous fear ; 
At last, while haply o'er the shaded sun 
Basses a cloud, he desperate takes tiie death ; 
With sullen plung«, at once he darts along 
Deep stmck, and runs out all the lengthen'd line ; 
Then seeks the forthest ooze, the sheltering weed. 
The cAvern'd hank, his old secure abode ; 
And files aloft and fionnces round the pool. 
Indignant of the gnile. With yielding hand 
That feels him still, yet to his furious course 
Gives way, you now retiring, following now 
Across the stream, exhaust his idle rage ; 
Till fioating broad upon his breathless side. 
And to his fate abandon'd, to the shore 
Yon giuly drag your nnresisting prize." 

I have already ventured to say that " life is too short 
wherein to tie one's own flies." But if Miy one fancies 
to do so, be can learn much by way of book-learning 
from Mr. Francis and Mr, Feonell, from Bonald's Fly- 



. L.oci^^lc 



156 NOTES OH FISH AND FIBHrsG. 

fisher^a Entomology a,nd B.oi&ni'a British Angler's Manual, 
and even from anch unpretending works as Best's Art of 
Angling and The Jolly Anglers, In some of the manuals, 
too, diagrams will show him how to use his fingers in 
manipulating the different materials. Lessons, however, 
from an oral and digital instmctor will do more for the 
papil than all the books, 

" Dibbing," " daping," or " dapping," with the natural 
&y is a recognized method of killing trout ; but, as a fine 
art, it cannot be compared to whipping with the artificial 
fiy. It requires, however, to insure success considerable 
adroitness and craftiness, to say nothing of most laborious 
care. An adept at this game has most of the distinctive 
qualities of a good angler ; and, unless the fish are quite 
off or the locality unsoited to this method of fishing, he 
will seldom fail to produce a good show of fish. And, 
after all, to the angler, like other good sportsmen, though 
he does not actually "look to the pot," one of the great 
pleasures of a day's sport is to display to his family and 
friends the substantial results of hia skill and patience. 

As the season advances, and the water in many rivers 
gets very low and bright, a day's dapping is surely 
legitimate enough. Among the best flies for the purpose 
may be mentioned the May fly, the alder, the stone fly, 
and the " down-hill fly." This last-named, a large, flat 
fly, with mottled wings, is found especially on the trunka 
of oak trees and park palings, and always with his tail 
upwards ; and yet does nob seem to suffer from blood to 
the head! But really almost any fly will answer for 
dapping, house flies and bluebottles being perhaps as 
killing as any. It is not the fly, but how you use it, thab 
determines your success ; how you manage to secrete 
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yourself J Low drop your line, and how work it, or, ratter, 
let it work. ToQ require a stiffiah rod for the game. 
Two Bmall flies impaled back to back often answer better 
than one lai^e one. 

A kind of " dapping " is the use of the " blow- line," 
with the natural fly. The rod for the pnrpose should be 
very long and very light, and moderately stiff, the line of 
the most delicate floss silk, and the foot-line of the very 
finest gat. Ton stroll along the river, and when you see 
a fish rise, you get the wind at your back, your rod per- 
pendicular, and release your streamer, which should float 
like a gossamer in the air. When you have the fly in 
Buch a position that lowering the point of your rod would 
allow it to drop on the spot you wish, you lower your rod 
accordingly, and pray the River God to befriend you — the 
which he often does. Indeed, this is a very killing method 
with trout ; so much so, that it is not allowed on many 
waters. I do not, however, see why it should be for- 
hidden, for though I have said it is a very killing method, 
it is only so when you have a river and the wind exactly 
suited for it, and you yourself are a master of the art. 
Do not suppose for a moment that any one can manipulate 
a blow-line. 

Akin to dapping with the natural fly is dapping with 
grasshoppers and a variety of other insects, more particu- 
larly with beetles. A very young frog, 'or one just 
emei^ing from the tadpole state, is akilling bait. Indeed, 
80 omnivorous is the trout that it would be difficult to 
enumerate many living insects be would not take. In this 
kind of dapping, however, you often let your bait sink 
below the surface, and even to mid-water. No slight art 
is required for success in this department, and to fish very 
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low and clear water in this style a man must be a good 
fisberman. When the water is in this state it is almost 
indispensable that 70a wade and fish up stream. For full 
information on the methods of fishing briefly alluded to 
in the last few paragraphs, I would refer the young angler 
specially to Mr. Francis's Book on Angling, and Trout 
Fishing in Rapid Streams. 

The use of the natural and artificial minnow is another 
recognized method for taking the common river trout; 
though this, again, is forbidden in many waters in conse- 
quence of its deadly efifect. The summer months are best 
for spinning the minnow, and a trout, if at all inclined to 
feed, can seldom resist thia bait if properly ofiered to him. 
For preference I should say use a natural minnow, i.e. if you 
can put it on your hooks " well and truly." Itmust spin very 
correctly on its axis, as all trout are almost as particular in 
this respect as the true Thames trout. Any "wobbling" is 
fatal to success. If you cannot carry or get carried your 
minnows alive in a bait-can, sprinkle them with a little scJt, 
and pack them with bran in a box. They are more easily 
handled when thus treated. I do not think it matters 
much what form and arrangement of hooks yoa nse, aa 
long as you put your bait on properly. At least, this is 
my experience, and I have used a great variety of tackle, 
Mr. Francis, I notice, is very particular on this point, and 
strongly condemns Hawker's principle and the metal cap 
over the lips of the bait. I have, however, found this 
tackle to answer admirably. 1 certainly agree with him 
as to the use of the " Field" lead for the prevention of 
that bane of the spmner's sport, " kinking " of the line- 
There is an infinite variety of artificial minnows. After 
trying very many, I find that practically the old " Archi- 
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medean" horn miniiow is as good as any, and •with this I 
will conple the plano-convex minnows of Mr. Hoarder, 
which hare the advantages of spinning without taming 
the hooks at the same time. 

In minnow fishing always fish up stream j spin to yonr 
right and left alternately when you can wade np the 
middle of the water ; Mid draw your bait obhquely down 
stream. Spin, too, at one regular pace, neither increasing 
or diminishing your speed when a fish runs at you. Con- 
trary to the opinion held by Mr. Francis, I do not think 
it necessary to " strike " the fish when he strikes you. 
Simply, draw on. 

I would advise a special rod to be nsed for minnow 
fishing, long and hght, and fairly lissome, but varying 
somewhat, accordit^ to the nature of your stream and the 
size of fish yon expect to catch. In small rivers, where 
fish do not often reach a pound In weight, your fiy rod, if 
it is one of the " stiff" or medium stiff class, will answer 
the purpose; but perhaps it is better to have a minnow 
tq) for ase when required. 

Worm-fishing for trout is another deadly method, and 
among the forbidden pleasures on most waters. But there 
is worm-fishing and worm-fiahing. When the water is 
discolonred, and the ran of a river is specially adapted for 
this work, the most ordinary of anglers can let the stream 
wash his worm into likely places, and he is almost certain 
to take fiih. Bat it is a very different matter when the 
water is low and clear, and fly-fishing hopeless. Then he 
most fish up stream, and use the finest of tackle, and that 
most artistically. And he must be very particular as to 
the kind of worm he uses. The poet again gives him 
directions, even on this prosaic matter :*— 
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" You moat not ereiy worm promisenoni nw, 
JudgvieDt will t«ll thee proper baits to choose ; 
Hie worm that diam » long, immod'Tste lize 
The troQt abhors, and the rank morsel flies ; 
And if too small, the naked frand'e in ught. 
And fear forbids, while hanger does invite. 
Those baits will best reward the fisher's pains 
Whose polish'd tails a shining yellow stains ; 
Cleanse them &om filth, to give a tempting gtos 
Cherish the sullied reptjle race with moss ; 
Amid the verdant bed thej twine, thej toil, 
And from their bodies wipe their native soil." 



I think Gay moat mean the "brandling" by "the rank 
morsel." Tlie best worm for a trout is the "marsh" worm 
or a well-scoured, succulent " lob." Not the gamey, odori- 
ferous "brandling," loved of the roracions perch and tench. 
A trout tama up, or rather away, his nose at the very 
smell of it. He no more iancies a meal of these offspring 
of the manure heap than an alderman does a dinner of 
plain biscnitB. At least this is my experience, and I 
must, confess I am somewhat surprised at Mr. Francis 
and other authorities recommending the " brandling " as 
a tront worm. A friend of mine recently told me that he 
once had the opportunity of throwing a fine "brandling " 
before the nose of a splendid trout of some 3 or 4 lbs., 
who, with mtmj others of his fellows, were roving just 
beneath the surface of a lake, seeking what they might 
devour. The fish at once dashed at the wriggling morsel 
open-mouthed, but hardly had his teeth closed on it than 
he ejected the mangled mass fully a foot through the 
water, and evinced such evident tokens of disgust as fully 
demonstrated that a " brandling " was not to his taste. 
Here, then, I must leave the minnow and worm-fishing 
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for tront. At tbe best, they are not to be compared 
with fly-fishing : — 

" Th« miniiow in anmineT ita monBten will kill, 
Aod tlie worm loads the pannier, when nothing else will ; 
Bnt give me the apring-time, the light^ropping tackle. 
And the masterlj cast, with the finest of tackle." 

I do not wonder that the poeta prefer fly-fishing to 

worm-fiahing. Says one, — 

" Aronnd the eteel no tortured worm shall twine, 
No blood of living insect 8t«un the line i 
Iiet me, less cmel, caat the feather'd hook 
With pliant rod athwart the pebbled brook ; 
Silent along the mazy margin stray. 
And with the fiiT-wn>ugkt fl; delade the prey." 

And another, after an invitation to fly •fishing, says, — 

" But let not on iky hook the tortured worm 
ConTolsire twist in agonizing folds, 
Which by t&paciona hunger snatiow'd deep. 
Gives, as yon tear it trom the bleeding breast 
Of the weak, helpleaa, uncomplaining wretch. 
Harsh pain and horror to the trembling hand." 

Their preference for fly-fishing is reasonable enongh, 
bnt it never seems to have struck these worthy songsters 
that, as a matter of inhnmanity, it must be as crnel to 
impale a trout as to impale a worm. 

Thna the trout is taken by a greater variety of methods 
and a greater variety of baits than any fish that swims. 

But not a word on " cross-fishing," or the use of salmon 
roe. Let not these things be hardly as much as named 
among us. 

And yet a jotting on " tickling" trout. I hare read of 
tront being tickled, heard of it from scores of persons, 
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and seen many attempt the operation ; bnt I never yet 
saw a tront brought oat of water in the human hand after 
tickling. There ia moat respectable authority of ancient 
date for trout-tickling, and the belief in the tradition and 
poaaibility of performing the operation is almost unirersal. 
In Beaumont and Fletcher's Bule a Wife and have a 
Wife, Act ii,, occurs the following :— 

" He iB mine own, I have him ; 
I told thee I novld tickle him like a trout." 

And we read, in the Haven of Eealth, published in 1636, 
concerning the trout, — 

" This fish bj nature loreth flattery, for htang in the nater it vill 
Buffer it»elf to be bandied, coaied, and led astray, nhoBe example I 
VOtiA wish us maidens not to follow, leat they repent sSter." 

Banyan, too, ia hia Apology for his Book, doubtless alluding 
to tront, aays, — 

" Tet fisb there be that neither book nor line, 
JSot Bttare, nor net, nor eogiiie can make thine ; 
Tbej mast be groped for, and ba tickled too, 
Or they will not be catch'd, whate'er they do." 

How can I doubt, then, bat that trout are tickled? 
And yet I do — for that moat illogical and unreasonable 
of all reasons, viz. the fact that 1 never saw one tickled, 
and never met a person who plainly declared that he him-: 
self had tickled and so caught one. Putting salt on the 
tails of birds is a most excellent device for catcbiog these 
shy creatures, but the difficulty is to apply the sdt. So. 
doubtless tickling ia an admirable way of beguiling trout ; 
but do they really allow themselves to be tickled ? 
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My laat jotting re trout is gastrouomical. In the 'Saven 
of Health (1636) we read that— 

" A troate is bo sound in noariahing that when we would eaj in 
Eoglish a man is tboronghlj sonnd, we nee to Bay th&t ha was &a 
Bound as a troute.'* 

Izaak Walton says, — 

" It is a fish highly valaed in this and foreign nations. He may be 
jnstly Biud, aa the old poet said of wine, and we English say of Tenison, 
to be a generons fish — a fish that is so like the bock, that he also has 
bis seasons ; for it is observed that he comes in and goes out of season 
with the stag and buck. ... He may justly contend with all fresh- 
water fish, as the mullet may with all sea-fish, for precedency and 
daintiness of taste, and being in riglit seaBon the most dainty palates 
bare allowed precedency to him." 

I have alreaijy said that a real Thames trout is as good 
as the best of salmon, and better than a great many. The 
Colne trout, his first cousin, is but little if at all inferior 
to him ; and the trout of some few other waters are almost 
equally good in texture of flesh and flavour. But, generally 
speaking, as trout vary in form and colonring in difl'erent 
rivers, so do they vary in the quality of their meat. Some 
cook crisp and eat most sweet, while others are soppy 
■and almost as muddy in flavour as a pond roach or bream, 
or are simply tasteless. There is no fish from either fresh 
or s^t water that varies so much in a gastronomic point 
of view as a trout. 

The recipes for cooking a trout are almost as numerous 
as the varieties of the fish itself. Our forefathers, whatever 
we may say of their " simple " ways, were seldom contented 
to eat their fish au riaturel, but directed their oooks to 
prepare them with such numerous ingredients for stufling, 
cooking, " serving," and sauce, that the wonder is they 
X 2 
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ccmld collect them in a working da7. Old Thomas Barker 
(1657) gives qb some of these laborious instructions for 
dealing with trout, and is followed by other writers who 
exercise a vast amount of misplaced ingenuity in this 
direction. Would it be believed that the aforesaid Barker 
actually gives directions for the making of trout pie, "hot" 
and " cold"? A trout should not be subjected to indig- 
nity in cookmg ! It is all very well to endeavour to dis- 
guise a bad fish by the aasistauce of the Mageiric Art, but 
why disguise a good one P We do not try to disguise 
salmon, though we eat lobster sauce and encumber with 
him ; and indeed it was a "happy thought" of the man 
who first hit on the latter as an accompaniment of the 
royal fish. Why then disguise good trout ? A good big 
trout is beat simply boiled, or cut into cutlets and simply 
broiled; and he will be all the better for having been 
"crimped" (as Sir Humphrey Davy recommends) like 
salmon and cod. A good small trout is best broiled 
whole, either split open or not, and eaten with a little 
plain butter, pepper, and salt. If he is not worth eating 
then, he is not worth eating at all. 

Here endeth the trout ; and I must leave it to my readers 
to accept the apology already tendered for not liaving 
attempted to deal with him more fully and systematically. 



D,Q,t,7=^-i>, Google 



NOTE VI. 

THB QBATIIHO. 

{Salmo Tkymallus, or ThymalloB Vulgarir.) 

" Effagieut ocutU celeri Umbra nalatu." — ArBONina, 

"And here and {here a Qrayling." — Tsnntbon. 

" Trout and Orailing to ri*6 are to teilUng." 

The Angler's Ballad. — Cottok . 

Hebe is another member of the numerous salmon family, 
aa distinguished by the second back fin, soft, flabby, and 
without rays. The TJiymallux of jElian was probably 
our grayling. This distinctive name of the grayling 
was given him in conseqnence of the smell of "thyme" 
which the fish is said to emit when first taken from the 
water. The association of this odonr with the grayling 
dates very far back. Walton speaks of it, and says 
that some persons think the fish feed on water thyme, 
and 80 smell of it; "and they may think so with as 
good reason," he adds, "as we do that our smelts smell 
hke violets at their being first caught, which I think is a 
truth." He also refers us much further back, viz. to the 
time of St. Ambrose, " the glorious Bishop of Milan, 
who lived when the Church kept fasting days, who calls 
him the * flower-fish ' or ' flower of fishes,' and was so far in 
love with him that he would not let him pass witbont the 
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honour of a long discourse." Bat many persona utterly 
fail to distingniali this thymy fragrance about the fish, 
while some detect the smell of cucumber; but others, 
again, recognize neither one nor the other. There is cer- 
tainly some subtle odorous emanation from the body of a 
fresh-caught Thymallus, but I think it is an efibrt of the 
imagination to connect it with any definite known scent. 
It is a ti^agrancOj and I am not quite sure a very pleasanb 
one, for to my noae a grayling, notwithstanding the 
thyme and cucumber, has a decidedly "fish-like" smell. 
At the same time, however, I do not wish that what may 
perhaps be a want of a nice olfactory discrimination on my 
part should tend to rob the fish of his thymy association 
or his pretty classical name. 

But why called " grayling " ? It is said by some, from 
the gray or grayish " lateral line" along Tiirti ; by others, 
from " the longitudinal dusky blue bars" which mark the 
body ; and by others, again, because of the bluish-gray 
colour of the fish generally. Certainly the grayling is a 
gray fish in a greater degree than any other Qah can be 
said to be gray. There is an idea of grayness predominat- 
ing, taking the fish as a whole; the Latin cinereus, "ash- 
coloured" or "ashy-gray," being perhaps as near as we 
can get in chromatic description. The old name for the 
badger was the " gray," i.e. the gray quadruped par excel- 
lence ; in like manner the grayling may be considered the 
gray fish par excellence. And yet I have a secret doubfc 
whether the colour " gray" has anything to do with the 
name of our fish at all, and question whether we must not 
search for some root, gr or gra, to account for his nomen- 
clature, 

A more ancient name of the grayling was the umber. 
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i.e. umbra (sliadow). Thofl he is the " shadow-fiah," 
and pretty enough n&me also, and said to be girea him, 
according to Hippolito Salirani, an Italian physician of 
the sixteenth centnry, in his De PiscUnts, cum eorwmfiguris, 
" from his swift swimming, or gliding out of sight more 
like a shaAow or a ghost than a fish." The grayling, 
when in wait for flies, does not lie near the snrfaca of 
the water like the tront, but several feet below it ; and 
his habit of dartiDg up at his prey, and descending 
^ain as rapidly and almost perpendicularly, by the aid 
of his enormous dorsal fin, is certainly snggestive of 
a fish which " fieeth as it were a shadow." But it 
wonld almost seem that we are not to be allowed to enjoy 
this explanation of " umber" in peace, for Cotton says he 
is " apt to conclnde " that the grayling has this name from 
the black i. e. shadowy spots on his belly, and the black 
colonr about his head, gills, sad back when he is out 
of season. Cotton, however, is a little out in his facts 
here, for in reality the darker the fish, especially upon the 
back and head, the better condition he is in. 

It is by no means an easy thing to describe the grayling 
as to his form and colouring, so as to bring the fish before 
the mind's eye. This ia how one modem angling author 
limns him : — 

" Its coloQiiDg, when in fine conditioa and jast taken from the 
water, is moBt lore!;. The back ia of a deep purple or claret colour, 
with, Bmall dark, irregalar tpoia on the sides ; Hie bellj ie brilliantly 
white, and the dorsal fin, which is remarkably large— almost dispio- 
poTtionatelf so — is covered with scarlet spots and wavy lines upon a 
gnraod of reddish -bTOWD. The little velvet-looking back fin near the 
tail is also dark brown or purple, and the whole body is shot with 
violet, copper, and blue reflections when seen in different lights." 

■ This is the painting by another bmah :^ 

n,,i,,-i>, Google 
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" A general tint, which may be called a light blue, Bilrery gray, per- 
TadeB Bearlj the whole enr&ce of bie body, eioepting the bellj, which 
is white or nearly so; but the scales often exhibit iridescent huea of 
great heanty. The back and head are of a nmch darker gray, bat its 
oomponentB cannot, perhaps, be described verbally. Some lines of 
brown are intermixed with the gray of the sides, and a few black spota 
are seen near the shoulder. The back fin has a pnrplish tint, stadded 
with lai^ dark spots ; the other fins are not so red as those of the 
tmnt, bnt have more yellow-brown in them shaded off with purple. 
The tail is a kind of slate colour." 

If 70a wish to appreciate tlie delicate tinting and 
"ahot" colouring of a grayling hold him horizontally 
before yon. He is most exqtiisitely painted, though 
the coloaring is all subdued. 

He is an elegantly-formed fish, though I will not go as 
far as Mr. Ronalds and say, " more elegantly formed evep. 
than the trout." One of the authors just above quoted, 
comparing the two fish, says, " The trout has, so to speak, 
a Herculean cast of beauty ; the grayling rather that of 
Apollo — ^light, delicate, and gracefully symmetrical," and 
Mr. Francis says, " If the trout be the gentleman of the 
streams, the grayling is certainly the lady." This is nob 
bad ; but though the trout is generally of a heavier buUd 
than the grayling, he is not less " gracefally symmetrical." 
The grayling has a smaller head and mouth than the 
trout, and tapers more towards the tail ; but as a set-eff 
against these elegances and graces he has broader 
shoulders ; while what may be called his " lozenge-shaped " 
eye gives him an unpleasant or even sinister expression. 

While, however, I fnlly admit that the grayling is a 
graceful and symmetrical fish, I cannot divest myself of 
an idea which always presents itself to my mind whenever 
I contemplate one. It is that, somehow or other, he is a 
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nondescript kind of fish. If I may say bo without irreve- 
reoce, he seems to have been tnrned out of htrnd before it 
was clearly determined what definite form he should ulti- 
mately assume. To my eye he is in shape suggestive of 
the barbel, especially as to his somewhat " Boman nose," 
and also of the dace as to his elongated body and " silreri- 
ness/' while his back fin, which looka as if it were 
" spinous,'^ suggests that he was originally intended to 
be a member of the perch family. 

The very extreme weight of a grayling in oar waters 
may be put at 5 lbs., one scaling this weight having been 
recorded as taken near Shrewsbury some years ago. A 
41b. fish very seldom falls to the angler's lot; and there- 
fore Mr. T. L. Parker's three grayling taken in the Avon 
near Bingwoodj which together weighed 12 lbs., will for 
ever be handed down in piscatorial annals. As a rule, the 
fly-fisher for grayling must be contented with a very occa- 
sional two-pounder, with a few pounders, and an average 
of haU-ponnders, I mean taking together the result of two 
or three seasons on different rivers. It is the smaller fish 
which rise most freely at the fly, the leviathans feeding 
mainly on animal supplies in the depths below or the 
more substantial " waifs and strays " of midwater. 

Doggerel rhymes or the more sober prose memoranda 
of history generally supply us with the authors and date 
of the introduction into this country of various commo- 
dities animate and inanimate. The monks who 

" Made gade kail 
On FiidajB when they &sted," 

have the credit for importing the grayling into our 
waters ; but it may be doubtful whether they are entitled 
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to it, and the statement in support of it to the effect that 
grayling are only found in streams on which monasteries 
once stood is not as a matter of fact correct. Nor again 
■would it have been very easy to have brought such a very 
delicately-conatitutioned fish from the Continent. We 
ahall, therefore, probably be correct in assuming that the 
grayling, like the trout, is indigenous to this country. 

The fact that they are not eo widely distributed in the 
United Kingdom as trout does not really militate against 
this assumption. There is no fish so particular as to the 
kind of water it delights in, or whose well-being and 
increase is so afTected thereby. There are no grayling in 
Ireland or Scotland, except in the Clyde, where they have 
been introduced. They are found, however, in the Orkney 
Isles. Wales, also, is graylingless, except in the " border " 
rivers, unless the few exceptions which from time to time 
have been noted prove the rule. They have their land, 
or perhaps I should say their water marks, and like certain 
birds are not found beyond certain lines of longitude and 
latitude even in the circumscribed area of this " tight little 
island." 

" Est quadam prodire ieaxii, «ed non datur ultra." 
The nightingale never crosses westward the boundaries of 
Devonshire j the grayling will not pass into Somersetshire. 
His most loved waters are those of Hampshire, Wiltshire, 
Herefordshire, Derbyshire, Torkshire, and Cumberland, 
and yet by no means all waters in these counties. Com- 
pared with the ubiquitous trout we find only 

" Mere and (Aere a grajling." 
The best grayling rivers are the Test, the Ichen, the 
(Hampshire) Avon, the Lugg and its tributary the Arrow, 
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the Teme, the Dove, the Derwent, and the Wharfe ; but 
anglers are natarally inclined to uphold those waters in 
which they hare met with the best sport. Without 
ofTonce, howerer, it may he said that though the Teme 
grayling is the best specimen of hia race, the fishing of 
the Lugg bears off the palm. 

The geolo^cal formation of the beds of rivers, which 
of coorse affects the quantity and quality of fiah diet to 
be obtained, and the character of the "run" of the river 
itself, determine to a very great extent the suitability of 
the water for grayling. They do not like continnously 
rapid streams, or rocky, chalky, or sandy bottoms, but 
marl and loam combined with gravel — "happy mixtures" 
— and streams along which sharp stickles are succeeded 
at frequent intervals by long, quiet channels and deep 
pools. 

As an instance of the partiaUty of grayling for one 
water and their dislike of another, 1 may mention a fact 
of a very striking character which cune under my own 
observation. A friend and myself were enjoying a 
week's fly-fishing on the waters of the Pembroke pro- 
perty round Wilton, and in the river which ran north 
of the town (the Wylie, if I remember rightly) we 
took many grayling, while in the river which ran south 
(the Nadder) we took nothing but trout; but in the 
water below the junction of the two rivers outside the 
park in the direction of Salisbury, we took both trout 
and grayling. We noticed the fact, and on inquiry learnt 
that not a single grayling was ever found in the Nadder, 
though they were fairly plentiful immediately after its 
junction with the Wylie. 

The success of attempts to introduce grayling into 
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rivers, where they are not "naturally" foand, is very 
dubious. In some few instances the experiment of accli- 
matization Las answered well ; in the majority it has been 
a failure, though, aa far as our limited knowledge goes, 
the water experimented on satisfied all the sapposed 
requirements of the fish. A large number of stock fish 
were put into the Thames some years ago by Mr. War- 
burton, and the Thames Angling Preservation Society 
has also endeavoured to bring the grayling nearer to 
I^ndon anglers, but it is evident that neither attempt has 
yielded substantial resultSj though " here and there," and 
at long intervals a disconsolate Thymallus is picked np 
" promiscuously " by a Thames angler, and each one is 
more and more likely to be " the last of the Mohicans." 
I have also among my fishing memoranda one to the 
effect that in 1864 nearly 1500 grayling fry were pntinto 
the Lea abont three miles above Hertford. I have often 
made inquiries about these grayling, but have never yet 
been able to " hear of something to their advantage." 
Grayling will " hold on " for some years in water they 
do not like, for instance in a newly-made pond of stagnant 
water, but they will not "increase and multiply " unless 
they are perfectly satisfied with their location and sur- 
roundings. Still there can be little doubt but that grayling 
could be aaccessf ully naturalized in many rivers which do 
not now hold them. 

On the Continent this fish is widely distributed, from 
Lapland, where it is moat abundant, to the " great toe " 
of Italy } but the same capriciousness, if we may so 
call it, as to its choice of water is observable aa in this 
country. 

The " Habits and Customs " of the grayling are in- 



. L.oci^^lc 



THE GRAYLING. 173 

teresting. They spawn in April or the beginning of May, 
depoaiting their roe amongst gravel at the tails of swift 
currents. They are more gregarious than many other 
fiah, much more so than trout. They show a disposition to 
a kind of migration, appearing first in one part and then 
in another part of a river in greater abundance, and they 
have a general tendency to drop gradually donm a river, 
Unlike their relatives of the Salmonida family they seldom 
jump oat of water, and evince no wish to snrmount natural 
or artificial obstructions, for I suppose the very good 
reason that they could not if they would. General obser- 
vation and experience leads to the conclusion that as a 
rule trout and grayling do not thrive well together in the 
same water, the trout getting the worst of the partner- 
ship and decreasing in numbers as well as deteriorating in 
quality. This is very noticeable in some of our best gray- 
ling waters. Some persons say that grayling are a very 
pugnacious fishgand really worry and harass the trout. They 
are bottom feeders to a much greater extent than trout, but 
nnlike the trout will come up through many feet of water 
to take a fly. The tenderness of their mouths is another 
characteristic of grayling. Almost the only bait which a 
grayling will not take of those which a trout will is the 
minnow, though Izaak Walton has a note to the contrary. 
A grayling is a less timid and wary fish than the trout. 

"Pink" is a local name given to fish one year old, 
"shot" or "shut" to fish of two. As "pinks "they 
have neither lateral lines visible nor spots. As "shot" 
they have spots, but the longitudinal lines are but faintly 
discernible. Grayling do not spawn till their third 
year. 

Grayling do not take flies so early in the year as trout 
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do in some rirers, but in March and April they rise more 
freely than perhaps in any other months, and a tyro can 
take them then in large quantities, especially the smaller 
fish. Bat as they are more or less out of season during 
the spring and summer months, July is quite early 
enough to fish for them, when generally speaking tront- 
ing is becoming slack. Till then, good angler, retom to 
the water the fish yon may hap to take ! The proper 
grayling season may be said to be from Angust to Decem- 
ber inclusive, and it is not mifair to take them even in 
January. Thus the fly fisherman can pursue his delicate 
pastime all the year ronnd, a^ the early trout, especially 
in Devonshire, may be fished for as soon as February 
seta in. As the winter comes on, the middle hours of 
the day are the best for grayhng fishing with fly, and 
when the sun is shining between eleven and two yon may 
have capital sport in mid-December. Sir Humphrey, 
who treats most excellently on the grayling and gray- 
ling fishing, is not to be followed when he says that the 
eport may be pursued at all times of the year. 

Put roughly — the flies that kill trout kill grayling, and 
the same rules are to be observed in both branches of 
fly-fishing. The various kinds of duns, and spinners, the 
willow, the sedge or cinuamon fly. May flies, partridge 
and woodcock hackles, and in winter black or pale gnats, 
are alt good j but fishermen should not despise the 
" local " flies, such, for instance, as the Derbyshire " bum- 
ble." Mr. Peunell of course maintains that bis three 
typical trout flies, yellow, green, and brown, are all that 
are required. As a rule your flies should all be made 
on a smaller scale for grayling than for trout, and your 
gut finer. Indeed you cannot fish too finely for grayling. 
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But thoDgh undoubtedly fishing up stream for trout is 
the most artistic and killing method, it is not so in the 
case of grayling. Mr. Francis's directions on this point 
foe worth transcribing; — 

"As, more particularly in deeptsh teaUr, he haa to rise from soma 
depth, jOM should not hnrry the Bj in casting, bnt mitke your cast 
rather drag. For this reason, fishing up stream and drawing down is 
not the belt method of fishing, because jod do not give the fish IJme ; 
and all eiperienced grajling-fishers cavt directly across stream, as close 
as possible to the opposite bank, where the best fish oE course lie, and 
let it drag slowly round down stream, bringing it round by so direct- 
ing the point of the rod eren to their own bank. In bringing the fly 
round slowly liie this it will often become submerged, and the gray- 
ling, rising quietly under water, will take the fly without being seen, 
and reject it speedily. Many rises will thus be lost, and these are 
oil«ii the best fish. To aroid this, the angler should gire a short 
twitch or strike at everything in the least suspicious that may lead 
him to infer that a fish has risen. A dimple or curl in the water 
where no eddy exists, or stoppage of the line in its downward course, 
Ac. &c., should instantly be attended to, and very often the angler will 
he rewarded for his keenness." 

Among other Nota-benes for the grayling fly-fisher are 
■^Strike as quickly as possible ; remembering the ten- 
der mouth of your fish, strike as lightly as possible, 
with a gentle turn of the wrist ; play him as deUcately 
ae possible. Always carry a landing-net, and never 
attempt to "weigh out" a grayling by the line. Let 
your fly frequently fioat down stream, and sometimea 
sink towards the bottom. If a fish rises and you miss 
him or he misses you, cast over him a second and a 
third time, and indeed many times, for a grayling has 
a habit of making many attempts to secure his object. 
Ton may often see a fish take your fly just below the 
surfece of the water without " breaking " the surface ; 
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keep a sharp look out for this, and strike iast&ntaneoaaly. 
The taile of deep pools are the best spots for big grayling, 
bat be coDtent with moderate-sized fish, for the big fish 
are not often taken with the &y. 

Grayling may be taken by dapping, and by most of the 
insects natnral and artificial used for trout at the top, in 
the middle, or at the bottom of the water; but the 
"grasshopper " practice is now the most popular because 
the most efficacious, especially for taking the largest fish. 
It is an artificial biwt, and called the " grasshopper; " I 
suppose, on the lucua a non lucendo principle, becaose it 
is ttot like a grasshopper in the funtest degree. It is 
more like a caterpillar, but not much like that. It is 
simply a " wadge " of varions-colonred wool about 
I in. in length bound round the shank of a hook, and 
made to taper towards the tail. At the tail, i. e. on the 
bend of the hook, yon elaborate a bunch of gentles — as 
many almost as you can get on — till the point of the hook 
is almost covered. Ton use a moderately stout gut 
bottom and small piece of qnill, a qnasi-fioat, to guide 
your eye as to the depth of your bait, and a fairly stiff 
rod. Tonr " Grasshopper " yon work on what is called 
the " sinking and drawing " principle, i. e. yon let it down 
tiU it touches the bottom, and then keep raising it about 
a foot and letting it sink again ; the stream, which must 
not be too mpid, gently carrying yonr bait a little farther 
on each time. The bait thus " hops," and it has just 
struck me that the inventor of it and the style of fishing 
might have originally called it a "hopper," and that 
some one aflerwards added the " grass " in mere ignorance 
or for the sake of euphony (f). Anyhow it is most 
slaughtering tackle in the autumn and winter months. 
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Grayling m&j also be caagbt by ordinary metboda of 
bottom-fisbing, especially with gentles as a bait and 
ground-bait ; bnt tbe " Nottingbam " style is to be pre- 
feired. " Wbipping" with gentles is also a recognized 
method. Bat who wonld endeavour or care to snare 
grayling with " grasshoppers," gentles, worms, or any of 
the whole tribe of grayling baits, when there is a reason- 
able prospect of saccesa with the artificial fly ? 

Here is a quaintly-worded little morsel re grayling by 
Mr. Franks : — 

« The nmber, or grajliog, is an amorous Bih that 1ot«b his life ; bu 
month waters after every wasp, aa hia fins flutter after erery flj j for, 
if it bebutafly,ortheprodace of an insect, out of a generous curiontj, 
he IB readj to entertain it. Smooth nnd swift itreame enamour him, 
but not a torrent ; jet, for this fly-admirer, there is another but — the 
munket or sea-green grnh, generated amongst omider trees, also 
issues from willows, bhIIow, &c. Fiah bim flnelj, for he lores curiositj, 
neat and slender tackle, and lady-like. Yon must touch him gently, 
for he is tender abont the cbapsi a brandling will entice him from the 
bottom, and a gilt-tail will invite bim ashore." 

And now, when we have hooked your grayling, what 
sport doea be give as ? It is strange how anglers differ 
on this point, as I do not fancy tho sportivenesa of gray- 
ling in one river differs much from the sportiveneas of 
those in another. Going back to an ancient and good 
practical authority. Cotton, we find him recording his ex- 
perience to the effect that the grayling " is one of the 
deadest-hearted fish in the world ; and the bigger he is the 
more easily taken ;" but Mr. Senior, a well-known angler 
and author on fishing, says, " He is not by any means the 
chicken-hearted brute described by Cotton." Mr. Pennell, 
on the same side, says, "Whilst yielding to its sister 
species, the trout, in the qualitiea of dash and obstinate 

M 
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coarage, the grayling is yet a sturdy and mettlesome 
fish — a foeman worthy ol oar ateel." Mr. itonalds qaotes 
Bainbridge, and evidently agrees with him : " Most 
writers ia treating of this fish have stated that it straggles 
bat for a very short time, and ia, therefore, productive of 
little diversion, but the contrary is not nnfreqaently the 
case;" and further Mr. Ronalds says, "He is an excellent 
fish for sport." Mr. Francis speaks disparagingly of 
grayling, thus : " Though now and then one will fight 
boldly and well, too often they behave as a troat might 
be imagined to do if he had been drinking success to the 
May fly rather too freely." 

Here, then, is a pretty good mixture of opinion. My 
own feeling and experience is that he is but a "moderate" 
fighter^ not to be compared with the trout or the barbel, 
or (if it is lawful parvis componere magna), for his size, the 
tiny gudgeon. He makes a few strongish dashes which 
remind me of the action of the bream when first hooked, 
but, as a rule, he soon gives up the struggle ; while some- 
times it pleases him to hang almost like a dead weight on 
your line, or rather like an eel, to pull backwards, i. e. 
tail first. 

A good day's grayling fishing is, however, one of the 
most enjoyable day's fishing we can hare. 

No little difference of opinion again exists on the edible 
virtues of Salmo tkymallus. As grayUng do not vary 
to any great extent in their form and colonring in different 
rivers, so there is no very great difference in their flavour. 
They are all " much of a muchness," be that muchnesa 
good, bad, or indifferent. St. Ambrose, it is evident from 
what has been recorded of him, considered a grayling 
prime eating for "miserable sinners;" and Father 
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SaDctna called tte fish a "qaeen of delight." Walton 
reminda aa tb&t Gesner says " that in his country, which 
ia Switzerland, he ia accounted the choicest of all fish ;" 
that in Italy, in the month of May, he was so highly 
rained as to be sold at a much higher rate than any fish ; 
and that the French so prized him as to say that he was 
fed on gold. Cotton says that he is a "winter fish," — 

" Bat," be addi, " such a one u would deceive anj but inch bh 
knoir him very well indeed ; for hie fieeh, even in hia worst eeasoa, is 
80 firm, and will bo easily calrer, tliat in plain truth lie is very good 
meat at all times ; but in his perfect season, which, b; the waj, none 
bnt ao overgrown grajling will ever bei I think him bo good a fish Kit 
to be little inferior to the best tiODt that ever I tasted in mj life." 

Cotton is only partly right in hia i-emarks ; for though 
perhaps a grayling ia never absolutely out of season, yet 
without donht he improves in flavour and in texture of 
Sesh as the autumn paaaea into winter, and deteriorates aa 
the winter passes into spring. The orthodox angler will 
not fish for him till August, and the educated gourmand, 
your gourmet, will not eat him till October. It ia in this 
month and November that the beat of grayling, the Teme 
grayling, ia in hia primeat condition, which he calls atten- 
tion to by the deep purple colour of his back, by the 
black spots on his sides, by the spotless whiteness of 
hia belly fringed with gold, and by his rich purple- 
tinted fins. However plump (and he is always plump), 
and fat, he may seem to the eye, and however well he 
may handle, in the summer months, these are not his 
" season." He is really but little better then than onr 
common " coarse " fish. He comes in with the pheasant. 
And when he does come in, I ahall briefly sum up my 
N 2 
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own private gaatronomic viewa of Mm to the effect tliat 
he is not to be compared with any fairly good treat, thongh 
I willingly acquit him of that " maddineaa" which so dis- 
tastefully attaches more or lesa to most of oar fresh- water 
fish. 

Walton says that "all that write of the Umber declare 
him very medicinable," and quotes Gresner as an authority 
to the effect that the fat of the Qeh, '^ being set, with a 
little honey, a day or two in the sun, in a little glass, is 
very excellent against redness or swarthiness, or anything 
that breeds in the eyes." Here is a hint for ladies. 

I shall never forget "my first grayling," though I 
record his capture to my shame. In the days of " hot 
youth, when Planous was consul," two friends and myself, 
taking advantage of the few days' "Whitsuntide vacation 
at Oxford, determined on a visit to Winchester for fly- 
fishing. We arrived at the old cathedral city on the 
Saturday eveniog, "with hopes high burning" of the 
sport which was in store for ua on the Monday, and 
eventually went to bed and enjoyed blissful visions of 
any numbers of speckled four-pounders attaching them- 
selves to "apple-greens" and other cunningly-devised 
flies from the hand of Mr. Pottle. Of course, as decent 
young Cbarchmen and Christians, it was taken for granted 
on Sunday morning among ua that we would go to 
the cathedral service at eleven. Bat one of the party 
did not go. It had been whispered in his ear by au 
evil spirit, more irresistible than taij which beset and 
were discomfited by " the good St, Anthony," that it 
was a pity to lose Sunday without casting a fly, especially 
as the biggest fish were always taken on that day, accord- 
ing to a very old tradition. He forthwith began to make 
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excuse for not going to tte cathedral, aad te went not. 
Bat, contrariwise, when his friends were safely within the 
old Norman fane, he sallied forth with a cast of flies in 
his bat, and his rod let down between the lining and 
epidermis of his semi-greatcoat, throagh a slit made for 
the occasion. Holding his troaty " Chevallier" in posi- 
tion as a poacher does his nnjointed gan, with his hand 
in the onteide pocket, he sallied forth, with feelings akin 
to those which a tender-hearted young cracksman, not 
yet hardened to hia work, may be supposed to entertain 
when startii^ on hia first "job " with all the paraphernalia 
of his calling carefully secreted about his person. 

He stole timidly away from the hotel, not without a fear 
that the " boota," or chambermaid, or the most respectable 
landlady (if she had not gone to some "place of worship") 
had " spotted htm." Down the main street, and then to 
the left down a bye street (this was a partial relief) ; but 
he felt that everybody he met had a suspicion of him, 
and there were more people looking out of windows with 
upbraiding eyes thEui he thought conld possibly be at 
home on the Sabbath. At last he is in the meadows, and 
erentoally on a tow-path, as it seemed, and he breathes a 
little more freely as he sees several sanntering Sabbath- 
breakers dotted along it. Tet he has half a mind to relin- 
quish his object; bat a voice whispers in his ear that there 
1b no very great harm, now that he coald not get to 
church, in having a cast or two. Welt, it should only be 
one OT two, and then he conld get back in time for the 
sermon ! With difficulty the rod is got out of its hiding- 
place, with haste put together, and he is ready for the first 
throw. The flies, however, get in a tangle, and catch in the 
skirt of hia coat. He will break them off;— cut the whole 
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tiling away ;— it is a judgment I No ; all is right agaia ; 
the " die " as well as the line is cast I 

A rise at once. A fish hooked ! A fish landed I A two- 
pound fish ! What is it ? He had never dreamt of a 
grayling, bat a grayling it is. He knows it, thoagh he 
had never seen one before. It is in his pocket safe 
and sound. But a hundred people, at least, have been 
watching the proceeding. For to this number had a bad 
conscience minified a listless tramp and two small boys. 
He cannot endure it. He is known. His friends will 
hear of it. The very cathedral seems moving across the 
meadows to him — the cathedral under one of the flag- 
stones of which he remembers that the bones of old Isaak 
Walton are lying. He has done an evil deed. He will 
back again and make atonement. Eugene Aram was a 
happy man and quite at his ease compared to him. The 
people will be coming out of cathedral, church, and " places 
of worship." He runs back to the hotel as if for dear life, 
though sadly impeded by the grayling, which vnll get 
between his legs as the deep pocket of his coat sw^gles 
about ; and the hidden rod works in all directions, as if 
it were mischievously determined to impede him. At last 
he is back at the hotel, and he has run the gauntlet of the 
boots, chambermaids, waiters, and the landlady herself. 
The grayling is wrapped up in a changed under garment, 
and stowed away at the bottom of a capacious carpet-bag, 
which is carefully locked. He cannot tell his friends 
what is the matter with him, in answer to their inquiries. 
Not a word as to the httle but most painful episode as it 
turned out. They know nothing of it to this day, and 
unless they come across this little book, they never will. 

Years have passed by, but I shall never foi^^et " my 
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first grayling." I have aUdn htmdreds of good fi^ since, 
and remember more or less the circamstances of each 
capture, bat not one is bo indelibly photographed on my 
mind as this. 

The best writers to be cousalted on the grayling are 
Cotton, Sir Humphrey Davy, Eonalds, and Francis ; and as 
I notice that angling anthora of repute refer constantly to 
Mr. H. Wheatley's Bod and Line, there can be no doobfc 
bat that his book ia worth the attention of those who 
want to know "all abont grayling," thoagh I oonfesa I 
hare never seen it. 
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THE JACK. 
{Eaox Z^ciai.) 

" Go on, m;/ Muse, next let i&i/ numheri tpeak 
That mighty Nimioi of ike atreams, the Pike." 

The Innoceat Epicure (1697). 

"And Pikes, lie tgranti tfthe watery plaint." — Pops. 

" The Pike, or Ivcit, ia a mercenarg; 

Or angler) leem among themselvee to vary; 
Se loves no streamt, hut huge the silent deeps. 
And eats all hours, and yet no hxiute he keeps'' 

THEOFaiLUS FSAKCE. 

Esox Lucius, the British "Pike" or "Jack," ia a 
typical representative of the Esocid<B family, and is the 
only member of it which comes within the scope of these 
Notes. Eaox Indus — a " fish of character," and one too 
the very look and sound of whose classical name is sug- 
gestive of voracity and ferocity. 

If you look out " Pike " in a dictionary or in a " Natural 
History of Fishes,'' you will find some such technical 
description as this : — " Pike (Esox lucivs), so called from 
the shape of his head and jaws ; head depressed, large. 
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oblong, bluDt; jaws, palatine bonea and vomer, fumislied 
with teeth of various sizes ; body elongated, rounded on 
the back ; sides compressed, covered with scales ; dorsal 
fin placed far back over the anal fin ; whole body mottled 
with white, yellow, and green." His general beauty, 
for beauty he has, may be more enthusiastically enlarged 
upon. A baby jack of a few inches is really " pretty." 
1 look on a jack in good season as a handsomely marked 
fish, though of villainous aspect. His formidable teeth and 
wicked eyes are sufficient to inspire any amount of terri- 
ble description in poetic vein. A Dante would need hardly 
a more terrible looking creature for hia pen, or a Dor6 for 
his pencil, i.e. as far as ahead goes, which might be fitted 
to any monster, informe, ingens, with his teeth strong and 
sharp, a very phalanx of bristling " pikes," and, let it be 
noticed, all pointing inwards and downwards thoracically. 
" Vestigia nulla retrorsum " would be a fit inscription 
for the portals of those wide, opening jaws ; or " All 
hopeabandon, ye who enter here." And his eyes I Writers 
on " Natural History for the Young " would tell ns that 
a kind Providence has provided the jack with eyes on the 
top of his head, so that, by looking upwards, be may 
he better able to provide for his living by seeing his 
prey as they swim over him. Quite so; but many 
writers on natural history in this vein would say nothing 
about the efiect of this admirable arrangement of a 
kindly Providence as affecting the jack's prey. I should 
like to know what the roach, bleak, dace, &c., think of it. 
I should imagine that they must long ago have come to 
the conclusion that the "arrangement" is very conducive 
to the destruction of themselves and other innocent 
fishes. To equalize matters, fish which swim high in the 



18G NOTES ON FJSH AND FISHING. 

water ahonld liave eyes in their bellies, Tlie gudgeon, 
boweyer, should not complaiii, for as they seldom quit the 
very bottom of a stream, they must generally escape the 
raids o£ the jack, unless these astute 0sh, when inclined for a 
very toothsome morsel, sometimes swim ou their backs, and 
thus are enabled to pick up the gudgeon from the lowest 
depths. I call them " astute " fish because Mr. Grantley 
Berkeley, an ardent observer of nature, insists on showing 
US that jack have " reason " as well as instinct — a view 
he illustrates in his recent work, Fact against Fiction, by ' 
the account of a jack'which had fed pretty freely on young 
ducklings, and when at last the remnant were wired off 
irom the pond, persistently watched the coop and 
enclosure, his " reason " telling liiin that he might expect 
a wanderer from the fold to make its way into his domain. 
However, he did not " reason " about the wire, it strikes 
me. 

Our Emx ludus has no great antiquity to boast of, as 
far as books and written documents inform us. I will not 
discuss with Messrs. Darwin, Huxley, and Co., whether he 
swam in the rivers of Paradise or in streams which 
existed a trifling number of millions of centuries before 
Adam gave names to all fish, flesh, and fowl, or whether 
he came into being through a " fortuitous concourse of 
atoms," or by a process of " natural selection," or by the 
law of " the survival of the fittest ; " nor with the up- 
holders of " Spontaneous Generation," whether pike were 
originally developed from " pickerel- weed," as eels are 
said to be evolved from stray pieces of horsehair which find 
their way into the water. Certain it is that the ancient 
Greeks, the observant and all-knowing Aristotle included, 
were not acquainted with I/sox lucius such as we know 
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him DOW. The suggestion that the sacred Oxyrhyndtus 
(sharp nose] of the Nile was the true ancestor of our 
pike will hardly washj as .Mian's ozyrhynchas " came up 
from the sea," and his aharp-pointed beak hardly answers 
to the " broad, patulous, anserine mouth-piece " of the 
Ssox of modem anglers. Nor can we identify our Esox 
with Pliny's Esox, which attained the weight of 1000 lbs., 
unless there has been a sad deterioration of race during 
the degenerating ages. Indeed, as a learned ichthyolo- 
gist informs us, the first appearance of our Eaox, in 
either poetry or prose, cannot he pot before the fourth 
century of the Christian era, when the Latin poet Ausonius 
sings of him as, — 

" The wary Lnce, 'midst wrack and rnslies hid. 
The scourge ftnd terror of the acol; brood," 

which is a free translation of 

" LnciuB obBcnrae vhk limoque lacunas 
Obsidet," 

a passage which, by the way, I notice is very incorrectly 
quoted by Dr. Badham, Mr. Pennell, and other writers on 
fish and fishing. He is now a very widely distributed 
fish in British waters, but we have only one species. 

It has been gravely held by some that the word Lwdtm 
— "loce" — ia from the Latin luceo, to "shine," and 
applied to our Esox because of certain phosphorescent pro- 
perties he displays in the dark. But unfortunately for 
this etymology he has no phosphorescent properties ; and 
we can hardly suppose he was called the " shiner " on the 
hicus a non lucendo principle, because he does not shine. 
There can be little or no doubt about Ludus being merely 
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the Greek \vK09 (lukoB), "a wolf." And what better or 
more sig^ntficaiit title could the fish have ? He is, indeed, 
the " wolf -fish." The title is an illustrioas one. There was 
a Eoman emperor, Lucius Veras, the "original" Lucius, 
and long after him a Pope Lucins, whose character laaj 
be surmised from the following lines quoted by Dr. 
Badham: — 

" Lucius est piscis, rex atque tjrannna aquanuu, 
A quo discordat Lucius iat« parDm." 

In Bnglish heraldry no fish was so early borne as the 
pike ; it occurs in the arms of the Lacy, or Lucie, family 
as far back as the reigu of Henry 11. 

But if "Lacins" is an etymological difficulty, "jack " 
and " pike " are still more so. Of course, as Dr. Badham 
says, it is suggested at once that the word " pike " is 
derived from tlie French pique, and that tlie fish is so 
called because his snont is sharp and pointed like a 
" pike : " but really a pike's snout is not pointed like the 
beard of Shakespeare's " piked man," but " broad, patu- 
lous, and anserine." The French names are easier of ex- 
planation; brocket is evidently derived from the spit-like 
shape of the body ; lance, lanceron irom the speed with 
which a jack hurls himself on his prey ; and becquet, as 
suggested by his anserine or duck-like mnzzle. Bichard- 
son, in his dictionary, says that the " pike " is so called 
from the likeness of its nose to a pike or spear, or " be- 
cause it moves itself in the water like a spear thrown ;" as, 
in like manner, he says, "jack" is so called "from 
' jaculum,' because like a javelin in shape or motion." The 
difficulty, I think, may be arranged on tliis wise : — the 
mnzzle of a jack is " broad, patulous, and anserine " when 
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looked down Qpon from above ; but the profile of the bead 
and snout, i. e. when loobedatMieways, is quite sufficiently 
"piked" as to justify bis English title of "pike," or 
"jack," i.e. "javelin-fisb," from "jaculam," a dart-bead. 
And bere let me say that in tbis Note I sball use the 
terms "jack" and "pike" indiscriminately, as the old 
distinction of a fish under & lbs. being called a " jack," and 
a fish over that weight a "pike," seems to have gradu- 
ally been given up. "Jack" is the name now most 
ill use. 

Query. — ^Is it possible that the " serried pikes " in his 
mouth — bis teeth — are the origin of his name? 

It is hardly necessary, either for the purpose of airing 
my own knowledge or adding to that of my readers, to 
say that our fresh-water shark, hke other far more inno- 
cent fish, derives his being from the hatching of ova; but 
it may not be known to all that the spawn is deposited 
from the end of February to the end of March, or even to 
the end of April, according to the state of the weather and 
the water, and also according to the age of the pikesses, 
the youthful fish spawning earlier and the dowagers, or 
"frog" pikes later in the season, when frogs are active in 
perpetuating their race. Old Isaak Walton, onr patron 
saint, somewhat quaintly describes the spawning opera- 
tions. Unfortunately a tendency to seek ditches and 
creeks in the spawning season is the cause of capture by 
poachers to scores of jacks and jackesses, particularly along 
the Thames ; but it may be hoped that before long the 
Thames Conservancy, the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, and the District Angling Associations, aided by 
riparian owners and tenants of adjoining land, may be able 
entirely to put down the nefarious practice, which they 
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hare already done much to limit ; unless that stnaU^ and 
I think very inconsiderate body of persotiB, who would 
clear the Thames of the jack altogether, carry the day. 
Perhaps such a clearance could never be thoroughly 
effected; but an organized and sustained raid on the 
jack in the ditches and creeks during spawning time would 
go far towards it. Let it be noted, by the way, to the 
credit of our lady and gentlemen jack, that they have no 
Mormonite tendencies. Monogamy is the law of their 
communityj though I will not say it is never broken. It 
was this tendency to pair that helped me to captnre a fine 
brace of jack early one February, about twenty years ago, 
in the river at Cranford. I was jack fishing in the lake in 
Earl Fitzhardinge's park (where, throogh the kind inter- 
cession of my old friend, the Kev, Heathfield Weston 
Hickes, the rector of the parish, I have had many a good 
day's fishing), and had left a paternoster for perch baited 
with gudgeon in the sluggish stream just above the small 
bridge. On my return from a walk round, trolhng, I 
found I had to encounter a fine jack which hod attached 
herself to the paternoster, and after no little trouble I 
landed my fish, which scaled over 14 lbs. In the same 
manner, and exactly at the same spot, just a week after- 
wards, I took another— the gentleman fish this time — 
weighing 13 lbs. I have no doubt but that these were 
an engaged, or rather married pair, just at the com- 
mencement of their honeymoon, and that after the cruel 
(I have often thought since it was very cruel) capture of 
his bride, the bridegroom disconsolate hung about the 
spot, and so came also to a miserable end within a few 
days of the decease of his wife. 

Passing on from this piteous case of early dissolution of 
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marriage, and hoping that these jack who were bo lovely 
bat unhappy in their lires, and whose stuffed skins still 
make them look lifelike in glass cases, are happily swim- 
ming Elyaian lakes in another and better world of waters, 
I will make a few jottings as to the growth of jack from 
their babyhood and the size they attain. The authorities 
tell us that a baby jack grows to the length of 8 in. or 
10 in. in his first year ; that he increases by 12 in. to 14in. 
in bis second, and by IS in. to 20 in. in his third, or, to 
put it in another way, that a jack increases in weight at 
the rate of 41bs. per annum daring the earlier portion of 
his life ; but that after twelve years he diminishes each 
year by lib. to 2 lbs., and lessens still more as age ad- 
vances. These calculations are all very well in their way, 
but only approximately true ; for a jack's growth depends 
on a variety of circumstances — such as the extent and 
quality of the water he lives in, the number of his fellows 
that tenant it jointly with him, and the supply of food ; and 
I am also inclined to think partly on the infusion of " fresh 
blood" into a race inhabiting any particular water. To 
the want of fresh blood I am disposed to attribute the fact 
that even in such a magnificent lake as Virginia Water 
the average of jack ran very small. I once put half a 
dozen jack, of about 31bs. each, into a garden pond with 
clay bottom and containing but little food for them, lu 
five years I could see no perceptible increase in these jack. 
As to the size a jack may attain it is difficult to speak. 
There are several historical pike of prodigious dimensions j 
for instance, the well-known giant captured in 1497 a.d. 
iu the vicinity of Manheim, which, like the story of 
Anthony and Cleopatra's fishing, is supposed to be men- 
tioned in every book on angling. To one of the gills of this 
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fieh was found a sQBpended medal with tlie following an- 
noancement in Greek : — " I am the first fish that was put 
into thia pond by the hands of the Governor of the Uni- 
verse, Frederic the Second, on this 5th day of October, 
1232." In the two centaries and a half during which he 
had witnessed and surrired ho many social and political 
changes, he had "laid on" 3501bs-, and he measured 1911. 
If he had decreased in weight during his declining years 
according to the calculations given just above, what must 
he have once weighed in the " bloom of youth and beanty ! " 
Even taking him at his weight ou his demise— 

" A fish like this, one siugle foot to tmat. 
Would take tneWe men of these degenerate iaje ; 
A brace of heroes from the Trojan war 
United scarce might lift it on the car." 

His Bkeleton is, or is said to be, still in the Mauheim 
Museum ; but those who have seen it say that it has evi- 
dently been tampered with. Fortnnately for anglingheroes 
of the present day, no such fish tenant British waters, 
otherwise it would be necessary to bait with a whole sheep, 
a swan, or a living porker, and play your fish on a sort of 
Trotman's anchor by the aid of a chain cable and movable 
crane, as we should the SUurus glanis (one of the Esocidee 
family), if, as was suggested a few years ago, he were 
acclimatized in our lakes and rivers. 

In the Thames jack do not run very large, and it is only 
occasionally that one over 201b8. is taken. The Henley 
and Marlow districts occasionally produce a jack between 
201b3. and SOlbs. In Norfolk grand fish are often taken 
of SOlbs. and more; and in Scotch, and particularly in 
Irish waters, of a still greater weight, fish between 40 lbs. 
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and 50 Iba. occasionally finding record ; while still more 
occasional monsters of over 70 lbs. have been satisfactorily 
Toacbed for. In England, however, a fiab of 20 lbs. to 
25 lbs. mnst be considered a " topper." I doubt whether 
half a dozen of this weight are taken in a year. The 35 lb. 
fish taken in one of the Windsor Park lakes in the autumn 
of 1874 well deserved going the round of the papers as 
the "Monster Pike." Hia stuffed skin, and also a cast 
of him, were exhibited at the Piscatorial Exhibition at the 
Westminster Aquarium in 1877. An angler in English 
waters should always be well contented with a 10 lb. fish. 
Who can describe and do full juatice to the voracity 
and "omnivoracity" of this "solitary, melancholy, and 
bold fish," as Walton c^s him f It makes one almost 
shudder even to read how, " shronded from observation 
in hia solitary retreat, he follows with his eye the shoals 
of fish that wander heedlessly along ; he marks the water- 
rat swimming to his burrow, the ducklings paddling among 
the water-weeds, the dab-chick and the moor-hen swim- 
ming leisurely on the surface ; he selects his victim, and, 
like the tiger springing from the jungle, he rushes forth, 
seldom missing his aim." A long catena of traditions 
has been handed down on this point and on that of hia 
powers of digestion ; — and such traditions lose nothing by 
repetition ! Nor need thoy ; for our simple English jack, 
in his quiet sort of way, may safely bear a relative com- 
parison to the shark for hia voracity, and to an ostrich 
for hia powers of assimilation. What will he not 
take is rather the qaestion than what he will. It is said 
that be declines sticklebacks, thoughitis well known that 
unwary pickerels often get choked by them. Perhaps if 
not choked completely in hia infancy, he gets wiser after 
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vhat Dr. Badham calls an attack of " aticklebackitis," as 
he advaDces to pikehood. He is said also to abjure perch, 
knowing well the dangerous qnality of their dorsal spinous 
fin. I doubt it; for at SlaptonLea, inDeronshire, Ihave 
killed scores of jack with a perch both spinning and live 
baiting, because no other bait than the perch from the 
water canbe gotthere; though I admit lent off the threaten- 
ing fin. Still a Slapton jack can hardly have the credit for 
knowing I did this in the case of a gyrating spinniDg bait, 
which produces the same ocnlar deception as a spectro- 
scope ; thongh perhaps in the case of a live bait he may 
hare seen that the perch was one which had been bereft' 
of hia "un-downward" tendency if swallowed tail first. 
And really, putting myself into the same condition of mind 
as an " astute " jack, who swallows head first, I can see no 
objection to a perch, as hia spinous fin would fold up — or 
" back" in this case — ^like a lady's fan if the perch were 
swallowed head — i.e. handle — first. It is said also that a 
jack will not touch a toad though he dearly loves a frog, 
and that he turns from tench, either loathing their slime 
or from an instinctive knowledge that he can be cured of 
wounds and of other ailments by " touch of tenches/' as 
Camden affirms and onr Izaak Walton endorses, when he 
says that " the tench is the physician of fishes, for the pike 
especiallyj who forbears to devour him, be he never so 
hungry." Let us give the unmentionable one his due. 
No sane man would wish to devour his doctor; and if there 
is a loathsome creature on earth it is the toad, notwith- 
standing the "jewel" in his head. I will give the jack, 
therefore, thongh not without considerable hesitation, 
credit for good feeling and good taste in these two respects, 
but in none other. He would take a pincushion stuck full 
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of piQa, or a young porcupine or full-grown Iiedgebog, if 
only presented to him artistically, and atmosplierio and 
electrical influences were conducive to hunger. He may 
hare his predilections for certain honnes botichee, such as 
young ducklings, plump puppies just opening their eyes, 
tender kittens that are not wanted in this world, and, as a 
pikish historian relates, for a "Polish damsel's foot" — 
why not for an English damsel's, and thus show his better 
taste, and include the ankles also ? But in reality nothing 
oomes amiss to him. He has uo more taste, iil the true 
sense of the word, than he has feeling. " All's fish," at 
least food, " that comes into his net." 

" True glutton-like hia Btomach rnleE liis eyes." 

Certainly when left to his natural devices he is the sort 
of gentleman who would eat the toast on which asparagus 
is placed to drain, the tin foil in which Bochefort cheese 
is enwrapped, the crust of a game pie, or the envelopment 
of an Oxford brawn, I had the curiosity to open the 
14 lb. jack I caught at Oranford as above mentioned, and I 
found in her the semi- di^es (a mo ^ ofa moor-hen, two water- 
rats, a bream of about two pounds, innumerable smaller 
fishes, and a variety of other " foreign substances." Ea 
uno disce omnes. It is on record that the body of a child 
was once found in the belly of a pike. The only wonder 
is how he can mam^ to live at all in certain waters. The 
truth is that the same kindly Providence which has placed 
his eyes on the top of his head has also endowed him with 
the power of long fasting, which doubtless he often exer- 
cises, either from necessity or choice. If he did not, I 
am inclined to think that not a living or dead thiug would 
be found in bis haunts, and that he would devour and 
o 2 



196 NOTES ON FISH AND riSHING. 

aBsimilate the very banks of his aqaeous home. Hia 
ferocity is almost on a par with his voracity, and there 
are many stories, quite worthy of credit, of his attacking 
persons bathing, and animals which hare come to drink 
in the water. He may not " bark," though " Mr. Bri^s," 
of immortal memory, says he does ; but he certainly can 
" bite " with very great eBect. Woe betide the hand he 
gets within his jaws and operates on with his horrible 
canine teeth I Have a care when yon are disengaging 
hooks from his month. He " snaps " at yon as viciously 
as a melancholy-mad dog. How marveUous his powers of 
digestion I He needs no "patent pepsine^' to assist him. 
It is said, and I believe said truly, that the jack has a 
larger supply of gastric juice, and that of a more active 
quality, than any other creature. When five years old, 
an authority tells us, a jack will eat every fortnight his 
own weight in gudgeons or other fish. His powers of 
assimilation must therefore be first class. He can digest 
the tackle he is caught with as well as the bait. He 
can dissolve a cork fioat or the lead of a gorge-book with 
ease. I believe he could dispose of a trimmer or ginger- 
beer bottle or a corkscrew without mach difficulty, and 
digest the hardest books ever written, Butler'a Analogy, to 
wit, or Loclce on the Human Understandrng, or even a deed 
of conveyance drawn up by the longest-winded attorney 
alive. Once,however,Isaw ajack thoroughly puzzled. In 
Wilton Park the head keeper took me to see ajack of abont 
8 lbs. in a stew (in two senses of the word), with another 
of about 3 lbs. partly down his gullet. He told me that 
the fish had been in difficulties two days, but that the 
three-pounder was gradually going down. On the follow- 
ing day it had disappeared, with the exception of about 
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an inch of tlie tail. Bnt^ after all, this is a reflection 
rather on the swallowing capacity of the jack than on hia 
digestive powers. 

Jackj however, have got themselves into greater diffi- 
culties than the foregoing. In Mr. Buckland's Fish 
Museum at Sonth Kensington may he seen the colonred 
cast of two jack, together weighing 19 Ihs., and nearly of 
the same size. The head of one up to the termination of 
the gills is firmly fixed in the throat of the other. They 
were gaSed by a boatman on Lock Tay when struggling 
together locked in each other's jaws, and were sent to Mr. 
Buckland without being separated. Whether this painful 
contretemps was brought about by a charge at one 
another when fighting, or by their both charging at the 
same bait at the same moment, or whether one of them, 
suffering from some ocolar delusion at the time really 
" ope'd his ponderous jaws/' with intent to swallow the 
other, cannot be determined; at all events, whether 
" lovely " or ugly " in their Uvea," " in death they were 
not divided." 

Longevity is certainly a characteristic of jack ; and 
Bacon is probably not far ont when he eays they are the 
longest-lived of all fish, and gives them a lease of 
forty years. They are, too, very tenacions of life. I 
remember catching an ' 8 lb. jack at Brocket Hall one 
morning, and gave him, as I thought, his quietna by a 
sonnd rap on the head, but he was alive in my basket 
when I took him out in the evening. I then gave him a 
succession of raps, and laid him " for dead" on a cold 
slab in the larder. He was alive, however, the next 
morning I 

Our jack was probably the fish which first engaged the 
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attention of EngHsIi anglers ; or at least, as the old worka 
on angling show, they paid special attention to Ms 
capture ; " trolling " with the dead gorge bait on a leaded 
hook, more or leas as we troll now, and live-baiting being 
the methods of fishing in vogue. Dame Juliana Bemers 
thus instructeth : — 

" Take a codlynge tioke, and take a roche or a fresh heer^ng; and a 
wjre with an hole id the ende, and put it in at the month, and out at 
the tajUe, down by the ridge of the freaahe heeryng; and thenoe pat 
the hoke in after, and drawe the hake into the cheke of the freshe 
heeryng ; then pat a plumbe of lead apnn your lyne a jarde longe 
from your hoke, and a flote in mid waye betwene ; and oaste it in a 
pjtte where the pyke usyth, and this ia the best and mooet surest crafta 
of takynge the pyke. Another manera of takynge him there is ; take 
a frosshe [fn^] and put in on your hoke, at the necke, betwene the 
skynne and the body, on the backe half, and put on a flote a yerda 
therefro, and caste it where the pyke haantyth, and ye shall have 
hym. Another manere : take the same bByt«, and pat it in asBafetida, 
and caste it in the water wyth a corde and a corke, and ye shall not 
feyl of hym." 

Thns we see that Walton was not the first to recom- 
mend a frog as a good bait for a jack, thongh his well- 
known directions for putting it tenderly on the hook "as 
though you loved him," will be remembered when Dame 
Juliana Berners is forgotten. 

Angling was a roughish kind of business in the good 
dame's times, and long afterwards, but refined enough 
for the fish " of the period." Trolling made progress, 
and Nobbes, thongh as I have remarked at page 48, not 
deserving the name of the "Father of Trolling," in his 
Complete Troller in 1682, disseminated sounder views in 
this department of jack-fiehing. Since these various 
improvements have been made, and for those who care 
to fish for jack before the weeds are down, a day's 
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trolling IB a fair piscatorial amnsement ; and as they walk 
aloDg the river banks or shore of stagnant water, tiying 
the likely places, they may flatter themselves that ety- 
mologically " trolling " and " strolling " are one and the 
same word, as indeed some etymologists aver, making it 
out to be fishing as yon " stroll ; " albeit there is little 
donbt of the fact that " troll," as applied to fishing, is the 
Biune as the German irollen (Dutch drMen), to " draw/' 
from the Latin roZvere, and first cousin to "roll; "and 
thus yonr dead gorge is the " drawn," " rolling " bait. 

Spinning is certainly the most artistic form of jack- 
fishing, and for this I prefer Mr. Pennell'a tackle, with 
its large tail hook and flying triangle, or triangles, to any 
other. For " snap " fishing I also like his hook arrange- 
ment, but not so well; for with all due deference to such 
an anthority, his theory of the " hanging " triangle ia 
based upon the assumption that the bait swims horizon- 
tally, whereas, more often than not, notwithstanding the 
lead, it is struggling in an upward or downwtmi position. 
Moreover, the bait is very likely to be torn off the hook 
in casting. I must say that, taking nil things into con- 
sideration, I like a single lip hook and a triangle, one 
hook of which is inserted in the belly or beneath the 
dorsal fin of the bwt. The great objection to gorge- 
baiting, with either a live or dead bait, is that it involves 
almost every fish taken, lai^e or small, being killed. 
Moreover, it involves a great loss of time in waiting for 
the fish to pouch, and then, after a delay of from ten to 
twenty minutes, there is the constant disappointment at 
finding the jack has rejected or only been playing with 
the bait, or that no jack took it at all. "Never hurry a 
jack, Tom," was the advice of the old gentleman in Punch 
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to the youthful angler at his side. The picture showed 
the hook of the bait fast in a log of wood at the bottom 
of the river. Of course, a first-rate fisherman generally 
knows when a fish has " struck," and when he has struck 
some subaqueous impediment j and if he is in any doubt 
he can generally, by a slight tentative tightening of the 
line, tell whether a fish has his bait or not; — but not to 
every angler is given that sensitive faculty. As a some- 
what idle fisherman, I rather like live-bait gorge-fishing, 
bat when fish are well " on " the " snap " style is the 
beBt sport, and requires much more piscatorial science. 

As regards the best time of the year and the best 
weather for jack-fishing, I must humbly say that I am 
at variance with most authorities. It is generally said 
that November and December are the best months ; I think 
February, at least the early part of it. If, however, I had the 
power of making " fence " months for jack, I would make 
it illegal to take one between the festivals of St. Valentine 
ajid St. Partiidge. It is generally said that cloudy, cold 
days and rough water are most conducive to good sport. 
I prefer rather bright, warm, and even still days. I quite 
admit I may be wrong, but my experience is my voucher 
for so saying, my best days' sport for many years having 
been had on comparatively warm, bright, and still days. 
A fisherman who essays to use pen, ink, and paper ought 
always to record his own ea-perienee. What eoeryhodtf 
says is not always true as regards sport ; for instance, 
about " a southerly wind and a cloudy sky " proclaiming 
the hunting morn. In the Pytchley and some other 
couiitries a touch of north wind improves the scent. 

One word as to the frame of mind of a jack when he 
takes a spinning or a live bait. Though there has been 
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mach discussion on this point, I have no doubt myself 
it is because lie thinks that the fish is in difficulties 
of some kind or other, and so will be an easier prey. I 
believe a jack with all his cleverness, activity, and greedi- 
ness, has often very hard work to earn an honest livelihood 
by capturing live food, and the older he gets the more 
his difficulties increase. The dace and roach and chub 
are too quick for him. When, therefore, he sees a bait 
"wobbling," as if in difficulties, or spinning round as if 
seized with vertigo, I take it he says to himself, " Here's 
a chance," and forthwith avails himself of it, with a result 
oflen more satisfactory to the angler than himself. 

Though particularly fond of jack-fishing, I do not look 
on Haott Indus as a sporting fish of the first class. Ho 
will not compare with the trout, and is any number of 
deg^es behind a barbel. It is true of almost all fish that 
they do not show an increase of strength or determination 
to resist capture in proportion to their weight and size. 
This is particularly the case with jack, as far as my ex- 
perience goes. A jack of from four to seven pounds will, 
SB a rule, show as much sport as one of ten to fif):eeu ; 
and really when they are above eight pounds or so they 
are very tame when hooked, and allow themselves to be 
dragged almost like a mere log through the water. I 
remember a particular instance of this at Cranford. My 
live bait had been taken, and after giving tlie fish the 
nsual law for pouching I began to haql in. I felt something 
very heavy on my line, but there was no rush or struggle. 
I at once came to the conclusion that the fish had neg- 
lected the bait, and that the hook had got foul of a 
sunken hurdle or large branch of a tree. I hauled away 
very gingerly, and when I had got in about thirty yards 

n,„i,,— i,G'.>o'^le 



202 KOTKS ON FISH AND FISHING. 

of line I knew that tlie " attachment " was close to the 
bank ; and indeed it was in the shape of a grand fish, at 
least 20 lbs. in weight, with another jack of about 3 lbs., 
which had already pouched my bait, in his month. I 
had him within three yards of the bank, and we looked 
steadfastly at each other, his wicked eyes having a sort 
of inquiring look, as much as to ask me what I in- 
tended to do. I answered by taking my lauding-uet, to 
which he responded by quietly dropping the 3 lb, jack, and 
sailing quietly off in the clear, still water of the lake. I 
plead guilty to great indiscretion in the matter, as he had 
the 3 lb. jack merely crosswise in his month. Directly I 
saw the situation I should very quietly hare dropped my 
rod or gradually retired, giving him what line he wanted 
and a good quarter of an hour to gorge. However, I did 
not ; and I only mention the incident as illustrating the 
sluggishness of big jack, of which I have had many in- 
stances, when they have been tairly hooked. For a spor- 
tive fish of his class commend me to one of about 5 lbs. or 
6 lbs. in the Thames — an educated fish, as all Thames fijsh 
are — or in some swift stream. Such an one shows fair 
sport enough, especially if yon are fishing " fine," and not 
in the clothes-prop-and-line way of business. 

Alas ! that there should not be more good jack-fishing , 
to be got in England than is now the case. I say in 
" England," because of the multitude of English anglers, 
more or less of a humble kind, who cannot afford either 
the time or money to get to Scotland or Ireland. Ajb 
angling has become more and more popular, good fishing, 
and especially good jack-fishing, has become more difficult 
to obtain every year. In " open " rivers jack have been 
woefully thinned down, or become very crafty, at least the 



big jack. Very seldom now, except in strictly " private " 
waters, can a good take of jack be had. And many of 
these " private " waters are well-nigh worked out, for be 
it remembered that, according to some law of nature, a 
certain area of water will only hold a certain number of 
jack, and that not a very large number. Ton may-soon 
practically clear of its jack a bit of water, say of from one to 
twelve acres. 

A rare bit of sport piscatorial is a good day's jack- 
fishing in " private " and " preserved " water, where Tom, 
Dick, and Harry cannot " get a day " by merely asking 
for it, — in some qniet park, almost uoder the windows of 
"the big house." I have had a few such days — ^not many 
■ — " to be marked with white chalk." Here ia a brief 
record of one : — 

It boots not to indicate the exact locale, for if mentioned 
the owner of the water in question would have at least a 
hundred letters by the next post, begging a day's fishing. 
It is a greater trouble and more prolific source of inquiries 
and petitions to be the proprietor of a good bit of fishing 
than to be the owner of a Derby favonrite. Suffice it then 
to say that the destination of a friend and myself was a 
fine expanse of water in a gentleman's park " within one 
hundred miles" of London. Byron described it exactly 
when limning Lord Henry's home and estate ; — 

" Before tbe mansion lay a lucid lake, 

Broad as transparent, deep, and freeMj fed 

By a liver, nbicli its ranen'd vaj did take 
In carrents throngh tbe calmer water spread 

Around: the nild-fonl nestled in the brake 
And sedges, brooding in tkeii lic[uid bed; 

The woods sloped downwarda to ite brink, and stood. 

With their green facea fii'd upon the flood." 
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Greeo, of course, in summer, bat brown enongh anct bate 
enough wben we went a-fisbing, Amost jackylake; the 
haunt of monster Esodda, and well stocked, too, with 
giant perch. We are on the spot betimea, having come 
down to the decaying little country town hard by the over- 
night. The day is favourable atmospherically, not a cold 
day, but a moderately mild one, as I have already said 
I prefer for jack-fishing. G-ood sport is anticipated as 
a certainty, and the result justified the hope. A huge 
boat receives us and our im/pedimenta, rods and tackle, 
solids and liquids for the inward man, and cans of 
bait for the jack, fine lively Colne gudgeon and dace 
which we had duly oxygenated on the road down. One 
takes his place in the bow, the other in the stem, the 
keeper with the oara in the centre, and hard by him a 
friend of the anglers, my brother, who iiad come to see flie 
fun ; one of that strange but cheery tribe which, though 
thoroughly imbued with the love of sport, prefers to handle 
the landing-net to the rod, and to riding after a shooting 
party to carrying a gun, regaling itself at intervals, 
durJDg the September day on blackberries, hedge-nuts, 
and short pipes. The boat is moored in deepish water, 
facing an island, and the work commences. Live baiting 
with snap-tackle (Pennell's pattern) to begin withj 
and the first bait no sooner in the water than a jack has 
made too intimate an acquaintance with the pendant 
triangle. Before be is in the landiug-net another is on 
the other rod, and soon both are safely in the boat. My 
enthusiastic brother, who is provided with a steelyard, sus- 
pends the fish, and records on a card, with which he had 
thoughtfully provided himself, their weight, 4J lbs. and 
3 lbs. He has assigned himself the office of the "recording 
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angel " for the day. The fnn at once assames the " fast 
and forioua " style. It is a day when tte jack are " on.'' 
A 8-ponnder, a 4-pounder, and other pounders yield to 
the skill of man and their own appetites in quick succes- 
sion, bnt for the first two hours an 8-poander is the 
biggest fish. At last, attached to " the fatal thread," is 
one, evidently a monster, to be judged so, however, not 
80 much from his dash aa from his heavy, dogged resist- 
ance. He must be humoured, for the tackle is compara- 
tirely fine, and he bores towards the other line, and before 
it could be got out of the way he is hopelessly entangled 
with it, and so becomes, as it were, the captured of both 
rods. The original one, however, of course deals with 
him, the other angler letting go and reeling in hia line as 
circumstances required; and after about an anxious ten 
minutes or " bad quarter of an hour," at least for him, he 
is safe in the boat — a fine, shapely, well-conditioned fish of 
151bs.; n very rex atgue iyrannus aquamm. He is scored 
to my rod after a slight suggestion that honours should 
be divided; and, to the credit of both anglers let it be 
recorded, no attempt was made to perpetuate the old joke 
of a " union jack," which is invariably served up when a 
fish, as is often the case, takes the baits on both lines, and 
the verdict fairly is "half is mine and half is thine." 
Visions at once arise of 20, 25, and 30-pounder3 to follow, 
for such there are in the water, but tbe visions are not 
realized ; indeed, the capture of the big fish seemed to 
have the effect of making the tribe, for some time at least, 
like "grey shirtings and mule twist" are sometimes 
described in mercantile language, "quiet." 

But the jack market is soon buoyant E^;ain, and after 
some " small fry," ranging between 3 lbs. and 5 lbs., had 
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been capturedj a 6 lb. fish takes his last bait, and later on 
a lO-pounder "bit gimp," and exchanged his watery 
home for the flooring of the boat. Etja/m vesper, Sk., and 
the winter's day was drawing to a olose. The shore is 
reached, and the spoil is counted, which showed twenty- 
nine fish, all told, and a 2} lbs. perch. The twenty-nine 
fish weighed exactly Icwt., with fib. over. All under 
3 lbs. were returned to the water, to grow and " fight again 
another day." My brother angler, who, perchance, will see 

this brief record of our day at , will not be hurt at 

my saying that the four biggest fish fell to my rod ; and as 
he has the 15-pounder in a case at his home now, he 
should he satisfied at the ultimate result. Strung od a 
pole, with a piece of cord through their gills, the reserved 
fish were carried by the keeper and a rustic of the district 
through the neighbouring town in a kind of triumphal pro- 
cession, and to our hostelry, where a grand tureen of soup, 
comprising every known vegetable, apparently every kind 
of meat in junks, and crusts of bread and toast — meat, 
drink, and clothing combined — recuperated the anglers 
and the man of the steelyards and weight record. I 
should like to immortalize the name of the inu and its 
landlord for this excellent soup, but in doing so I might 
bo giving to the curious a cine to the name of the water 
where we had our day's fishing. An offering was de- 
spatched to the squire, another to the steward, another to 
the village parson, the squire's brother, another to the 
village doctor ; and the landlord of the inn was not 
forgotten. The balance arrived safely with the anglers 
in London, who, though ardent fishermen, were too wise 
gastronomically to eat of the produce of their rods. They 
were contented with the sport. 
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This record of a day's jack-fishing, does not, of conrse, 
pretend to be anytliing very extraordinary. Many better 
days hare been had and are had occaaiooally, though very 
many worse. Not long ago waa enjoyed a day's fishing in 
"private" waters by a sporting Billingsgate aalesman 
and a friend. They killed eight jack, weighing 78 lbs., 
the largest scaling 11 lbs., aud thus showing an average 
of nearly 10 lbs. each. Since then two gentlemen took 
2cwts. of jack in a well-known bit of water, near 
Luton ; while Mr. Francis has put on record 3 cwts. as 
the result of a day's "jacking" executed by himself and 
a friend. But few and iar between are such days now, or 
anything like them. Fishermen have so increased in 
number of late years, and every inch of water which can 
be got at by hook or by crook is so "hunted to death," 
that were it not for strictly "private " waters, and stem 
proprietors who will only give very special friends a day 
just now and then, jack-fiahing, or at lest jack- catching, 
wonld be in danger of becoming a sport of the past. 

By the way I must note here a curious fact concerning 

the partiality of the fish at , for a certain bait. We 

had bronght with us for our day's fishing just mentioned 
some splendid gudgeon and dace ; but we found by experi- 
ment that the jack preferred the small, ill-conditioned 

roach of the water, which were covered with black scabs, 
probably some parasite. Perhaps these gave the bait 
some piquant flavour j but however this may be, the fact 
of the jack preferring them to our dainty bait is contrary 
to the experience of almost every jack-fisher, who knows 
that a new bait to a stagnant water jack is especially 
provocative of his appetite. 

By wayofafew miscellaneoua jottings on jack-fishing — 
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Fish fine, as jack, are not fools. Use stained gimp ; bat 
strong gut-traces are to be preferred to gimp. A dace is 
tbe beat bait both for spinning and live-baiting, as, judg- 
ing from an observation in Shakespeare's Henry lY., it 
was supposed to be generations ago. Spin slowly. The 
angling-books say also, spin at a oniform pace ; but my 
own experience leads me to recommend short " sweeps " 
or " drags " {notjerlts) from the point of the rod, letting 
your rod go back towards the bait after each " sweep," 
and gathering in your line a couple of yards or so for 
another. I think the style is more suggestive to the jack 
ot&Jigk in difficulties than the continuous drawing of the 
line by the hand with the rod almost stationary. Wben 
in spinning, or snap-like baiting, your fish strikes you, you 
cannot return the compliment too quickly and hardly too 
sharply; and it is more important in jack-fishing than in 
any other branch of the art, that your line should never be 
slack for a moment when you have a fish on. Bemember 
the bony palate of your capture, and the way he has of 
energetically shaking his head, in order to get rid of the 
hooks. A killing way of jack -fishing is the" draggiog" of 
(what maybe called) a paternoster through deep water, with 
one or two baits hooked through the lip about a foot and 
a foot and a half above the lead. This is pre-eminently a 
Thames style, and I believe of comparatively recent 
adoption. Artificial baits do not succeed in many waters, 
though they answer well in some ; a curious fact, to 
account for which it is impossible. " Spoon " baits, in 
" Phantom- Eel " and Hearder's " Plano-convex " baits, 
are among the best I know. Jack may be taken with 
large gaudy flies, eHpecially during hot August and Sep- 
tember days. Almost any kind of salmon fly will answer 
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the purpose, and the body slioald be made " fatter." It 
shoold be worked with a aeries of " jampa" or " bobs," 
over beds of weeds, and allowed to sink a few inches 
below the snrface. 

In lire-baiting, ase a perforated "bung," and stop it 
slightly enough with the peg for the line to mn throogh it 
when ajack drags it into weeds. This prevents his feeling 
a check, which often suggests to him to let go the bait. 

Shall I dare to say a word about " Trimmering " for 
jack ? I did 80 dare not long ago in the pages of a 
dtuly paper, and the editor was inandated with letters 
protesting against his allowing his columns to be used for 
the advocacy of such an nnfishermanlike proceeding. But 
really I did not advocate trimmering. I only spoke of it 
as an amosement and a " bit of fun," which might be had 
resort to under occasional and exceptional circumetanceB ; 
for instance, when the owner of some jack-water wants 
the stock thinned down, or determines to have a morn- 
ing's entertainment in witnessing the result of a series of 
w^-laid trimmers, just as another man may take delight 
in witnessing torpedo experiments. 

I certainly can take no great blame, if any, to myself, 
in having accepted one day last jack season the invitation 
of a friend, who had a grand piece of jack- water as full of 
fish as " a cage is full of birds," and begged of me to 
superintend a trimmoriog raid, which he had determined 
to carry out, whether I had a hand in it or not. A fair 
stock of baits were prepared, roach, dace, gudgeon, and 
small jack, the latter being an excellent lure, for jack est 
jack as " dog eats dog." Yarious were the trimmers 
bronght into requisition, for, as angling (trimmering) 
readers know, there are other kinds of trimmers used 

p 
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besides the orthodox trimmerB — also called " man-of-war" 
trimmers — red one side and white the other. It is, I 
BOppose, from the fact of<their changing sides and colour 
when a fish takes the bait, and thus accommodating them- 
selres to circnmstancesj that they are called " trimmers.'' 
The boat was rowed to the windward shore of the lake, 
as trimmers travel, thongh slowly, in the direction of the 
wind; and then commenced the baiting of the hooks and 
the planting of tho " engines" at intervals all along the 
shore some ten yards or so from the land. There were the 
" tell-tale " trimmers already mentioned ; trimmers in the 
shape of claret-bottle a for floats {not any kind of bottle, 
but claret-bottles, for these will float longitudinally when 
properly " trimmed " with water, and the spare line of the 
trimmer wonnd ronnd their necks will nnreel when a jack 
runs the bait) ; and trimmers with bnllocks' bladders. A 
few " bank-mnners," which are a kind of trimmer, espe- 
cially when a leger lead and cork beyond it are used, 
making the Ashing a crossbetween night-lining and ordi- 
nary gorge live-baiting, were also set. So, too, were a few 
bough trimmers — that is, trimmers in shape of letter T 
without any horizontal finishing lines. These are simple 
but clever contrivances. The letter T is formed by any 
ordinary bit of wood, which is bifurcated. Round the 
bifurcated part the line is wound, and " nicked" in a slit 
in one of the arms. The stem of the Y is tied by a 
separate piece of string to a bongh overhanging the water, 
and when a jack runs the bait, the line slips out of the 
split arm and runs off the bifurcation quickly enough not 
to check the fish. This is a very killing method of trim- 
mering, and seems to have been known to Isaac Walton. 
Beyond this we did not experiment, nor did we care to 
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have reconrae to the roagh-and-ready style known on the 
Norfolk Broada as " liggering," or " trimming," which, 
though yory inartistic, the float being a mere dry bunch 
of weeds or rushes, has slain its tens of thousands of 
fish, and helped to deplete these once happy (and yet it 
is to be hoped, by the aid of modem legislation, to be again 
happy) hunting- grounds of the angler. About fifty to 
sixty trimmers in all were laid and left to the considera- 
tion of the jack, who are certainly more nocturnal in their 
habits than most fish. The morning was anxiously awaited, 
and at last came. There can be no doubt about the ^n 
of searching for and taking np the trimmers, the expec- 
tation, the anticipation, the chasing, hauling in, and 
basketing of the fish. The bank and bough trimmers 
were first visited and found to have done their duty well, 
bat the others required some finding. Some of the blad* 
ders had evidently collapsed ; but on one was certainly a 
good fish, for as tho boat, with the keeper rowing in the 
centre, neared it, the jack evidently felt alarmed and 
dashed away, pulling the bladder under water from time 
to time. Nearly twenty minutes were consumed in the 
chase, and at last the bladder came into contact with a 
floating branch, got pricked, and our hopes of a grand 
fiah were dissipated, like the bladder, into thin air. There 
was a somewhat similar hunt after a claret-bottle, which 
eventuated in the landing of a 12 lb. fish. Some of the 
bottles and orthodox trimmers, however, had disappeared 
altogether, doubtless drawn down into the weedy depths 
by the jack when they had come to the end of their 
tether. About ten could not be found; on about ten 
more there were no fish, the gimp of some having been 
bitten through, or the bait of some rejected after it had 
p 2 
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been taken. On twenty were jack of some kind, great or 
small, and on one a grand perch nearly 4 lb. in weight. 
This may suffice as to the net resnit of the day's — or 
rather night's — trimmering; bnt let it be added that it 
ia not every one, even if he had the best-stocked lake in 
England put at his disposal, can do a bit of trimmering 
successfully. There is a right and a wrong way of going 
about this, as about everything else. Trimmering ia even 
a science, and not every one's work. Moreover, it is not 
every one who knows how to play a jack on a trimmer, aa 
the arm, and, indeed, whole body has to be worked scien- 
tifically when a big fish is hooked. Such a fish ia very 
easily lost by clumsiness and ungentle handling. 

Trimmering was a method of jack-fishing recognized by 
our forefathers and foremotbers, and even a cruel form of 
it was considered " sport." Dame Juliana, immediately 
after the passage above quoted on "live-bait" fishing, 
adds, — 

" And if ye lyst to have a good sporte, thenne tye the oorde to a 
goBe fpt*. aud je shall have a gode haljngne, whether the goae or the 
pjke shall have the better." 

Old Barker, in his Delight, tells us that — 

" The piiocipal sport to take a pike U to take a goose or gander, or 
duck ; take one of the pike lines, tie the line nnder the left wing, and 
over the right wing, about the bodj, aa a man weareth his belt ; tarn 
the goose off into the pond where the pikes are ; there is no doubt of 
aporl, with great pleasure, betwixt tbe goose and the pike ; it is the 
greatest sport and pleasure that a noble gentleman in Shropshire doth 
give his fnends entert^ament with." 

Here is the account of a tussle witnessed many years 
ago between a gander and a pike : — 
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" A farmer in the immediate neighbonrbood of Lochmaben, Dam- 
friesehiTe, kept it gaoder, wbo cot only bad a great trick of wandering 
himielf, but also deliglit«d in piloting forth bis cackling harem to 
wearj tbemselveii in circamnavigating tbeir native lake, or in strafing 
amid forbidden Gelds on the opposite shore. Wiehing to check this 
vagrant habit, he one daj seized the gander as be was abont to spring 
into the pare breast of his native element, and, tying a large fish-hook 
to bis leg, to which was attached part of a dead frog, he snflered him 
to proceed upon his voyage of diacoveiy. As had been anticipated, 
this bait soon caught the eye of a greedy pike, which, swallowing the 
deadly hook, not only arrested the progress of the astonished gander, 
but foi'Ged him to perform half a dozen somersaulta on the face of the 
water ! For some time the stm^le was most amusing, the fish 
pulling and the bird screaming with all its might, the one attempting 
to fly and the other attempting to swim from the Invisible enemy ; the 
gander the one moment losing, and the next regaining his centre of 
gravi^, and casting between whiles many & rueful look at his snow- 
white fleet of geese and goslings, who cackled out their sympathy for 
tbeir afflicted commodore. At length victory declared in favonr of the 
feathered angler, who, bearing away for the nearest shore, landed on 
the smooth green grass one of the finest pikes ever caught in the 
castle loch. This adventure is said to have cured the gander of his 
propensity for wandering." 

Of course no modem trimmerer — I mean no "good" 
angler, who occasionally finds himself associated with a 
trimmering expedition — ^would use or sanction the goose 
or duck trimmer; and I quite admit that all "good" 
anglers should have some qualms of conscience about the 
use of any kind of trimmer. How can they help feeling 
such qnalms when they read the terrible things which 
have been written by modem angler-authors of the trim- 
merers of jack ? Hofland says that " trimmer fishing is 
unworthy of a sportsman/' and that " the skilful artist 
will disdain to hare a trimmer in his possession." Trim- 
mer fishing, says another, is a " very childish afiair." 
Mr, Pennell says it " ought to be the abomination of all , 
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pike fishers;" while in his Book of tlie Jack he most 
sarcastically devotea a chapter to trimmeringj the whole 
of which ia comprised in aboat six lines, ranoing a3 
follows :— 

" Procure & good supply of oH botUea, mefy hooks, and olothea-line, 
■nd the asaiBtanca of tiie most notorious poaoher and hlockhaad in the 
neighbourhood ; and the chances atn that the angler will find himwif 
ezaotlj fitted to bis sport both in tackle and cvmpanionahip, without 
' violating the bond of like to like.' '' 

The word " trimmering " has an evil soundj suggestive 
of wrong-doing piscatorially ; so I will say no more about 
it than ask this simple qnestJon, " What is the real 
difference between fishing with an ordinary trimmer and 
ordinary live-bait fishing for jaclr, where you let the fish 
go off with your bait and pouch it, and thence simply 
drag him ashore or to your net 1" 

As regards the gastronomic merits and demerits of jack 
there is much to be said. Generations ago they were high 
in favour in some conntries, though unpopular in others. 
Br.Badham tells us that in some parts of France to this day 
brockets are deemed but poor man'sfare, while in otherparts, 
ChMons-sur-Sadne for instance/ they are highly esteemed. 
Italians are shy of jack ; Spaniards wont touch them. 
Soring the reign of Edward I.,when^8si&2i/ the fish was 
first introduced into this country, jack was so dear that 
few could afford to eat it, the price, as Tarrell informs 
us, being double that of salmon and ten times higher 
than either turbot or cod. Hence we may presume 
that this not rery " cheap jack " was a favonrite dbh, 
mainly on account of its scarcity and deamess, elements 
which in all ages and conntries seem to have given a 
flavour to articles of food and drink. In Edward III.'s 
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times they were carefully kept and fed in stews. In 
1446 jack was one of the chief dishes in the High Gharch 
festival given by George Neville, Archbishop of York. 
In the reign of Henry VIII. " it fetched as mach again 
as house lamb in February, and a very small pickerel was 
dearer than a fat capon ; " and " pike " figured on all the 
■menus of civic banquets in London and elsewhere for 
many graierations — 

" Lo ! the ricli pite, to entertain yonr guest, 
SmokeE on the board, and decks a royal feast." 

In Germany they were once great favourites, but not so 
now. English taste, generally speaking, has certainly 
changed as regards the merit of jack, few persona now- 
adays caring much for them, and many strongly disliking 
them. Bnt those who do hke them swear by them, and 
rank them above almost all other fresh or salt water 
fish. I know a solicitor, for instance, who stoutly main- 
tains that, according to his taste, a five or six pound jack 
is the very prince of fishes, and he never fails to secure 
one when he can, thus disproving, as an attorney-hater 
might suggest, the dictum of Juvenal, who says, — 

" Pareit cognatis similis fera." 

Undoubtedly jack vary, perhaps more than any fresh- 
water fish, according to the waters from which they are 
taken. Those from the Norfolk Broads are celebrated — 
" Horsea pike, none like " is an old saying — and the 
emelt-fatted pike of the Medway are considered among 
the best produced in this country. I swear — that is as 
fu: as I swear in this matter at all — by those from the 
^niames. 
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Bnt of course the cooking has a great deal to do with 
the edibility of a jack, as also his previous treatment and 
preparation. I hold with the Thames fishermen that, 
when cleaned, it ia well to rub the backbone inside with 
lemon or salt, and dry the fish in the sun and air for 
some hours before cooking. I also hold with Mr. 
Pennell, that jack, for table, should be cleaned aa soon 
as caught, and crimped, like cod, while muscular action 
is still going on. I would strongly advise anglers who 
intend eating of their spoil to crimp their fish, I fol- 
lowed Mr. Pennell's advice years before he gave it, it 
this ia not an Hibemicism. After being thns treated, 
I believe a jack eats best simply boiled with a little 
salt in the water, or baked with ordinary veal stuffing 
inside him. A modem angler of repute recommends 
"roasting with strips of bacon tied round the should 
ders, and basting to k fine brown colour;" while a 
friend of mine insists that the way to cook a jack is to 
" simmer him gently in a saocepan with butter." Mr. 
Pennell gives a receipt for " filleted pike," which is to be 
served with gravy; but as the instructions involve the 
use of no less than ten difiTerent ingredients, I do not 
think he has contributed much to the art of cooking 
jack. All the old and almost all the modem receipts for 
cooking most fresh-water fish are so complicated that 
not one cook oat of twenty could be depended on for 
carrying them out, even if they had the materials at 
hand, and time to use them. Walton's recipe for trans- 
forming a jack by cooking into "a dish of meat too 
good for any but anglers, or very honest men," takes 
up more than two p^es in his first edition, and the old 
methods enjoined in the Boyal kitchens in the 14th and 
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15tli centuries, aa aeen in the Sloane MSS., are equally 
onmbroas. The existence of sach instrqctiona and re- 
cipes is certainly a testimony against most fresb-water 
fisli, whicli must be rery bad material to work upon if 
they require such laborious manipulation to make them 
edible. 

I have recently discovered how the Jews deal with 
jack. They do not stew and serve them, as they 
do many other fresh-water fish, with port wine and 
treacle sauce. They boil them with oil and shredded 
onions in the water, and serve with a sauce composed of 
lemon and beaten eggs. 

It may not particularly interest my readers to know 
that I have a special antipathy to jack gastronomically ; 
bnt anch is the case. It may be accounted for by the 
fact that many years ^o I was asked to try and catch a 
jack of about four pounds, th# sole denizen, at least of 
his family, of a small garden pond at a friend's house in 
Devonshire. He destroyed the goldfish and made himself 
generally unpleasant, bnt repeated attempts to capture 
him had failed. On this occasion, however, two or three 
trails of an Archimedian minnow with which I had taken 
some trout in the morning drew him from his hiding- 
place ; he was soon hard and fast on the fatal triasgle, 
and in a very unceremonious manner, without the compli- 
ment of a landing-net, hauled op on the grass-plot, where 
I received the congratulations of the assembled family. 
With one voice it was determined that he should be 
cooked for dinner j and of course every one was obliged 
to eat a bit and pretend he liked it. But oh I the taste 
of that jack 1 I have never foi^tten it. " The touch of 
a vanished hand and the sound of a voice that is still," 
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are mere trifles in tho way of memory to the reminiscence 
of the flavom- of tliat jack, which clings to me now, though 
nearly twenty years have passed since the day he was 
served. He was supremely " fishy," and tasted of the 
quintessence of the dirty green st^nant water which 
had been bis home, and, to use a grammatical form 
which may be questionable, he smelt as bad as he tested. 
Ever since then the very name of a jack recalls my Devon- 
shire experience, and the fearful struggle to swallow two 
or three monthfuls and play the hypocrite at my friend's 
hospitable board. Every jack I see on a table seems to 
ezale tlie same abominable odour : and if by chance I am 
led to touch a mouthful, I taste at onoe the same abomi- 
nable flavour. In The Haven of Health we are told that 
" the pickerell or pyke is of firm and hard substance, yet 
giveth clean and pure nourishment." To my taste, any- 
thing but " clean and pulre." There is something inde- 
scribably " fishy " in a jack beyond the fishiness of all 
other fish. He defies the art of cookery. To adapt 
slightly the well-known lines anent a rose, I say,— 

" You may cook him, may eerve him with aanca as you will, 
Bat tlie wuno jackj flavour wiU cling to him still." 

But perhaps this is all a matter of the fancy and imagina- 
tion. Perhaps I am wrong, and my legal friend right. 
To him, therefore, and the Jews I commit Esox ludua, to 
do what they will with him. I will have none of him. I 
could eat, and I believe enjoy, a bit of old saddle-flap 
well stewed and served with rich gravy, a water souche 
of blotting-paper, or a thin deal board curried ; but a jack 
I cannot away witli. But Okacun a eon gout. 

Old authors and modem Bay that the roe of jack is 
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sospicious if not datigeroQs eating ; but Linnsena says be 
saw it made into bread at Lyksele, tu Lapland. 

All modem angling books, of course, deal witb the 
jack ; moat of them very fully. But there is not one on 
this brandi of fishing to be compared to Mr. Pennell's 
Book of the Jack. It is an exhaustive treatise on Jackio- 
logy, and as admirably written as it is exhaustive; and 
by every angler or woold-be angler for jack, 

" Noctnm& versanda manu, Tersaudft diam&." 

I confess myself an old convert to Mr. Pennell's views 
generally, and am a thorough believer in hia tackle, with 
the semi-exception I have above taken to his pendent 

triangle in our bait-fishing. 
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{Perea FlvviaHlii.) 



" Nor Ut the Mute, in her award of fame, 
Hlvtlriout P«rcA, unnoticed patt thy claim; 
Prince qf the prickly cohort!" 

AuaoKica (Ti-ant.). 

" The Perch loilh pricking Jint 

" Tie bright-eyed Perch, vnthjint qfJ)/rian dye." — Pops. 

" UTtc greedy Perch, bold-biling fool," 
TrBiiBlatioQ of " CompIimentarj.Ode to iBaac W&lton." 

Hbkb we have a representative of the very few " spinooa- 
fioned" fish [Acanthopterygii) which inhabit our waters. 
He belongs, as his name implies, to the PerctdcB family. 
And a very large and a very terrible family it is, distri- 
bat«d over almost all parts of the world, in salt water as 
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well as fresh. Its most daageroas members are the 
" stinging weever," or "sea dragon;" the "labrax," or 
" sea wolf" (after whose name, in a Latin or Greek gradus, 
is found such a string of epithets denoting his rapacity, 
voracity, and fierceness, that they make one's very blood 
run cold) ; and the " sky-gazer" of the Mediterraueanj 
whose form is as hideous, as his ichthyological title, Ura- 
noscopos hemeroccetus," is sesquipedalian. The general 
description of the PerdiicB family runs thus : — " Oblong 
body, invested with hard, rough scales, aei-rated or spinous 
gill-flaps, and jaws, vomer, and palate well furnished with 
teethj" to which should be added, " branchiostegoua 
rays," which, being interpreted, means that the perch has 
bony, spinous fins, as some of us, perhaps, know — as some 
ack have heretofore known — by painful experiment. I 
hardly know which is the least easy to handle with any 
substantial comfort — a perch, a red-hot coal, or a hvely 
hedgehog. A distinguishiug feature of the perch is his 
second dorsal fin. 

Dr. Badham gives us the origin of the word " Perch ;" 
and on this point happily there are no labyrinthine 
entanglements or etymological and almost endless ver- 
bal wildernesses into which we can be led, as is the 
case of the unde derivatur of the terms "Jack" and 
" Pike." Here all is plain sailing, and the whole course 
is traversed quickly and without a tack. "Perch" {also 
written "pearch") ; French, ^ercAe ; Latin, Spanish, and 
Italian, perca, from the Greek perke, the feminine of the 
adjective p^ftos (ir^pKos), which signifies some darfr colour, 
though it is as difficult to say of what exact shade as it 
is to define the ancient purpureas, usually translated 
"purple," or the "glaucomatic" hue of Minerva's eyes. 

n,,,i -i.LHK^'^le 
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JPerhcB is used to signify the dark shade which olivea and 
g^pes assame when ripening, and a Homeric eagle is 
called jierftjioa, from its dark plumage. Hence oar "perch" 
is so called from the dark sable bands which bar hia back 
and sides. There is, then, no question to be raised as to 
the origin and meaning of the word "perch." But I shall 
take the liberty of saying that I don't like this naming of 
the fish at all. Who were the etymological authorities, 
or godfathers and godmothers, answerable for it I neither 
know nor care, nor whether it was enacted by royal autho- 
rity, or by some infalUble Pope, ex piseatorid cathedra ; 
. but I protest against it as a bit of most feeble piscine 
nomenclature. Of one thing I am sure — namely, that 
when Adam had a grand parade of birds, beasts, and 
fish, " to see what he would call them," as he careiully 
took the beautiful river perch in his hand, he admiringly 
gave it some better name than merely " Dusky-fish." 
The old Anglican name by which it was known was 
a thousand times better thui "perch," It was Bears; 
Dutch, Baart ; German, Barecli ; i. e. " Bars " — the bar or 
barred-Qsh. 

I hope I shall not be thought trifling with what to me 
ia always " a solemn subject," viz. etymology, when I ask 
why certain persona are called " perky " ? This is a "slang " 
term now, but "to perk" was a good old English verb, 
signifying the same as the modem " to perch." Of course 
thoughtless etymologists will say that the term " perky " is 
applied to persons who are "perched" up, or "perch" 
themselves up above their fellows, and so assume a " per- 
chitivity," and a certain nnapproachability. And I 
know that Shakespeare speaks of being " perk'd up," and 
that Charchill, in The BosGiad, inveighs agiunst persona 
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■witt "awkward briskness .... p&rking on a throne," and 
that Pope Bings, — 

" If after all yon think it a disgrace 
That Edward's mias thna jiarkt it in yonr fac«." 

All this maj^ point to "perky" being connected with 
perched in its bad sense. But I shall suggest that " perky" 
as aa adjective illaBtrative of character, or rather of man- 
ner, with a dash of looks in it, takes its origin from onr 
Perch and his characteristics 1 " Perky," as I take it, is 
an epithet almost exclnsirely applicable to the female ser, 
when it has not transgressed a certain limit of years, and 
that it indicates a somewhat unapproachable and " spinoos " 
little party, difiicnlt and even disagreeable to handle, if 
handled nnjndgmatically. Sach a little party is generally 
associated with a certain compactness of beauty and form, 
and thus is, like our perch, — " Perky." 

One more etymological memorandum. The author of 
The Haven of Health says that the " perch" is so called 
"by a figure of antiphrasis — quia nulHpigdum parcel" — 
" because he does not spare any kind of fish." This is 
lueu8 a non htcendo with a vengeance, Onr friend Pat 
does his best to back up this bit of etymology by calling 
the fish a parch." 

Leaving etymology, let us proceed to admire our Perca 
fiuviatilis. He is handsome, and beautiful too ; though 
I admit bis cast of facial expression is bad and vicions, 
reminding me somewhat of the wicked look which I always 
see in a barbel. The downward cut of his lips has perhaps 
something to do with his bad expression, the lower one 
seeming to "hang" like that of an idle rough who list- 
lessly lets a heavy pipe depress one comer of his month. 
Still he (the perch I mean^ not tlie rongh) is both hand- 
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some and beautiful. His symmetry is perfection, and in 
this respect I hardly know a fish I admire more. He is 
reapleudeot with colour, both in harmony and contrast. 
The dark tranayerse bars zebra-wise striping his pale- 
shaded g^een body, his beantifully-arranged scales, the 
bright vermilion of his anal and caudal fins, the golden 
irides of his eyes, and his white belly make a picture which 
perfectly Ells the ichthyologically admiring eye. When 
looked down upon in clear still water he looks transparent, 
the dark bars causing the illusion. And this reminds me 
of many happy summer days on Slapton Lea, when I have 
watched from over the boat's side the shoals of perch be- 
neath me as countless a.s in Windermere, and admired 
their transparent beauty till I thought it almost a sin to 
attempt to ensnare them. It is a pity that the older a 
perch gets the more he loses both his beauty of shape 
and colour ; but this is more or less the way of all fiesh 
and fish. 

Dr. Badham mentions several ichthyological peculiari- 
ties of the perch ; there are one or two specially worthy 
of record. All perch, he notes, open the month wide 
when taken out of the water, and die with open gills; 
and hence one of the family, conspicuous for the first- 
named peculiarity, was called by the Greeks " Ghanne," 
or the " Gaper." And in connexion with this gaping 
propensity it is noticed that the perch gapes most when 
most hungry, and actually " brings his stomach up into 
his mouth, as an angry camel is said to do." Galen has 
ingeniously explained this strange stomachic Orexis (if 
I may thus describe it), saying that "as famished per- 
sons stretch forth their hands to snatch at victuals, so 
the stomach of this fish protrudes the gullet for the same 
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purpose ;" and he adds, "generally it will be seen that 
whenever the conditions of hunger, a small swallow, and 
large lax fances are combined, the craving stomach 
will be found making these instinctive, hand-like efforts 
after food." Anglers may have noticed how easily the 
stomach of a perch is drawn into his month when 
attempting to get the book out. I had often noticed 
it, but did not know the reason why till I found it in 
Badham's Fish Tattle. It would seem, then, that this 
exhibition of the stomach is not in consecjaence of the fish 
having clean gorged the bait, but becanse the stomach 
has come at least " half-way " to meet the bait (?). The 
Ohanne, too, has the distinction of being ahermaphrodite, 
containing both sexes in its own person, the roe being 
half soft and half hard, and thus is self-concipient. Hence 
Ovid saya,^ 

" Ex ee 
Concipiens CbaDoe gemlno fraudata pareDte." 
I believe oar own perch, if not every species of perch, 
is thus bisexual ; but though these fish are thns denied 
the connubial bliss enjoyed by monogamous pikes and 
pikesses, they may he said to be fairly reproductive of 
their kind, a single half-pound fish having been found to 
contain as many as 280,000 eggs. They deposit their 
spawn in strings like festoons of pearls, several eggs 
being contMued in one membrane, on weeds and stones, 
towards the end of April or beginning of May. The 
v^aries of the Perindm are almost endless ; but none 
lieat that of the eccentric member of the bmily which in 
India and other Eastern conntries comes out of his native 
element and climbs trees and ferches among the branches. 
(Ho, my young and rash etymologist, this is not " the 
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reason wliy " the fish in called a perch, though Dryden 
singe of " hosts of birds . . . perched in the boughs ; " 
so pray do not try to raise a fresh etymological qaeBtion). 
The scientific name of this " queer" fish is Anahae scandens 
(see page 7), bat I like to call him by a name of my own 
fabrication, Perca silvettris. Sir Emerson Tennent tells na 
all about him in his book on Ceylon. I confess I shonld 
like to make his acquaintancoj as I should also like to 
meet an eel on one of his cross-country jonmeys by night, 
which " observant naturalists " say he mak^, thoagh I 
bare never yet encountered the " observant naturalist " 
who has thus encoontered a migrating eel. Bat of all 
"capers" 1 know none equal this of the perch which 
scales trees, and I should think geales himself sometimes 
in the operation. Sir Emerson Tennent tells us of 
"whistling oysters," and Badham of many musical fish. 
Perhaps our Perca sUvestrts will gradually develope further 
accomplishments, in accordance with the Darwinian 
programme of progressive creatioUj and take to " singing 
among the branches." 

Of the wondrous tenacity of life in perch I have already 
made a jotting at page 20. 

It is a remarkable fact — or what seems to be a fact — 
that nine out of every ten perch an angler takes are 
females, judging at least from the roe. Perhaps the 
bisexual nature of the perch above alluded to may acconnt 
for this phenomenon ; but I confess I speak with hesi- 
tation. I once saw a turbot in a fishmonger's shop in 
London Wall with both back and belly of the same coloar 
— dark. The proprietor told me it was a " cock " fish, 
and that " cock " turbot (like " cock " perch) were very 
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Of all British fieliea perhaps the perch is the moat 
widely diatribntedj hardly a river or bit of still water 
being withont his presence. 

To refer agun for a moment to the allegation that jack 
do not take perch. In my last Note, I bore personal 
testimony to the fact that a perch with his back fin cnt 
off is almost the only bait nsed in Slapton Lea, and that 
the jack there take it greedily, and they must depend 
on perch more or less for their living. Moreover, I 
argned that if jack were as aatate as they are said to be, 
they ODght to know that ihe spines of the perch wonld 
not hurt them, as they would fold backwards when the 
fish was swallowed head foremost. Still I admit that a 
perch, generally speaking, either with or without his 
spinous back fin, is not a taking bait for a jack. Perhaps 
he does not like the thick skin and very closely set scales 
ofperca. Even the crocodile of the Nile, as Pr. Badham 
informs ns, is said to eschew the Nile perch ; and cer- 
tainly the prickly lophoderm of the perch is, to the eye 
at least, suggestive of caution. The old Saxons repre- 
sented one of their gods standing with 'naked feet on 
the back of a perch, "as an emblem of patience in 
adversity and constancy in trial." The whole question 
of a difficult mouthful to swallow depends on how to 
accommodate it for deglutition. A donkey swallows 
a thistle (or at least he should do so) artistically, i. e. 
spikes upwards, the thistle folding up innocuously as he 
swallows it. A man can swallow a fork if he begins 
■with the handle first. Why, then, should a jack make 
snch a fuss about pouching a perch ? 

In answer to the question, to what size will an English 
perch attain, I answer four pounds. Occasionally they 
<* 2 
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will "top" this — but seldom. I once "asaiated" in 
the capture of one which scaled 4ilba. Handed it for 
a brother angler ; and if an angler, who is generally the 
tncamatiou of all amiable graces and virtues, can feel envy, 
I felt it then, though, aa I had enjoyed the best of the 
jack-fishing that day, I had the hypocriay to say that I 
was glad he had caught it, and not myself. I felt, how- 
ever, I should be pardoned the "pious frand." The 
aforesaid 4i-pounder, like many other good fish, fell into 
the hands of Cooper, of Kadnor Street, St. Luke's, for 
perserration, not like Australian meat, but in a glass ease 
where he still lives; but an ugly monster (here crops up 
my envy again), as all large perch are, being all belly ; 
and, like all large perch, as I intimated before, bereft of a 
great deal of his chromatic beauty. This fish is, I believe, 
still at the offices of Mr. T. S. Haviside, 69, Comhill. 

It was taken in the water at , where I enjoyed the very 

fair day's jack -fishing recorded in the last Note. At the 
hotel at Slapton Lea, a perch caught in the water there is 
figured (or at least was some years ^i^) on the wall of 
the bar-parlour in chalk, his weight, as far as I remember 
being indicated aa 6 lbs. — a veritable percidal monster, 
and a notable capture from the Lea, where the fish, owing 
probably to their countless hosts, run small. Tarrell 
records a perch taken from the Serpentine which weighed 
9 lbs., and Pennant another of 8 lbs. But these weights are 
far distanced by those of the perch of Scandinavia and other 
northern climes, as also by those of the Danube. Few 
English perch attain 2 lbs. — very few 3 lbs. — still fewer 
4 lbs. I doubt whether half-a-dozen perch are taken in the 
United Kingdom in the year which scale the latter weight. 
In the Thames a 2 lb. fish is a good fish, a 31b. fish a better. 
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a 4 lb, fist of course a better still ; and though I will not 
say there is not a 4 lb. perch in the Thames, 1 would give 
an angler a whole season's perch-fishingj and make a 
handsome wager he does nob catch one of that weight. 
One of this weight, however, was taken at Chertsey 
bridge by a gentleman, spinning, in April, 1876 j and of 
course returned to the river. To sum np I say," Youthful, 
middle-aged, or grey-haired angler, if yon catch a 2 lb. 
perch, be contented ; if a 3 lb., be happy ; if a 4 lb., be 
superlatively rejoiceful, and invite all your piscatorial 
friends to an oyster supper {3s. Qd. per dozen), with still 
Moselle or best Gbablisj if one over 4 lbs., you have ac- 
complished the object of your life, and fulfilled yonr mis- 
sion j yon have nothing else worth living for; send me 
yonr stock-in-trade of tackle and all year orders to fish 
the best waters in the kingdom, — and die (as soon as 
possible) happy." 

I have an idea that readers of books on angling like to 
hear something abont the writer's person^ experiences 
with the fish he is treating of, and to find in his pages a 
few records of his " takes." Here, then, is a brief one 
of "A day with the Thames Perch," two years ago, m the 
month of February. 

Up by candle-%ht — a most disagreeable operation — 
and off breakfastless from Faddington by the seven a.m. 
train, which crawls down to Taplow at a slower pace than 
that in which relays of fair trotters could do the journey. 
In due, or rather undue time, I am at Maidenhead Bridge, 
and at Ned Andrews' cottage, where some rashers of an 
excellent gammon of bacon frizzling in the pan, and some 
hot tea, l^id to the enjoyment of a most appetizing break- 
fast before we commence operations, Mrs. Andrews pro- 
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testing, in the langoage of the natives, gainst heginning 
work on a "leer," i. e, empty stomach. We are soon in 
the pnnt, and, as soon as the strong stream permits as, at 
Boulter's Lock, and aboat a quarter of a mile above it wo 
make our first pitch. The snn is shining brightly, the air 
" keen and eager," the water fairly clear, bat with a slight 
milky hue about it which fishermen do not quite like. 
Taking all things together, however, it was a likely day 
for jack and perch to feed ; and so it turned out as regards 
the latter, though they had not been feeding much for 
some days before. I soon had a snap bait out for jack 
and a paternoster with minnows for perch, and these I 
tended, seated on a Windsor chair, after the Thames 
fashion, in the stem of the pant. Ned set to work with a 
Kottingham rod and tackle, the bait being the tail of a 
lob worm on a smallish hook, and kept close to the bottom. 
A few chopped lobs were thrown in, to snggest a morning 
meal to our spinous friends, and it was soon evident that 
a diet of wormu, and not minnows, was to be the order of 
the day. Three or four were soon on board, bnt not 
one touched the minnows. After losing a jack which 
paid a visit to my lively roach, and the perch seeming 
to go ofij we determined to change the venue, and so 
my fisherman punted up to Formosa, while I stamped 
my feet along the tow-path to restore the somewhat 
sluggish circulation of my extremities, and admired the 
ClioTeden Woods, which, with their multitude of yew- 
trees and other evergreens, I thought looked as charming 
as they do in their summer and autumn foliage. We 
pitched again a little way up one of the backwaters near 
Formosa, in about six feet of water, and I was soon at work, 
using ordinary bottom fishing-tackle, a gentle back eddy 
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working tbe float round from time to time into a slight 
bay. Here tlie perch showed the same gastronomical 
taste as below, for they confined their attentions to the 
wonDj and would not look at tbe minnow on tbe pater- 
noster which I bad tbrown ont at tbe side. Tbe fish bit 
very " gingerly," and by no means every swim, belying 
tbe character given them in the angUng-books of being 
" greedy biters." Bat tbe biting was fairly contimions for 
two hoors, daring which I took about a score perch and 
about ten roacb. 

And a handsome disb of perch they were, as ever need 
gladden an angler's eye. Among them were two which drew 
on the steelyards 2 J Iba. each, several pounders and three- 
quarter pounderSj and hardly a small fisb at all, I took a 
few more fish on our return homewards at our morning 
swiiD, and when we came to ascertain the sum total of our 
fish it was found to stand thus : — Tbirty-one perch, six- 
teen roacb, and two jack ; total weight, 36 lbs., of which 
the tbirty-one percb weighed 20 lbs. I do not say that 
this was a supremely wonderful day, even for the Thames, 
where the perch are very capricious and shy, but it was a 
day sucb as a Thames angler seldom has among the percb. 
A 2 lbs. fisb ia a rara avis in the Thames, and to take two 
over this weight on tbe same day was enough to make me 
very happy. I often think that tbe older a man gets tbe 
more delighted be is at taking good fish. I have already 
intimated, in reference to the day's fishing, that tbe 
perch would not touch the minnows ; and in the evening 
we met two gentlemen who bad been toiling all day 
with this bait in Lord Boston's water, higher up the 
river, and had not taken a single fish ! But my day's 
sport pales before one related to me shortly afterwards, 
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and Baid to have been had just above Teddington Lock. 
My informant said he knew the man who had it, and that 
hia friend in a few hours took a total weight of 32 lbs. 
of perch, and further, that among the fieh were " several 
of 2 J lbs. each, and three of SJ lbs. each." I was feirly 
astoonded at the record, and though the particulars of this 
capture were again given by my informant, and after he 
had again verified them^ I cannot help thinking there 
mnst be some mistake somewhere. 

For large perch in good nnmbers, the Kennet, from 
Hnngorford to Beading, ia the beat water in Elnglurnd. 
Several angling anthors have put on record their sport in 
it. One day Mr. Pennell and a friend took near Kint- 
bury " several dozen perch, averaging more than a full 
pound weight each, and the largest fish considerably ex- 
ceeded 2 lbs." The best day's perch-fiahing Mr. Francis 
ever had was in the Kennet. He saya, " I fished with a 
friend, and we took home thirty-seven perch, which 
weighed 60 lbs. ; many of them weighed 2 lbs., and some 
were over that weight." He also relates that hia friend 
had three large perch on hia paternoater at the same time, 
of which he bagged two, weighing 2 lbs. and 2i lbs re- 
spectively, while the third fish, which waa the largest of 
the three, got away. There are many and Ifirge perch in 
Virginia Water, and among my memoranda I find that 
Mr, J. H. Keenoi on Kovember 8, 1876, caught fifteen 
there, which weighed 21 lbs., and a few days before that 
eight which averaged 1| lb. each. In February last I 
canght several in that water over 2 Iba., using a light 
leger line, and baiting with lob worms and brandlings. I 
have an impression that the largest perch in this country 
would be found in the lake at Blenheim. 
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I must leave my readers to refer to standard books on 
angling for definite inatructions as to how to fiah for perch, 
&c., for, oDce more to repeat it, these Notes do not profess 
to give such instraction to anglers. Aa a rule, small perch 
in stagnant water can be taken by almost any tyro in the 
piscatorial art, and with the roughest of tackle. The old 
books on angling tell us that the perch is a "bold biter," 
and 30 small perch are in many waters. He is in one sense 
more voracious than tho jack, and, as far as I know, he 
has almost aa good a digestion. La fact, he is well-nigh 
omnivorous. He will take any kind of worm, from the 
tail of well-scoured lob, delicate as the best prepared tripe 
or cods' sounds, to a bunch of stinking brandlings, the 
effects of the handling of which the best antigropeloua 
soap and scrubbing-brush can hardly efface in a week; 
but let me add that the most killing worm I know of for 
Thames perch is a small red one found in abundance in 
the wet soil by the river-side, for the knowledge of which 
fact I ^n indebted to my old college friend, the Rev, R. 
Howard Kice, Vicar of Sutton Courtney, near Abingdon. 
He will take a salmi of gentles, a nubble of paste, an arti- 
ficial spinning bait of almost any pattern, yea, even a 
gaudy fly in some waters. As for ordinary spinning and 
live bails — gudgeon, roach, dace, chub — he has little 
choice generally speaking, though perhaps a gudgeon is 
his favourite. And what specimens of live baits will he 
seize ! When yon are fishing for large jack, a perch, of 
31bs. say, willtakeabaitinteudedforajack of 12 lbs. He 
is like the little boy of nursery tradition, whose eyes were 
bigger than his stomach ; or, perhaps, I should say the 
perch seems to cater for his larder, calculating by the size 
of his month rather than by the size of his gullet or his 
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iDtemal capacity for stowage. When " well on," lie Beldom 
joins a " Committee of Taste " such as that which Mr. 
Bolfe, fish artist and angler, has so pleasantly delineated 
in his well-known picture. Still, like other fish, he has 
his " times and seasons," and is by no means ^ways 
" well on." He is affected, thoagh perhaps not to the same 
degree as many other inhabitants of onr waters, by 
wind and weather and by other circnmstances. In some 
rivers, the Thames and Kennet, for instance, and in 
some still waters, as in Virginia Water, be has become 
a highly educated fish. He is discriminating, and musb 
be fished for with fine tackle, and selected and well- 
adjosted baits. He is seldom in a very great hurry to 
appropriate what is ofiered bim, and hence one rule for 
the angler for " educated " percb is to " give them time." 
The angler also will do well to recollect that the percb has 
a rather tender mouth, and therefore should not be struct 
at too sharply or played too roughly. 

As to the tackle to be used, and the most approved 
methods in angling for perch, little need be said. The 
perch is taken with almost any bait, and when bottom 
fishing for almost all kinds of other fish. He is taken 
when roacb fishing j on the leger when barbelling; on 
Nottingham tackle, with the tail end of a lob, in a long, 
deep swim ; on spinning tackle and live-bait tackle when 
fishing for jack. The paternoster, however, is the " most 
approved " method for perching (paternoster, so called, I 
suppose, from the shot or other expedients on the line to 
which the hooks are fastened, and which faintly resemble 
the beads Bomanists use to caJcnlate their prayers by). 
Personally I think patemostering is a tame kind of fishing, 
though in one sense it suits me as a confessedly idle 
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angler. For reel sport, however, and the exercise of an 
angler's art in perch fishing, I prefer "roving" with Not- 
tingham tackle, or rather an adaptation of it — a kind of 
live baiting, in fact — with a single gndgeon or minnow, 
hooked through the lip or back, and, regulated as to 
depth by a fioat, allowed to work its way down Btrcam by 
a bank or line of willows. 

I have foand Janoary and Febmary the best months for 
perch fishing. Strangely enough, Isaak Walton says the 
perch " is very abstemions in winter." 

I hardly call the perch a good sporting fish j and, like 
jack, the larger they get the leas sport in proportion do 
they show. Walton, however, says he is "valiant to 
defend himself" 

Of the culinary merits of Perca fivviatilis. I have not 
many words of commendation for our fresh-water fish 
generally ; but a perch, i. e. a good river perch, has de- 
cided claims on our palatal consideration. Ansonius thus 
introduces him : — 

" Nee te, delida* mentarum, Percd silebo " — 

and the lines which follow have been thus translated, — 

" Prince of the prickly cohort, bred in lakes 
To &Bgt ODi boards, what sapid, boneless flakes 
Tbj solid llesh supplies ! Tbo' river-fed, 
No d&intier dish in ocean's paatnres bred 
Snimi tb J compeer ; scarce mullet maf compete 
With thee for fibre firm and flavoor sweet." 

The perch was held in high esteem among the ancients. 
One enthusiast speaks of its " flower-like " odour. Galen 
prescribea it for invalids generally; and one famous 
doctor, though he taboos all other fish, fiesb, and fowl 
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to certain patients, permita tliem percli. In The Haven 
of Healih, we are told that " the perch is likewise of 
hard and fast sabstancej and therefore is of more pure 
nonrishment ;" and Walton, commending him, cites the 
proverb, "More wholesome than a perch of Rhine." 
How perch were cooked in ancient days we have no 
record. The methods of cooking onr own perch are 
many j and here it may be observed, as of all other of 
onr fresh-water fish, that perch vary according to the 
water from which they are taken. The clearer and 
sharper the river the better the perch, as a rnle. A 
Hampshire Avon perch is very good, and so is a Kennet 
perch ; hnt a Thames perch is the best of all perch. A 
stagnant pond perch is generally of the pond, "pondy;" 
but there are exceptions, and I would strongly advise all 
fish-eaters never to refuse a Virginia Water perch, which 
is little, if at all, inferior to his brethren of the Thames. Dr. 
Badham tells us that the common perch on the Continent 
is generally stewed in vinegar, fresh grape, orange juice, or 
some other sour sauce; but on the Lago Maggiore they 
are spitted in their scales, and basted while roasting with 
some acid sauce, while in Holland butter is added. There 
is an " infinite variety " of dressing and serving them 
amoBg ourselves. Some simply boil ; some broil ; some 
fillet and fry with egg and bread cmmbs; some swear 
that the perch must be cooked in his skin and scales, 
whatever process he is subjected to, and deal with him as 
gipsies do with a hedgehog, though mirms the clay crust. 
Manipulated in the form of a " spread-eagle " with the 
scales intact on a grid, with a snggestion of butter and 
cayenne, served piping hot, and eaten with lemon, he is 
"very good," as also baked whole in his jacket; but the 



. L.oci^^lc 



THE PERCH. 237 

beet perch I have ever had served to me were skinned 
and broiled very delicately in buttered paper. For this 
excellent cookery I waa indebted to an old lady in whoae 
cotta^ I was lodging near Maidenhead Bridge, when on 
a fiBhing "ontingj" bat it is not every hand that can 
thus deal with a perch. Medium-sized perch are the beat 
eating ; and at home I invariably have them broiled in the 
jackets — i.e. with the scales on — and the body not laid 
open. And here I will halt, merely adding that I con- 
sider a Thames perch a moit edible fish, especially if 
cooked by a Thames fisherman's wife. I always leave 
it to her to decide on the special raethod of cooking it, 
as long aa she has dried the fish before cooking it, 
and rubbed a little lemon or salt along the back-bone 
to eliminate the qiuddy flavour that will attach to most 
fresh-water fish unless overcome by some artificial means. 
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THE CABF. 
(Cyprixut Carpio.) 



" TSe mil-grown Carp, fall laden with ier tpaam." 

FbaKCIS QviRLEB. 

" Tie yellow Carp, in lealet hedropp'd aith gold," — Popb. 

" Or on tie Carp, whoie wary eye 
Admili no vulgar tackle nigh, 
Eiaay yowr art's rupreme addreti, 
And heat the fox in eheerjlneae." 

TranaUtioD of " Latia Ods to Walton." 

Hebe we have a member of anotlier family of the MaJa- 
co^terygii Order ("soft-finned" fish), — the CypritvidcB, 
or CarpSj whose chief characteriatic is their toothless 
jaws, though they have powerful teeth in their throats. 
To this family ^ao belong many of our fresh-water fish, 
such as the barbel, the tench, the bream, &c., all of which 
have the family name Gyprijiue prefixed ichthyologically 
to their second or more distinctive appellation. 

Bat our common carp — Cyprinue carpio — seema to 
have been known to the ancients by the first title alone, 
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Cyprinus in Latin and KvTrpivo<t in Greek being, of coarse, 
one and the same word. There are three distinct reasons, 
I gather from Dr. Badham, for presuming the identity of 
the ancient Cyprinus with that of oar common carp. The 
first is the statement of Aristotle, that the Cyprinus " has 
no tongue, but a soft fleshy palate strongly resembling 
one;" and certainly the "fleshy palate" of the common 
carp is a distinguishing feature of this fish, though shared 
in a degree by other of the Cyprinidm; and it has given 
currency all over the world to the common though incor- 
rect expression, a " carp's tongue." The second is that 
the Oyprviius is especially called "scaly" by ancient 
authors, that is, " scaly " par excellence ; and it is a fact 
that our common carp is distinguished above all other 
fish of his size for the largeness of his scales. The third 
point of identity is, that the possessors of both names 
have obtained an equal celebrity for their fecundity; our 
own carp being a noted breeder, while the Cyprinus, 
according to Oppian, spawns five, and according to Aris- 
totle, not less than six, times a year. There must be 
some exaggeration here; but I believe that naturalists 
agree in stating that our common carp spawns more than 
once in the twelve months. It is said that a three-year- 
old fish will produce as many as 700,000 eggs in the 
course of the year; and it is a fact that the roe, when 
extracted, wilt sometimes turn the scale against the rest 
of the fish. 

And this matter of the fecundity of the carp naturally 
brings on the inevitable etymological discussion as to the 
origin and meaning of the word Cyprinus — or, as we had 
better take it in its Greek form, Kvprinos, for it has been 
suggested that this word is only the adjective form of 
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KupriB, VeituH — ^the Goddusa of Love — ^wbose name was 
applied to the carp on account of ita fecuDdity. I must 
confess I think the idea of the carp being " Yenna's own 
£sh " is pretty enough, and I am satisfied with the ety- 
mology, though I see that the learned Dr. Badham, who 
delights to dabble in fishy deriTations, calls it " con- 
jectural." He ventures to suggest one of his own, and 
derives Kuprinos from the Greek kupeiron, a " marshy 
weed," on the ground that the carp has his " latitat among 
the weeds," and that " his favourite food ia in the mud." 
He nrges that the common vernacular designations of 
burbaro and bulbaro, by which the carp is known in cer- 
tain Italian districts at the present time, give countenance 
to this conjecture ; hut it is not, to my mind, at all a 
reasonable one. He then goes on to discuss the origin of 
the word "carp," which is found in some form or other 
in almost all European languages, such as carpe in French, 
karpfe in German, carpa in Spanish, &c. ; and objects to 
the suggestion that the word is in reality the same as 
eyprinus and huprinos, with a slight change and inter- 
change of letters. Here, again, I venture to differ from 
the learned ichthyologist and etymologist; and I fully 
believe that in calling our fish a " carp " we are per- 
petuating the old tradition, that it ia " Venns's Piah." 
Another conjecture, that "carp" is derived from the 
Latin carpere, to " seize " or " snatch," based on the 
ground "quod semen maris ore carpons parit" — maHs 
being the genitive of mas, " the" male " — I need hardly 
say will not hold water; nor will the notion that the fish 
" greedily seizes " the bait help ns in the matter, for, as 
a matter of fact, he is a painfully shy biter, as most 
anglers know. 
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Where the cominoa carp originally came from, and when 
iatrodaced into England, it is difficnlt to say. Every one 
knows the old rhyme quoted by Izaak Walton, — ■ 

" Hops and tarkies, oarps end beer. 
Came into England all ia a year ; " 

and every one ought to know that the statements therein 
contained are not true. Carp were probably imported 
from Persia, and naturalized in this country in the four- 
teenth century. In her treatise on angling, published in 
1486, Dame Berners says, "There be but few in Englonde;" 
but in the sixteenth century carp were to be found in abun- 
dance in all European conntries, and among ourselves were. 
cultivated in stews all over the country, for the purpose of 
increasing the supply of the orthodox diet of Lent and 
meagre-daya. Carp were known of old to be gifted with 
powers of longevity beyond all other freah-water fish. In 
congenial waters, like the ponds of Lusace, it is stated on 
respectable authority that they will attain the age of 200 
years. BuSon speaks of carp in the fosse of Portchartrain 
which were 1 50 years old and still very lively fish. There 
is good evidence to show that some of the carp introduced 
into the ponds at Versailles at the close of the seventeenth 
century were living just before the revolution of 1830. 
At Fontaineblean there are cyprinidal patriarchs of perhaps 
as great antiquity, and a few years ago I noticed that some 
of them were nearly white, owing, doubtless, to age. Crafty 
fellows are these old French carp, for instead of trying in 
vain to bite the round, hard rolls which the old women by 
the wall of one of the lakes sell to visitors for the purpose 
of throwing to the fish, they push them along with their 
noses till they get them to the wall, against which they 
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are easily able to cruali tiiem, as they liave by tliat time 
become softened by the water. I know^ or rather did 
know, about ten years ago, a large white carp in the lake 
at Brocket Hall, in Hertfordshire. He was about 12 lbs. 
in weight, and could generally be seen swimming near 
the surface of the water by the bridge which crosses the 
lake. I dare say he could " score a century," or there- 
abouts ; and probably iu this country there are many cen- 
tenarian carp, notwithstanding the irresistible temptation 
to drag all ponds and lakes which are supposed to hold 
big fish. The size which carp will attain varies with the 
water they inhabit, the food they get, and other circum- 
stances. In some of the German lakes they reach from 
40 lbs. to 50 lbs., and even more. In Holland 20-poauderB 
are not uncommon, a specimen of one of which I have 
often noticed in a case, roughly stuffed, at a fishmonger's 
shop in Leadenhall Market. In France, perhaps, the 
extreme limit would be the weight just mentioned. In 
this country a fish of 12 lbs. would be considered a monster^ 
but doubtless there are some of this weight, and evea 
heavier, in Virginia Water, and in many private waters. 
Bat a fish of anything like 12 lbs. is seldom taken with rod 
and line. A 5 lb. carp is a veritable prize to an angler, 
and when he takes one over this weight he may consider 
himself one in a thousand. The engraving at the head of 
this Note was cut from the photograph of a picture of a 
famons carp taken by net out of Harting C^at Pond, near 
Petersfield, in 1858. The photograph was kindly sent to 
me by Mr. Weaver, at the suggestion of a mutual friend, 
Mr. Orossley, The length of this grand fish was 34 in., 
not reckoning the tail fin. His weight was 24^ lbs. Some 
of his scales were the size of half-crowns. It will be 
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noticed that he is not as deep a fish as some carp are, and 
that he has not a very marked " Komaa nose." Carp 
vary very much in configuration in different waters and 
according to their age. I believe Mr. Weaver's carp is 
the hirgest on record as taken in English waters, as it 
considerably " tops" the 19 J lbs. fish taken in the " White 
Sitch Lake," and whose picture is still to be seen at Weston 
Hall, the seat of the Earl of Bradford, in Staffordshire. I 
believe, too, that the Hartiug carp now figures for the first 
time in a book on Fish and Fishing. 

There are very many topics connected with this interest- 
ing fish which I should like to enter into at length if space 
permitted. Their tenacity of life is surprising, flow many 
hours they will live in an ordinary creel after being caught 
I should bo almost afraid to say. Humane anglers — and 
all true anglers, I believe, are humane — give them a blow 
on the head after landing them, and do not care to try 
physiological experiments. Bnt properly packed in moist 
moss, with a mouthful of bread steeped in brandy, occa- 
sionally renewed en route, they may be carried almost any 
distance in safety. In France they transport them from 
one place to another, wrapped in fresh grass, and they will 
keep alive for days if the porous basket in which they are 
enclosed is dipped as seldom as once in every twenty-four 
hours in fresh water. I have read and been told that in 
Holland they are suspended in nets in cool cellars and fed 
on bread and milk for months, by which process they are 
fattened for table. I have never been able to get this 
statement verified, and so I record it for what it is worth. 
Carp will live in water of 80°, and yet maintain life for 
some considerable time when frozen in blocks of ice. Of 
all fish they are the most sensitive of electricity and the 
B 2 
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tuagnet. They fatten well when castrated. They seem 
to be more senBitive than any other fish of chemical refuse 
discharged into the water. All kinds of experiments hare 
been made on unfortunate carp by vivisection ists, in the 
way of abstraction of the roe and replacing it with felt, 
and of evisceration more or less complete ; and the records 
of these experiments tend to show that the carp bore the 
operations with considerable equanimity, and like those 
subjected to the Cardinal's curse in the Jackdaw of Rhetms, 
not only were " nothing the worse," but " lived happily 
for ever afterwards." But enough on this topic, I am 
happy to say that I am a believer in the theory that fish, 
as cold-blooded animals, have little or no sensation of 
physical pain, though, barring the playing them on the 
" cold steel," I always behave to them as if they 
had. 

Pathologically, there is much to say also about the carp ; 
for, on the one hand, some eminent authorities, ancient 
and modem, claim that our Gyprinus avrpio enjoys an 
immunity from all disease, while others maintain that he 
is subject to all the ills that fishy "flesh is heir to," 
and many more. However this may be, like some other 
fish, the carp, or parts of him, have been prescribed by the 
older physicians for a variety of ailments. His fat, says 
Dr. Badham, has been used as a mollifying unguent for 
"hot rheumatism;" his gall as a liniment for sore eyes, 
and a triangular stone, said to exist in his jaws, is said to 
act as a styptic, and to be efficacious for other diseases. 

It is no exaggeration to say that carp can be domesti- 
cated like cats and dogs, for they can be taught to como 
to the sound of the human voice, or some artificial sound 
like that of a whistle ; and will even sufEer themselves to 
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be handled. Some Iiave even been tangbt to "answer" 
to tieir names. Colonel Goodlake, at Denliam, near Ui- 
bridge, has some large carp qnite tame, wMcIl will feed 
&om his hand. 

Gastronomically, I have little or no reverence for the 
carp. In pre-Beformation days, when any kind offish was 
made much of, and a variety of coarse food was eaten with 
a gusto by our ancestors and ancestresses, especially in the 
form of highly-seasoned stews, carp was all very well j bnt 
as soon as the eating of fish ceased to be a religious ob- 
servance, each kind had to stand on its own merits, and 
educated Christians soon began to esteem carp of little 
value. Dame Bemers, in her book on angling, to which I 
have occasion so often to refer, says the "carpe is a 
daynteons fysshe;" and|iQ The Siwen of Health the carp is 
included among the " ten sortes of fishe which are reckoned 
as priucipall in the preservation of health," and the author 
says that it is " greatly desired of great estates, and no 
marvaile, for it is in wholesomeness of great value, and 
the tongue of the carpe is very pleasant to carping ladies." 
But carp soon fell into disrepute, and rightly so, for 
without a rich sance and all sorts of "herbes," the desh 
is worse than insipid. Onr revered master, Izaak Walton, 
gives a most elaborate recipe for stewing him, with in- 
gredients and concomitants as many in nnmber almost as 
the stars in the heavens, to collect and compound which 
life now-a-days is too short. Others have followed him, 
and even modem cookery-books persist in telling ns how 
to dress carp, by stewing them or otherwise. But all to 
no purpose, at least in my opinion. The carp will be a 
carp, gastronomically, to the end of all time, unless we 
can improve the breed, as we have done that of our oxen, 
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sheep, and pigs. Oarp cooked au naturel ia, me judice, 
little better tlian steamed paper palp, and, whea stewed 
with an elaborate and complicated sauce, tlie latter is the 
only fairly edible, or, as perhaps I should say, drinkable 
portion of the dish. Carp taken from stagnant water are 
simply abominable, and but little better when taken From 
a river like the Thames. A carp, to be reasonably 
edible, or, as perhaps I should say, edible in a negative 
sense — i.e. not absolutely revolting-^should be placed for 
some weeks in a narrow " stew " with a stream of clear 
cold water swiftly running through iL Carp were so 
treated in the days of good Queen Bess, when a stewed 
carp was thought " a dainty dish to set before a king" or 
queen. The same thing ia done now^n the Victorian era, 
and the carp taken in nets by the "royal" fishermen at 
Virginia Water are sent to Windsor and kept for weeks 
in a swiftly-running narrow " stew" under the walls of the 
castle before they are served, as a royal tradition, at the 
royal table. 

Occasionally is found in English waters the Crucian or 
German carp {Gyprinus caraasius) a fish more a bream 
than a carp in shape ; and it is not to be confounded with 
the Prussian or Gibel carp {Cyprinus gihelio) which is a 
much more conunon fish. I need hardly say that the gold 
fish of our glass bowls (in which, by the way, I think 
it rather a cruelty to keep them) are carps {Oyprinui 
auratus), 

I shall reserve, till towards the close of the next Note 
on Tench, a few miscellaneons memoranda in reference 
to carp piscatorially, as carp-fishing and tench-fishing 
naturally go together, the rules and observances of the 
one being in the main those of the other. 
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NOTE X. 

TEI TENCH. 

ICj/prinat Unea, or TIbco Vulgarit.) 

"The T^Ttch, phgiician of the brook." 

Ode to Walton. 

Thb tench is another memher of the Cyprinidce fomily, 
and seems to " nm in couples " with the carp, the two 
n&mes bein^ almost inTariabl7 linked together on the 
angler's lips. The fish are almost invariably fonnd to- 
gether in the same water. Mr. Pennell, whose general 
experiences as a fisherman and ichthyologist are second to 
none, says thatj thongh he has known waters which con- 
tain carp to be destitute of tench, he cannot remember a 
single instance of the converse. There mustj however, 
be many instances of waters containing tench only : I cer- 
tainly know two such waters in Hertfordshire ; and there 
most he many instances of ponds having been stocked with 
one fish without the other. Still, as a matter of iact, in 
nineteen cases out of twenty the two fish are found to- 
gether, a phenomenoQ which seems to suggest that in the 
conrse of time the presence of one species caus% the 
presence of the other ; but I must leave it to Mr. Darwin 
and his school to point out hy what law or process this 
comes to pass. 
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IchthyologicaUy, as I have said, the tench is of the 
same family as the carp. Like the rest of the 
CyprinidcB, he has a fleshy raonth without teeth; but, 
tmlike his first coasin, the carp, who, as I said, has the 
largest scales for his size of any fiali, the tench has the 
smaUest, — bo minute, indeed, that owing partly to the 
objectionable slime with which he is covered,' he seems 
both to the eye and touch to have no scales at all, feeling 
more like an eel tban anything else, though, by the way, 
I do not wish to imply that eels have no scales. I take 
him, however, to be a very handsome fish. His colonring 
is very marked, thongh it is difficult to describe. Mr. 
Pennell calls it a " very dark olive green," while another 
authority terms it " a greenish yellow." I take the last 
description to be the best, though it mast be remembered 
that tench vary in colonring according to the water irom 
which they are taken. There is certainly a golden hue 
overspreading the best specimens of tench, but of a snb- 
daed character, and I consider him altogether a much . 
handsomer fish than the carp for colour, and shape too, 
for he is not afflicted with the somewhat " Roman nose" 
of his congener. The " golden " tench now acclimatized 
among us are very handsome fish indeed. 

Like the carp, the tench is very prolific and tenacions 
of life, and the habits of both are very similar. The 
tench is found distributed over nearly all parts of Earope, 
and, like the carp, he prefers stagnant waters to running. 

He does not, however, attain the size of bis relative, 
his extreme weight being seldom over 7 lbs, or 8 lbs. 
nnder the most favourable circumstances, at least in 
this country; and in smalt ponds he does not often 
exceed 2 lbs. or 3 lbs, 1 ha^e a record that in October, 
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1874, one was taken in the Thames at Sonning scaling 
5 lbs., and one at the Bye House on the Lea, last April, 
4 lbs, ; and a year or two ago, when the water was very low 
at Elstree Reservoir, a large number were taken of 
between 8 lbs, and 4 lbs. The best sample of tench I ever 
saw I " assisted" in catching in the Hampshire Aron, a few 
miles above Chriatchnrch, in the year 1868, when Colonel 
Fane kindly pat his salmon nets and fishermen at the 
disposal of a friend and myself for the day. We bad bnt 
Httle Inck with the chief object of our netting, but one of 
the " shoots " in deep still water under the boughs of a 
wide-spreading oak produced five grand tench — we were 
not aware there was such a fish in the river — which On 
being tested on the steelyard averaged just over 5 lbs. each. 
We returned them to the water after due admiration, but 
I have often regretted that I did not keep the largest for 
a glass case. I shall be a lucky raau if I ever capture 
"his like again " with rod and line, for he weighed close 
upon 6 lbs. I have, however, seen it stated that in Italy 
the tench grows to 20 lbs. 

Gastronomically, I have no opinion, or rather a veiy 
bad opinion of the tench, ranking him even below the 
carp. The ancients seemed to have differed in opinion as 
to his merits. Ausonius, I see from Dr. Badham, speaks 
dispuitgiugly of him, as the poor man's pis-aller, and 
ranks him with other "vile fish;" and an old Silesian 
physician says, " The tench is a vile, neglected fish, very 
flabby and glutinous, bad for digestion — a food only fit 
for paupers and serfs;" while others seem rather inclined 
to commend him. He was kept in stews in this country 
like carp in days when fresh- water fish of all kinds appear 
to have been eaten, if not appreciated ; and at the present 
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time he is highly esteemed at Florence, K&pleB, and in Italy 
generally ; and in Holland it is said that he is considered a 
first-rate delicacy, and equal to turtle. I shall not quarrel 
with the Italians or Dutchmen as to their tastes ; but I 
most say I am surprised at Dr. Badham seriously giving a 
recipe for cooking tench containing as many concomitant 
ingredients as there are patterns in a patchwork counter- 
pane. Another modem writer says, " The fleah of this fish 
is rich, luscious, and delicate," but he adds a saving clause, 
"although somewhat muddy in flavour," which seems to 
me very serionsly to detract from his encominm. And 
yet another commends tench first partly fried and then 
stewed with onions and dripping, supplemented with 
various condiments, the body of the fish being stuffed 
with a piece of bread " si^ciently large to fill up the 
whole cavity, and to remove any muddy or dia^reeable 
flavour." It is the old story. Fishermen like to utilize 
their fish, and are glad of any excuse for so doing. A 
Parliamentary Blue-book would be a good dish enough 
with a good sauce of various ingredients, flavoured princi- 
pally with port or sherry, providing you only consumed 
the sauce. I should like to see the man who could eat a 
bit of broiled or boiled tench as he would eat a bit of sole, 
salmon, or whiting, simply with pepper and salt, and really 
like it. He wonld be as veritable a gastronomic pheno- 
menon as that peculiar people who eat dirt and enjoy it. 

Connected with the subject of tench as food, I may 
here jot down a few memoranda as to the medicinal value 
credited to the fish, as given by Dr. Badham. A tench 
applied alive to the temple was said to cure nervous head- 
aches, and laid over the liver in jaundice to draw all the 
saffron hue out of the patient, and expire of jaundice itself. 
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Cat in pieces and placed to the soles of the feet, it wonld 
overcome all fevera, and the dreaded plague itself, and so 
forth ad infinitum ; while for invalids and convalescents 
tench broth was recommended as an intermediate diet be- 
tween gruel and mntton broth. Wonderfnl fish I of whom 
the author of The Ewven ofEealth (which I have quoted bo 
often) says, " He ia as medicinable to fishes, so is he whole- 
some to man's body." And this quotation necessarily 
involves a word or two in reference to the old tradition 
that the tench is the " physician of fishes," and eapecially 
of the pike, who, as Isaak Walton further says, "for- 
bears to devour him, he he never so hungry." The idea 
was, and perhaps to a certain extent is, that the slime 
with which the tench is covered is a natural balsam of 
healing powers for the cure of himself and others. It has 
long been said that the tench, unlike other fish, is free 
from liability to all diseases ; and certainly when care- 
fully observing the fresh-water fish at the Westminster 
Aquarium soon afler it was opened, I noticed that tench 
alone seemed perfectly free from that unnatural coating 
of slimy excrescence which more or less affected the 
other fish, and so sorely puzzled the ichthyologists of the 
Aqnariam. But whether this freedom from disease, 
presuming the fact established, is to be attributed to the 
natural slime on the tench, and whether this really has 
the healing virtue so long credited to it, may be questioned. 
Camden, in his description o£ the stews in Southwark 
in his days, says, "Here have I seen pikes' paunches 
opened with a knife to show their fatness ; and presently 
the wide gashes and wounds come together again by 
touch of tenches, and with their glutinous slime perfectly 
healed up ;" but I have never seen any record of recent 
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esperimentB beings made in order to settle the point. I am 
inclined to think the " touch of tenchea " a myth. How- 
ever, we may take it as a fact that the omnivorous pike 
refuses under all circumstances to take tench as food. To 
this bear witness almost all practical anglers and writers 
on angling, though one makes bold to say that the simple 
reason why pike do not eat tench is because they cannot 
catch them, owing to their always keeping at the bottom 
of the water. This, however, is not the case ; for they 
often swim in mid-water, and in ponds, especially dnring 
hot weather, delight, like carp, to lie close on the top of 
the water, basking in the sunshine. Whether pike, oat 
of gratitude to their physicians, or simply as a matter of 
taste, decline tench for their larder, must still, I fear, 
remain an open question, however interesting the solution 
of it might be. 

By the way, I have not yet indulged my etymological 
propensities in reference to our tench ; simply for the 
reason that I have never seen suggested, nor can I my- 
self suggest, a derivation for the word " tench," which of 
course is only another form of the Latin Unca, and is 
found variously spelt in other European languages. In 
Holland the tench has the sobriquet of " shoemaker," in 
consequence of the thickness of his skin. So enough on 
this point. 

Several Continental families bear the tench heraldically, 
and among ourselves the family of Tench. 

And now a few words about angling for carp and 
tench. They are the commonest of our pond fish, hardly 
apiece of water of any size being without them, or at least 
without one or the other. In the neighbourhood of London, 
the " Welsh Harp " and Elstree are 



. Lhh^j^Ic 



THE TENCH. 253 

well stocked -with them, though strangely enough there 
are none, I believe, in the prolifio waters of Dagenham 
Gnlf, beloved of London anglers. A few years ago there 
were many in the canals throughout the country, but the 
bargemen with their destructive dn^-nets have thinned 
the stock down to a mere nothing. They are found in the 
Lea, where they seem to have been thriving of late years, 
heavy bags having been made by fishei^nen from time to 
time. There are a few in the Stort, the Colne, the Mole, 
the Brent, and some of the slnggiah streams in Essex. 
The finest carp, in the south at least of England, I should 
say are in Virginia Water — some veritable monsters ; but, 
aa far as experience goes, it seems a perfectly hopeless 
business to fish for them there with rod and line. The 
royal fisherman occasionally takes a few with nets, and 
they are sent to the Castle for the royal table. I have 
understood that carp first got into the Thames at Wey- 
bridge, through an overflow of Virginia Water some forty 
or fifty years ago ; but doubtless they have been intro- 
duced into the river from time to time, though in very 
small numbers, at other spots. Weybridge is still their 
fovourite haunt, and some heavy fish are occasionally 
captured here, ranging from 6 lbs. to 8 lbs., and even 
larger. They are also taken lower down, in the Shepper- 
ton, Sunbury, and Hampton waters, and ^ain higher up ; 
but the stock does not appear to increase. Tench, on the 
contrary, seem to have been showing up more plentifully 
of late years. The Oxford waters, especially in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kenningtou Island, have been unusually 
prolific of tench during the last two seasons. There is a 
fair stock of them in the sluggish waters of Wallingford, 
and they seem on the increase at Weybridge. At this 
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latter place I took one of about 2 lbs. some twenty yearn 
ago, and so scarce Tras the fish then that ray puntsman 
ea!d that in his experience of a quarter of a century he had 
only known one taken in those waters before. The Sensing 
district also seems a favourite one for this fish, for I notice 
among my memoranda a record of 60 lbs. of tench being 
caught in October, 1874, by an angler in one day. This 
was a most unusual take; but perhaps there are more 
tench and carp in the Thames than the river is given credit 
for. As a rule, hot weather is the best for carp and tench 
fishing, but not when the sun is shining, as they are tl^en 
inclined to bask at the top of the water; and it is said 
that tench are best on " when beans are .in blossom." 
Bat there is not much in this adage. From the beginning 
of June till the end of August or September is the season 
for fishing for them in ponds and lakes, and the best time 
of the day, both for carp and tench, is the early morning 
and late evening — that is for large fish. In rivers they are 
caught much later in the year, and indeed thronghout the 
winter, at least when the weather is open, as the yearly 
records of the Thames and Lea show ; and therefore I can- 
not understand Mr. Pennell when he says that tench and 
carp probably retire during the winter months almost 
wholly into the mud, &c., and " at this time are hardly 
ever to be taken with a bait." 

There is not much to be said in reference to tackle, but 
as lai^e carp and tench are very shy fish, the finer the 
tackle the better, consistently with strength. Tench will 
sometimes, like bream, when biting, cause your float to lie 
flat on the surface of the water. I never quite understood 
this till I observed the movements of the tench at the 
Westminster Aquarium. A number of them were stand- 
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ing on their heads as they " nozzled " the gravel aboat, 
apparently in search of food. I hare no doubt now that 
they often take the bait on a hook when in this position, 
and then rise straight npwards, tail first, as I observed 
them at the aquarium. The leads on the line, as I have 
already eu^ested at page 122, thus become suspended 
from the fish's month, and naturally the float ceases to 
"cock." As to baits, our fish do not seem particular. 
They take worms of all kinds, gentles, paste, and grubs, 
hut perhaps a brandling is the most tempting. In the 
Thames, however, the tail of a lobworm takes more 
tench and carp than any other bait. Small boiled potatoes, 
beans, peas, cherries, and other vegetable dainties have 
also been recommended for carp, but I have not much faith 
in them. 

In limited pieces of water which are well stocked with 
small or medium-sized fish, and not often fished, carp and 
tench may often be taken almost without intermission. I 
have already (page 1 15) mentioned a raid I made on carp 
in a pond at Stratford which had never been fished before. 
In weedy ponds, such as that was, it often pays better to 
fish a foot from the bottom in the open spaces, or even in 
raid-water, and sometimes it is well to use no float, but 
simply to let the line rest on a weed or leaf of some aquatic 
plant. And this leads me to refer again to the pond at 
Blackheath (mentioned on the same page) which was 
studded with patches of water-lilies. In bright hot 
weather the carp hung about these at or near the top of 
the water, frequently putting their noses clean out, and 
taking in a mouthful of oxygen. Sometimes they took in 
a triangular hook with paste on it, which I simply let 
down into their mouths (perhaps I ought to be ashamed 
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-to acknowledge this un-angler-like proceeding), and then 
it was a case of " Pnll — ■ — , pull baker,'' between as, the 
result often being in favour of the carp, the tackle brew- 
ing in the lilies. I osed to let my line rest, too, on the 
lily-leaves, with the bait only a few inches under water, 
and it was frequently taken by a fish as he was threading 
hia way among the lily-stalks. Here, i^ain, the water 
was scarcely ever fished, and so the carp were very on- 
suspicions. 

But it is almost impossible to exaggerate the difficulty 
of taking large carp and tench, particularly the former, in 
rivert and in still waters, especially in those where they are 
ollen fished for. Indeed, I have come to the conclusion that 
it is hardly worth while to try exclusively for these fish in 
rivers — the Thames, for example. They are taken oe- 
easumally when the angler is fishing for other kinds of 
fish, either with the leger, or in the Nottingham style ; 
and a good Cyprio or l}inca is a most welcome addition 
to the basket. 

A big carp is undoubtedly the most shy and suspicious 
fish that swims in oxir waters. It has been well said, — 

" Of all the fisb tliat swim the waterj mead. 
Not one in cunning can the carp exceed." 

IchthyologicaUy it might be expected that the carp would 
be a wily aud crafty fish. Look at his brain. The average 
proportionate weight of the brains offish to their bodies is as 
1 in 3000. The stupid thunny only marks 1 for his brain in 
3700 ; the fairly-astute pike, 1 in 1 300 ; but the carp's brains 
weigh 1 in 500, which is exactly the proportion between 
brains and body shown by that clever beast, the elephant. 
Moreover, the oi^;ans of hearing, aeeiug, tasting, and amell- 
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ing (bo speak generally and unscientifically) in a carp 
show a higher development than in almost all other fiah. 
Thus, as I hare said, we might expect the carp to be a 
particularly intellectual and subtle fish; and, of course, 
the older he gets, the more are hia mental faculties ex- 
panded. Eightly does Walton say, " The carp is accounted 
the water-fox for his cunning." 

Is it not, then, almost, if not quite, a hopeless task to 
set oneself — to catch big carp? Anglers and angler- 
anthors admit it is a most difficult one by the various and 
almost numberless expedients they suggest. Here is one 
which would I think exhaust the patience of even the most 
patient fisherman : — 

" A correapondent not long since wrote to me for advice. He bad a 
pond in which were many large carp, and although he had angled for 
them in doe geason, from Febmaiy to October, during seven years, he 
had not succeeded in taking them. I advised him to line with hurdles 
the bank of the pond at the spots where he meaot to fiah ; t« ground- 
bait those spots with red worms, gentles, and eapeciallj with sweet 
paste, for three or four dajs \ to then talce bis rod, and, supporting it 
on a bifurcated prop {cut off the branch of a tree) inserted in the bank 
behind the bardies, to place on his line a hook hroken off at the bend — 
that is, without barb or sharp point ; to bait the harmless hook with 
sweet pasto, and to sink it nearly to the bottom of the already ground- 
baited water. The carp will soon take this bait ; and, finding f hey can 
do BO with impunity, they will become bolder hoarlj. Replacing the 
bait every time it is nibbled off, and continuing to do so for three or 
four days {.','), commence iien angling m earnest with the same 
rod and line, but with a barbed hook, baited exactly as before, come 
behind the hurdle, and with very light float angle cautionsly." 

Is the " game " thus played " worth the candle " ? 

Mr. Francis and Mr. Pennell both seem to agree in 
recommending that the bait should lie on the ground some 
inches {say six) from the perpendicular gut bottom, which 
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ia kept in its place by tlie lowest lead ; and that the angler 
should not strike till he sees his float well carried off, 
Mr. Simeon goes further, and recommenda that two or 
three /eef of gat should lie on the gronnd above the bait. 
The idea is of conrae that the fish will not notice the gnt 
when it lies borizontally at the bottom, as they wonld if 
the bait hung perpendicularly firom it. I do not qaestion 
the soundness of these views; but, in accordance with 
them, why not use a simple l^er line 7 To show how 
authorities differ, I may mention that Professor Owen, an 
experienced carp-fisher, recommends fishing six inches 
from the ground. 

As far as my own experience goes in jHrntJ-fishing for 
large carp, I prefer the bait ju»t touching the ground; 
and whenever I can, I like my bait to travel a little. To 
e£Fect this I fix a leaf or feather to the top of the float ; 
but then I need hardly say you want wind, and that in the 
right direction, to suit your swim. It is certainly a good 
plan to throw a little ground-bait for three or four days 
in succession into the spot you have selected for your 
operations, but not too muck ; also while yon are fishing 
to throw in sparingly chopped worms, pellets of paste, or 
small pieces of whatever bait you are using. There is no 
bait better, in my opinion, than the tail of a welUscoured 
lob-worm ; but angling authorities gener^ly advise a well- 
scoured brandling. You cannot well keep too far from 
your float. If possible, secrete yourself bdund a natural 
or artificial " blind." If possible, too, have the sun in 
front of and not behind you ; and above all be quiet, and 
do not impart the least^bration to the water either from 
the land or your boat. In the latter, wear Hat slippers, or 
goloshes. But with the best appliances, the weather in 
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your favoar, with abundance of fish within your reach, and 
with abundance of fishing knowledge and skill in yourself, 
you will not catch many big carp wibhout a huge stock of 
most consummate patience — and not oflen even then. 
Carpe diem has been translated, " Take a day's carp-fish- 
ing " — yes, by all means ; but, remember, " carp-fishing " 
and "carp-catching" are two very difEerent things. 

Happy angler if you ever get a real good day with big 
carp I For a big carp is a grand sporting fish and of 
immense power, and being, as Walton says, " a leather- 
mouth fish which doth seldom break his hold," you hare 
a good chance of landing him if your tackle be sound. 
He fights bravely to the death. 
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TEE BAB&EL. 
(Cffprijttu Sarbatui, or Barbu 



" Tkt Barbel, than vshickjUh a bTWer dcti not iteim." 

UlCH«BL DlUTIOir. 

" And tke w&uter'd Barbel pai/» 
Hi* coarter hulk to ttuell j/our praise.'' 

TiaiiBiatioii of " Latin Ode to Walton." 

'^ Large yellow Barbel at the lotion lie.'' 

Odelet to Walton. 

" And tome uith upper lip thrutl out 
Like that Jiih for routing — a Barbel." — FlooD. 

Teaues Anglers, whose name is Legion, compriBing all 
sorts and conditions of men, generally divide tbemselvea 
into claBsea, each as a rule pursuing and mainly confining^ 
itself to some particular fish. There is yonr tront-spinner^ 
who despises all who seek less nobler game than the 
Salmo fario of the metropolitan river, and who looks even 
on the angler who would capture one of these speckled 
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beanties with a live-baitj or in any other way except by 
scientific apinning, as little better than a poacher or pot- 
hnnter. There ia your roach-fialier with his gronnd-bait, 
his twelve-foot rod and single horBohair and other appur- 
tenances of his craft en. regie, a good stock of patience and 
a light handj who considers that no Hue of angling except 
his own is worthy of the name of an art. There is your 
patemostering perch-fisher. There is your dace-fisher, 
who deftly casts his delicate fly over the sparkling 
shallows ; and your chub-fisher, who throws his ponderous 
humble bee, cockchafer, or " Marlow crow," beneath the 
willow boughs, and looks on bottom-fishers with supreme 
contempt. There is your jack-fisher, who confines his 
attentions to Esox lualus, and thinks it hardly orthodox 
to be seen on the Thames till November, when the weeds 
have partially died down. Then there is Paterfamilias, 
the happiest of all fishermen, who throws his whole soul 
into gudgeon-fishing, and delights to fill his punt with 
"Missis and the Mds," who all join in the sport, and 
frequently kill more fish than Paterfamilias himself, though 
he insists on instructing his party in the art of capturing 
this toothsome little morsel. And, lastly, there is your 
barbel-fisher, as enthusiastic as to his branch of angling 
as any of the preceding, and perhaps more so, looking on 
a good day with this fish as far excellence the sport of the 
Thames. I do not mean that there are no " general " 
fishermen who frequent the river, and who, when one kind 
of angling does not pay, try another, according to the 
season. There are many such; but, as a rule, Thames anglers 
seem to make one particular fish the special object of their 
capture, and swear by the particular kind of angling to 
which they mainly devote themselves. 
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I have a Bpecial sympathy with barbel fishermen. 

Our Gyprinus barbatua is a most diatingniBhed member 
of the carp family, and has a special historic interest for 
TIB, owing to the fact that it forms, on " Coat of Bar," one 
of the four quarteringa of Margaret of Anjou, wife of 
our Henry VI. 

Happily there is no etymological difficulty about his 
distinctive name, barbus or barbattis ; for it is clear that 
he derivea his appellation from the barbels or bearda 
{barbw) with which his nose and npper lip are furnished. 
Barbus was the name he was known by to the ancient 
Latins; and Greeks in Belon's day called their barbels 
mitsticata, and do so now for aught I know — a name 
obviously derived from the old Greek word fiwrra^ 
(mostax), which in Theocritus means "beard on the 
upper lip," and indicating the barbel as the fish with the 
" moustache " (mustax). These barbs, the ichthyologists 
tell ns, enable the fish to find its way about in deep and 
dark watere, and also give him a discrimination as to the 
substance with which he cornea in contact as he " rootles " 
like a pig among the stones and mud. 

Walton says the barbel " is of a fine cast and handsome 
shape," but it can hardly be held that his outline is grace- 
ful, his " Soman nose " seriously detracting irom hia 
symmetry ; while his eyes have alTvaya atruck me aa having 
a very villanous and spiteful expression. He is, however, 
possessed of great beauty of colour — the bright olive-green 
of his scales, with a tinge of sheeny gold towards hia white 
belly, being very attractive ; and I must confess I always 
contemplate a barbel, say of 5 Iba. or 6 lbs., when in good 
condition, with a large amount of admiration. 

Barbel are found in many parta of the world, but 
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chiefly in the warmer latitudes of Europe. They abound 
in the Danube and Rhine, and in most rivers which fall 
into the Black Sea. I fear not a few in Itusaian and 
Turkish waters will fall victims, before this year has 
passed, to thevillanous torpedoes. They are by no means 
widely distributed in the waters of the United Kingdom, 
and in this respect differ from most British fishes. I 
believe they are not found at all in Scotland. The Thames 
and Trent are the chief English rivers which hold them : 
and Trent fishermen certainly carry off the palm for their 
skill in barbel-fishing. 

Barbel are often taken when spinning for trout in the 
Thames during April and May, and not seldom hooked 
fool, when they exhibit amazing strength. I once hooked 
by the tail a 6 lb. fish in Weybridge Weir, and it took me a 
full half-hoar before I got him into the landing-net. 
They spawn generally in Hay, bat in late seasons not till 
Jane. Under any circnmstanceaitwoaldbewellifbarbel- 
fishing were illegal in the Thames till July, Barbel reach 
a weight of between 40 lbs. and 50 lbs, in some continental 
waters; but I take it that about 15 lbs. ia an outside 
weight in either the Thames or Trent. A 10 lb. fish does 
not fall to the lot of the most inveterate barbel-fisher 
more than once in his lifetime. He may always be more 
than contented with one of 8 lbs. 

Whether there are more or less barbel in the Thames 
now than there used to be may be a question. Yarrell 
in his time said that they were "so numerous about Shep- 
perton and Walton that 150 lbs. weight has been taken in 
five hoars, and on one occasion 280 lbs. weight of large- 
sized barbel was taken in one day." I suppose Tarrell 
is speaking of the exploits of single rods. It ia not 
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often of late years tliat takes approximating the above 
have been recorded ; but still there are many barbel- 
fishera now alive who have scored their cwt. Perhaps 
the troth is that barbel are as plentiful in the Thames as 
ever — and even more so — ^but, like other fish, they have 
become more educated of late years. It has been ob- 
served also that during the last decade they have become 
more capricious in their habits of feeding. Years ago 
they were almost always " on " in July, August, and Sep- 
tember, but now-a-days they are more often " off" than 
" on," even when the weather and water would seem 
most favourable to their biting, and ground-bait has been 
judiciously administered ; and in some swims, as, for in- 
stance, beneath the Victoria Bridge, near Datchet, they 
refuse to bite altogether. It may be remembered that a 
few seasons ago there was ;hardly an occasion during a 
whole summer and autumn when they were " on " at all, 
and barbel-fishing that year was almost an entire blank. 
It may be worth the consideration of anglers, whether it 
would not be advisable to try new " swims," and give the 
traditional ones, which all have their geographical names 
and are fished to death, a rest. Mr. Bailey, the cele- 
brated Nottingham fisherman, has tried this plan on the 
Thames for several seasons with considerable success. 
The most " educated " and therefore the most wary fish, 
as well as the best fed, are in the old swims ; whereas, 
with a little trouble, partly unedncated shoals unused to 
the sweets of gronnd-bait may be found in new ones, and 
often in localities where they are least expected. I once 
found a n&io barbel hole or swim not far from Old 
Windsor lock, and from time to time took some capital 
fish from it. But — " Oh, no, I never mentioned " it I — at 
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least its exact whereabonts ! I have foand September 
and the early part of October the best times for Thames 
barbel-fishingi 

As to the gastronomic merits of the barbel, I havB not 
a word to say in his favour. He is simply detestable in 
wiy cooked form, being the very worst of our fresh-water 
fish, and inferior even to a wretched white bream from 
mnddy waters. Ansomns ventured to say that an old 
barbel was better than a young one ; but this is doobtf ul 
praise. The taste of our ancestors does not count for 
mnch, considering how many nasty, insipid dishes they 
highly esteemed ; and therefore the fact that in Queen 
Elizabeth's day barbel were in sufficient repute to be pro- 
tected by statute law does not modify my opinion of them ; 
nor, again, am I influenced by the fact that our neigh- 
bours across the Channel, who are authorities on many gas- 
tronomic matters, hold them in esteem. The inhabitants 
of Tours and other inland places on rivers may rejoice in 
the well-known sign of " Les Trois Barbeaox," and store 
these fish in water-cages ready for nae as we do eels ; bub 
we Britishers will have none of them ; neither will we be 
cajoled by recondite recipes for cooking them, nor by 
the sauces with which they are recommended to be served. 
For once in a way I utterly disagree with that eminent 
ichthyologist and ichthyophagist, Dr. Badham, who " begs 
to assure citizen anglers and others who may be incredu- 
lous that these fish, simply boiled in salt and water, and 
eaten cold with a squeeze of lemon-juice, will be found by 
no means despicable fare;" nor will I be seduced by 
Bloch'a recommendation to " boil them with a bit of 
bacon to heighten the flavour." The only way to make 
ihem eatable at all is to salt and dry them, and then they 
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are uot much better than the hark of a tree woald 
be aabjeGted to a similar process. No ; I would ahaost 
as soon eat his flesh simply boiled, broiled, or baked, as I 
would consume Ma roe, which is said " to produce symp- 
toms akin to those of Asiatic cholera, racking pains and 
purging, cold extremities and deliquium." Even Wal- 
ton, who panegyrizes almost every other fresh-water fish 
as food, says of the barbel, "He is not accounted the best 
fiah to eat, neither for his wholesomenesa not his taste." 
I beliere that ninety-nine out of every hundred anglers, 
and of the general public in this country who have ever 
made bold to experimentalize once on barbel-flesh, will 
join in an adverse verdict on it, fond though anglers be of 
eating of their own dutches. Almost the only dissentients 
will be our Israelitish friends, who, on certain days called 
" White Fasts," so eagerly seek to obtain bao-bel at any 
cost, that it is said the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society put on extra watchers on anch occasions to prevent 
poachers seeking to meet the demand ; and Jews at all 
other times also eat them with apparent relish. Bot this 
may be a matter of ancient law or custom among them 
rather than of taste ; though it mnat be remembered that 
Jewish cooks poaseea an art of manipulating fish of all 
kinds, and especially of frying them in oil, which few 
Christian chefi seem to attain. Jews ^o boil barbel in 
vinegar and oil, and certainly thia method of dealing with 
them improves them. Still, if, as is the case, the wives of 
Thames professional fishermen, many of whom are the best 
fish cooks in the kingdom, and can mtike almost any fish 
eatable and enjoyable which comes out of their riv^ 
fail in serving up a barbel in a way agreeable to ordinary 
good taste, I doubt whether a Jewish or any other 
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cook in the world could m&ke it acceptable to an Engliali 
palate. 

Bnt, however much to be despised gaBtronomically, the 
barbel halieaticallj, or in an angling point of view, amply 
toakee ap for his carnal insipidity and positive nastinesa. 
He is essentially a game fish when hooked, and fights 
bravely to the last. Walton says righty, " He is so strong 
that he will often break both rod and line, if he proves 
to be a big one ;" and right was Juliana Bemers on this 
wise : " The barbel is an evil fysshe to take, for he is so 
strongly enarmyd in the month that there may no weake 
hamessB holde him.'' His impetnona rushes and dogged 
downward " boring " are a most pleasurable pain to the 
angler, the great caudal fin, as ichthyologists call his tail, 
acting like a screw propeller, and giving him immense 
powers ; while his pluck and tenacity of life prolong 
the contest tar beyond the measure of any other fish of 
equal weight, tbe lordly Thames trout himself not ex- 
cepted. When hooked near some projecting shelf of the 
bank, or the proximity of some old " snag," &c., the 
pertinacity with which he will bore for his "hover" is 
astonishing ; and it was probably this tendency and per- 
tinacity which led Walton to observe that he " endangers" 
the line " by running her head forcibly toward any covert 
or hole or bank." Walton also observes that " then he 
strikes the line, to break it oS with his tail." Mr. Frank 
Bnckland, in his Familiar History of Briiixh Fishes, re- 
peats this remark, saying, " When a barbel is hooked, he 
always endeavours to strike at the line with his tail to 
break it." I hope I may be pardoned when I say, " I 
doubt this." How can Mr. BucMand tell what a barbel 
does " when he is hooked," unless he has encased himself 
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in a diver's dresa, and lain in barbel swim, or obaerred 
this phenomenon throagh a glass window on a river's bank, 
aa I bave suggested at page 123 ? 

My young friend and angler, who may perchance have 
these Notes in yoar hand, let me ask you whether you 
have even hooked a three or four pound barbel when 
iishing for roach on light roach tackle ? If you have, yoa 
probably have lost him very soon through want of pre- 
sence of mind. But if you were self-possessed and played 
him artistically, you know what a job you had, what 
patience and lightness of hand you exercised, and that it 
took you a good quarter of an hour or more before yon 
could get on intimate terms with him. I have noticed for 
years that there is no fish which seems to have a more 
instinctive dread of the landing-net; for when, after a 
long and desperate tussle, he appears about to " throw up 
the sponge," and allow himself to be brought towards the 
punt's side, no sooner does he catch a sight of the 
" Gangam of Fate " than a new lease of life seems to be 
given him, which he frequently takes advantage of, much 
to his own satisfaction and the angler's dismay, by 
snapping the tackle and getting clear off. When foul- 
hooked in the ordinary course of fishing with the leger 
or Nottingham tackle, or by a trout-spinner in one of 
the Thames weirs, the resistance he can offer is something 
wonderful; and many a trout -fisherman has felt his heart 
in his mouth, when, after days' or perhaps weeks' patient 
spinning, a sudden strike and strong rush lead him to be- 
lieve he has hooked a veritable " spotted monster " — he 
finds, after all, to his intense disappointment, he has only got 
hold of a lank barbel, vigorous enough, but out of season. 

Such being the strength and pluck of barbatue, I have 
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no hesitation in saying that on a warm summer or autamn 
day, when the barbel are well " on," the angler, moored 
in his pant in a pretty reach of the river, and well sap< 
plied with all necessary creature comforts, has all the 
elements of one of the most enjoyable forms of Thames 
fishing. I must plead guilty to preferring the old style 
of barbel-fishing with the I^er. I say the "old style;" 
for thongh it has by no means gone oat^ very many 
modem barbel anglers affect the comparatively new 
tashion, called "Nottingham fishing," or "travelling." 
I have nothing to say against this style, which is 
certainly more artistic than legering, and at present 
more killing, especially when the still more recent device 
of allowing the bait to drag some inches on the bottom ia 
practised. Perhaps the fish have got too accustomed to 
the sight of the leger, jnst as a few years ago they got 
tired of greaves, and have since preferred lob-worms. 
It may be, after a few more seasons, they will get shy of 
the Nottingham tackle, and tired of worms, and recur 
Bgain to their greaves and leger. They are so very 
capricious that it is difficult to please them for very long 
together. I will acknowledge my weakness for that kind 
of fishing which gives least trouble; and Nottingham 
fishing involves much trouble compared with legering, 
"just as spinning for jack or trout is more trouble than 
live-baiting. I like being at peace in my punt (as far as 
is compatible with balancing oneself on a hard Windsor 
chair). To work a "traveller," either standing or 
sitting, on a hot day, is very trying ; but with the leger 
there is perfect rest and quietude. Your bait once 
thrown, you sit on your chair or on the well of the punt, 
with your arms resting on your thighs (at least this is 
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my " form "); in your right hand you olaap your rod, the 
top of which may, for further comfort, rest lightly on the 
edge of the punt, or, as I prefer, on my fiahing-tackle 
case ; in yonr left, between thumb and forefinger, your 
line, which you keep taut on your leger-bullet at the 
bottom of the water. And then you placidly wait, with 
half-closed eyes, in a delicious &emi-dreamy state, or using 
them to take in the beauties of nature round you (for you 
have no wretched float to watch), till a single, double, or 
triple tug giren by barbatua makes you concentrate all 
yout attention on your rod and line, and strike when the 
due moment has arrived. So sensitive are the fingers to 
the slightest touch of the line, that a barbel or any other 
fish merely turning over the bait with hia nose in a spirit 
of anziooB inquiry, unfavourable criticism, or simple play- 
fulness, is immediately felt, and the attempt of an old- 
st^er to suck or bite off the head or tail of the worm is 
at once commuaicated. The exquisite sensation of some- 
thing akin to a very slight galvanic shock is transmitted 
to the piscatorial brain and heart, which forthwith beats 
perceptibly quicker in the thrilling expectation that the 
premonitory twitching, or tremulonsness, or gentle " tap," 
will presently assume the onmistakable form of a definite 
seizure of, and attempt wholly to appropriate, the bait. 
The nervous excitement of the most pleasurable kind 
which the barbel angler experiences during these uncer- 
tain but hopeful moments is " better felt than described." 
It &r transcends that elicited by the bobbing of a float 
at the nibbling of a fish, and may even be compared to 
that produced by the splashing rise of a salmon or lusty 
trout at your fiy, if it does not actually exceed it. Indeed, 
it is a piscatorial sensation, partly mental and partly 
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bodily, which penetrates ad ima medulla, and, as the 
Devonshire folks say, mokes one " cream " from top 
to toe. 

The great diflicalty with the barbel-fisher is to deter- 
mine when to stiike — a matter on which no definite rules 
can be laid down, as this depends partly on the theory of 
the angler and partly on the hnmonr the fish are in on 
any particolar day. This, however, is certain, that when 
two sharp definite tugs have been given, or when the line, 
lightly held between the finger and thumb, is subjected 
to a sudden and prolonged " draw," you may safely 
strike, and strike with determination. Beyond this I 
shall say no more on the disputed question of " How to 
strike," whether by a sharp jerk or by a " sudden and 
prolonged droAt) " corresponding with the occasional ac- 
tion of the fish just mentioned; but the borbeUfisher 
must remember that he has a "lead" to move before the 
biting fish gets the full benefit of hia strike. 

Nor shall I enter into the vexed question of ground- 
baiting for barbel, whether it should be done at some 
considerable intervBl before fishing a swim, or proceed 
simultaneously wUh the fishing. For learned discussions 
on this point I would refer my readers to the pages of 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Pennell, both of whom have dis- 
cussed the subject, and, if called upon, are capable of 
writing as long disquisitions on it as Bishop Middleton 
has done on the Greek particle, and as Mr. Qladstone 
can do on anything or nothing. To record my own 
experience, I would say that I have had fair days' barbel- 
fishing, without previous baiting, only throwing in ground- 
bait in the shape of worms, and that tpoHngiy, as I fished. 
As to " previous" ground-baiting, I prefer expending my 
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dearly-purcliaaed or witli-difficulty-collected quarts of 
worms in the morning, twenty-four hours before I fish, 
rather than in the evening, twelve houra previously. 
If you throw your worms in jnst before nighty the 
" Tagrom " eel gets more than his fair share, and does 
not yield you a fair percentage on your outlay by getting 
caught in the morning. 

I am " free to confess " that I enjoy a good day's leger- 
fishing for btu-bel to any other day's fishing within reach 
of ordinary, or even extraordinary, mortals. It may be 
bad taste piscatorially — so "pity me, pity me, O my 
friends " and brother-anglers ! but I c^iuot help it. 
The barbel has a special fascination for me, and perhaps 
no inconsiderable element in this fascination is the fact 
that I have had but poor success hitherto at barbel-fiahing. 
I have pursued it for thirty years on the Thames — " on 
and off" — but the grand days have been " few and far 
between ; " and even the grand days have not been very 
grand in comparison of some my friends, and enemies too, 
have had. True, I took thirty-seven fish one day, on the 
Thames, at Penton Hook, and there were several over 
41bs., and one nearly scaled lOlbs.; and twenty a little 
below Monkey Island, in about an hour and a half, on 
auotherj and a dozen in abont the same time one after- 
noon in the Old river, between Datchet and Old Windsor 
Lock, the largest scaling 8 lbs. — and so forth; but what of 
all this compared with the scores of days I have devoted 
myself to barbel-fishing on the Thames, and the tons (I 
had almost said) of worms I have expended in the pursuit ? 

To speak plainly, barbel-fishing is almast as uncertain 
as hig carp-fishing; and a Thames or Trent barbel-fisher 
may as well make up his mind that, if he gets a good or 
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67611 /oil- 3a.y once out of a dozen expeditions, be mnst be 
aatiafied. I still lire in hope that some daj or other (for 
1 ahall still persevere in barbel-fishing on my beloved 
Thamea) I ehall have the take of barbel which will be 
recorded in all future books on angling, and make mj 
name much more famous than I can ever expect it wiU 
be as the author of these Notes. 
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NOTE xn. 

THC BBXAH. 

{Cyprinvt Brama, AhramU Brama, or Abramit Vulgaris.) 

" The hroad-tidt Bream." — Fruicis Quisles. 

" The treaehcrmu quill t'n thi* <W $tream 
Betray* the hunger of a Bream."— Ode to Walton, 

The Bream, or, as tbe Thames pmitsmen call him, " the 
brim," is anotlier distingnished member of the OyprinidcB 
family. 

I find the word in several languages, br being the 
distingnishing letters. Thus, the Old High German 
brahgema, the Dutch braaeem, and the French breme; 
bot where the br originally came from, or why the genns 
was called brcmia, I cannot make out. 

There are three kinds of bream fonnd in Enrope — the 
first, the Pomeranian Bream, or Ahramia buggenhagii — a 
very scarce fish in our waters, as it deserves to be with 
snch a horrid name attached to it ; the second the common, 
or Carp-Bream {sometimes called the Golden Bream), 
Abramie hrcuma; and the third the White Bream, or 
Bream-fiat, AbramiB llicca. The two latter are scattered 



THE BHBAM. 275 

more or less over the waters of Great Britain, but it ia 
with the carp-bream I shall have here to do. The white 
bream is a fish hardly worth pens, ink, and paper. It 
seldom exceeds a pound in weight, and though its colouring 
is pretty enough, being very silvery, it is covered with an 
indescribably nasty slime, something like starch, and 
almost as difGcnlt to get oflF the fingers as bird-lime. When 
I used to fish in Dagenham Gulf, which swarmed — as 
indeed it does now — with these fish, and as a boy had no 
natural horror of anything nasty, I well remember my 
dislike to these fish, and was always disappointed when 
one turned up instead of a roaoh or perch. I therefore 
dismiss Abramis hltcca, and those who take the trouble to 
read this Note will kindly remember that when I use the 
word bream I mean the carp-bream. 

There is not much ichthyological interest attaching to 
the bream. He is not a handsome fish by any means, 
and though he is called " goldeu," his gold is of a very 
dull character, and he is not free from that objectionable 
alime that distinguishes his cousin the white bream. By 
the way, was the carp-bream originally a cross between 
the common carp and the white bream ? I should think 
8o, as he seems to get his " golden " colour from the for- 
mer and his slimy coating from the latter. He grows 
quickly in suitable water, and when he attains the weight 
of 8 lbs. or 4 lbs, he is by no means unlike a pair 
of bellows in shape, being almost as deep as he is long, 
and hence he is called in some districts the "bellows" 
fish. In some parts of Europe bream have been known 
to attain the weight of 20 lbs., and it is recorded that, in 
1 749, 5000 were taken out of a lake in Sweden at one 
haul, the aggregate weight of which was 18,000 lbs, Iq 
T 2 
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oar best waters I question whether a bream of 10 lbs. has 
ever been taken, bat certainly some have approximated 
to this weight. I have heard that 12 lb. fifdi have been 
taken in Loch Erne, and there is a legend that one of 
17 lbs. was once taken in the Trent. I have seen a 71b. 
fish from the Thames at Datchet ; but this is not by any 
means an extraordinary weight in some of the Bedfordshire 
waters. In the private water at Blackheath, which I 
mentioned in my Note on carp, I have caught many 
scaling between 4 lbs. and €lbs. ; bat, on the whole, 
an angler may be satisfied if he catches fish over 
3 lbs., even in good water. An angler will always 
remember the day he has the good fortune to take a brace 
of four-ponnders. Bream, like carp, are wonderfully 
tenacious of life, and I have read that they will bear 
transporting to a great distance, providing they are 
carefully packed in straw, with a morsel of bread steeped 
in alcohol placed in their mouths. 

Bream are well distributed over Central Europe, but 
they are by no means so common in the British Isles as 
carp and tench. They frequent deep, still waters, where 
weeds and mad abound, bat I think they prefer a slight 
stream to absolutely stagnant water. Bedfordshire is 
famous for them, the deep, sluggish streams of that county- 
being exactly to their taste. The Ouse is decidedly the 
best bream river in England, The Norfolk Broads have 
of old been one of their most favourite localities. The 
Pnlborough and Amberley waters, so largely resorted to 
by London anglers, contain many and good fish of this 
genus. The reservoirs, such as that at the "Welsh 
Harp," are fairly supplied with them. The Lea produces 
fine specimens, but not in large quantities; while the 
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proIi6c Thames, which holds almost every fresh-water 
fish in this coiintty, also has its bream. But in the 
last-named river they are distributed sporadically, some 
districts being entirely without them. They are taken in 
the tideway as low down as Richmond; but upwards I 
cannot remember having ever heard of them above Marlow . 
The best dbtrict for them is between Hampton and 
Chertsey, the Walton and Shepperton waters being the 
most productive of all. They are a comparatively recent 
introduction into the river; and my idea is that they 
originally got into it from some overflowing of the Way, as 
the carp did, not so many yeara ago, owing to an overflow- 
ing of Virginia Water. Not long ago two consignments of 
fine bream were brought from the Bedfordshire Ouse and 
safely deposited in the Thames in the deep water above 
Boulter's Lock at Maidenhead, through the kindness of 
the Bedford Angling Club, which in return was presented 
with some barbel by the Maidenhead fishermen for trans- 
portation to the Ouse. This is a movement in the right 
direction, and might moat advant^eously be extended- 
There must, too, be scores of private ponds within easy 
distance of the Thames overstocked with bream, the 
owners of which, I am sure, would readily give permiasiou 
to the Thames Angling and other Associations to take 
some of the fish and turn them into the river. There are 
many Thames districts now untenanted by bream, having 
deep and comparatively slow waters admirably suited for 
this fish. It might also be advisable to net a few bream 
in the districts where they already most abound, and 
transfer them to others not yet so colonized. 

Here let me add a curious fact in the natural history of 
the bream which I had almost forgotten. In the spawn- 
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ing time, wliich eztenda throngh Jnne and July, acoordmg 
to the season and nature of tlie water, each female is 
attended by three or four malea ; and thus the order ot 
things which obtains in the Mormon " Church " (save the 
mark !) is reversed among the bream community. 

And what shall I say of the bream gastronomically ? I 
shall say, or rather beg it to be understood that I say, all 
I have said or implied of barbel, carp, and tench, as an 
opsophagist. According to my taste, the bream is equally 
bad aa, or more Kibemico, " equally worse," than the 
coarse fish jnst named. I am aware, however, that the 
bream has his apologists, and even partisans. The oft- 
qnoted Juliana Bemers says that " the breme is a noble 
fysshe and a deynteons." We read in Chaucer, commen- 
datory, as it would seem, of the fowl and fish in store fbr 
eating — ■ 

" JTull mBiif a fwr partricli had hee on mewe. 
And many a brome, and man)' a luce in stewe." 

There is a French proverb, too, which says, " Qui a 
breme pent hramer ses arms," which I suppose is the same 
as that mentioned by old Izaak Walton in these words (aa 
far as I recollect) : " He that hath bream in his pond hath 
always a welcome for his guest." The great Cuvier goes 
as far as to say that the bream is a " moderately good " 
fish, and I believe the French even at the present day 
hold it in some degree of eatimation, while some connois- 
seors have ventured to declare for " a carp's head, a 
bream's middle, and a pike's tail," though, afber all, this 
dictum may be taken rather as a relative comparison o£ 
the different sections of poor fish than as an absolute com- 
mendation of any. I will have no part of him, head, tail. 
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or middle. Tbe wkole fist is iosipid ia the extreme, aai, 
as Bloch 8873, " when taken out of mnddy waters, has & 
most deteslahle flaTonr." One writer has Tentared to 
name what this exact flavour really is, for, after Baying 
that the bream ia in shape much like a pair of bellows, 
he adds, "and much the same in flavour." How he 
arrired at this conclusion I cannot say^ unless he experi- 
mented on bellows gastronomicallyj as enterprising toxi- 
cologists take doses of poison ; bnt still I would engf^ 
myself to serve up the well-stewed leather and even grated 
wood of a pair of bellows (leaving out the brass nails) 
with onions or curry, and present a more palatable dish 
than a bream could ever be converted into. The truth 
is, I have remarked heretofore, our tastes are much more 
educated than those of our forefathers, and the time has 
gone by, never to return, for a stewed carp to be regarded 
aa a dainty dish, as it was in the Tudor period, or for 
bream to be kept in ponds or sluices aa "welcomes" for 
our iriends. Fancy any sane man in this latter half of 
the nineteenth century "welcoming" his friend and 
" guest " with a dish of bream 1 He would as sorely 
convert him into an enemy as would the wives of our 
bosoms make the domestic mahogany to be abhorred of 
us if they persisted in presenting ns with " cold matton 
agsiu " on Sundays. But as many an angler insists on 
eating somewhat of the flsh he takes, let him kill his 
bream as soon as taken; let him behead it and "betail" 
it, and lay it open from gills to veut, even unto the dorsal 
fin ; let him clean it well with water, rub it with salt or 
lemon, again clean it with water, wipe it with a dry cloth, 
and then let it lie in the sun and air for the flesh to harden 
somewhat and haply some of the evil humours to escape. 
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At least let him do all tliis directly he gets his Ssh home. 
After exposm^ to the sun and air, let Tiitt not wet it with 
water ag^ain, hut broil it as it is, or fiy with bread-crumbs 
(the former for choice), and eat with the best appetite he 
may. Bot with all this previous manipalation, or after 
carrTing out one of the many recondite recipes for cooking 
a bream to be found in cookery books, and which we ere 
BBsnred make it a most toothsome fish, oar Abramis brama 
is a very poor comestible — 

" The flabby Bollds fill'd with treacherons boDes " 

being, at least in my opinion, hardly fit food for Christian 
man, woman, or child, whatever English Israelites may 
think of it. 

Viewed as a fish conducing to the sport of anglers, the 
bream may be well spoken of. Though not a particularly 
plucky and long-fighting fish, like the barbel, he is a very 
strong fish, his deep sides enabling him to offer great 
i-esistance, as the large fins of a barbel do for that fish. 
He makes bold, strong; determined rushes when Jtrst 
hooked, and a young angler with anything like fine tackle 
will hare his nerve and skill well tested in landing a four- 
pounder. He is a shy and timid fish, and almost aa crafty 
as an old carp, and very capricious as to his feeding, while 
of all fish he is perhaps the m<»t light and delicate in his 
biting, and the larger he is the more tenderly does he 
seem to take the bait. Ordinary float-tackle, such as 
that used for roach, serves for bream, and in rivers where 
it can be used the " Nottingham " tackle may be employed 
with advantage, while big bream are often taken on the 
" leger." In float-fishing the hook should not be very 
large, as the bream has a much smaller mouth than many 
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other fish. The bait should be as near the ground as 
possible, and it is often found that bream will take it 
when dragging some inches on the bottom itself. Almost 
all the baits used for roach, perch, and barbel will kill 
bream, but certainly in the Thames none are better than 
the tail of a lobworm, the favourite bait of so many Thames 
fish. When the angler ia trying almost exclusively for 
bream, he should strike on the slightest indication of a 
bite, for, as I it&ve just said, the bream is a most delicate 
biter : but I must notice that a great authority saya that 
you must give the bream plenty of time, because he loves 
to suck a bait in his lips before he really takes it, and 
because also he has a small mouth and prefers big baits. 
Groundb^t of broken worms, carrion gentles, and bran 
should be used in bream<fishing, and thrown into the 
hole or swim overnight. If possible the poles to which 
the boat or punt is to be moored the next day should be 
fixed at the same time, so that the spot can be approached 
quietly. The bream is most sensitive to the vibration of 
sound, and, like other fish, to no vibration more so than 
to that produced by the feet on the floor of a boat or 
punt. I would therefore advise bream anglers' to wear 
goloshes or list slippers, as I have advised in big carp 
fishing. Loud talking has not half the bad result as 
the vibration of sound conducted by the boat or punt 
into the water, the effect of the former partly passing 
away into the air. Let the bream fisherman, therefore, 
lay it down as a golden rule that quietness is a sine qua 
non for successful " breaming." Large takes of bream 
are often had in the Bedfordshire waters and the Norfolk 
Broads ; but bream are almost as uncertain as barbel as 
to their being " on," though carefully gronndbaited for; 
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and they have a etmnge tendency to shift their qnsrterB, 
and it has often been found that a hole or swim which has 
for weeks perhaps been frequented hy shoals of bream, 
becomes suddenly tenantless. FFom July to October is 
the bream season, though they may be often taken during 
the winter months, and, indeed, to the end of February. 
September is the beat month of all, bat the warmer the 
day the better, only remember that in the morning and 
evening hours of such days the fish feed best. 
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THE CHUB. 

{Offprinus Cephalut, or LeucUeai Cephaltu.) 



" The Ghab, vshote neater tiame which lorae a Ckevtn call." 
Michael Dbatton. 

" Oh, it it a great logger-headed Chuh 1 '' 

" Hacator " in Waltok. 

Tkb Chab is yet another " Carp ; " and as he seems " set 
upon" by more than one angler and ichthyologist^ he 
has my sympathies. Naturalists have made the Leudsci 
(XeuKO! " white "), or " White Pish," a snb-genns of the 
Gyprinidce family. Hence our Chub is called Gyprinus 
or LencUiyus, with the additional title of C^halue, which 
has been given to him on accoant of the size of his 
"head" — in the Greek liephaloa, («e^Xo?) Latinized into 
eephalus. The etymology is clear enough; but I take 
the liberty of strongly objecting to it. I never thought 
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tlie fisli happily, or indeed fairly, named ; for thoagh he 
certfflnly has a large head, it is not so abnormally large as 
to justify this Feature being fixed apon to give bim a dis- 
tinctive appellation. A small ohub is so like a dace (one 
of the most symmetrical fish that swims) that unless one 
knows ichthyologically the different marking of the fins, it 
is very difficult to distingniah one from the other ; sad 
when be baa grown to fnll chubhood his bead, though 
large, does not seem mncb, if at all, oat of proportion to 
bis body. Take a five-^inch cbqb and a five-inch dace in 
your band, or contemplate a "Cat" of chab and dace, 
and yon will not notice any great difference as to the 
proportionate size of their heads. The chub has been 
sometimes called "The large-beaded Dace;" bat I ques- 
tion the propriety of the nomenclature. I know there is 
a variety of opinion as to the claims of the chub to be a 
good>looking fish. The learned Dr. Badham, to whom I 
bare so often referred in my notes, only devotes three 
lines to this fish, and speaks wibb apparent contempt of 
his "obese body, empty head, and inflated face," and 
suggests that these "fishy" characteristics "helped the 
Stratford bard to the simile " contained in the following 
lines: — 

" I Dever saw a fool leui ; the chuh-faced fop 
Shioes alwk with foll-cnuiuii'd bt of happiueaa." 

Now I shall venture to say that, in my opinion. Dr. 
Badbam is as ankiad towards the personal appearance of 
our chub as be is certainly incorrect in attributing his 
quotation to the " Stratford bard," for it was not Shake- 
speare who wrote the lines, but Marston, the dramatist, 
and friend of Ben Jonson, in his Antonio's Revenge, 
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Another writer says, " The chab is a strong, compact, 
bnt rather clninsily-built fish." Thia is less abusive, bat 
hardly flattering to out Cyprinxis ctpkalus. Mr. Ohol- 
mondeley Fennell, I see, though he speaks of the chub 
as "somewhat slow and clumsy in its movements and 
appearance," yet adds that he is " withal a stately and 
handsome fish when large and in good condition ; " 
and Mr. Francis boldly begins his chapter on chub 
thus : " The chub is a well-shaped, handsome-looking 
member of the carp tribe." Indeed, I think a chub, 
say of 3 lbs. or 4 Ibs^, is altogether one of the 
beat-looking fresh-water fish vre have, and more sym- 
metrical than his big cousins the carp, the barbel, or the 
bream. It is a downright libel to stigmatize his head as 
so monstrous and ill-shapen, though I must admit his 
mouth is a little too big to be proportionate, and that he 
loofcs somewhat big-headed when you confront him " full- 
face." I feel quite angry with a class of piscatorial 
writers who invariably call chub "loggerheads," though 
they have Walton's authority for the term. It is an 
opprobriona name, which of course attributes to the 
chub a head as thick, heavy, and misshapen as a log. 
However, I do not for a moment suppose that any 
protesting on my part will put down this unjust appel- 
lation. It is no use kicking against the pricks ; and 
even if I could get the term "loggerheads" univer- 
sally suppressed, cephalus and " chub " would still 
stick to our Leiiciseus. Indeed, there seems a general 
etymological conspiracy among nations to designate this 
fish, so to speak, by his " head." Thus, in the old Saxon, 
we have him called cop or oo^, which is evidently con- 
nected with caput, Tcephalos, cephalus. Then there is the 
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French dwhot, by which name the fish is called across 
the Channel j and even the h&rrnless Swedes term him 
kuhb, which signifies a " short and thick piece of wood," 
and, applied to the fish, is their equivalent to onr " log- 
gerhead." " Obeven," " chevin," or " chavender " are 
the names hy which old Father Izaak delighted to call 
him, and by the two first of which he is still known in 
some districts — names connected with the above, or 
coming more direct perhaps from the French chef, a "head," 
from caput, though only nsed metaphorically. The Welsh 
perpetuate the libel by calling the chub pend, "pen" 
meaning a " head ;" but what is the origin of their other 
term for him, cochga/rtgen, I know not. Nor do I know 
whence a writer in the Daily Telegraph, in a recent article 
on fishing, gets the term "chuckle-headed," which.it 
pleases him to apply as a term of reproach to the poor 
chub. Ilie Scotch call him shelly, which (I shall hazard 
the conjecture) is a form of "skully," from "skull." 
Queere, — Can there possibly be any connexion between 
ehMh and cherub ? Cherubs, according to the paintings 
of old masters, have " chubby " (cherubby) faces, i. e., 
pleasantly fai. And can it be possible after all that our 
forefathers gave the name chuh to the fish by way of 
compliment, and to signify that he was the cA«ruii-fish, 
or fish with the sweet fai face ? Bnt here I must stop my 
etymolc^ical pen. 

lohthyologically, there is not much to be said of the 
ohttb } but it has often struck me, on looking at one of 
these fish, that they are wanting in distinctivenesa as a 
class. I do not mean to suggest that they are hybrids, 
bnt they seem to me to want the marked differences 
which distingnish most other fish, and to present a kind 
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of nondescript appearance (aa I have remarked of the 
grayling), which may almost be called a mixtm* of 
roach and dace with a dash of carp. But perhaps this 
again is a mere fancy. The worst that can be said 
of a chub is that he is a somewhat coarse and Tulgar- 
looking fish, and has an ngly mouth when you look at 
him straight in the face. Chub spawn generally early in 
May, after which they betake themselves to the moat 
rapid parts of the rirer. Towards the middle of June 
they move into deeper and quieter waters, preferring 
those overhang by trees and bushes. The almost black 
tint of the back and tail fin specially diatingoish the 
chub from his cousins the roach and dace, 

Chub are found in most rivers in England ; seldom in 
lakes or ponds, noless a small stream finds its way through 
them. A moderately swift stream seems to suit them 
best; but they abound also in many rapid trout and 
salmon rivers throughout the kingdom, much to the 
lumoyance of anglers when intent on higher game ; for 
what is a chub, he he a very monster of his kind, when 
<>ompared with Salmo aaJ^ir or Sahno fario ? The parts 
of rivers they afiect are deep quiet holes, overhanging 
banks, especially where there are old piles, brickwork, 
and planking, or a gentle run beneath the boughs of 
trees i but it should be noted that they like a gravelly 
bottom, and eschew mud. At times, however, it pleases 
tbem to frequent swift shallows, mill-races, and the rush- 
ing waters of the weirs, particularly when cleaning them- 
selves after spawning in the month of June, aa Thames 
anglers are aware. It is in July and August that they 
especially frequent the water beneath boughs, but later 
on they are more or less in the barbel swims and 
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in water of medium depth outside lines of overhanging 
boughs. 

Chub grow quickly, but seldom attain the weight of 
barbel, carp, or even bream^ On the Continent ten-pound 
fish are to be met with, but I donbt whether there is a 
chub of this weight in her gracions Majesty's dominions. 
Seven pounds would probably be the highest weight tbey 
attain here j and in the Thames, which is perhaps aa good 
a chub river as we have, I wonld venture to say that tiiere 
are not a score of seven-pounders between Teddington 
and Cricklade. A six-pound fish is a veritable prize for an 
angl^, and a five-pounder a great triumph. Piscatormay 
be well content with one of 4 lbs. As regards the 
Thames, I fancy that there are not nearly so many or so 
large chub as there were twenty-five years ago, when a five 
or six pounder was not the rarity it now is. This, I think, 
is partly to be accounted for by the increase of rowing- 
boats on the river, and especially of the anglers' abomi- 
nations, the steam launches. The chub is essentially a 
shy fishj and will not flourish where he is mnch disturbed. 
Perhaps, too, the stock is kept down by the increased 
number of anglers who make the chub their special 
quarry. The fact, however, is to be noted as a singular 
one, for I believe that this is the only kind of fish 
which in the Thames has decreased in numbers of late 
years. 

The gastronomical paragraph now follows in due course, 
but it shall be a short one, for in my previous denuncia- 
tions of several of onr " coarse " fish as articles of food I 
have, by anticipation, condemned the chub. I am ready, 
as I have shown myself, to support the chnb against his 
nicknamers and the detractors of his ontward person; 
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but I have nob a word to say in favour of his flesh, boiled, 
fried, or broiled. Walton seeius " to beat aboab the 
bush" as regards the edibility of a chub, and aa he 
dramatizes his discourse, he has erery facility for so 
doing. Says " Venator," — " Oh, sir, a chnb is the worst 
fish that swims;" to whom in answer "Piscator," — 
" Though a chub be by you and many others reckoned 
the worst of fish, yet you shall see I'll make it a good 
dish by dressing it." After the "hostess" has dressed 
it, and grace has been said, and the anglers have " fallen " 
to their supper, " Venator " ia made to say, " 'Tis as good 
meat as I ever tasted." But later on, when " Piscator " 
(Walton) disconrseUi more folly on the chub, he saith, 
" The chub, though he eat well thus dressed, yet as he is 
Qsnally dressed, he does not. He is objected against, not 
only for being fall of small forked bones, dispersed 
through all his body, but that he eats waterish, and that 
the flesh of him is not firm, bat short and tasteless." On 
another occasion, when " Venator " asks, " What shall be 
done with my chnb?" "Piscator" answereth, "Marry, 
sir, it shall be given away to some poor body." A 
dictionary I have just referred to is somewhat cautious, 
and says, "It is not considered a great dainty." A 
modem angler of the highest repate, who does his best, 
gaatronomically, to uphold fresh-water fish, and at whose 
house (cold) roach baked in a pie-dish with spices and 
bay leaves are often on table, declares agunst the chub 
as "watery, coarse, and tasteless;" but, after referring 
to Izaak Walton's recipe for cooking him, says that 
" small chub of some half-pound weight, if crimped and 
fried dry, are not so bad aa the fish is generally repre- 
sented." Another writer, with whom I am much more 

o 
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in accord, says, " His flesh is woolly and watery, and 
has a nasty sweetness about it which is absolutely 
nauseous." The French call the chab "un mlain," and 
if they, who can make a toothsome dish out of almost 
anything or nothing, gastronomically condemn him, who 
shall dare to eay a word in his favour ? However, as I 
have remarked in reference to other fish, anglers will 
insist on eating of their spoil. Let them, therefore, clean 
this fish as soon as possible after being taken^ split open, 
rub with salt or lemon, and then dry for some hours 
before cooking ; and, above all, let them remember that 
a chub he^t for a single nigid uncleaned is absolutely 
unedible. 

From an angler's point of view, the chub, as a fish for 
sport, is by no means to be despised, though he is not so 
strong, plucky, and determined as some others when 
hooked. Izask Walton, had evidently a special fancy for 
fishing for the wary "ohevin," probably because he 
appreciated its fairly sportive character. There is this 
peculiarity about the chub, namely, that no other fish can 
be captured in such a variety of methods and with such a 
variety of baits. On the Thames they are frequently 
taken in the month of May when spinning or using a lire 
bait for trout. Not that the angler wants them then ; 
for, in the first place, they are not in season, and in the 
- second they cause him painful disappointment by inspiring 
the hope that he has hooked a veritable Thames trout. 
If there be a time and justification for applying the 
opprobrious term " loggerhead " to a chub, it is when he 
attaches himself to your line in place of the much-desired 
/ario. 

July and August are the months for fly-fishing for chub 
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on the Thames ; and the moming and ereDmg, especially 
the latter, are the best times of the day ; but when the fish 
are in a rising humoor they will take the flyall daylong,aiid 
that, too, Dnder the most brilliant sun. Yoa may rise chub 
on the shallows and io mid-stream ; but in the months just 
mentioned they are mostly under boughs, ^hen the stream 
is not too rapid. You must, however, know thetr special 
hannts, or have some one with you who does. You mnst 
be a good hand, too, at casting a fly, for it is necessary to 
keep at a pretty long distance and to drop yoor " deceit " 
as near the edge of the bonghs as possible ; indeed, if you 
can drop it on a bough, or rather an outside leaf, and t\eia 
bya tremulooa shake of the line cause it to fall like a natural 
fly into the water, so much the better chance have you of 
luring a fish from his hover. There are a variety of flies 
which come under the denomination of ohnb flies, some 
made to imitate the natural insect and some " &ncy " 
flies. They mnstj however, all be large and well hackled. 
The "Marlow boKs" and the "Marlow crow" are two 
well-known flies ; and Mr. Pennell'a " sweep " is 
undeniably goodj but black and red "palmers" will 
generally do execution. But whatever fly you use, attach 
to the bend of the hook a narrow strip of white kid, about 
half or three-quarters of an inch long. There is some 
occult reason, which perhaps some day maybe explained, 
why this appendage adds attraction to the fly ; it certainly 
is the case, as those especially well know who have fly- 
fished for the rudd at Slapton Lea. Most men nse a 
double-handed fly-rod for "chubbing," but I have found 
a single-handed one do very well, and it saves a great 
deal of labour on a hot day. When yon have a careful 
man to punt or row yon gently down streamj keeping yoa 
V 2 
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at a proper distance from the bonglis, and tlie chvib rise 
fairly, the sport is by no means to be despised. 

DoringJolyand August, too, "daping," or "dapping" 
(connected, I suppose, with the verb to "dab"), iain 
vogue for chub ; bat it TTanta a master of the art to prac- 
tise it successfully. Consummate observation, caution, 
care, and patience are part of the stock-in-trade needed. 
Old Walton was evidently a " dapper." . To secrete oneself 
and get one's bait into the water, clear of boughs and 
bushes, without scaring the most shy, perhaps, of all fish, 
and then work it properly, will tax the powers of the best 
of anglers. For " daping " all sorts of creatures are 
used, such as cockchafers, grasshoppers, beetles, hxge 
flies of all kinds, humble bees, ei id getius omne, not 
forgetting the lively frog. I have the highest regard 
for a good " daper," partly, perhaps, because I have not 
the patience and perseverance to be one myself. 

Chub are often caught in considerable quantities when 
roat^-flshing, and on the leger when barbel-fishing 
with lobworms. But float-fishing for chub according 
to the Nottingham method with the "traveller" is, 
after fly-fishing, the moat artistic and often the most 
snccessful method of capturing our Oyprinus cephalus. 
For this you want a moderately swift) swim, about three 
to five feet deep and with a level bottom, and it should 
run along a line of boughs or bushes. When chub are 
fairly on, for this style of fishing almost any baits will 
answer, but greaves, cheese, and "pith" are the best. 
The latter has shown itself a very killing bait of late 
years, being the spinal marrow of a bullock, and with this 
bullock's brains shonld be used as gronnd-bait. The^ 
require, however, some preparation before use, and this is 
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best left to your fiahermaii, who will in the orthodox 
manner chew and spit from his month the brains for 
gTonndbait while yon are fishing. By this method the 
largest tabes of chub are had, and the largest fish 
caught. 

There ia more than one English family which has the 
chub aa part of its heraldic devices ; and Mr. Chubb, the 
world renowned lock and safe maker, and at the same time 
a most enthusiastic angler, has adopted the fish as bis 
" trade- mark." 
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NOTE xrv. 

THE BOACa. 

{Cg^rintu Eutilut, or ZewUcut Eutilui.) 
" The Soaeh, lehote eomjuon kind to everg flood doth fall." 

ViCHAEL DeATTON. 

" Untoary Soaeh the sandy bottom choose." 

Anotheb Lewdecus, and a fish whicli seems as difficult to 
describe as a grayling. Tairell assigns to the roach many 
more colours than are in the rainbow. Thns: "Thecolonr 
of the npper part of the head and back is dusky green, 
with blue reflections, becoming lighter on the sides, and 
passing into silvery white on the belly ; the iridea yellow, 
cheeks and gill-corers silvery white; dorsal and caudal 
fine pale brown, tinged with red ; pectoral fins orange red; 
ventral and anal fins bright red; the scales are rather 
large, marked with consecutive and radiating lines." 
Another description makes his head " bluish green," his 
dorsal and caudal fins " dusky, tinged with red ;" the anal, 
pectoral, and ventral fins " bright red," and the irides 
" bright yellow.'^ Another, his back "greenish." Another 
Bays that the roach " is known at once by his bright red 
colour, and especially by the marked redness of his eye ;" 
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wliile Mr. Pennell observes that " the prevailing colour 
of tte roach is silvern." 

From the above it will be seen that there is no small 
difficulty in describing the roacb chromaticallj ; and I 
imagine that a painter who had never seen a roach, and 
had only these and other descriptions before him, would 
have some troublo iu colouriug his subject. But this need 
not distress iis. Most of us know pretty well what a 
roach ia like, and, deecriptionallyj we need not be nice to 
a shade. 

I must, however, humbly submit some objections to 
his ichthyological uame—Leudscus ruHlus. Of coarse, 
he is rightly called Cyprintis, for he is an undeniable carp, 
aa to family. I can allow the propriety of Leudscas, or 
" white " fish, for he is a white fiah — and so, by the way, 
are some others which are not called Leudsci ; but as for 
ruUlus appended, if it is used in its original signification 
of " red," with the further idea of inclining to a golden 
yellow (see Latin Die), the term is not a happy one. 
Though he has some red about him, he has hardly enough 
to warrant ruUlus as a distinctive appellation. He is not 
nearly so markedly red as, for instance, a perch is as to 
his fins. He is not "known at once by hia bright-red 
colour," aa one of the authors above quoted says. 

The ntdd, which ia sometimes confounded with the 
roach, has a far better title to be called rutilus, for his 
eyes and fins are tinted with different shades of red, 
crimson, and orange scarlet, and hia prevailing tint ia 
golden with a reddish-orange hue. If the roach is to be 
called ruHlMs, the rudd has a right to be called rutiUor, 
though perhaps he may for the present be contented with 
the classical name given him, erythropthalmus, which 
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Bignifiea "red-eye," according to its Greek etymology. 
By the way, fishermea who want to make the special 
acquaintance of rudd had better betake themselves to 
Slapton Lea, and fly-fish for them on the sandy shallows 
in the summer months. I am almost afraid to say how 
many score I hare taken there in a few hoars with a 
single-banded fly-rod and common red-palmer fly, bat 
remember with a small piece of white kid glove the size 
of a gentle flying ou the bend of the hook. Erytkrop- 
thalniuB at Slapton mas np to 2 lbs., is &ir1y sportive, but 
is such an easy prey to the seductive kid, that fishing for 
him loses part of its interest. The Bev. Moses Browne 
thus sings the rudd : — 

" The md, a kind of roach, all tinged with gold. 
Strong, broad, and thick, moat lovely to behold." 

But to return to the term ruHlns, If it is applied to 
the roach in its secondary meaning, as "shining," " glit- 
tering " (again see Latin Die), it is a weak term; for 
though the roach is " shining " and " glittering " enoagh 
in his way, there are many fish more so in theirs. I 
always have looked on our friend aa a bold and handsome 
fish, whatever be the propriety of his Latin name or the 
true description of his colooring ; and I have always had 
an idea that he looks a masculine fish, wliile the silver- 
dace (Leudteua vulgaris) looks feminine, though by no 
means "common" or "vulgar;^' and the chub (Leucisctis 
cepkaitiB) neuter. But perhaps this is a mere foolish 
fancy. Our roach is also called the "red dace;" and 
perhaps, after all, he is called rutilue simply from the 
colour of his fins. 

And now I am on the edge of another etymological 
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pitfall. Why ia the roach called the " roach " ? A very 
good anawer to thia ia because he almaya has been called 
the "roach." Our Aiiglo-Saxon forefathers called him 
reohha, reohche, keoce; the Dutch rog, roch; the Danes 
roMs ; the Swedes, rocka ; the Germans, roehe and rueke. 
This is " good enoQgh ; " and I do not care to go farther 
afield. 

Bat I mnst further ask whence the origin of the aaying, 
" Sound as a roach " ? I do not know that the roach is 
Bomider than any other fish; but I do know that be is 
enhject to more piscine diseases than the majority of 
them. Dr. Badbani, in his Ftsh Tattle, says that the 
proverb, " Sound as a roach," has its origin from our 
friend's " iriaky movementa, which have caused him to be 
conaidered as the fit emblem of robnat health." Oh, most 
learned and most amusing Fish Tattler 1 You must be 
wrong for once ; or are you only having a joke with yonr 
readers ? Tou cannot be really serious ! Your explana- 
tion is not as " sound as a roach " or " as a bell." It 
sounds like a bull. You only escape the righteous indig- 
nation of all reasonable beings by mentioning in a note 
another explanation, which refers the proverb to the 
reputed power of St. Roche miraculously to cur^ diseases, 
whence "aoond as a roche" by metonymy meant "sound 
as one of St. Koche's patients," and was afterwards cor- 
rupted into " sound as a roach." In the older ichthyo- 
logical worka onr Leueiscus ruHlus waa called roche, and 
it is by no means improbable that the original and true 
reading of the proverb waa " sound aa a rock," from the 
French roche. 

Our Leutdecus, humble fish though he be, is found, like 
other fish, in heraldry. He honours, or is honoured by. 
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the family of De la" Roche, which bears "three roach 
naiant in pale, argent," for its arms. 

The size a roach will attain is easily stated — seldom 
2 lbs., never S lbs. — thongh I have a record in print of one 
exceediDg the latter weight by loz., and said to have 
been captored in the Lea in November, 1875, and there- 
fore thdise who always believe what they see in print will 
accept the statement as a fact. I know, also, that Pen- 
nant records a roach of 5 lbs. 1 Some years ago a reward 
was offered by the Piscatorial Society for a 2 lb. fish, bnt 
whether this was limited to Thames roach or not, I cannot 
remember. That 2 lb. roach exist in many waters, and 
that many over this weight have been canghb dnring the 
last year or two, is certain. Some little time back a brace 
over this weight were exhibited, preserved in a case, in 
the window of the Field office. I do not know that a 
Thames roach has been caaght scaling over 2 lbs. I cer- 
tainly never cangbt one of that weight in my favourite 
river nor elsewhere, nor have I ever seen one caught j but 
I well remember one April, some years ago, when fishing 
the tront and grayling waters about Wilton, that cart- 
loads of white fish were netted out of the Nadder and 
Wylie, and were lying in heaps on the banks j and I can 
safely say that there were scores of roach among them over 
this desirable weight. A half-pound roach is a sizeable fish ; 
a pounder should make the angler's heart rejoice ; and he 
may consider himself a piscatorial hero for the remainder 
of tbe season, or, indeed, for the term of his natural life, 
when he baskets one of 2 lbs. If he captures one of 3 lbs., 
he deserves to be put in a glass case as much as the fish. 
The roach varies considerably in shape, according to his size. 
When about a quarter of a pound, he is not a deep fish ; iu 
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fact, not mnch deeper than a. fall-sized dace. The cat 
at the head of this Note may be taken to represent 
snch a fish. Bat as he progresses towards 2 lbs., he 
becomes almost as deep as he is long. 

The roach gastronomically is " flat, stale, and nnprofit- 
able." I hand him over, -with all his flabby, woolly fibre, 
his innumerable and strong bones, and his sapremely 
mnddy flavoar, to enthasiastic Christian ichthyophagists 
and to the Jews. Indeed, " Porcis {or pawns, which will 
do just as well) comedenda relinquo." Dame Bemers 
says, " Yf he be fatt .... thenne is he good mete ; " 
and other aathors, from her time downwards, have com- 
mended the roach. But they do not influence me with 
their commendations, and I am proof even against the 
word of one of the best anglers, best sportsmen, and most 
learned opeophagiat in the kingdom, who assured me that 
roach baked in layers in a pie-dish, with bay-leaves and a 
little spice between them, were moat excellent. I had not 
even the enterprise to taste the dish (cold) which was on 
his breakfast-tikble one morning, so definitely is my mind 
made up on the subject. Anglers of the "working class" 
eat them, and say they like them, but anglers, as I have 
more than once remarked, often feel compelled to take 
this line. I do not think their children will say the same 
thing — at least, they won't feel the same thing — after 
being properly and testhetically educated by the omnipo- 
tent School Boards. Even Walton shrinks from a roach, 
and says, " He is a fish of no great reputation for his dainty 
taste." 

The art of roach-fishing rightly holds a high place in 
the angler's estimation. Any one can catch the half-bred 
and half-starved roach of a muddy and weedy pond, and 
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I dare say Dame Berners spoke rightly of the tmedacated 
fiah of her day when ahe said " the roohe is an easy fysshe 
to take." Probably too Walton was justified in speaking 
of the roach of his day as being " accoouted the water-she^ 
for his simplicity or foolishness." Bnt a river roach, say 
of the Thames, or Colne, or Trent, of our era is a very 
different fiah, and he is not to be had by any tyro. He 
has, too, his times and seasons, bis " offs " and " ons," 
and the general capriciousness of the scaly tribes, being 
subject to all kinds of atmospheric and terrestrial influences, 
which aOect both the time and manner of his taking a 
bait. Moreover the roach of a much-fished river like the 
Thames are h^hly educated now-a-days, and are pretty 
wide awake to the fisherman's proceedings, the fijdng of 
the punt, the plumbing the depth, and the scattering of 
the ground-bait. Of course the latter attracts them, and 
they come to " see what's np," and if inclined to feed th^ 
will constantly take the baited hook for an innocent morsel 
of &vourite food. But to make a good basket of roach 
even when they are " on " requires very careful attention 
to a number of details. You must have a good " swim," 
fish at the exact depth, use fine tackle, and in striking 
have the gift of the regular " roach nick." Wdton says, 
"When you fish for roach you must have a small hook, a 
quick eye, and a nimble hand." This holds good now, 
and much more too which Father Izaak writ ; but if it is 
not a refiection on the memory of the dear old augler of 
Fleet Street, I am inclined to think, if he were restored 
from the shades for a few days' angling, it would " take 
him all his time " in this latter half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury to make as big a bag of Thames or Lea roach as he 
often did when in the flesh. Old hands still swear by the 

n ,1 ":,LH>(*^le 



THE BOACH. 301 

traditional single horsehair bottom, but gat can be got 
with a little trouble as fine as hair, and it does not " mag- 
nify " in the water — certainly not if it is slightly stained. 
It is a matter of great importance that your Boat is suited 
to the strength of the stream ; and in slow and clear waters 
a " self-cocking " one is often nsed with effect, as you then 
get rid of the line of " chain-shot, " which makes the bait 
sink too rapidly, and also frightens the fish by its unnatoral 
appearance. Strike sharply, shortly, and decisirely, bat 
not violently, directly the top of the float is level with the 
water, the top nerer being much more than an inch abore 
it, except when ruHlus is troubling it. No slack line 
between your float and the top of the rod, or yon are no 
artistic roach-fisher. 

Use ground-bait bat moderately, and if possible bait a 
swim or two the day before you fish it. GFentles, paste 
(I don't believe in scented pastes), and in the winter 
brandling worms as well, are your baits; and remember, 
there is a great art in baiting. Your book should always 
be well covered bat not overloaded, and don't be too idle 
to pot on a fresh bait pretty frequently. Sodden gentles 
and worms have no attraction for a roach of taste and 
education. Good roach are often taken in the Thames 
when you are legering or " Nottingham " fishing with a 
lobworm. The bait should be about three inches, or less, 
from the bottom in a river, but not so deep in a pond. 
Some anglers fisb on or as near the bottom as they can. 
I don't hold with them. It is all very well to fish on the 
bottom for barbel and gudgeon. Their mouths look 
downwards, and are on the bottom. The roach has a deep 
belly, and cannot take a bait at the bottom without stand- 
ing on his head, and this I do not think he is in the 
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haint of doing, like tench and bream. Perhaps he has 
recourse to this ppsition in an emergency, but it most be 
as uncomfortable for him to' feed thoB situated as it 
wonld be for an alderman to convey his turtle to his mouth 
if his plate were directly under his abdomen. Those who 
want to know all about " How to angle for roach" had 
better consult a book on practical angling : and though it 
may appear somewhat rash to recommend a book I have 
never seen, I would refer them to Mr. Pennell's Book 
of the Roach. If it is anything like his Book of the Pike, 
it must be exhaustive of the subject. Mr. Francis also 
devotes many pages to roach-fiahing. 

Let no man despise the roach-hsher. I say the roach- 
fisherj for there is a large class of anglers who confine 
their attention almost exclusively to this branch of fishing, 
and they rather pride themselves on the fact. They look 
on it B3 the ars artium in the way of angling. Tlieir name 
is legion in the metropolis, and the metropolitan roach- 
fisher h facile princeps in his line now, as he was in the 
time of Walton, who says " About London I think there 
be the best roach anglers." He is slrilful, patient, 
and, above all, moat enthusiastic ; though at the same 
time he looks on "reaching" as a moat serious business. 
He seldom smiles while at work ; and when he takes home 
a good bf^ of fish at night he carries the air of a man who 
ia conscious of having performed well some very important 
duty. But this applies specially to the bank angler. The 
punt angler for roach is a somewhat different man. He 
is like hia brother of the bank, but leas serious. I like to 
see him iu his punt, with all the paraphernalia and im- 
pedimenta for a day's fishing. He is the picture of happy 
determination and smiling resolve to sit the day out and 
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enjoy himself, come wliat will or won't. Somehow or 
other I associate him with a well-distended figure, red 
face, spectacles, and a white straw hat in all weathers, 
with a hlack clay in his monthj and a stone bottle of beer 
in close contiguity to his gronnd-bait. I was once struck 
by an eminent roach-fiaher answering this description j 
and so, whenever I think of a roach-fisherj I invariably 
think of him. Certainly there are many " Amicable Bro- 
thers " who approximate more or less closely to my type ; 
and I believe, without exception, they are happy men, good 
citizens, loving fathers, affectionate husbands, sincere 
friends, and clever anglers. 
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NOTE XV. 

THE DACE. 

(Leueisau Tulgarie.) 

" The pretty tl^ader Dare, t^ttiway calVd the Dace." 

MicHABi, Dbatton. 

" When I may see my qaill or eork down link 
With eager bite qf perch, or hUak,or Dace." — John Dbnnts. 

" The pretty slender dare" ia the typical representative 
of the genus Leuded; in fact he ia the " LevAseua" or 
" White fish ;" and of conrse of the Carp family. As I 
hare already intimated in my Note on chub, the dace is 
very like this fish; or rather, I shonld say, little dace 
are like little chub. Indeed, it is very difficult to distin- 
guish between the two of the size or rather weight, say, 
of a quarter of a pound ; and young anglers, and some- 
times old ones, are puzzled in attempting to name their 
capture. I would therefore mention by the way that 
the chief point of difference consists in the fact that the 
anal fin of the chub is brilliantly pink, or, as some would 
say, red, while that of the dace has no red or pink aboat 
it at all. This at once decides the difficulty ; biit a further 
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difference between the two Ssh, and one to be easily re- 
cognized when yon Lave them side by side, ia that thu 
dace has smaller scales than the chub. 

The ichthyological name of the dace ia Leuciscusvulgaris 
— i. e. the " common white fish." But whence " dace " ? 
I am sorry I cannot answer my own qaestion. All I can 
say is tiiat the word can be traced in different languages, 
da being the characteristic letters^ just as I pointed ont 
that br were in the word " bream ;" for I find that our 
dace is called daas in Dutch, dard in French, and, as my 
Welsh cook informs me, darden in Wales. The dace, too, 
was often called dare in this country, and I believe is still 
so called in some districts at the present day. He has 
also been called the "dart,'^ probably from his quick 
" darting " movementa, though the da in " dart " seems 
the da of the list of names just given. Drayton seems to 
have their "darting" in his mind when he thus says of 
the dace, — 

" Oil Bviillj as he Hwima, Via silver belly shows ; 
Bnt with snch nimble flight, that ere ;e can dtueloae 
His ahape, out of jour sight like lightning he is shot." 

If we take the explanation of " dart " as a name given 
to the dace, it is somewhat after the analogy of the gray- 
ling being called the umber from " nmbra," because of 
its Sitting like a " shadow-" 

But whatever may have been the origin of the name, 
whether suggestive or not of the personal appearance of 
the fish, I take it that the dace is one of the prettiest 
denizens of our streams. It is very symmetrical; its well- 
tamed head with pointed muzzle, its slightly arched back 
and semi- Bwallow- like tail, giving its cylindrical body a 
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very ^aceful appearance, while ita silvery wliiteneas is 
its most distingaisMng as well as most beautiful feature. 
The dace is perhaps the most elegant of our fresh- water 
fish. 

Ichthyolo^cally there is little or nothing of interest to 
be said of dace. They are found in suitable waters in 
almost any part of Europe, bnt no notice seema to have 
been taken of them by ancient authors either in this 
country or elsewhere. With as dace are found in almost 
all clear, rapid streams, whether deep or shallow, and are 
often a great nuisance iu treat streams, where they not 
only devour a large proportion of the food trout feed on, 
but annoy fly-iishermen by attaching themselves to his fly 
when he is intent on nobler game. There are large quan- 
tities in many of the Welsh trout streams, aa also in 
those of the sonth of England. The Thames is fairly 
well stocked with them, and, though as a rule they much 
prefer clear water, they are found in considerable num- 
bers in the dirty tidal water below Teddington, and are 
canght even as low down as Hammersmith Bridge. Dace 
anglers, confining themselves specially, or at least as far 
as possible to this fish, will often capture aa many as from 
four to eight dozen in a day. I have oflen wondered at 
dace frequenting this part of the river; but at the same 
time I know that they will live in a etreamlesa pond, for I 
had many in each a pond a few years ago, the only change 
of water they got being the inflnx from rain, which ran 
ofE through a waste-pipe when the pond came to a certain 
height. 

Dace seldom exceed 1 lb. in weight, indeed this may 
be considered their top weight ; and in few rivers in 
England do they exceed half a pound. Bloch, however. 
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meatioDS dace canght in this country eighteen inches 
long. I fear that dace of this size were taken before his 
time. In the Thames one that scales half a pound is con- 
sidered a good fish J but Thames anglers, I fancy, prefer 
to talk of dace by length rather than by weight. Six 
inches is the "regulation" size on the Thames, shorter 
than which it is not lawfol to retain them except for the 
purpose of bait, but I fear the regulation (to use a very 
trite quotation), is — 

"More hoDoiir'd in the breacli than the ohserTaDM." 

A Thames angler may be justly proud of a dace which 
approximates to twelve inches. 

G astronomically, dace have but little to commend them. 
They are, however, in my opinion, less watery, less woolly, 
and less muddy than either carp, tench, barbel, bream, 
chub, or roach. Mr. Francis, who seems to have had a 
retainer on behalf of our common fresh-water fish aa 
articles of food, says " They are a fairly delicate fish to 
eat when in good order, and should be broiled dry, a slice 
of butter being then allowed to melt upon them." An 
old Thames-side recipe for converting large roach and 
dace into "very pleasant and savoury food," ran as 
follows : — " Without scaling the fish, lay him on a grid- 
iron, over a slow fire, and strew on him a little flour; 
when he begins to grow brown, make a slit not more than 
skin deep, in his back from head to tail, and lay him on 
again ; when he is broiled enough, his skin, scales and all, 
will peel off, and leave the flesh, which will have become 
very firm, perfectly clean; then open the belly, and 
take out the inside, and use anchovy and butter for 
sauce." Well, you can disguise anything with anchovy 
X 2 
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BaaoOj especially with the Blimy, mncid staff which la now 
BO often sold under that name } and perhaps the more yon 
disguise the dace the better. At all events, if you are 
minded to eat him, do what I have recommended in the 
case of other fresh-water fish — clean him as soon aa pos- 
sible, and, after rubbing a little salt or lemon along the 
backbone, dry him in the open air — in the smi, if it is 
shining — before cooking after any fashion. I notice that 
Mr. Senior advocates baking dace in a jar with layers of 
spice, bay-leaves, and vinegar, and also pickling after the 
manner of fresh herrings. Our Jewish friends have a 
great liking for dace, and consame them in large numbers 
(at least when they can get them) during their "fasts." 

Like the chub, the dace can be caught with a fly or by 
bottom fishing ; and here let me give our little friend the 
credit of being a most sporting fish for his size. He is 
game to the backbone, fighting for dear life to the very 
end; and hence a half-pound dace afibrds pretty sport 
enough with a light, single-handed fly-rod. As they do . 
not generally spawn till the end of May or beginning of 
June, according to the warmth of the season, they are 
hardly in takeable condition till the middle or end of July. 
On the Thames August is the best month for daceing with 
a fly. They are then on the shallows, and being a very 
shy, quick -sighted, and nimble fish, the fly-fisherman must 
be aa careful as possible in his movements, and strike very 
quickly to a rise. Almost any small fly is to their taste, 
or perhaps I should aay sight, black and red palmers, 
ditto gnats of a small size, duns, and cinnamons, or Mr. 
Pennell's small tront and grayling files, being all service- 
able. But, like chub and mdd, when they decline an 
ordinarily dressed fly they will often eagerly rise at one 
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the hook of which is poiuted with a gentle, or to the 
bend of which a small piece of white kid resembling a 
gentle is attachGd. Mr. Francis, who is always fall of 
expedients, based on philosophic principles, recommends 
a. small abred of " the inner rind of a scrap of stringy- 
bacon, a sort of compromise between the gentle and the 
piece of kid, as it is something to taste and not liable to 
be whipped off." I have tried this, and fonnd it answer 
admirably. A very pleasant hour or two of a summer's 
evening may be whiled away on the Thames whipping for 
dace, either from the bank or a punt, or, better still, by 
wading the shallows. A norice who can look forward 
some day to trout and salmon fishing cannot do better 
than commence his apprenticeship bo fly-fishing with the 
humble dace. 

Bottom-fishing for dace is at its best in October, 
November, December, and January, dnring which months 
tbey are in the deeper swims and in the finest condi- 
tion. It may be stated in a general way that the rules 
for roach-fishing apply to dace-fishing, except that the 
latter fish prefer more rapid runsj and do nob care 
much for any sort of paste. ITiey will take worms 
of almost any kind, greaves — a bait which seems to have 
been going quite out of fashion on the Thames of late 
years — and gentles ; bub there is nothing which surpasses 
a bright red worm, which should cover the hook (a small 
one) shank and all. The French in fishing for the dard 
frequently use a small water-worm, something like our 
caddia-worm, which is found in little narrow straws, like 
quills, and which floats on the water. They call them 
porte-bois. In dace-fishiug, as indeed inall bottom fishing 
on the Thames, the "Nottingham" method is the most 
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artistic and killingj thongh if a swift swim bo chosen, as 
it oaght to be, there are extra difSculties attending ita 
practice. Dace, like chub, are often taken on the leger 
when barbel-fishing; and considering the smaUness of 
th'jii" mouths, it baa often struck me as surftrising what 
large baits they will manage to get within their hps. 
They are a perfect nuisance sometimes when the barbel 
are "on." 

This is a short homily ; but I think it exhansts almost 
all that can be taid re dace, if I add that onr subject, 
from its bright colouring, the toughness of its flesh, and 
its shape, is the very best spinning-bait that can be used 
for jack, and from its liveliness and tenacity of life the 
very best live-bait. 
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NOTE XVI. 

Smali Jrg. 

TH£ QUDOBON. 
{Cyjmnui Qolio, or Qobio FltiviatilU.) 



" 2'he dainty Gudgeon, loche, the minnow, and the bleak, 
Since they but little are, X little need to tpeak." 

Michael Dbattob. 

" The little Ondgeon't thovghtlest haste 
Yieldi a bri^but mueet repeat." 

TraiiBlfttioii of " Oda to Walton." 

But I cannot, like Drayton, treat the " small fry " dis- 
-respectfally, simply becaase of their littleness. Not only 
are " little fish sweet," but they are very interesting, 
though not from a strictly angling point of view. The 
subject of this note is a specially interesting fish, and 
commtoids too the attention of no inconsiderable a body 
of anglers, and all lovers of a " toothsome morael." He 
is, in my opinion, well worth a Note "all to himself," be 
it long or short; though he has not been honoured with 
an illaatration at the head of it. 

Our little friend is a true carp, with his leathery, tooth- 
less mouth, and a " barbel " at each side of it ; and the 
Ichthyologists have assigned him to the genus Qobio. A. 
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few words, theiij as to liis name Bud natural history. He 
was called x(i>/3(o; {koUoa) by the Greeks, and so 
" goUua" or "gobto " by the Latins; and as he belongs 
to the OyprinidcB, or carp iamily, bis correct ichthyo- 
logical appellation is Cyprinug gdbio, or, more familiarly, 
Qohio fluviatilis, from his love of running water. The 
French call him goujon, and hence our "gudgeon," 
which comes as direct from "hohios" as "journal," 
through d-kirmtB, does from dies, " a day." Our goby is 
certainly a pretty little fish, in shape very like his big 
cousin, the barbel, and with a somewhat similar facial ex- 
pression his nose and mouth being saggestire of rootling 
flb the bottom for his living, while his whole body seems 
efireloped in a semi-opaque pearly coat. He is a slippery 
and spineless little gentleman, as Ovid says of him, — 

"Lnbricng et spin&nocuas non gobina nllA;" 

fat and well-liking — " praapinguis, teres," as Ansonius 
says, and never ont of season when yon can catch him. 
He cannot boast any great sise, a seven-inch fish being 
very uncommon, while an eight -inch gudgeon would be 
worth preserving in a glass case as a veritable monster ; 
but Pennant (who saw and heard of many wonderful 
things I) mention a gudgeon taken near TJzbridge which 
weighed a pound. The Thames Angling Preservation 
Society tells us that we must not take, i. e. keep when 
taken, a fish less than five inches, measuring from the 
eye to the end of the tail ; bat I fancy that in a day's 
gudgeon -fishing there would be caught more under than 
over this measurement. The Preservation Societies above 
titaines do not, 1 believe, lay down any measurement for 
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takeable gadgeon, nor can I see tihat there is any reason 
they Bhonld. We certainly want gudgeon nnder five 
inches for perch-fishing, and as long as night-lines are 
allowed for eels so long will small gudgeon be reqoired 
by the fisherman. I shonld hope, howererj that before 
long the night-line basiness will be discontinaed alto- 
gether. 

Gudgeon are found on the Continent^ and abound in 
many English rivers ; but they seem to thrive most in the 
Trent, the Hampshire Avon, and the Thames, with its tribu- 
tary the Oolne, where they like the water and the geological 
constitution of the bottom. They increase marvellously, 
spawning, it is said, no less than three times is the year ; 
and it is a curioos fact in natural history that the females 
outnumber the males by six to one, and thus enable 
Oobio ma«-to play the Mormon in moderation. I may 
here mention, by the way, that it ia a mistake to suppose 
that gudgeon will not live except in running water. I 
put some dozens in a pond without any stream running 
through it about fifteen years ago, and they not only 
lived, but multiplied there, notwithstanding the clayey 
bottom and the presence of several jack in tbe water. 

And now as to the question " how, where, and when " 
to fish for gndgeon. This is not answered by " anyhow, 
anywhere, and any- when." A piscatory poet, who wrote 
nearly 150 years ago, says, in reference to gudgeon- 
fishing, — 

" Few lessoDB will the angler'^ uw aupplj. 
Where he's so ready o£ himself to die — " 

The "he" being the gndgeon. Still, as for other more 
notable fish, there is a proper season for gndgeon, proper 
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tackle and bait to be osed, and proper places to be re- 
aorted to. Tlie eeaaon is July, August, and September, 
at least oo the Thames, and even the first moutli might 
be omitted, for gudgeon are seldom well on the feed till 
the water may be said to have got thoroughly warm. A. 
river like the Thames, after a cold April and May, does 
not arrive at the proper temperature for gudgeon-fishing 
in June, or even in July. The Thames takes longer to 
warm than to cool, and probably its tempemtnre is 
higher on an average in August and September than in 
June and July. I have noticed, too, that gudgeon in 
the Thames seem each year during the last few seasons 
to have been getting later in coming on the feed. Sach 
was the case particularly in 1875, to be accounted for partly 
bytheimuBually cold spring and summer months. Kyon 
want to make up a large tale of gudgeon for the sake of 
adding to your piscatorial reminiscenceSj and being able 
to recount how many dozen dozens you took in one day, 
August is your month, and the Thames is your river. 
The best depth of water to angle in is from four to six 
feet ; the bottom should be clear sand or gravel withont 
weeds; and the pitch should be where there is only 
a medium stream; for in very swift water your float 
is almost to the end of the swim before your bait 
is fairly at the bottom, and consequently the continual 
drawing home and starting a&esh is irksome to the 
generally lazy gudgeon-fisher. You may often find a 
good swim from the bank, but the best gudgeoning is to 
be had irom a punt; and if you have a professional 
Thames fisherman as yonr humble servant for the day, 
leave it to him to select the pitches. If ke does not know 
the "wheres," you may take it for granted that you do 
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not. It is his business to know them, and aa a rule be is 
as anxious to show yon a good day's sport as you are to 
enjoy one. He haa an eye to the "recompense of 
rewardj" as that money -loving prophet of old, and if yon 
have a good day, you are inclined to give him a little 
more than the " legal fare " at the end of it ; and, more- 
over, you will probably leave some dozens of gudgeon in 
the well of his pnnt, for which he can always get a half- 
penny apiece in acme neighbouring town or at some 
waterside hotel. 

As to yonr tackle. This, of conrae, should be light, 
but not too light, for otherwise you are at the end of 
your swim too soon. A fairly heavy float travels more 
steadily than a light one, and therefore is properly sen- 
sitive of a bite ; moreover, it admits of heavier Bhotting, 
which gets your bait more quickly to the bottom. The 
hook should be moderately small, and the smaller the 
bait on. the better, as our little friend then takes it at 
once, instead of amusing himself by sucking it. Yoor 
depth should be so regulated that the bait is not abso- 
lately clear of the ground, and at the same time does not 
drag. It should be between the two, and for want of a 
better term it should " trip " along the bottom as it 
travels down the swim. The running line should be fine, 
and the lighter the rod the more enjoyable ia gudgeon- 
fishing, because it enablea you to make the most of your 
tiny prey in feeling the play he gives you. It is best to 
have a rod exclusively for this sport ; one of the pretty 
little 10 oz. rods which I mentioned on page 108, era 
cheap Japanese rod, which ia lighter still, but requires to 
be supplemented with rings and reel fittings. Tet re- 
member that after all your tackle should be strong 
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enough to play something bigger than a gudgeon; for 
yon may frequently hook a fair perch, a goodly roach, or 
even an errant barbel, when gudgeon-fishing. 

There is eotne little art in etriking a gudgeon, as in 
striking any other fish when he bites. You must not 
have a lot of waste line between your fioat and &e top of 
your rod, and yon must strike directly you see a bite, not 
too sharply, but yet decisively, a twist of the vmst with- 
out any movement of the forearm being all that is re- 
qoired. In fact, let the strike be a delicate but pronounced 
jerk or twitch, which shall not raise the bait above three 
inches or so from the bottom. It is aHtonishing what a 
difference there is between the number of gudgeon two 
anglers will take in a given number of bites — on© will 
hook five ont of six, another but one or two. The bait 
for gudgeon is a small worm or piece of worm, the 
pungent, odoriferous brandling being the best; but any 
small red worm will answer the purpose; and at Marlow 
the fishermen prefer a species which they get in the 
weed moss and earth on the top of Marlow Weir, and 
which they say is not fonnd on any other Thames weir. 
Old Salter says that in his time " a bit of raw sheep's 
liver " was the bait generally used for gudgeon ; but I 
never hear of any one trying it now. There is no need 
for ground-bait, though it was an old fancy to sink in 
tbe water previous to angling a basket containing the 
leaves of marsh-mallows with a paste made of hemp-seed 
as an attraction. Baking the bottom, however, from time 
to time with the huge r^e always carried by Thames 
puntsmen as part of their impedimenta, and called by 
the rhetorical figure of meiosis, the " small-tooth comb," 
certainly draws the gudgeon together in the hope of 
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finding variooa aquatic insects in tlie troubled water. 
Indeed, this raking is an absolute necessity for success, 
as any gudgeon-fisher well knows by experience ; and 
therefore Mr. Blakey's remark that " in streams it isj of 
course, useless," is perhaps one of the strangest observa- 
tions ever made in a book which professes to give definite 
instructiona for angling. The Thames fishermen call the 
process " scratching their backs," i. e. of the gudgeon. 

Bat let it not be supposed that even in July, Augnsfc, 
and September gudgeon are always in the hnmour for 
feeding. They are capricious, like most other fish, and 
subject more or less to mysterious atmospheric influences 
which afEect their disposition to bite. When, however, 
they are thoroughly in the humour the fuu is " fast and 
furious," and three or four rods will often take as many 
as forty to sixty dozen in a day, and even more. So 
greedy are they, and so easily captured on propitious oc- 
casions, that they have enriched our language with the 
verb to " gudgeon," Sir Walter Scott speaking of a per- 
son as " gadgeoned out of the opportunities given him." 
Swift defines a human gudgeon as " a person easily cheated 
and ensnared," and Gay sings, — 

" Wlat gndgeona are we men. 

Every woman's easy prey ! 
Though we've felt the book, again 

We bite, and they betray." 

Thus the suggestion in Hood's " Angler's Lament," is a 

pure poetic fiction, when he says, — ■ 

"At a brandling once gaclgeona wonld gape. 

But tbey Beera to have alter'd their ibrms, now. 
Hare they're taken adyioe of the Conneil of Nice, 
And rqected the Diet of Worms, nowp" 
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Fop, as Dr. Badbam qnaintly says, " A gadgeon ia as in- 
capable of refusing a lively young branding when it falls 
in his way, as a lion a succulent kid." 

Bnt to the credit of our little fish, let it be added that 
he is not only a bold biter, but a bold fighter when 
hooked. As John Williamson, an angler-poet, J 740, 
(whose name, by the way, I did not include in my list of 
Buch poets in the Note on Fishing Literature), saysj — 

" Tbo' little art the gudgeon maj suffice, 
His sport is good, and with the greatest vies." 

For his size he is as strong and vigorous as a barbel, and 
quite after the style of a barbel, which, I hold, is the most 
powerful and most resistant of capture of all our fresh- 
water fish j he makes his rushes and persistent borings 
downwards with a pluck and endurance which excite tho 
angler's admiration.. Indeed, if we multiplied, say a 3 oz. 
gudgeon up to the weight of a 31b. bai-bel, adding a pro- 
portionate increase of fighting power, I doubt whether any 
ordinary barbel tackle could hold him. 

Let no one, therefore, despise a day's gudgeon-fishing. 
Where is there a happier party in the wide world than 
paterfamilias, materfiunilias, and a lot of master and miss- 
familiases in a Thames punt engaged in this sport F I must 
confess I don't like children in a pant, for the simple 
reason that I am in a state of continuous trepidation lest 
one or other should fall overboard ; but if I wish to make 
yonng people supremely happy, I take them for a day's 
gudgeoning expedition. Nor need full-grown, bearded 
men think lightly of gudgeon-fishing. There are many 
worse recipes for " spending a happy day " than taking a 
Thames punt and giving up oneself body and soul to this 
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sport, wbich is far more fascinating than many miglit 
imagine. As an instance of this, Daniel, in his Rural 
Sports, tells the story (and it must be retold in every 
book about angling, like the story of Antony and Cleo- 
patra) of a certain Vicar of Thames Ditton who was en- 
g^ed to be married to a daughter of the Bishop of Lon- 
don, and to pass away the earlier hours of his wedding-day 
betook htmeeH to his favourite amusement of gudgeon- 
fishing. He became so deeply interested in his pursuit 
that he entirely forgot what ought to have been the great 
crisis of his life, till after the canonical hour had passed. 
He was consequently late in presenting himself at the 
church, and the lady, in a fit of indignation, broke off the 
match with a man who "preferred hia basket to his 
bride." Wio can doubt the fascination of gudgeon-fish- 
ing when we are told that our great Sir Isaac Newton 
was a gndgeon-fisher, to say nothing of other " small fry," 
as Bacon, Gray, and Hollinshed, who indulged freely in 
this sport ? 

It is said, and I believe with a great deal of truth, that 
ladies, when they take kindly to the gentle art, make better 
gudgeon-anglers than men. They soon learn that it is 
not correct to use both hands to the rod, and at a bite to 
heave the line out of the swim with a long continuous 
pull, and throw it over their heads into the water at the 
other side of the punt, or to jerk the tackle into the faces 
of their companions ; and when once they have Etcquired 
the art of striking with the wrist, they become adepts in 
gudgeon -fishing, their delicacy of hand standing them in 
good stead. "Last autumn, at Marlow, I gave a lady her 
first lesson in gudgeon rfishing. She had never had a rod 
and line in her hand before, and had, or pretended to have. 



320 NOTES ON FISH AKD FI8HIKG. 

au aversion to fishing altogebher. But she soon leamt tlia_ 
art of a sharp but gentle stroke, and, what is morej she 
soon became fascinated with the amasement. Eight 
dozen and a half of gudgeon were onr reward for about 
three hours* fishing beneath the lovely beech woods below 
the lock ; and of these two dozen and a half were her 
share of the sport — a pretty fair performance for a be- 
ginner. I have already had my say about angling for ladies 
and ladies for angling, but I must press upon the fair sex 
the claims and charms of gudgeon- fishing — I mean fishing' 
for aqneous gdhioe, and not for the biped " gudgeons " 
mentioned in the stanza just above quoted from Gay. It 
is a very " gentle art ' ' for them to practise j " gentle " afc 
least when they have mastered it. I cannot expect, 
j udging from my experience of those whom " Mrs. Brown" 
calls " fieldmales," that they will ever be very patient or 
undemonstrative anglers, as we men are, for though they 
are creditedj and I believe justly, with bearing bodily pain 
more quietly than we do, they cannot for the life of them 
refrain from giving marked demonstrations indicative of 
their mental sensations, and never will. The capture of 
a gudgeon cannot fail to elicit a long speech and ezplaua- 
tion, accompanied by gesticulations of joy, while, on the 
other hand, the loss of one must be accompanied with very 
audible lamentation and the wringing of the hands oi 
vexation. Of one of the sex it was written, — 

" Sbe never compkins, but ber silence implies 
The composure of settled distress." 

It will never be so in gudgeon-fishing by ladies ; and if 
the little goMoe were easily scared, there would not be a 
single fin left in the swim five minutes after the " pitch " 
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Lad been made. But after all vhy eliotild I object to 
these demonstrations on the part of lady anglers f They 
like to make them. The cavaliers in attendance will not 
be diBtressed at them ; and as for our little gobio, I am 
anre he is only too happy to be taken by fair anglers, for 
ie it not written — 

" Et piacatorem pisc'iB nmare potest "P 

And this leads me to pen a few words of caution on the 
" Dangers of Gudgeon- Fishing," to those who attend the 
lady anglers, and instruct them in the piscatorial art. Of 
coarse under certain circumatances there may not be 
■much or indeed any danger at all, as it was in my case 
when giving a lesson in gudgeon- fishing to the lady at 
Marlow. The lady happened to be my wife, the mother 
of six children of all sexes, ages, and sizes, and if we hve 
a little longer we shall celebrate our " silver wedding." 
But, as £arl Beaconsfield has portentously observed, 
" Circumstances alter cases," and I know no more dan- 
gerous work than to go gudgeon -fishing " with a bevy of 
fair girb," unless it be with one, and even she {if this be 
grammar) nnder the lynx eyes of a mother, married sister, 
or fretful, jaundiced chaperon. Many a heart has been irre- 
trievably lost when gudgeon-fishing. Water seemsaspecial 
conductor of the gentle, and often nngentle, passion, 
whether it be yachting, boating, a river picnic, or fishing, 
which "brings the yonng people together." Fishing,and 
especially gudgeon -fishing, is replete with danger, so 
many are the opportunities it affords of little attentions 
and graceful acknowledgments. It is almost hopeless to 
try and resist the concomitant infinences. The "stars in 
their courses " are against you or with yon, just aa you 
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Tiew the matter; their power is irresistible. It is the 
old, old story. A very iunoceDt amnsement may he 
gadgeoD-fishiDg with a lady, but — ' 

" Dam capimoa capunar.'' 

Our lessons in gadgeon-fishing, and oor " delicate atten* 
tions " hare done their work, and as Waller sang of lady 
anglers generations ago — ■ 

" At oua6 TictoriooB witli tKeii lines and eyes. 
They make the fish^ and tie men their prize." 

Moral-^-af ter the manner of the elder Weller— '* Beware 
of lady gudgeon-fishers." 

And now to descend from — I will not say " the eablime 
to the ridiculous " — the etherial heights sacred " to Venus 
and her Boy," to the terrestrial plain on which I must coofc 
and eat my gudgeon I gainful ia a certain sense, but 
absolutely necessary if this Note is to be written " on the 
same lines " as those which have preceded it ; and I mnst 
confess that the cnlinary merits or demerits of the fish we 
anglers fish for, hare always been a subject of much 
interest to me. Let me say, then, that, in my humble 
opinionj however mean a fish the gudgeon may be thought 
whereon to exercise the angler's skill, he is worthy of all 
commendation as a fish for the angler's table, and indeed 
the board of the most fastidious gottr/net. There are few 
freshwater fish worth the salt with which they must be 
eaten, if eaten at all, but opsophagistically I am enthu- 
siastic abont our Oohio fiiwiatilia. The ancients highly 
prized it. Galen places it in a conspicuous position 
among edible fish, both for the delicacy and sweetness of 
its taste and its digestibility. In more modem timea^ 
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PopOj the Thamea-side poet, has sang its praises, or at 
least implied them. The French rejoice in it. And who 
that frequents the Thames, either as an angler or tonriat, 
has not partaken of it at some river-side hotel or Esher- 
man's cottage with in&nite satisfaction ? 

It was probably to enjoy our fresh-water goby — Qobio 
fiwviatUis — onr esteemed gudgeon, and not his sea-water 
congener, that Ptolemy invited over to Egypt the parasite 
Archephonirom Attica. Thestory, astoldby Dr. Badham, 
is that this bon-vivant accepted the invitation ; but when 
ofiered at sapper a dish of these delicacies, let it pass 
without taking any. Ptolemy, utterly taken aback by 
this strange conduct, first stared, and then muttered to 
his confidant that he most have invited to his table 
either a blind man or a lunatic. Whereupon Alcanor 
good-naturedly put the guest's abstinence in a new and 
more favourable light, by attributing it entirely to modesty : 
*' He saw it, sire, but deemed himself unworthy to lay 
profane hands upon so divine a little fish." 

Crastronomically, oar little Qobio has not degenerated 
since ancient days. He is still the same delicate, tooth- 
some morsel He was in days of old, and as highly- 
prized by sensible epicures. It ia not, however, everyone 
who can cook him, and make him worthy of a highly 
educated palate. A Ude, a Francatelli, and a Soyer might 
easily fail, as many other most scientific chefs have failed, 
and will probably continue to fail. It is not a question of 
sauces, of condiment, or of " how to serve him " after 
the laborious fulfilment of the requirements of a lengthy 
recipe. The whole matter is one of extreme simplicity, 
just as boiling a potato, grilling a chop, or making 
melted butter; and hence, perhaps, the very general 
T 2 
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failure. To the wives of professional Thames fisher- 
men it seems specially to have been given to master 
the art of cooking gudgeon successfally. The chief 
secret, as with the cooking of all coarse fresh-water fish, 
is to allow the gudgeon, after being cleaned, to become 
dry and abnost hard by exposnre to sun and wind. The 
next important point is the quick and delicate manipu- 
lation to which he should be subjected in the frying-pan, 
as he becomes encrusted with egg and bread-crumbs; 
but a verbal description of this could not be given even by 
the most learned and versatile author of a most exhaustive 
cookery book. It is a question of fine and dexterous 
touch, and the operator conld hardly say more of his per- 
formance than Dr. Lynn says of his tricks, " And that's 
how it's done." As cooked by any skilful wife of a 
Thames fisherman, by the landlady or cook of some of the 
" Anglers' Retreats " on the banks between Oxford and 
Richmond, or even by the cooks at some Thames-aide 
villas, where still in imitation of Pope— 

" AlUiougli no toTbots dignifj rich boards. 
Are gudgeom, flonndera — what the Tham^ affords," 

a dish of these little fish is one fit to be " set before a 
king." He who has not partaken of such a dish has 
hitherto lacked a palatal enjoyment, and has an opsopha- 
gona treat in store. Such a dish of sweet, crisp Thames 
fish, served " hot and hot," is little if at all inferior to one 
of smelts, though with all my enthusiasm I cannot say 
that our Qobio sheds the same exquisite, subtle, and withal 
indescribable aroma, a kind of gastronomic halo, round 
him, aa do the transcendental little fish to which I am 
comparing him not unfavourably. There are some gobio- 
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pliiliata indeed who aver that smelt are actually inferior to 
their little idol. Certain it is that Thames godgeon when 
properly cooked are a moat delectable dish, of which no 
gourmet need be ashamed to own his appreciation. It 
must be stipulated, howevePj that the dish be of Thames 
gudgeon, or, failing thatj of his near relative from the 
Colue. The Mersey, the Hampshire Avon, the Kennet, 
and many other streams have their gudgeon in hundreds 
of thousands, and most estimable fish too ; bnt when 
singing the praises of Cyprinus gobio, I sing of the 
Qohio of the Thames, which once more to repeat it, 
prodnces better coarse fish in an edible point of view 
than any other waters. It is really a great rehef, 
after abusing most fresh -water fish, to be able to 
conscientiously speak of one in the highest terms of 
commendation. 

I regret to hear, and indeed to have observed, or to 
fancy I have observed, that there is a decrease in the 
number of Thames gudgeon of late years. How to ac- 
count for this decrease is a puzzle. The hundreds and 
thousands of dozens taken in the course of a season 
can hardly make a perceptible diminution in their 
numbers J and even if the number of anglers has in- 
creased, and consequently more gudgeon are taken by 
rod and Hue in a season than need to be the case, this is 
counterbalanced by the fact that the professional fisher- 
men do not now catch them in their casting-nets, for the 
purpose of selling them to the proprietors of river-side 
hotels and other persons. The number caught and used 
for but can hardly affect the supply, I would hope the 
decrease, after all, is imaginary rather than real, and that 
a kind of epidamic capriciousness as to taking the 
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angler's tait as freely as tiiey did some years ago will 
account for the impression whiclL has got abroad. 

Old John Dennys, in his poetic description of Gndgeon* 
Fishing, written more than two centuries and a half ago, 
might almost be thought a versification of a day at this 
eport in the year of grace 1877. Thos it runs : — 

" Loe, in little boat whene one doth stand. 

That to a willow bough the while is tied, 
And irith a pole doth ettr and raise the snnd, 

HTbereat the gentle streame doth so(Uj glide ; 
And llien with slender Udb and rod in hand. 

The eager hit« not long he doth abide. 
Well loaded ia his line, his hoobe bnt small, 
A good big oork to bear the stream with all, 

Hia bait the least red worm that may be foand, 
And at the bottome it doth alwap lie ; 

Whereat the greedy gudgeon bites so soand. 
That hooke and all he awalloweth by and by. 

See how he sbrikes, and palls them up as round, 
As if new store the place did still supply ; 

And when the bit doth die or bad doth prove. 

Then to another place he doth remove." 

I had almost forgotten to mention that t^e gudgeon, 
like some ether more notable fish, has made his mark on 
heraldry; for, as Mr. Monle tella us, this fish was the 
cognizance of John Groajou, one of the first French 
ecalptors in the sixteenth century. 

However easy a fish a gudgeon may be to catch, he 
certainly pnzzles the poets for a rhyme. Perhaps he is 
not as bad as "Timbuctoo," for which only "hymn-book 
too" could be found. But what foirly rhymes with 
"gudgeon" except "dudgeon" and " curmudgeon "f 
I would suggoBt to those who deal in such wares — 
"budge," "fudge," "judge," "mudge," with "he on" 
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added, if they want him. I verily believe tliat the poets 
calmly and contiDuoasly go through all the letters of 
the alphabet in search for rhymes, while the "general 
public " think they come by " inspiration " I 

You see, good reader, and " gentle " angler {and 
perhaps " ungentle " critic) , how mach there is to be said 
about so insignificant a fish as the gadgeon, whom I have 
introduced onder the humble heading of " Small Fry." 
I must leave it to yon to determine how I have said it. 
At least yon will admit I have foand sufficient matter to 
joetify my giving the gudgeon a Note " all to himself." 
If yon think he requires a more lengthy disconrsoj 
encourage me and my publisher to issue " a secoud 
edition " of these Memoranda, and I will " let you have 
it" to your heart's content. 
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NOTE xvn. 
Small Jtru. 

THE BLEAK — THB POPE THB LOACH. 

The time has now come when I most Berre up my fish 
together, so above is the first batch of Small Fry. The 
Bleak holds the post of honour, because he is a kind of 
" Triton among the minnows," Though his appearance 
is hardly suggestive of the fact, he belongs, hke so many 
other of the common &esh-water fish, to the great Carp 
family, and to the sub-order of Leucixd, and hence is called 
by naturalists Gyprirms atbumus, or Leudscua alburnus. 
The English name "bleak," also written "blay," com- 
bines the ideas of "white" and " shining," and is de- 
rived from the old Anglo-Saxon hide, which signifies 
"white" — (the only instance I know where it can b© 
truthfully said that " black is white," if the pun may be 
excused) — which again is connected with, or rather is the 
same word as, the Danish ilic, and the German hlick and 
hlicken, to "gleam," "glitter," "glance," "shine," or 
" twinkle," which in turn is only another form of the Anglo- 
Saion blican, of the same signification. We still have 
theroot of the old word in "bleach" — to "whiten." Thus 
our little friend is the "white, glittering fish," and 
rightly so called, for he is white and glittering as the 
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most highly polished silTer ; aad as he darts to and fro 
a few inches below the surface of the water, and throws 
himself on his side, as is his habit, he "gleams," 
"glances," "glitters," and "twinkles," 

A pretty fiah, six or seven inches his extreme 
length, narrow and flat above all our fresh-water fish, but 
symmetrical withal, he is certainly not wanting in in- 
terest. Izaak Wf^ton, who seems to appreciate the little 
bleak, calls him the " fresh-water sprat " — a capital 
name for him, for he is very much like our pretty, 
oleaginous, delicate-looking, and "gUtteriag" sea-sprat, 
which comes to London with the November fogs — and 
further says of him that he is " ever in motion, and 
therefore has been called by some the river swallow j his 
back is of a pleasant, sad, sea-water green, his belly 
white and shining like the mountain snow." Bleak are 
to be found in almost all rivers in this country which 
hold the other Leufdsd, roach and dace, and in nearly 
all European rivers; while they disport themselves in 
myriads in the Caspian Sea. Our Thames is full of 
them. These little fish have a special interest attached 
to them from the fact that they were once most exten- 
sively used in the manufacture of "imitation pearls," the 
"nacre" from their scales being made into a lustrous 
paste called "essence of pearls," with which gypsum 
balls in the various shapes of pearls were coated, or the 
inside of glass beads lined. The bleak of the Seine, and 
many other Trench rivers, as Dr. Badham tells us, 
were immolated by tons for the purpose of obtaining this 
"pearly precipitate," four ounces of which demanded a 
pound of scales, and a pound of scales four thousand blef^, 
a proportion which might be represented by a whole sheep 
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boiled down to make a pint of iniittoQ broth. Happily for 
French and English bleak, a new fish waa at length dis' 
covered in the Tiber even better adapted than the ordinary 
bleak for this artificial pearl-making, and Eome aecnred the 
monopoly of this indoatry, at least in its highest branches. 

It is hardly worth while to say mnch on fishing for 
bleak, as few adult anglers care to fish for them. Soffioe 
it, then, to notice that the bleak, beinga sarface Bwinuner, 
or almost bo, may be taken with nearly any minate fly, 
and best with a gentle or small piece of Tad on the bend 
of the hook, or with a gentle or scrap of worm about ten 
to twenty inches nnder the snrface. For the latter kind 
of fishing a tiny float may be osed, bat it is not needed, 
nor is shot on the gat. Moist brati is osefnl as gronnd- 
bait to keep the fish together, bat this is hardly required. 
For hia size he fights well when hooked. It is sad to 
think that this delicate little fish revels in fool water, the 
moathe of drains and sewers having a special attraction for 
him. He has, howeyer, to pay the penalty of his bad 
taste, for, according to some naturalists, the tape-worm 
from which he so oflen suffers is snperindaced by filthy 
water. The strange gyrations a bleak frequently is seen 
to perform are the result of a kind of vertigo arising 
from the presence of this intestinal parasite. Bleak thus 
aS'ected are called on the Thames side " mad bleak." 

Gastronomically I find that bleak have their admirers 
among ancient and modem anglers. Old Izaak says 
they are " excellent meat ; " Mr. Pennell that, " dressed 
and eaten like whitebait, they make a very good 
dish;" and Mr. Francis Francis, that they are "very 
delicate eating when cooked in the way in which sprats 
are cooked." De gustibus, &c. For my own part, I hold 
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they are neither worth the cookiiig nor eating, hayiDg 
a mnddy fiaroiir, or, at the best, being tasteless ; while 
thej are too lai^ to eat like whitebait, and too small to 
get a solid moathfol from. And yet I am tenderly dia- 
pOBed to this Uttle Leucisma, for with bim I associate my 
first acquaintance with the Upper Thames, and in fishing 
for bleak (" Albnmos preedam puorilibus hamis,") I " tried 
my 'prentice band," and took my firat and self-tanght 
leesona in angling beneath the wide-spreading branches 
of the old oak-tree at the Datchet end of the Eton playing 
fields, while yet a very small boy, but deeply enamoured 
of the Thames and its fishes. Young beginners may do 
worse in the way of getting their eyes and hands in than 
by fishing for bleak. 

Hie last remark 1 will add of onr little friend is that 
he makes a capital spinning bait, though his flesh is 
rather tender. Indeed, in spinning for Thames trout I 
prefer about a four-inch bleak to any other fish, as it spins 
80 truly and " glitters " admirably. Ho is too easily killed 
to be of any valae as a live bait. 

The Bafi* (also written BuBe), or Pope, is another of the 
small fry found in the Thames and other streams, though 
seldom angled for. It is said that he was first noticed 
ichthyologically by Dr. Caius, who gave him the name of 
Aspredo, from asper, " rough." He is one of the Percida 
&mily, as a tyro might guess from bis spinous dorsal 
fin, and so some natnraluts call him Perca cemua, the 
title of cemua being given bim, it is said, because " his 
head looks downwards,'' — a most unsatisfactory explana- 
tion ! By others he is denominated Perca fiuviatilie 
minor; while others, again, call him Acerina vulgaris, 
making Acerina (from acer^ "sharp") a genus of the 
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PerddcB. The raff la very like the perch in form and habits, 
but his marking is almost exactly that of the gudgeon. 
He might almost be called a Perco-gohio. So suggestive 
is he of both these fish that some naturalists have con- 
sidered him a hybrid between them. 

As he is a bottom svrimmerj and will take almost any 
kind of worm, he ia of tea caught when angling for gud- 
geon, though, unlike the gudgeon, he has a slight pencAtini 
for mud and weeds. He cannot be called a pretty fish, 
having a particularly melancholy cast of countenance ; b ut, 
like the gudgeon, his fiesh is firm and sweet, what little 
there is of it on his bony structure : and Dame Juliana 
Bemers is justified in saying that "the rufF is a right 
holsome fysshe." His average length is three to four inches, 
and he hardly ever exceeds five. Why he was called the 
" Pope " I cannot imagine ; but it is easy enough to see 
the propriety of the appellation " Ruff," which is the old 
English form of " rough.'' Our pope, with his spinous 
back fin, and from his general appearance, is certainly a 
"roM^A-looking customer," and therefore well named 
enough, as is also the bird of the same title, the rufi", 
from-his "rough" collar of feathers. Ruff, when kept 
in an aquarium, get so deeply attached to one another that 
if one of a pair dies, or is taken away, the other frets to 
death, at least so it is said. 

The Loach is a little fish of some interest, and occasio- 
nally taken when fishing for gudgeon, which it somewhat 
resembles in general appearance, though prettier, I think, 
with his more mottled sides and barred tail. Like the 
gudgeon, he belongs to the Carp family and the genus 
Oo6ifi« {which word is a diminutive of Cohias — gudgeon). 
Hence he is called Oyprinus eobitis, and by some naturalists 
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Cohitie harhatula, "the bearded coby," from the barbs or 
wattles on hk lips, which give him the appearance not 
only of having a beard, but also a moustache. Hence also 
boys by the riverside call him " Beardie," and in shallow 
water amnse themselves by trying to captare bim nnder 
stones, from bis fancy for getting beneath wbicb he also 
is designated the Stone Loach. 

Izaab Walton, who writes the word " locbe," says he 
" groweth not to be above a finger long, and is no thicker 
than is snitable to that length," which is quite trae of the 
loach of the Thames and clear, strong-mnning rivers ; but 
there is another loach — the "common pond loach"- — 
which will grow to double this length, and is distinguished 
by nearly a dozen barbels to his beard. Dr. Badham gives 
ns some very interesting particulars about this loach, 
which he calls Cohitie foBsilis. This fossiUs delights in 
mud, and both smells and tastes of it. 

The loach has had areputation from of old for wondrous 
fecundity, and seems always to be either spawning or in 
Toe. This had given rise to a proverb even before the 
time of Shakespeare, for in the dialogae between two 
Kochester carriers he makes one of them say to his com- 
panion, " Your cbimney lie breeds fleas like a loach," which 
of course does not mean to imply that a loach breeds fleas, 
but that the carrier's chimney bred fleas as plentifully as 
the loacb propagates its species. 

The word " loach " is the French loche, which is said to 
be derived from locker, to " fidget," and applied to our 
cohitie in consequence of his restless, " fidgety " move- 
ments. Bnt this is hardly the character of the Hver 
loach, for he is quiet enough generally nnder his favoorite 
stones ; and therefore we most pi-esome that it was from 
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theliabitsof the common pond loacli the title of "fidget" 
vas applied to all the coosinB. The " common pond 
loach" is certainly a "fidget," for though he bories him- 
self under the mod, especially in chilly weather, and takes 
long naps there, he comes out of it pretty frequently, and 
amuses himself with rolling and wallowing in it till he has 
made the water cloudy and dirty enough to his liking. 
Dr. Badham says that fossilis invariably goes through 
this exercise on the approach of bad weather, and hence 
that some people keep loach in glass globes to act as 
animated bM^meters, for their nneasy, " fidgety " more- 
ments give notice of a coming storm some twenty-four 
honrs beforehand. I have never had an opportunity of 
testing this prescience of the loach, hut I know that it 
is very generally believed in as a weather prophet. 

The loach has been well spoken of gastronomically ; old 
Izaak considering it a " dainty dish at table," and Gesner 
prescribing it as an invalid's fish. Bat this only of the 
"river" loach, not of his muddy pond cousin, the"ditchor 
mud coby." For my own part, I think a loach very poor 
eating, at all events, far inferior to the gudgeon. The 
best thing to do with a loach when you catch one is to 
examine it from a naturalist's point of view, and then 
return it to its native element. It is useless as a Uve bait 
for jack, being too delicate to survive much rough treat- 
ment or exposure to the air. In Scotland, however, loach 
are used for spinning baits for lake trout, especially in 
bright weather; and the method of getting them is to 
wade up a shallow burn and spear them with a fork — by 
no means a difficult process, for like the ostrich, the poor 
little loach seem to have aa idea that their whole body ia 
concealed when the head is hidden under a stone. 
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NOTE xvin. 
Small 4trB. 

THE MINNOW — THE STICELEBACE. 

" De mimmis non curat Lex " — " The Law regards not 
mininiB" — is an old adage, but one which I mast disregard 
for the nonce in continning my notes on " Small Pry," as 
I now come to " Nature's minim," the Minnow, so called 
becanse he is a " minim," the tiniest (Latin, miniimts) of 
Our fresh-water fish. The word "Minnow " is seen in the 
old French menuiae, "small fish," "fry,"- — firom menu 
" small." 

An old English name for the minnow was "pink," 
Thus in the " Angler's Ballad," in Cotton, we read,— 

" And Ml well jon may think. 
If jon troll with a pink. 
One [i. e. fishbg-rod,] too weak will be apt to miscarrj." 

This name, it is said, was given to onr little fish from the 
"pink" or rosy colour of its belly in summer. Or ia 
the word really the old English pink, a small eye, an eyelet 
(ceillet), eyelet-hole, and giren as a title to the minnow on 
account of his smallness ; or again is it the flower " pink," 
also ceillet in French ? 

The little fish, though a humble member of the family, 
takes his place among the Cwrinid(E, or Carp, which I 



836 KOTES ON FISH AND FISHINQ. 

have h&A occasion to mention so often as supplying most 
of OUT English fresh-water fish; and he is of the snb- 
genos Leudsd, or White Fish, to which the roach and 
dace belong. His ichthyological name is Leuciscus pkoxi- 
nug (Cnvier), or Phoxirme Irevie ; the Greek ^fw (con- 
nected with ofw — "sharp"?) signifying "pointed." 
Thereites, in the Uiad, has this term applied to his head, 
which was of the sugar-loaf type. But why it Bhould be 
specially applied to the minnow I cannot understand, as 
he is no more " pointed," or sagar-loafed, as to either 
head or tail, than many other fish. 

But never mind — ^what a pretty little fellow he is 1 Not 
a prettier fish disports itself in our waters. Lay one, 
when in full season in the height of summer, on the palm 
of your hand, and examine and admire him. Mark his 
shape — a miniature salmon jn symmetrical configuration. 
Mark his beautiful colouring — every shade of olive, white, 
pale brown, silver, pink, and rosy, harmoniously blended, 
and producing that beautifully mottled appearance which 
reminds one of the mackerel and of the Salmo fonUnalts, 
the lovely American brook-trout, which I hope before long 
will be naturalized in many of our rivers. Izaak Walton 
describes him in this way ; " The minnow when he is in 
perfect season hath a kind of dappled or waved colonr, 
like a panther, on his sides, inclining to a greenish or sky 
colour." These are evidently meant to be words of enthu- 
siastic admiration, though, with all deference to oar old 
master, somewhat unintelligible. But however we may 
describe him, no one with an eye to beauty can iail to 
admire the pretty little minim. 

We may not care to angle for him now that we are 
full-grown, and perhaps grey-haired or bald-headed fisher- 
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men, bat we cannot foi^t the iaterest we took in min- 
nows when we were boya. There was a time when, to 
nae the words of Oowper in his Retirement, — 

" To anare the mole, or with iU-&shioii'd hook 
To draw th' iniantioaB minnoa from the brook, 
Wtire life's prime pleaimres in our simple vie v." 

Minnows were probably the first fish we ever caught. 
And how triumphantly we osed to carry them home in an 
old medicine-bottle, which afterwards answered as a small 
aquariam, till the poor little captives died, perhaps oat 
of sheer wonderment why their native element became so 
hard to their lips at a given point which they could not 
distingniah with their eyes I As long as boys and mia- 
nowa exist, there will be an irresistible attraction between 
the two, not indeed exactly mntoal, but of the former to 
the latter ; though in a certain sense, too, of the latter to 
the former, for, as I often notice on the banks of the 8er- 
pentine wid round pond in Kensington Garden, the little 
fish cannot resist the scraps of worms oflfered them by 
the young urchins who persist in fishing these forbidden 
waters, even with the fear of the Royal Ranger, police, 
and pwk-keepers before their eyes. A curious &ct in 
the natural history of minnows is that they devour their 
own dead — at least Br. Badham says so — and I suppose 
he means literally and immediately, and not in the sense 
in which we are said to eat our ancestors, when we eat 
the " muttons " which have grazed the herbage on their 
graves. 

A few months ago I saw at the shop of Mr. Holroyd, 
59, Gracechurch Street, a golden minnow, which had been 
caught at the mouth of the Gadd, near Rickmondsworth. 

z 
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He was " as yellow as a ffoinea," or a Oyprimu auraius, 
from head to tail. 

In none of the books I have read on fishes and angling 
do I remember having seen any notice of the minnow 
gastronomically, nor do I know any person except myself 
(inclading my &mily) who has eaten minnows. I came 
to do so in this wise. Some winters ago, during very 
bard, frosty weather, 1 was crossing a narrow wooden 
bridge over one of the many streams which flow through 
that " land of rivers of waters " about Harmondsworth 
and Colnbrook, in Middlesex, when I noticed a black- 
looking mass of minnows, tens of thousands in number, 
lying behind one of the supports of the bridge, hnddlod 
together so as actually to be touching one another. It 
might be suggested that they had thus packed themselvea 
for the sake of warmth; bat how any number of 
cold-blooded animals would get warmer by contiguity, 
I do not know. My first thought, like that of any other 
human savi^^, was how to capture them, and the second 
action of my mind was the determination to capture them 
and convert them into " whitebait." I went home at 
once, and got a Unding-net of small mesh enough to hold 
these little fish, and, drawing it up sharply behind them, 
I landed literally a hatful. My cook did her best to 
cook them, frying them, of course, in batter, and my 
&mily and self to eat them ; and the general verdict was 
that they were an excellent sabstitnte for peal whitebait, 
the fried batter, with the lemon and cayenne and the con- 
comitant brown bread and butter, makings as they do with 
whitebait, an agreeable combination. It is quite worth 
while to deal with a hatful of these little Leucisd in this 
&8hion when yon can get one as easily as I did. 
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K yon want them for bait — and the minnow, as all 
anglers know, is an irresistible lore for percb and troat 
—there are several ways of catching them : with a casting- 
net of small meeh ; with rod and line in abont two or 
three feet of water, yonr bait a scrap of worm or gentle 
on a very small hook (or even without a hook), and 
toaching the bottom ; or with what is called a minnow 
net. This latter " engine," aa the Acts of Parliament 
term it, is simply a small shallow net on an iron hoop of 
abont eighteen inches diameter, which is let down into two 
feet or less of water, and drawn up at intervals of a 
qnarter of a minnte or so, when the minnows which 
happen to be disporting themselves over it are transferred 
to the " npper air," if they are not pretty quick in their 
movements. Minnows are said to be the most inqnisitive 
offish, and nnable to resist the temptation of investigating 
the net, to which it is often the cnstom to attach a few 
small pieces of red cloth, which still further excite the 
cnriosity of Phoxtnua and condnce to his capture. A good 
minnow-trap consists of a large glass jar, with a perforated 
metal top, and the bottom constructed like the mouth of 
crab, lobster, or eel pot. I believe such were made years 
ago, bat I never saw one till the othrr day, when they 
were shown by Mr. Alfred, of Moorgate Street, at the 
Piscatorial Exhibition at the Weetminster Aqoarium, 
There are few more interesting inmates of a fresh-water 
aqnariam than these pretty little fish. 

Associated by some, and confused by many, with the 
minnow, is the Sticklebat, written "Sticklebag" by 
Izaak Walton, and also called " Stickleback" or " Prickle- 
back." Small boys almost invariably seem to my ears to 
pronounce the word as if it were " tiddlebat " or " tittle- 
z 2 
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bat," and "tiddlers" is an abbreviated form, I 
must confess for maoy years to bave had a very 
hazy perception of the difference between these two little 
fish J indeed, I am tmder the impression that for some 
time at least I thought they were one and the same fish. 
But now I " know a hawk from a bemshaw " (hand-saw), 
and a minnow from a stickleback, and I am happy. For 
the benefit of any of my readers — if I may pay them the 
bad compliment of oupposing there is even one among 
them whose views are not quite clear as to the all- 
important and soul-engrossing difTerence between these 
two leviathans of our waters — let me say that, in the first 
place, they belong to two entirely distinct classes of fish, 
the minnow being a earp, as I have before obaervedj and 
so a member of the extensive family of the Malacopt6rygii, 
or "soft-finned" fish, while the stickleback belongs to 
the ichthyoiogical section of the Acantkopterygii, or 
spinons-finned fish. The group, or sub-family, which 
claims onr stickleback is the Qumard group, a member of 
which is a common object on our fishmongers' slabs, and 
is reputed to contain poison in his head. The gurnard 
group is characterized by " sharp projecting cheeks, and 
cuboid heads cased in cuirasses of bony plates;" bat this 
feature does not come out very strongly in our little 
friend, though there can be no doubt about his being a 
gurnard. Linnseus assigns him to the genus of Gaw- 
i&rosiei, which, being interpreted, signifies "bony-sided" 
or " bony-bellied." In a rough way, it may be translated 
"armour-plated." There are salt-water as well as fresh- 
water Qastero8tei,&-aA naturalists discriminate between no 
less than six kinds of sticklebacks in our ponds and rivers. 
I believe the commonest in our waters is the "rough- 
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tailed three-spined stickleback," with bony plates along 
bia side, with green back and sides and white belly, some 
of the males at certain seasons having the latter of a 
brilliant crimson. 

The title Sticklebat, or Stickleback, is derived from the 
old English word stii'lde, a " spine " or " pricklej" the 
yerb stick in the signification of "to pierce" being the 
same word. In almost all languages the stickleback, 
which is widely distributed over all Europe, gets his name 
from hia formidable " spines." Thus he is epinoche in 
French, atackeljisch and siichlmg in German, and spi- 
narola, with several other " prickly " appellations, in 
different Italian provinces. Another name for our spiny 
little friend was " banstickle," from ban, old English for 
" bone," and stickle, " a prickle," as aforesaid. 

Our minikin, who is generally under two inches in 
length, and never exceeds two and a half, is yet a fish 
of mark. He is wondrously active, pugnacious, and 
voracious. Backer reports that " one will eat seventy 
small fish about three lines long in less than an hour." 

The following is a lively sketch of the habits of 
sticklebacks, from the Annals of Natural History : — 

" When a few are first turned into a tab, tbej swim about in a 
shoal, apparently exploring their new habitation. Suddenly one will 
take possession of a particular comer of the tub, or, m will sometimes 
happen, of the bottom, and instantly attack his companions. If any of 
them venture to oppose his sway, a regular and most fnriouB battle 
ensues ; the tiro combatants swim round and round each other with 
the greatest rapidity, biting and endeavoniing to pierce each otber 
with their spines, which on these occasions are projected. I have 
witnessed a battle of this sort which lasted several minutes before 
either would give way ; and when onfl does submit, imagination can 
bardly conceive the vindictive fury of the conqueror, who, in the most 
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penevering and nnrelenting manner, chues hie rival irom one part of 
the tab to another until fairly eihansted with fatigue. They a)w 
use their spinea with such fatal effect that, incredible as it maj appear, 
I bare seen one during a battle absolately rip his opponent quite open, 
BO that he Mink to the bottom and di«d. I have occaeionatlj known 
three or fonr parts of the tab taken poiwession of h j as manj otiiet 
little tjrante, who guard their tarritorieE with the stricteat vigilance, 
and the slightest invasion invariably bringe on a battle. These are 
the habits of the male Jish alone ; the females are quit« padfio, appear 
fat.as if full of ma, and never asBume the brilliant colours of the male, 
by whom, aa far as I have observed, they are onmoleBted.'' 

Here is anotlier description of a most interesting featnre 
in stickleback life : — 

" I daresay it, will snrprise many of my readers t« be told that the 
etichlebacks are the only British fi^esh-wate^ fish that bnild complete 
nests, like birds, in which to deposit their egge ; and that during the 
subsequent spawning process they display in their diminutive bodies 
a courage, solicitude, and even afibction, almost wiUiout a parallel 
amongst fish. If the pike is the tyrant of the water, the aticklehack 
is certainly entitled to be called its hnight errant. Now, with hated 
weapons, and glittering in green and purple, he tenderly woos the 
object of his devotion, or armed cwp^pie patrols, a watchfnl sentinel, 
before her noptdal bower ; now he fiercely disputes witii rival claimants 
the poasesBion of some favourite ' coign of vantage,' or sheathed in 
armour of proof aud bristling with spines, charges, like a Paladin of 
old, through the liquid plains in search of other sticklebacks as pug- 
nacious and more penetrable than himself." 

The stickleback constructs the nest here spoken of with 
as much ingennity as any bird, carrying in its month 
small pieces of planta and weeds often from a considerable 
distuice. These, with minate particles of eand, it collects 
into one spot, and then smears them over with a glntinoos 
secretion which makes them adhere together. It then 
presses them from time to time by a peculiar moTement 
of the body so as to give them the required shape, fre- 
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qnentl; strikiog the mass with its pectoral fins, as if to 
ascertain whether it has acquired the necessary consis- 
tency. Have I not now written enoagh to justify the 
assertion that the stickleback is a most interesting little 
fish ? And may it not be tmly said of them what Virgil 
in the Oeorgics says of the bees, — 

" £t magnoa animos in pairo coipore versant " f 
(i.e. " Thej have Ug souls in little bodies.") 

If yon want to capture any for an aquarium, a scrap 
of worm attached to a piece of thread, without a hook, 
will answer the purpose. They try to swallow it " holus- 
bolus," and cling to it firmly when drawn ont of the water. 
If for want of minnows you use them as bait for perch, 
be sure yon cut ofif their prickles. The perch seem to 
know that they are protected from the jack by their 
spinous £u, and consequently are themselves more than 
shy of the prickly little sticklebacks. 
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NOTE XIX. 

Small Jry. 

THE miller's thumb — THE CBATFI8H. 

With a few remarks on the Bnll-heai3, or Miller's Thumb, 
ftud the Crayfish, I shall have completed my memoranda 
on Small Fry. 

The bull-head, or miller's thumb, like the loach, ruff, 
minnow, and stickleback, is found in the Thames and other 
of our English waters. He belongs, like the stickleback, 
to the great family of the " spinons-flnned" fish, and, like 
the stickleback, to the gurnard group. His sub-family ia, 
according to the naturalists, that of Cottus, and his dia- 
tinctiye title Gottus gobio, which seems to suggest that 
he is a kind of " gudgeon," which, in reality, he is not, 
the gudgeon being one of the "soft-finned" tribe and a 
member of the "carp" family, as I have already pointed 
out. I believe, however, some naturalists actually hold 
that he is allied to the gudgeon. 

Gottus gobio is not an easy fish to describe personally. 
He is from three to four inches in length, of which his 
head forma no inconsiderable aportion. He is "mottled" 
something like the minnow, and yet the marking is not 
unlike the gudgeon, though somewhat darker, or the loach, 
or the rufE. Indeed, he is a sort of amalgamation of all 
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these fisli as regards his body — i.6. Tritliout its head — and 
if this were cut off, and the rest of him shown to an 
unskilled natnralist, he might be puzzled to name the 
decapitated trunk. It is the heeid of the Cottus gobio 
which is his distinguishing feature — and a rery distin- 
guishing one it is, weighing, I should think, h^f of his 
entirety. Indeed, he might roughly be described as " all 
head," Hence his title in the " vulgar tongue," bull- 
head and miller's thomb. In reference to the latter sobri- 
quet, I roust confess my ignorance as to the origin of the 
idea that a miller's thumb, or the top joint of it (to make 
it a title applicable to our Oottus), is abnormally large ; 
but I have read (in Yarrell, I think,) that certain depart- 
ments of a miller's work oaase this enlargement, though 
I don't believe it. I remember also to have read a story 
of a supposititious child being placed out to nurse in a 
miller's family, and the question of its identity a long time 
afterwards hanging on the formation of its thumb ; the 
thumb thus seeming to be considered '' congenital" with 
millers' children. However, I will not pursue this point. 
It is sufficient to know that, either as a vulgar belief or as 
an actual fact, a miller has a thumb with an unusu^y 
large top joint ; and hence the appropriateness of one of 
the titles of the little fish in question. "Bull-head" 
explains itself, the prefix " bull," as found in many words, 
signifying "huge," "heavy," "ugly" — all combined 
more or less. There can be no doubt, therefore, as to the 
appropriateness of this appellation, for our Cottus is par 
excellence the most "bull-headed" of all our fresh-water 
fish, large or small, and is certainly entitled to be thus 
opprobrionsly designated. It is no libel, as it is to call a 
chub a" loggerhead." 
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I must resist inflicting on my readers an etymologica] 
disqnisitioii as to the origia of tlie prefix " bull," mach as 
I shonld like to indulge in it. Here, however, is a string 
of words with this prefix : — Bull-trout, bnll-beggar, bnll- 
briar, bnllice, buU-dog, bull-fice, bull-finch, bull-frog. Is 
this prefix our " bull" (the bovine creature, ornament 
and terror of oar meadows), which is said to come from 
the Anglo-Saxon hellan, to roar — ^by the wayj the red deer 
in North Devon are said to " bell ") — or is it " bull," Latin 
bulla, a " globe " — in the sense of a large mast ? Then, 
again, we have an Irish "bull," abu11etin,ballet, abnlly, a 
Pope's "boll," and a "bulrush" and a "bulwark" with only 
one I. Here is a fine field — but I leave it, onlyadding the re- 
mark that Dr. Johnson interprets a " bull-head" as"astnpid 
fellow/' " a lubber." In some provinces of France our little 
fishreceives a moreinsultingtitlethan either miller's thumb 
or bull-head, for he is called ITe^d'dnflji.e, "Donkey-head." 

But, though he has so many opprobrious names and is 
troubled with a very ponderous cranium, Cottus is uo 
donkey or "stupid fellow." He is a lively little chap, 
and " knows bis way about." His dwelling, like that of the 
stone loach, is beneath stones, and he is partial to shal- 
low water at a mill-tail. You may occasionally catch him 
when fishing for gudgeon, but not often. Your best chance 
is under his favourite stones, but he is quicker than the 
loach in making his escape. But when you do catch him 
there is the consolation of knowing what he is, by his 
head. Some persons compare him to a tadpole, but he 
always strikes me as being more like the classic dolphin, 
with which we so frequently ornament onr public and 
private fountains. 

As long ago as the days of Aristotle, and doubtless 
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long before Iiiin, Coitus gobio osed to be hnnted for under 
BtoneSj for the sake of hia meat. Dr. Badbam aays tbat 
it "tarns bo tbe coloar of salmon wben boiled, and is 
beld a delicacy;" while Salter avers, "they are fine eat- 
ing after the heads are cut off." I confess, notwithstand- 
ing my extensive gastronomical investigationsj I have 
never tasted a bnll-head ; bat I will the next time I have 
a chance, and make a memorandum of my sensations for 
future use. With the head off, however, there mil be 
little left to discuss as an epicure. 

A word or two anent an interesting little denizen of 
the Thamea and its tributaries, and of other English 
waters— the River Cray-fish. This is not, properly 
speaking, a " fish," bnt a crustacean. It is oar fresh- 
water lobster, though of diminutive proportions, seldom 
exceeding four inches in length. It is very like the 
lobster iu all particulars of shape and coloar, though the 
body is flatter and the claws rougher; and, like tbe 
lobster, it turns red whea boiled. Like the lobster also, 
the cray periodically shuffles off bis shelly coil, and gets 
bim a new jacket; and once more, like their sea-water 
consius, crays are wonderfully prolific. Grays too, like 
Nestor, are said to be very long-lived. According to 
naturalists, our little crustacean belongs to tbe genus 
Astacws, and is called by way of distinction Astacus 
fiuviatilis, that is tbe "river astacus." The title 
"cray," which is the same as, or rather I should say 
another form of, "craw," our little friend being a 
relative of the huge " crawfish," is a- corruption of the 
old High German hrebia, now crehs, or of tbe French 
ecrevisae, the letters cr being evidently the old root. 

He is found, as I have said, in the Thames and its 
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tributaries, bnt I have nerer caught one lower dowii thaB 
Datchet. Higher ap he is abundant in some districts, 
partioalarly in the neighboarhood of Bisney, abore 
Oxford. He likes clear rivers with moderately rapid 
stream, and he will not live in slaggiali water, becatiBe it 
is not sufficiently aerated; and hence he cannot be kept 
in an ordinary room aquarium. He will die in a few 
minutes if covered with water in a pail, but will live for 
some time if he has only about half an inch of water, and 
for several days in damp grass or nettles. It is a strange 
factthat he is not to be found in any of the West of England 
trout streams. I suppose the reason is that these are too 
rapid for him. He lives on aquatic ehell-fisb, larvee of 
water insects, spawn of fish (the rascal !), and on small 
fish too, when he can get them, and on animal and 
vegetable matter generally. He is, in fact, like his 
cousins, the lobsters and salt-water " crawa," a kind of 
scavenger of the deep. His habitat is in holes among the 
roots of trees, in planking, in clay banks, and the openings 
in stone walls ; and in districts where they are abundant, 
boys and men too, regardless of an occasional pinch firom 
their strong nippers, or a bite from a water-rat; 
search them out with their hands. This is the best 
way of getting a basket of crays, but you must know 
their whereabouts. There are other methods, how<- 
ever, of capturing them; a line for instance, with pieces 
of bait attached, will draw them from their holes, and 
they may be scooped np with a small hand-net when 
intent on a dainty morsel. They are taken too in some 
districts in bundles of thom>sticks with " offal " of sonie 
kind or other enclosed in them and sunk to the bottom 
with a heavy stone. Master Cray cannot resist the at- 
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traction, especially if bits of frog's flesh are among tlie 
baits, and he squeezes and worms his way into the 
treacheroas /(wcine«, which the cray-fishers haul ap before 
he can find his way oat ^ain. Baited traps too, after 
the fashion of eel-traps, made of common wiliow-wands, 
or baskets like those used to catch crabs and lobsters, are 
also saccessfnl snares for the Cray. 

How strange it is that so little is thought in England 
of the Cray gastronoinically ! In France, where ^crevinses 
are naturally abundant, and are also extensively pro- 
pagated by artificial means, they are highly esteemed, and 
most rightly so, for the meat from the tail is a veritable 
" bonne boUckn," and the rest of the little crustacean is 
"pretty sucking." In Paris enormous numbers are 
eaten every day — the autumn is the true cray season — ■ 
and they M-e as acceptable in the majority of other 
continental towns where gourmets do most congregate. 
The variety of ways of treating them for the table is 
infinite, but their chief use is for the celebrated potage ^ 
la bisque. The ancient Greeks knew their virtues, and 
Alexandrian crays were esteemed above others, as our 
" Native AVhitstables " are above " Commons." The 
Bomans, too, appreciated them, and served them in a 
hundred ways. And yet here in England in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century we despise them, and 
hardly care to nse them even for " garnishing," though 
for this purpose there is hardly anything in nature which 
can be manipulated to better effect ! 
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TBAUE8 AiraLINQ, 

" Jit tkat hletl moment from hit ooxg bed 
Old JPather Thorns advaitced ii* reverend head — 

• •*•*• 

Around kit throne tie tea-bom hrothert ttood. 
Who twell with tributary umt hitjloodi 
Firit the filmed author* of hit ancient name. 
The mnding Iiit and thejhti0tt IZame." 
PoPK. 

" Sut health and labour't vrilling train 
Crovmt all Thy banks with waving gratUt 
With beauty decks thy sylvan skadet. 
With livelier green invests tky glades ; 
And graee, and bloom, and plenty pours 
O'er thy tweet meads and viilloviy shores. 
The field* v>here herds unnvmberd rove. 
The laureU'd path, the beechen grove. 
The oak, in lonely grandeur f'ee. 
Lord qf the forest and the tea ; 
The spreading plain, the cultured hill. 
The tranquil cot, the restless mill. 
The lonely hamlet, calm and ttill ; 
The village.tpire, the busy toien, 
The shelving bank, the rising doion; 
l%e fisher's punt, the peasant's home. 
The woodland seat, the regal dome,— 
In quick succession rite to charm 
The mind with virtuout feeling* warm ; 
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Till v)ier« tht/ widening current glidea 
7b mingle with tie turhid Hdet, 
Tkg tpacioiu breatt duplay* unj\irVd 
The entigna of Ik' aetemhled world." 

As at the begmning of these Notes it may have been 
pat down as a grand omission that I did not deal with 
salmon, so at the end of them it may be noticed that I 
have omitted a disconrse on eels and lamperns. I have 
already given a reason — a good one, I thiok — for the first 
omission ; for the last I can offer two. The one ia that 
I have no space left for eels (to say nothing of lampems), 
having already transgressed the nnmberof pages assigned 
for my memoranda and miscellaneous chit-chat; and to 
deal fally with eels, and the variety of qaestions connected 
with these strange creatnres, woald involve a lai^^ Note 
than any I have yet written. The other reason is that 
eels, though most interesting animals, hardly seem to 
rank with JUh, I do not mean ichthyologically, bat with 
fish which the angler makes the object of his parsnit. Of 
conrse this remark may apply to some of the " small fry " 
jost treated of; bat, be this as it may, I must, at least 
for the present, leave eels to take care of them- 
selves. 

There were other Kotes I had intended to make, as a 
sort of Part III. to this piscatorial farrago, e.g. on 
"Fishing in Devonshire," and especially in Slapton Lea; 
on " Fishing in the Eastern Counties," especially in the 
" Norfolk Broads ; *' and on " Piscicnlture and the Pre- 
servation of Fresh- water Fish " — but all these most be 
omitted simply because there is no room for them. My 
last Note, then, just by way of making a "tail" to 
my modest contribntion to angling literature — (call it 
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" padding," if yoa like, good critic I) — will he on " Thames 
Angling." 

I am easentially a Thames angler, as my readers have 
probably discovered long ere this. I love the dear old 
river above all other rivers. I was born on the Thames, 
i. e. on its banks ; I learnt my Latin grammar and the 
grammar of angling on the Thames ; and I took my 
degree both as M.A. and, to perpetuate a threadbare old 
joke, as a senior (wr}angler on the Thames. I know 
every inch of the river, from its source (which ia its 
source, by the way ?) to the Nore. I could map every 
reach from Oxford to Richmond, tell the name and depth 
of almost every " swim," and the spot where grows each 
rare aquatic plant, such as the rich butomus, or flowering 
rush, and the elegant villarsia, the latter of which, by the 
way, can only number about six patches in the 150 miles. 

I — may my apparent egotism and my eathoaiaam, too, 
be pardoned — admire the soft beanty of the Thames, its 
quiet "home" scenery, snch as no other river in the 
world can boast, its varied volume of water, — 

" Strong without rage, withoat o'erflowing Aill," 

(except in the wretched "flood" times], its thousand 
charms, which seem to gather rather than lose force as 
years pass on, — 

" Teoding to the darksome hoUoirs, 
Where tha frosts of winter lie." 

" Once a Thames angler, always a Thames angler," I 
believe. It cannot be otherwise. If, in the hey-day of 
youth, evea before we cared for fishing as a sport or 
viewed it as on art, by chance we formed one of a party 
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in a Thames fislierman'B punt, a mark was made in onr 
memory never to be effaced. We were certain to repeat 
the experiment deliberately, and ten to one we became 
enthasiastic Thames anglers. Thus a modem lyric poet 
commemorates his " early days " of Thames angling : — 

" Was ever indolence so Bweet, were erec dajB bo fine, 
As when we lounged in that old punt, and plaj'd with rod and line P 
"Fis traefew fish were canght there, bat tlie good old ale we qiiafi"d; 
A« we chatted, too, and smoked there, and idled, dream'd, and Uugh'd 1 
Then we thought only of to-day — of to-morrow had no fear — 
For Borrow scarce had tinged the stream that flow'd thro' Blaukion 
Weir." 

As years passed on onr poet evidently came to think 
less of the " beer and tobacco " aspect of the matter, and 
more of the " moral " charms of a day on the Thames. 
Those of as to whom a hard lot baa denied the many days 
on the Thames we would wish to take, can sympathize 
with him as he goes on to say.:^ 

" AmidBt the whirl of weary lifb, its wony and its bore, 
Comes back that well-known lullaby — the old weir'a distant roar; 
It gilds the cloud of daily toil with sunshine's Gtful gleams. 
It breaks npon my slumber, and I hear it in my dreams ; 
Like music of the good old times, it strikes upon my ear — 
If there's an air can banish care, 'tis that of Blankton Weir I" 

Happy the man who can take as many days on the 
Thames as he will I No happier man than the Thames 
angler — I mean here the well-to-do angler, who can com- 
mand a punt and all the purtenances thereof. 

No angler has a better field for his sport and his art. 
Perhaps, as I have already intimated, the Trent anglers 
are more artistic fishermen, and no one can deny that they 
have a splendid river for fishing. It abounds in fish of all 
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kinds, at least of alTnost all kinds. Drayton, hymning the 
grand Midland river, and alluding to the old legend which 
connects the word "Trent" with the French Trente — 
" thirty," says that among the other " thirties," — 
" There eliODld be foand in her of fishes thirty kind." 
But, as a matter of fact, there are not thirty kinds of fish 
in the Trent. This may, nearer the truth, be boasted of 
the Thames, which, as I think I have before observed, 
contains a greater variety of flab than any other river in 
the world. And such fish ! — edible and sportive beyond 
all other fish; and, withal, more difficult of capture than 
all other. The Thames, too, is a far more beautiful river 
than the Trent, take its whole length. Thus, unless he 
looks merely to the "pot," tbe Thames angler has a 
general fishing-ground surpassed by none, and the best 
fielqt for tbe highest enjoyment of his pastime. 

But your day's sport and comfort depends not a little 
on your puntsman, i, e, your professional Thames fisher- 
man. He belongs to a race which has its virtues and 
failings and marked idiosyncrasies. He is a "study," 
but let me at once say by no means an unpleasant one, 

I must premise, however, that by a Thames fisherman, 
I mean one who entirely devotes himself to his vocation — 
not that hybrid gentleman who is half fisherman and half 
poacher, or who is only the occasional owner of a leaky 
punt, or the mere servant of a letter-oat of pleasure-boats 
and punts, and who, when foisted on the unwary angler, 
shows as little knowledge of fishing as be really has of 
Conic Sections or the Novum Organum of Aristotle, or 
who is a summer fisherman only, or a mere loafer on 
tbe banks, and " everything by turns and nothing long," 
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• — I mean a honafide Thames fisherman, who is the hona 
fide owner of n pimt, poles, ripecks, rakes, tackle, and all 
the miscellaneous paraphernalia required for every variety 
of Thames fishing, and who attends to nothing else all the 
year round but waiting on " customers " when they do 
come, and for them when they don't. How many there 
may be of such fishermen between Oxford and Richmond 
I cannot say off-hand — perhaps at a very rough guess 
about a hnndred, two-thirds of whom would be below, 
and one-third above the City Stone at Staines. 

Having had a long experience of them, from fishing at 
almost every fishing-station on the river during the last 
twenty years, I have no hesitation in saying of them as a 
class that they are a very good set of fellows. They are 
"active and intelligent," as reporters, when under some 
httle obligation, say of police officers, and " civil and 
obliging," as they sayofstation-masters and other officials. 
One of their chief virtues is a love of, or at least the 
practice of order and cleanliness. Their cottages are 
generally models of these graces, though their wives must 
be credited with'part of this commendation. It is indeed 
a treat for a smoke-begrimed Londoner to find himself 
the temporary tenant of a sitting-room and bedroom in 
one of these humble little domiciles. He may hardly be 
able to " swing a cat " in the parlonr, and upstairs his tub 
may occupy the greater part of the superficial area, ' clear 
of fnmiture ; but he sits in an atmosphere of cleanliness and 
neatness, and sleeps in the same, surrounded with hangings 
of spotless white dimity, with bedroom furniture to match. 
He is not troubled by the bloodthirsty marauders of the 
insect world that " walk by night," nor, if he lies awake 
for a brief space, by the noises " that make night hideous." 
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The only BonndB he hears are those of the wind softly 
whispering tlirough the reeds or osier beds, the ripphng 
of the stream, the plaintive call of the moor-hen, or the 
Bomniferons masio of some not far distant weir. Pre- 
saming he has, what most anglers have, a qniet cooBcience, 
he can, if anywhere, at a Thames fisherman's cottage 
"sleep the sleep of the josb." 

And what shall I say of the creature comforts supplied 
to the angler F This will depend npon circumstances ; 
.but as far as cooking goes the Thames fisherman's wife 
invariably does all for him that culinary art can do, par- 
ticularly in serving his own fish as only a fisherman's 
wife can. 

I hare already said so much on this point, and, indeed, 
laid myself open to the charge of repetition, that I will 
return at once to the fishermen themselves. They are, as 
I have said, given to order and cleanliness. To this their 
punts bear witness. "A place for everything and every- 
thing in its place" is their motto; and as the angler 
takes his seat on a Windsor chair or punt-well in the 
morning, bound for the happy fishing -grounds, he admires 
the well-mopped craft, without a speck of dirt even on 
the foot-boards, and the thoughtful and orderly disposal 
of all the requisites for the day's sport. I never knew a 
good fisherman who had not the bump of order and 
tidiness. The next thing which attracts your attention 
is your fisherman's punting skill. What an easy thing 
punting looks I It is only just pushing a punt along 
with a pole, just as playing billiards is only giving a 
sharp tap to a ball with the end of a cue I Just try it 
then, and see what you can make of it. I remember once 
punting a lady for many long hours on a summer's day, 
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and hoping almoat against tope tliat she would eventudly 
say & word or two commendatory of my skill — I had 
leamt the art by contiimons practice as a boy — bnt she 
made no sign. She was one of those many who think 
that " what is done easily is easy to be done," At last 
I ventured an observation on the subject of punting, and 
elicited an enconraging reply to the effect that she 
thought any one could do it. I then suggested that as it 
was BO easy she should punt me a little way — we were then 
in the dead water above a Thames lock — to which she 
readily assented and essayed the de6mte task of punting 
a distance of about ISO yards to the lock, on the comple- 
tion of which I was to stand indebted to her for a pair of 
Piver'a best gloves. To say that she made no progress 
would be untrue. After a quarter of an hoar's gyrations, 
collisions with the hanks, and crab-like movements, we 
had advanced about twenty yards, and then the attempt 
was given up in despair, and apparently with no slight 
mortiBcation. I resumed the pole, bnt nothing further 
was said on the subject of punting. I must confess that 
few things annoy me more than the consciousness that 
spectators often witness one practising an art which has 
taken years perhaps to acquire, and are never struck with 
the idea that it is an art at all, but rather think it is 
within the compass of any ordinary fool. Some lubber, 
for instance, will watch you with all the intense vacancy 
of which he is capable spinning for jack ; or from the top 
of a weir for trout, deftly gathering your line in the palm 
of your left hand to be i-eleased with unerring accuracy 
again for a throw of some forty yards or so ; and think, if 
indeed he is capable of thinking, that there is " nothing 
in it." Just so as regards punting. Everybody thinks 
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there is nothing in it, and that everybody could do it if 
he cared to try. Well then, my Belf-complacent reader, I 
would again say " try it." If you have never panted 
before, I would give you a year to get a pant up Btream 
the last two hundred yards to Monkey Island, or by the 
Eton playing fields to Windsor Weir, and a decade to fii 
it to two rtpecks, as you see a Thames fisherman do with 
such apparent ease — and yon would not do it. I give you 
this fair time for your work because yon would pro- 
bably be overboard, and perhaps food for fishes, before 
yon had hardly begun your task, and learnt to think more 
humbly of yourself and more highly of others' skill. If 
you want to know the difficulty of punting, as I have said 
" try it." If you want to learn the art, take some lessons 
from, and diligently observe the unequalled skill of a 
Thames fisherman. 

But here is a terrible digression — redeamus. The punt 
is fixed above the destined swim, only to be moved when 
erratic barges threaten to sweep you bodily a^ra.y, or the 
wash of a stinko-rattle-pot, by a euphemism entitled "a 
steam launch," causes your pnnt to draw her ripecka 
from the bed of the river, or for piscatorial reasons, you 
think a change of scene desirable. When so moored, 
your Thames fisherman is "all attention." No nurse or 
body servant is more devoted to you, or anticipative of all 
your wants. He plumbs your depth, he baits your book, 
he watches your fioat, he administers the carefully con- 
cocted groundbait, he lands your fish, he unbungs the 
stone bottle, he uncorks your Bass, AUsopp, or Guinness, 
he drinks to your "good lack, sir," he fills your pipe 
and lights it (and his own too), he holds an umbrella 
over yon in the rain and a snnshade in the mid-day 
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beat. . He is " friend, philosoplierj guide," all in one, and 
from sunrise to snnset your " moat obedient, humble," 
devoted and withal scientific, servant. What can jou 
want more ? And yet more yon can have if you wish it, 
and often when you don't. He will talk the livelong day 
— de omnibus rebus et quibugdatn aliis — and especially de 
rebus piecatoriis, being a very walking, or rather sitting or 
standing, encyclopeedia of Thames fishing and general 
halieutics. And who shall blame him f Though perhaps 
you, as a scientific angler, may know quite as much about 
fishing as he does, he considers he is as much paid for 
talking as for attendance ; and it would be well if some 
anglers listened to his talk and followed his advice. 

No young professional fisherman has a better chance of 
learning all there is to leton aboat fishing, at least about 
Thames fishing. The Thames fisherman of even a few 
years' experience has had the opportunity of seeing and 
hearing a vast deal about fishing from his " customers," 
as well as of gaining practical knowledge himself, especially 
of the best way of fishing what may be called his own 
waters. He sees all the dodges and expedients of a 
variety of anglers, many of whom on the Thames are con- 
summate artists ; he notices all the successes and failures, 
if he is observant, as he generally is; he hears all the 
latest theories, and ponders them in his heart. As a rule, 
therefore, though they may not have much originality 
about them, Thames fishermen are thoroughly " up to 
their work," and he who would wish to become a 
thoroughly practical angler, cannot do better than sit at 
the feet of these piscatorial Gamaliels, hear all they have 
to say, and try to copy all they do. 

A special characteristic of the Thames professional fisher- 



. L.oci^^lc 



360 NOTES ON PISH AND HSHINO. 

men is that they never are, or never seem to be, weary of 
the longest day's fishing, however unproductive of sport 
it may be. One would have thought that they would be 
as sick of fishing ae a confectioner is of tarts and sweet- 
meats, or a boy of his Latin grammer, or a pedagogue of 
instruction. The contrary, however, is, or seems to be, 
the case. They never, with few exceptions, appear to be 
weary of doing their best to give their customers the 
opportunity of getting the best day's sport possible. 
ITiey will stick to a swim all day long if yon like, sug- 
gesting and trying all kinds of expedients to insure 
success; or they will "change the venue," accord- 
ing to your caprice, and as often as you suggest, without 
a murmur. They are hopeful when all the angler's hopes 
are expended. They are in a word as indefatigable in 
their endeavours and as inexhaustible in their resources 
to perfect a day's fishing as they are appreciatiTe of the 
" grub," drink, and tobacco with which " customers " by 
the unwritten law of the river are supposed to provide 
them. The appetite and '^ drinketite " of a Thames 
fisherman are proverbial. 

Hitherto I have spoken of the virtnes of the Thames 
fishermen. What shall I say of their faults and failings ? 
As a rule they have none but such as are common to 
humanity. Here and there you may meet with one who 
does not come up to the high standard which my long ex- 
perience assigns to them as a class. Here and there yon 
may come npon an idler and shuffler, who shirks getting 
up early in the morning, and constantly betrays a wish 
that the day was at an end, who likes as little trouble as 
possible, and implies all kinds of objections to changing 
the punt to another swim or rigging up fresh tackle for 
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another kind of fishing, who does not trouble himself to 
keep a supply of worms and live-bait, who does not even 
keep his pnnt tidy, and who generally forgets some 
requisite for a day's sport. Happily, however, this 
species of fisherman is as rare as a Thames trout of 
twelve pounds. 

A weakness of Thames fishermen consists in their 
hyperbolical narratives of days' sport they have had with 
other customers, of the astounding takes of barbel, of 
leviathan jack and trout, and of fishing incidents gene- 
rally. Another weakness with some is their persistent 
refusal to acknowledge anything in the way of ignorance 
in any branch of fishing. You may tell them something 
they never heard of before, or show them some excellent 
tackle on a brand-new principle they never heard of ; but 
their line is to pretend to know all about it, and nil 
admirari.. Sometimes they will even wax contradictory, 
andj however good an angler you may be, they except to 
all your theories and " crab " your practice. In fact, here 
and there you will meet with a thoroughly cross-grained, 
cantankerous fellow, who completely spoils your day's 
enjoyment, whether yon have good sport or not. 

One failing they all seem more or less to have. They 
hate a gentleman who keeps his own punt and fishes "on 
his own hook ; " and they even look askance at the humble 
and persevering bank angler. They seem to think the 
Thames was made for them and their customers ex- 
clusively, and that no one should dare to fish it without 
their assistance. 

Some few, especially in the early part of the trout season, 
go out by themselves and spin and live-bait the most 
likely waters. This is an unpardonable sin, and an unateur 
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angler should never employ a fisberaaD who follows this 
practice. CoDBidering the expense of a day's fishing on 
the Thames, and how many blank days a troat fisherman 
has in a season, and tho pancity of the trout themselves, 
the fishermen who are paid for their services should not 
attempt to thin the fish, or worry them into shyness by 
additional fishing and freqnently pricking them. 

And now I have done with them, though I could add 
much more, a little to their dispraise and very much to 
their praise. It is a bardish life for them in one sense, 
and a very precariotis mode of earning a livelihood. There 
are the fence months, from the end of February to the Ist 
of June, during which they can do no bottom fishmg. 
[By the way, March might well be included in the fishing 
season, and before long I have no doubt it will be.] And 
there are the long winter months, with many continuous 
weeks of flood or frost or rough weather, when they 
hardly see a customer. Ten shillings a-day, therefore, 
and bis grab is by no means an exorbitant sum to pay for 
a punt and its appliances and the fisherman's services, and 
o(ten his tackle. A careful man, who lays himself out by 
civility and attention to business to make friends, may be 
able to put by a few pounds " against a rainy day ; " and 
if he is really a good fisherman and can show his customers 
sport, he may expect a trifle extra now and then when a 
good trout is landed, or a large take of fish brought off. 
"Where the genuine Thames fishermen of another genera- 
tion are to come from, I do not know. The anglers are 
on the increase ; professional fishermen, for some reason 
or other, are not. Few seem to think the vocation good 
enough for their sons to follow in their steps. 

Here at last I must " wind up my line," and say fare- 
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well to my readers. Tho pleasantest memories of my life 
are connected with the dear old Thames. May theirs be 

also I 

" Glide gently thus, for ever glide. 

Oh, Thames ! that anglera all maj see 
As lovelj visions by thy side. 

Ah now, fair river, come tu me. 
Oh, glide, fdir stream, for ever so, 

Tb; quiet soul on all beEtowiug, 
Till all our minds for ever flow 

As tby deep waters dow are flowing 1" 
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BALA LAKE. 



WHITE LION ROYAL HOTEL, 

BALA, NOSTB WALES. 



THIS Hotel for the past Beven years has been undei^ing iiit«mal 
alterations, studied for the convenience and comfort of the public, 
and now stands equal to any Hotel in the Principality. 

Board, Lodging, and Attendance, from October to May, except 
Eaeter week, 49». per week. Saeter week, and the remaining months, 
63«. per week. Same terms at per day after the first week. 

The fishing has much improved in the past five or six years, from 
the rigid observance of the close time, and the preservation insisted 
upon by the landed proprietors. 

A thoroughly safe boat is kept for the use of visitors to this hotel. 

Bala, from its elevation above sea-level (about 700 feet), and its 
lake four and a half miles long, affords a beneficial change of air not 
to be found elsewhere in the kingdom. Epidemics are unknown. 

The Private Lodging accommodation is much improved of late 
years, and is now superior to most towns in Korth Wales. The 
scenery in the neighbourhood is both beautiful and grand. 

Any inquiries respecting the neighbourhood, private lodging accom- 
modation, Ac., will receive prompt attention from the Proprietor, if 
stamp is enclosed, 

"WlLllAM OwEir. 
n,, ,L.008lC 



FISHING STATIONS 
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY. 



From the followit^ List of -Fishing Stations it will be seen that this Line 

also opens up the celebrated Trout Streams of Somersetshire, North 

and South Deyonstire, North and Sonth Wales, Herefordshire, 

Shropshire, 6c., &c. 



Fbom PuiDiirsT 



Taplow .'.'.'.'. 
Uaideobead . . . , 
Cookhnm ... 
Bonina End . . . . 
Henley . . . , , 
KBARINO . . . . 

S^Word' '.'.'.'. 
BDBCford-OD-Avim . 
BveehBiD . . . . . 

Dolg^ . . , . . 
BBnuooth . . . . 
Bnildwaa .... 

Vak .'.'.'. '. 
LlandoreiT . 

Uoumoath (U»; Bill) '. 
Ffttrford .... 
AldemiBstoa . 
Hanp«rfotd . . ' . 
Ohjf^euham . 
Weymootb 

DoELPter . » , . 
Molluid .... 
Soath Molbtn . 
WelluiKUHi 

CoUnmpton . 
KXETEU 

Bnckfoatl^gB * 1 '. 

Asbbiutoa 

DutmoQlh (For Slnplon Len) 



S!f 
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Berwickshir e. To Anglers. Fish ing Quarters. 

MOOR COTTAGE is situated oonTenieotly for Fishing Qiurters 
uQ the WbiUdder Water, which ii one of the belt Btreanu fbr jn^w tnmt 
in the South of SootUnd. Boute:— To Gnuifi House Station, North British 
Biiilway, And driie 2^ mile*. There are other good atieaine near. 
From tht Sportiman'i and TonrUtt Guide to Siren, Locht, S^e., of Seoiland, 

Edittd by J. Vf±^ios Ltux. 
"The Whitadder ii oae of the beat trontjng Btreamg in the Soath of ScotUnd. 
where there are many good. It abounds in trout, as also do its tributaries, and 
capital spurt is got on it. Bod season, Feb. 1 to Not. 30." 
For further particulars appl; to Mr. J. Hdhtbb, 

Moor Cottage, Grant's House, N.B. 

AWMidcd for tMjr gnst ticc]1«n« Id Ibc Tying of ailmo 
imilTioulFlla. 

[PRIZE MEDAL, LONDON, iSb.] 



TO -A-ITO-XiEHS- 



Wright's Celebrated New-Jointed Fishing Rods, 

REELS Ain> xmnsa to suit. 

Salmon, Loch, and Trout Flies in great variety, and made to any pattern. 

Catalogaes by post gratis. 

AdareM-16. PRDTCES STSEKT, EDIHBTTBGH. 

.A.KrC3-XiII>Ta- I3Sr SCOXXi.A.3^I>_ 

AT DODQALL'S Qanmaking and Fishing-Taclile Manufactorj (the oldest 
Establishment of the kind in Great Britain), Sportsmen will find a large 
variety of Bods, lUels, Lines, and every required Equipmeat; and Anglers can 
supply themseliee (nnder the most eiperienced gaidance), for use In the Scottish 
Bivers and Lakes, with the proper JTlies and other Tackle, right selection of which 
for each locahty being a necessity to insare good Sport.— N.B. The Sea-fishing 
Tackle will be found the fineat in the worid, Sea-fiahing on the West Coast of 
Scotland being qaite a high-class eport. 

SDSIKBSB IBTABUBHES BIKLT IS TBB lABT OHITUBT, 



J. D. DOUOALL, 

GORDON STREET, GLASGOW. 



TO A.M'O-I.EB.S- 

JOHN ENBIGHT AND SON, 
FISHING ROD MAKERS, 

Oastle Gonn ell, near Li merick, Ireland. 

K.B.— EEELS AND LIHES TO MATCH BALANCE OF BODS. 
NO AGENTS, 

n ,1 , L.O()i^lC 



Jdeertuementi. 



G. LITTLE & CO., 
FISHINO SOD AND TACKLE MAKERS 

TO H.S.H. THE PRiNCB OP WALES. 
H.R.R. (lnU) PnlNCB CONSORT. H.I.M. IllW) NAPOLEON III. 

FRIZE MEDAL. 1851. 
Being the only Mednl ^rauted for Jlshbg Tackle alone out of 26 Eibibitors. 



THE NEW REQISTEEED 

EXCELSIOR FLY BOOK, 

&. 6(2. to 16*. escb. 

Hew Pocket Cork CnBhion, Fort fiee, li. 8d. and Ss. Sd. 

Superior Trout Bods, from 21b. to 13s. Salmon Bods, 42s. to 80a. 



15, FETTER LANE, FLEET STBEET, B.C. 






THOMAS ALDRED, 
FISHIira BOS AKD TACKLE MAKER 

To Ilieli RoTd Hichncsiti, the PRINCE BDd PRINCESS OP WALES : 

H.I.M. (lite) NAPOLEON III. and EUFRES8 OF THE FRENCH; Bud KING OP THE 

bELOlANS, and pitncipil crowned beadi or Eniope. 

IPHIZE lWCEr).A.L, 186 1. 

Being one of tno Medals granted for Fiahing Tackle out of 26 Eihibitors {side 

Juries' Reports). Also holder of FIVE other Prize Medals nnd Gold Sopff-boi, 

mounted with brilliante, presented b; Nttpoleon III., end Original and Sole Maker 

of the celebrated 

Ttme-pieM Qlned-np Tiiangalar SBlmon, Tront, and Bpinning Audi. 

RODS AND TACKLE SUIT ABLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 

Manufactory:— 126, OXFORD STREET, LONDON. 

CATALOaUBS OF PRICES GRATIS. , I 



6 Aiverti*ement». 

xtsbfuij biaps for anglbrs. 

CBXrOHLET>S KEOllJOED OBSHAITOE UAP OF UNQXANl} & 
WAI.E8, AND FABT OF SCOTLAND. Scale— T»o Miles to the 
Inch, in IS sheets, siieof eMh, 31x27. nltlillie Railways and nnmea or Btatlona. [Iniea 
Map poai/ftt on appUootimi. Price, in paper cover, plain.lt, ; ooloored, It.^d-^ iconnted 
on cloth, paper oover, ti. j in clolh case, ooloored, ii. ed. 

CBTTOHLBT'S OOTJNTT HAPS OF ENQLAND, with the lUiSvayi 
Btwli ConnCy Map, in paper caver, td. ; cloth Dover, ]i. ] mennced on cloOi, paper coiei 

Bedlbrd I>evonBhlz-e Hnntingdoii i Northampton fita^rd Worceetershire 



Doreetahire 
DorliaiTi 



BertlbTd 



Nothiin 



A9l«r NoHlDgt 
Hter OitordsJ 









Rov FnblUliAd bj QALL A TVQLIB, EdlnbnrKb ; k Londoa, 2S, ?st»Tii<iiter Bq. 



ALFRED AND SON, 

EVERY DESCRIPTION OF SuSoRFl'sEING RODS & TACKLE, 

BatabllBhed 1819. 
PublisheiB of " OTTER'S MODERN ANGLER," as. ; pest free for 36 stamps. 
The best Oulde to AnellnB and Ancline Station!. New Edition just out, witb Ma[ 
and Additional Illustrations. 

ALFBED'S TBODT ABD DACS ?LI£B, Zi. per dOEen. 

ALFRSD'8 FOLDIKQ COaX CUBHIOHS FOB TSB POCEST, la. fid. Mieh, 

2s. 6d. par paii. 
ALT BED'B CELEBBATISD EEL TBAP8 iXD UOnSOW TBAPS. 



20, MOORGATE STREET, LONDON, E.G. 

WILLS' BEST BIRD'S-EYE TOBACCO. 
WILLS' BEST BIRD'S-EYE CIGARETTES. 
WILLS' BRISTOL MIXTURE. 
WILLS' SMOKING MIXTURE. 
WILLS' "THREE CASTLES" TOBACCO. 



Thacierm/ in " 2Sb Virginiatu" aaya — 

" There'* no aweeter Tobacco comes from Virgini 
better brand than the ' Three Castles.' " 



The Public are cautioned against imitatione of the aboTe articles, 
which are sold only in Packets protected by the N'ame and Trade 
Mark of 

¥. D. and H. 0. WILLS. 



THE "SILVER TROUT.' 



F. T. WILLIAMS & Co., 

MAEEBS OF 

iixsi Class J^almnn mis Sprout §.aU ^ %ullt, 

10. GREAT QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C. 

WH -LIAJIB'S Celebrated Ouinea FLY BODS. 
WILLIAMS'S Celebrated 30b. SALUON BODS. 

The above are beat finished, and not lo be eqnolied at the price b; any other IiCQce. 
WIT.T.TAMB'S Improved SALMON & TBOUI EBONITE BEELS. 

Bods and Tackle ot any description made to order, or rep^red on tie shortest notice. 

H.B.— AU Bods and Tackle an made nuder oar awn immediate snperinteudence, tberetore 

can warrant ttaom made ot the beet malerialB, and good workmausblp. 

Oatati for Bottom FiiUiiK. 

(Roach, Daoe, Gadsean,&c.) 
Bod. Line, Hook, Float and Winder, SpaM 

Hooks, and Plnmiaet. ftom Sd. tu Tt. 6^. . 
Superior dltM, with Winch and Ronning 

Ontata for Barbel FUhinK. 

Rod, with Upright IliEBS, Wiooh, HanninR 
Line, Ont Line, Huok, Float and Reel. 
Bpare Linee and Hooks, liom lU. M. m Xi. 



4c. Complete from Si. M. ti 
Oatflu for Salmmi Fiihing. 
Complete OB abore for " Fly Iilshlng " tram 



Needle, tc., from 



CASES FITTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 



WILLIAMS'S NEW FLY BOOK (Registered), 

THE "EXCELSIOR." 

Each Fly is arranged separately, so that when FishiDg the F^ con be chaoRed in a second, 

wlthoDt getting yoiLr Fliee entangled. 

Price 6a. Gd.. Ss. and loa. 6d., by Post 3d. extra. 

F. T. W. & F. B. AEE THE SOLE INVENTOES. 

F. T. wSlLIAMS & Co. 

Ero to remind Anglers that they shenld consnlt their own iiiterest, and buy of the real 
Uakera— not Seltere only, and also to caation them amdust parchasine Aitioles pnrporting 
to be ot their make, and that their only Betabliehnent is at 10, Great Qneeo Street, 
IJncoln's Inn Fields, where all Ajtjcles are made on the premisaa and warranted to be of 
the best qnaU^. 

Family makeraofSrat-claaB Rods and Tackle, wholesale and retail, over fiity years. 
TO ANGLERS ORDERING GOODS PROM THE COUNTRY. 

All Orders mnsl be accompanied with a Bemlttance, or a Town Reference. 

Post OIBce Orders payable W F. T. WilliAms, General Office, EUgh Hollram. Cheqnea to 

For Artlclei to be sent tbrangh the Post; extia Stamps most be euclcned tbr postage. 



8 Aieertitementt. 

On Sale alt the Year round. 
ROYAL DEVONSHIRE SERGE, 

FOR SPORTSMEN'S SUITS. 

llaAe of idfcted and ebatic staple Wooli, id the reqoired and &sh!onab1e oolonra, 
and liomeapnn miitnree. No article woven eqoak tbu in genenl ntilitj. It 
Riakea a warm i^w^ent withoot b^ng bear;, and can be relied npon for dutability. 
It doea not cockle, and can be waahod ■■ flannel or bmshed aa cloth. 

SPEARMAN & SPEARMAN, 
DETOnSHIRE SERGE FACTORS, PLTHOUTH, 

Who EjTward patteniB apoo application in 27 and &4 in. for OEKTI.EHKN''S 
BDITB and for BOTS' Hard Wear— prices in 54 in., from 3«. Sd. per jard. 
27 and 54 in. for Indies' Wear, in mcdinm and heavy makes, prices trom 
1*. M. per jBrd. 27 and 54 in. for LADIES' wear in UOBT WBIOHT 
TASKS for Summer uaa, pricea from 1*. 6d. per yard. 27 in. for 
CHILBILEir'B WEAR, price It. ^d. per jard. 

N.B.^ — Oood wear ia pceitively guaranteed. The Ifftvy Blue la Indigo 
dje— SEA WATER WILL NOT HXTBT IT— it is the best material mad« 
for TACHTIlf a, FISHINO, and SEA-SIDE wear. 

New ahadiaga and deragns are constantly produced in all makes. 

Carriage is paid on parcel* aa far as London {so that Ihej are thence cheaply 
^atrilinted over the coaotry), and by steamer to Dublin, Bel&st, and Cork. 

Goods packed for EiporC. American and Continental Freif-hta apon application. 

REUBEN HEATON, 

BRONZED SALMON AND TROUT REEL 
(OR WINCH) MAKER, 

NOTTINGHAM STEEL CKNTBE BEEI.S. 

WHOLESALE AND FOR EXPORTATION^. 



10, UPPER HOSPITAL STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 

ANOLEBS, SFOBTSMEN, TOUBISTS, 

And othen BaBtaruig from Tender Feet, Corns. Ac., will oMi^ inatautaosana and 
permanent ralief vy nsin^ 

"SALVEO PEDES, 



A CURE FOE TENDER FEET. 



DiaaoTioiri.— Ons table-spoonful to a qoart of water, either tepid or cold. Bathe the fce( 
<ht and lADming, for abont five or ten miantea. 

TABSB ft SON, 60, Iismb'B Cond-oit St., Iioodon, and all Obemiata. 

In Bottles, price li. \ii., 2i. U., tt. td., and 11 



""t.oosk- 
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Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland. 

O IT THIS L I IT E 

Ara lomeiiflhe Moil-frtqueated SemrU of fha 

ANGLER & SPORTSMAN 

WEST OF IRELAND. 

Among tha Localides best known to Anglen ma; bo euomerMed (be (bUowtUK, viz. !~ 
BAIjZiZNA DISTRICT (BITEK KOT). 

The prinolpal ritBT ia tbeMoy, which is well k-owntobBono of thebeBtrirerainlrdamfl. 
LonghB Conn uid CuUin abound witb salmon, wbite and brown troat, and pika of the Jareeat 
..,„ rt. „ «-.. _. L .i..u... ■ ■- apartoftbelakeoonnectedtherewilb.pQaof 



LEE MANE DISTRICT (RIVER ERRIVE). 

The Errire Kiver and tbo Tonyard and Nafooey LakoB are well slocked with aalmon and 
trouC; the amaller rivare and lakes abcand with brown Iront. Bea-fiabing in KUlery Ba/ 
Teiy good. Apply to Ur. M'Eiowh, Hotel, Leenane, co. Galwa;, 

BALLYNAHINCH DISTRICT (GLENDALOCTQH). 

GlendaloQgh ia tile centre of two magniflcent chains of riveta and loogha, coounuiucating 
nritb BoimdBlone and Oalway Baya, and in the heart of the Conaamara acenery. Tlia 
aalDkon-flahln^ en DenyclAre, Qleiidalongb, and Ina^ Lakes has long been oelebiwed; and 
an iamuoerable network of anulleT lakes In the neishboDrbood abooad with troat. Apply 
to tlie Proprlelore of Glendalongh and Eocens Hotels, co. Galway. 

QALWAT DISTRICT (LOUOH CORRIB). 

Therirarraas throngh the tottn.and tBrallofBalraan. Bigbty-BeTen salmon were taken 
In one day, witli eeveuleau rods, at the end of April, lS7e. Loogb Corrib lies sear, and here 
ma^ be bad ercellenc sport in treat and pike flBbisg. Apply to Froprletor of Railway Hotel, 






water, which in BalDion>fishlDg Is so favoDFabla. What apleadid angliag thl« wild 
TASbr^al"— ItaxKiU'i" tfiLtSfOrtKif till Wat." 

TOTHtlST BETUBV TICKETS, available for Tvo Xontlu, 

ARE ISSUED DURING THE SEASON. 



, Btiiwst. 


IrUh am TiV.D>. 


"":3c:."- 
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Ad niaetraled Handbook, caulaiiuDK"Angler'a Companion," with Mape of the Fishing 
liatrict*. may be obtained with every other information leqaired. on application to the 



BsoxunoKi, Dublik, ie77. 



J. B. WABD, K(uiai«r. 
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HENRY W. TAUNT'S 
MAPS 2^ GUIDES 

TO 

THE THAMES, &C. 



THE N EW ILLUSTRATED EDITION eontaina a new sur- 
vey of the whole of the Eiver from TH AM ES H EAD to 
PUTNEY, on a scale of two ineuea to the raile, combined with a 
Guide giving every informatioE required by Oarsmen, Anglers, &c., 
and iUustrated by over 

100 Photographs of the Scenery of the Thames Valley. 

It also contains Guides to the Wey Navigation ; the Kennet and 
Avon Kivers and Canal ; the Berks and Wilts, North Wilts, Thames 
and Severn, Stroudwater ; Berkeley, Oxford, and Warwick Canals ; 
the Upper Avon River to Tewkesbury, and the Severn from thence to 
Gloucester; and forma a complete Guide to the Thames and its 
network of Canals. 

The book has been reduced in lize from (he former edition, and tie 
information U corrected to the present time. 

THE NEW POCKET EDITION 

Has its information complete to the present time, and will be 
found the handiest book for the Biver between Oxford and Futnoy. 



Photographers and Publishers of Views 

OP THB WHOLB OV 

The Scenery of the Thames, Avon, and their Towns. 

CATALOGUES AND PROSPECTUSES FREE FROM 

HENRY W. TAUNT & CO., 

9 AND 10, BROAD STREET, OXFORD; 

81, BASTON ST., HIGH WTOpifpij. 



Advert isem en is. 



TO H.M. i OOVERHHEHT. 

"challenqer' ' explorihg 

aud expeditions. 

■S ^ i . KtOAlS <*^. . „ ^ 

ink tp|p 
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S" J. L ■> s " 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEEP SEA. BIVER AND LAKE 

FISHINa TACKLE MANUFACTOBV, 

(ESrABLISHED 1770) 

195, UNION STREET, PLYMOUTH. 

[Tramway Tertainna.) 
HEABDEB'S IMPROVED BEAM TBAWLS Inventea eipresaly (br H,M.S. Ca.i- 

HE&BDEB'S OTTEK TBAWLS, on t)i« >ame prinoipl* ai tb» sboTS.— TfiAIWXL 
JTETS. rrom B to 12 feet deep, eaA from 10 to 80 fathoms lonR. Wartftnled to trap 
mom aah than any othar Trammale made, beiog conelracUid im scientific princlplee. 
^ SEIHE8, SET ITETB, DBAS KETB, XDCK NETS, STOP NETS. 
Any other kind of Nil can be teen at their Maaafactory. 

tinea. They boiEB practical Fisbermen of oyer fifty years' eiperienee, can anarantee that 
Ihe above Linss are moonted with all thoir latest improsemenls, and arafti superior in rig 



D,Q,t,7=^-i>, Google 



S. Allcock & Co., 

f STANDARD WORKS, 

Hi REDDITCH. 



"WHOLESALE AND EXPORT ONLY. 



MANUFACTURERS 

Of BTEBE DIaOBltTIUH OF 

SEA AND RIVER HOOKS. 

FISHING REELS. LINES. BAIT. 

SWIVELS. &c. 



Honourable Mention for Excellence, 

INTEENATIONAL EXHIBITION, 1862. 

A Diploma awarded at the Exhibition, 

TonoisTTO, ises- 

BEE,G^EIT, lSe5- 
TOTtlKTO, ISeS. 



Our Goods can be obtained through any leapeiitahle 
Sealer in any part of the Globe. . 



AdEeriUemetitt. 



SPORTSMAISrSJROUTE. 

THE CHICAGO & NOETH-TVESTERN BAILWAT 

iDt Uie Great Trunk RailwHT Linsa of the West and North- 

■kt-anjihna anil r^nna^^xta T^rmB Uie BhOTtflBt and qoickoat 

Northern Miotiigui, Minnesota, 
lod all points tn Bontlieni and Central 



OH&E& AVD califobhu LIHS 

Ib ths shortest and hest route tor all poinCi 
'a Noithem Illlooie, loira. Dakotsli, Ne 



braslca^ Wyoming, Oolon 



Calito 



Its 



CmCAQO, HAIIISOIT, ABD BT. FAVI 
LIKE 

Is the short line fbr Nortliem 'Wisconsin and 
UinnesoCa. and for Madlaon, St. Paul, Miu- 
neapolia, Dolath, and all [loints in the Qreat 



Owatonna, Uankato, SC P 



UinnaaoLa. Ite 

OAEEH BAT ft HASQUXTTE LINE 

Is the only line fcr JflnesvilW. Walertown, 
Fond dn Lao. Oshkosh, AppleCon, Green Bay, 
Escanaba, Kegaunee, Uarqaett«, Honghton^ 
Eimcook, and the Lake SnpenorCouuU7. Its 

FBEEPOBT AHD DTTBUdUE LINE 

Is the only roale tOT Klg,'''' It<x^kFard. Free- 

cmcAoo aIid huwaitkee like 

Is the old Lake Shore ronla, and in the oi 
one paasinEtbroneh T 
Highland Park. Was 
oidia, Co MUtraokee. 



OH THIS OBEAT 

AMERICAN OVERLAND ROUTE, 

A Double Dally Line of the World- Kedowned and Unequalled 

PULLMAN HOTEL CARS 

mra mD between Chicago and Omaha. Bear iu mind these are not simple dining 
cars that rnn a fen miles and are then " set oS," they are Hotel can that run 
through viith the balance of the train, and in iieie you get luxurioui draining 
room lUeping bertht, and at the lame time, Kcure gour meaU tnlthout leaving 
the car. The kitchens of these cars are so arranged tt^t nafumes from the cooliing 
Tiands can possibly reach the occnpants of the berths. No person, no matter how 
^rticnlar he or she may be, can have any cause to make any objectioi 
Thesi ' ■ ■ ' " ■■ ' • ■ 



these celebrated Cars ai 



n any other road between Chicago and Omaha. 



PULLMAN PALACE CARS 

are ran on all throngh trains of this road. 
This IB the only Line ronning these oars bo- 
twoen Chicago and 6t. Pan], Chicago and 
Milwankea, or Ctucago and WixLona. At 
Omaha onr Sloepere connect with the Over- 
land Sloepors on the Union Pacific Railroad 
for all pointfl West of the Miaeonri Hiyer. 

TO EH0LI8H SFOETSHEN 

This line presents peaaUaradvanLagefl. For 

Prairie Chickena, Ducks, Oease, 

and BroJit Shooting, 



our Iowa Une to-day offiirs more fkvourat>le 
Points than any other road in the country^, 
while Tor 



Deer and Boai Sontine, and for 

Bfook Trout, Z^aka SaJmon, 

Pika, Pickerel, and Bass 

Fiabine', 

a hnndredpoints on the Northern and Korth- 
westem Lines of this Company will be 
fbnnd tmsorpaBeed by anything in the Weec 
New York Office, 415, Broadway. Boston Office, 5, State Street. Chicago Ticket 
Offices : 63, Clark Street (under Sherman HouseJ ; Kiniie Street Dep«t. corner West 
Kiniie and Canal Streets ; Wells Street Depot, corner Wells and Kiniie Streets. 

lUBVIB HITOHITT, General Manager, or W. H. 8IENNETI, Qen. Put. Agent. 
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BOOKS OF TRAyEL. NATURAL 
HISTORY. &c. 



SECOND EDITION, 8to, WITH MAP, 12*. U. 

" OHALLEHGEB." B7 I.ord 

ISMAtTJA : a Nanrative of the Expedition to Central AfHca for 

the Suppression of the Slsva Trade. By Sib Si.ifUBL Baebb. S vola., 8vo, 
with Portraits, Mspa, and QDmerous Illnstraljona, 36*. 



THE NILE TBIBUTABIES OF ABYSSINIA, and tbe Sword 
Hunters of the Hamran Arabs. Bj SiB Samuel Baebb. With Maps anil 
lUnatraUaas. Fifth Edition, crown Sro, 6*. 

THE AI.BEHT N'TANZA Oreat Baain of the Nile, and Ex- 
ploration of the Nile Soarces. By SiB S41IDBL Bakbb. Fourth EditioD. 
Maps aud Illnstrations, crown Svo, 6*. 

THE HAXAT ABCHIFELAQO; the Land of tlie Oran-ITtan and 
the Bird of Paradise. Bj A. R. Wallacb. Fifth Edition, crown Sro, with 
18 Illustrstions, 7*. 6d. 



PB08B IDTIiLS. B7 Charles Kinsley. Contents— A Charm of 
Birda; Chalk-stream Studies; My Winter Garden ; From Ocean to Sea ; &.e. 

Third Edition, crown 6vo, 5*. 

THE ORIOIN AND HETAMOBPHOSES OF INSECTS. B7 

81B JoHK LuBDOCE, M.P., F.R.S. With numorauB IllnBtrationa. Second 
Edition, crown 8to, Z». Sd. 

BRITISH WILD FLOWEBS IN THEIB BXXATION TO 

INSECTS. Bj Sib Johk Lubbooe. M.P., F.U.S, With numerous Illus- 
trations. Second Edition, crown Sro, 4i. Gd. 



WHITE'S SELBOBNE. Edited with Notes and Hemoir \>j 

FftAHE BuoEl^KD, and a Chapter on Antiquities by LoBD Sblbobhb. With 
numerous Illnitrations. Kuyal 3vo, 3 1*. IJarg« Paper Edition, with Photo- 
graphs. 2 vols. 4to, half-morocco, £1 it. 



MA.CMILLAN & Co., LONDON. 1 . 



Advertitemer.U. !■ 

MR. MURRAY'S ENGLISH HANDBOOKS. 



HANDBOOK— LONDON AS IT IS. Mnp and Plana. Ifimu, 8*. 6d. 
HANDBOOK— ENVIRONS OF LONDON, including a Circuit 20 Milea round 

the MetropoliB. 2 Farts. Post Sro, 21i. 
HANDBOOK — EASTERN COUNTIES — Chelmsford, HHrwieh, Colchester. 

Maldon. CambridgB, Ely, N ~ ~. -. .. - . , ™ .. ., „..._ 

Blone, Iioweelolb, Horniah, 
[ANDBOOK— KENT AN 

Chatbam, BdKhton, Chicbeswr, ' 

HANDBOOK— SURREY AND HANTS— Kingston, Croydon, Reigate, Guild- 

tord, Dnrkiiig, Boihill, Wlncheeter. Bonthamptcn. New ForeaC, Foitemonth, aad Ibe 

Isia at Wight. Map, Post 8to. 10>. 
HANDBOOK— BERKS, BUCKS, AND OXON— Windsor, Eton, Eeading, 

A;lesbQi7, Henley, Oxtbrd, Bleuhelm, and t^ie Thames, Map. Post 8ro. 7t. M. 
HANDBOOK— WILTS, DORSET, AND SOMERSET— Salisbury, Chippenham, 

■WBjmonth, Sherborne, Wella, Bath, Bribtol, Taonlon, ic. Map. Poats™, lOi. 
HANDBOOK— DEVON AND CORNWALL— Eieter, Ilfraoombe, Linton, 

Sfdnionlii, Dawlish, Tetgnmouth, Plymouth, Deronport, Torqnay, Lflun 

HANDBOOK— GLOUCESTER, HEREFORD, AND WORCESTER— Ciren- 



HANDBOOK— DERBY, NOTTS, LEICESTER, AND STAPPORD— Matlock, 
Bafcewel], Chalsworth, The Peak, Bniton, Hardwick, Dovedale, Aahtjorae, Southwell, 
Mansflold. Rettorf, Burton, Belvolr, Melton Mowbraj, WolTurhampton, Liohflald, Wal- 
sall, Tamwort^ Map. FoeCUvo, Si. 

HANDBOOK -SHROPSHIRE, CHESHIRE, AND LANCASHIRE— Shrewa- 
bmr, Ludlow. Bridgnorth, Osweatrj, Cheater, Crewe, Alderlay, Bfockport, Birkenhead, 
Warriiigton, Borr, MaDcheatar, Liverpool, Barcley. Oiilberoe, Bolton, Blackbom, Wigan, 
FreetoD. Boehdale, Lancaatfir, Southport, Blackpool, Ao. Map. PostBTo, lOi. 

HANDBOOK— YORKSHIRE-Doniaster, Hull, Selby, Beverley, Scarborough. 
'Whitb;, Harrogate, lUpon, Leeds, WakeSeld, Biadrord, Hall&uc, Hudderafield, Bhaffleld. 
Map and Plant. Post »to, 13>. 

HANDBOOK— DURHAM AND NORTHUMBERLAND- Newcaatle, Darling, 
ton. Bishop Auckland, Stockton, Hartlepool, Sunderlanl, Shields, Bernick,Tyneinonth, 
AlQwlek. Map. PoatSvo, S>. 

HANDBOOK— WESTMORLAND AND CUMBERLAND— La ncnater. Fur 
AbtHy, Ambleside, Eendal, Windermere, CouiBtoii. Eeewick, Orosmere, Ulswatcr, 
Carlisle, Oockermonth, Penrith, Appleby. Poet Svo. 6i. 

HANDBOOK— SCOTLAND— Edinburgh, Melrose, Abbotsford, Glasgow, Dum- 
fries, Qallowar, Ajr, Stirltni, Arran, the Clyde, Obao, InTarary, Loch Lomond, Looh 
Eatrloe and TroaaohB, Caledonian Canal, iDTumeaa, Perth, Dundee, Aberdeen, Bcao- 
mar, Skye, Caithaees, Boss, and Sutherland. Maps and Flans, Post eve, 9>. 

HANDBOOK— IRELAND— Dublin, Belfast, Donegal, Galway. Weiford, Cork, 
■ Limerick, WSleribrd, Killamay, Mnnater. Map, Post 8to, 12«. 

•,• MiTBBii'9 TsiTBitiNQ Map op thb Lake Diaiaicr, 8». 6it 



JOHN HinSBAT, ALBEMADLE STKEET. 



THE nmmmi 

, 3L Journal of ^ural ^pursuits. 

ENLARGED TO THIRTY-SIX PAGES WEEKLY. 

Pttblieked every Thursday, Price Threepence. 

ZT8HINO AND SHOOTING. 

PT»otio«l ArUoles on Fleh and Finting; AoconnW of Sport ftl Homo and Abroaa, lloUi 
with the Rod sod Gnu ; Anialea npon the Fishing and Bhootjng QoeatioiiB ot th« day, by 
leading writers i Wliereto go tor Sporti Letiere Ihroi yarioufl Correapondenls on Iha many 
qaeBtiona embraced by Uiese aporta. 

BIOTCLINa. 
^^HiBtoryofBiCTCling; AcoorailB of Toore aad Buna; NoljoeBoT all Noralties; Reports of 



al Ibr BioyoliaGa. 

X£NN£I< AND BTABIiB. 



Country tJi« most oomplete 



nioMnited Articlea on Doge, b; the most noled bmedere and fancion ; Artiolee on Harass 
and their Siseasasi Spsed j Beports of Bliowaj Diaensaions on all matcera affecting the 
Canine World, Ac. 

POUIiTR? AND RABBITB. 

nioslrated ArUoles on Ponlcrj, Pigeons, and Rabbits, by tliB vBry Ughost anthoritiasj 

Early and AocoraCe Reporta of Showa, ii^iini by (Aa iprUer$, that readeia may know the 

repi^r is sot abasing his tmsc by praising some birds and dispangiug others for bis own 

endg; DiBcnsaiona on yarione points or interest to Fanciers. 

AVIAB7 AITS APIAST. 
Articles and Kotea on Cage Birds and Dee Keopinff b; leading; AntAtoritieH! Speedy and 
Reliable Advice in matters of Bird Keeping or ApieDltnre- 
NATUHAI. SCIEWCE, 
Intereatlns Articles, Letters, and Observations on Bntamology, Botany. Zoology, ba. All 
readers are inTiied to eend tha teanlls of any of their observations which they think will 
interest other persona. 

FAB AITS NBAS. 

Xmigratioa folly treated i Desoriptiona of Travels in all Conntrics. giving graphic accoonta 

of Moda of Life, the Bporls to be obtained, the Natural Historr of the placBa, and thait 

■uilabUity foremlgraata; Notes on Cojient ETenta connected wiui travel. 

FABK. 

Breeding and Rearing of Block ; Practical Papers on Growing and Harvesting Cropa i 

Deecriptiona of Notabls Laboor-saving Macbines, and other Articles interee^ng to the 

Fanner, proifiBBionai and amatanr. 

QABBBN. 
Gardening in all ita branches] Cnltnral Directions lorvaiioas flowers and fmits, both ont 
of doors and under glass, with freqnent illuatratloELS ; Particnlars of new introdncliona, and 
other honioiiltiiral maOws of general interest. 

BEFOBTS. 

Fnll and Spaoial Reporta of Athletica, Cricket, Rowtog, Swimming, BltyoUng, Football, 

Billiards, Racqnats, and oUier Bporta in tiieir Season, are given Weekly by competent 



aoarterly SubBoriptioD, post free, 3s. 9d. prepaid. 

LONDOK OFFICE : SB, WELLINGTON STEEET, STRAND, W.C. 



N.B.— Alter SipUmber 29, the address will be 170, Strand, W.C. (late the Offices 
of StU't Life, and the OSwner.) , . . 
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BEITANFIA RUBBER & KAMPTULICON 
COMPANY. 

Wholesale ft Retail C 32, Cannon Street, E.G., 1 t Q«-nQiT 
WarehoTUBa. 1 86, Queen Victoria Street, / 

Oppoiiti ai MaKiim anuu station of ilu Vmltr^iHind BnUums. 

Steam Works-BOW COMMON. 

INDIA-RUBBER MACINTOSHES FOR ALL CLIMATES. 

PATENT VENTH^TED WATEBPItOOF COATS. 
THE FOCKET SIFHONIA, or IS-oz. WATEBFBOOF COAT, 

Can be cnrried in pocket or front of saddle. 

REVERSIBLE WATERPROOF COATS. 

Double Teitrare Waterproof Coats, Hunting Coata with Leungs attached. 

Sporting Coats, Coursing Coata, and Box Coats. 
Coaehmen't Driving Cbpe« tidtA Sleeves. J.adie»' Pochet Capet 

with Sleeves and Sooda Ladies' Waterproof Circular Cc^et. 

Iin>IA-AUBB£R aHOUKD SHEETS FOB CAHFIHQ OUT. 

Oil Skin Yachting Coata, Son-Westera, & IiBi^nga. Oil Skin Capes. 

SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 

THE MILITARY REGULATION CLOAK, 

Aa approved by the War Office. 

Fishing Trousers and Stockings. Fishing Bags. Brogues. Hats. 

Waterproof Carriage Aprons, Rugs. Woollen Lined. 

Water Beds, Cushions, Hot Water Bottles, Folding Baths, luTalids' Air 
Beds with Pillows, Air Cushions, Square or Circular. 

INDIA-RUBBER MATS FOR CARRIAGES, HALLS, AND PUBUC BUILDINGS. 

INDIA-R1TBBEB QABDEN' TUBING. 

KAMPTOnCON FLOOR CLOTH. BATH AHD BILLIARD MATS. 



Illustraled Price List upon application, Foit.Free. . 



18 Adverfisemenli. 

PahlUhed MoMhl^ifrom May to Oct., over 400 paget teith large Mapi. Frica It. 

THE SPORTSMAN'S jiND TOURIST'S GUIDE 

RIVERS, LOCHS, MOORs' AND DEER EORESTS 
SCOTLAND. 

EDITED BT J. WATSON LTALL, 

0/ " The Perthshire CtmttituUonal." 

Tfom Leading Artielt in tht '* Batvtiay ScDtnp^*' 
" Tbe editor goei im to treat oTfleliingt, and there be IB evideaQymosUhDionghlrBthoaie. 
Tireedand the Taj— these ore as much beyond (he retKh oT (be poor as (lie beet fOrest la 

in outliing disirlcts. nnd which are alten sot^lscUd and almou roignUen. Now, reading the 
Ub( of the \ arious Bcotch fiahinff waters in this Bportmae's Guide will laanoh most men into 
an entirelT new werld of Ideas, with the proepect of conetODt ohaoffe end nevef-endinff 
varietj. Yon may pack ap a rod or two, with your filed and yonr ujlnnows, and a palp of 
flehlng- stocking, and start awa; en a tlahing toor to wander where (aate or ftacj galdeH 

Jon. Qa where you will in the Highlands or iin the Border, jon can hardly go wrong, 
ndependenily of the many waters which are advertiaed by hotel-keepera aa open to Iheir 
Tisitors it Is surprising to flnd how many more are praecicatly ftee to the pnhlie. Borne ore 
so remote front centroe of biuy lire, or even from high roada or beaten paUiB, tfiat it aeema 
hardly north while warning atranEors aS\ others are aceeaaible to all respectable comera 
who ehoose to aek pemiiwion civilly. Yon may make flsbing your object, yet oombliH other 
pnrsnila with It. Iryouare BnBnticiaaryorarch(ea1ugi((,orlmelbetomaiuseoram7lrae 
sportaman in your nature, you may shape jonr course for the ipots that wHI Utb fi^ eror 
in old Scotch song and le^d. Or. iryoaprorartoBbnathatractsIbllawBilby totirist<,aiiid 
do not object to roughing It a little, yon may atrike out any number of patJu of your own, and 
find year way to stream-heads and moantaui-laTos where the emaHnees of the (roaC la partly 
compensated by their number, and still more by (he intoxlcatlag bnoyancy of the air and the 
Bonse of savage solitude. We reoommend sportsmen at a Ion to try such a trouting tour." 



followed bv antnnm, oomee (be Hay nnmber of Ur. Watson I^l'a Guide to the Rivera, 
Lochs, and Uoora of Scotland, For the ' ridlcoloualy low' flgute of one shilling may here 
be had ovel' 100 compact pagea of Ibe most varied and accurate information aboat every 
cornet of Scotland, and not least, about the regions moat remote— haw to get there, whmn 
to live, wbat loaee, and what to do."— &v(n>cii. 

"The moat complete oompilatlon of Its kind that coald be desired for the nseofUie 
tbousands who annually spend their enmmerand autumn Inditl^rentpartsof Scotland. . - . 
As complete an angler's and general guide lo every spot worthy of mention in Scotland as 
bas ever been placed before the pubhc." — TktlFitld- 

■• Certainly the most mefDl and oompreheneive sportsmen's guide relating to the moors, 
Ibreetsaod rivera of Scotland which has yet been published " — J^mJand Water. 

" The best arranged book tor anglers, sportamen, and genenl tonriata that baa been, 
published for Bcotluid." — SdinbKrgh Courant. 

" The work presents a marvelloue amount of Information. .... One really wonderebow 
Mr. Watson Lyall managed to plok up bo many detaile, but be is himself a keen angler, and 
has at his flnger-ende every scrap of Information connected with the snigect."— Incxraut 

appearajice of the flrat nnmber (br (be 

iGaide to Sco1,land— a —■'■''■"" ■-=-•- 

IB permanent and indiapenealjle as Bradehaw an 
'eam-oolonred pagea of Mr. Lyatt'e book IgsufBcic 
agination. Wetavee^dsomuchinpreviouByean 
--'-—"'- -""—It to aay Buylhlng new. A va 
nap of Scotland for tlie use of K 






otitot a copy of tbe Sportsma. 

'•■-"■'— ■'•ookatalla, ihat the price is a shilling, and that th 
^ than the puroliase-monoy."^.DiHdd Advtrlutt 



LONDON OFFICE, 52, FLEET STREET. 
On aU Bookatall^ 
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CHAPMAN & HALL'S PUBLICATIONS. 



SPORT IN MANY LANDS. By- The Old Shbkabbt." TTith 
nearl; 200 lUustratioiiK. 2 vols, demy 8vo, 30«. 
" It is Batisfnctory to find Ihexe Tolamea &b prscticBll? usehl and as iutereeling ta ainy 
recent Ijook of travel with which wo sre aequainwa, while Ihej Bhow no diminution in 
powers of obsei-vation and daring on the part of thulr writer. The qiialitieB of a keen, bold, 
yethmnftuB Hpoitaman are here jidmirablj delineated. "—.KimMini, Jan. 37. 

SHOOTING & FISHING TRIPS in ENGLAND, FRANCE, 
ALSACE. BELGIUM, HOLLANi), aud BAVAKIj!;. By " Wild-Fowlib/' 
" SSAPBHOT," 2 yoIb, large crown Svo, 21s. 

LOGBOOK OF A FISHERMAN AND ZOOLOGIST. 

By Pbank BucKLiBD. Witli niuneroiu lUuatrfttioiw. Large crawn Svo, 12*. 

Second Edition. 
THE SAVAGE LIFE. BjFbbbbbick Botlb. La^e ctowd Svo, 12f . 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL NATURAL 

ORDERS OF THK VEGETABLE KINGUOM. Prepared for tlie Science 

and Art Deportment, Soath Kensington. By Fbofbssob Olitbb, F.R.S., &.c. 

Oblong 8to, vith IW Platea. Price, plain, 16«.; colonied, 26t, 
AQUARIUM NOTES. THE OCTOPUS; op, the "Devil- 

FISH OF FICTION AND OP FACT." By Henbi Lbb, F.L S., F.O.S., 

F.Z.S., &c., NBtnralist of the Brighton Aqaarium. With Illnatrationg. 

Crown 8to, S». 

CHAPMAN & HALL, 193, PICCADILLY. 



COLLECTORS OF WORKS 
ANGLING AND SPOET IN GENERAL. 



Any American or Foreign Boohs on Travel or Sport with Bod 
and Gun can he obtained through 

SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON, 

gnjEeh & Joteijn ISoobsEllcrs & Publisktre, 

CBOWN BU1IJ>IN0S, 188, FLEET SIBEET, LONDON. 
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Norn Ready. 

The Fern Woeld. 

By FRANCIS GEORGE HEATH, 

Author of " THE FBXN FASASISS." 

/■ large pott Si>0> boti*d in elotk, gilt edga, about 400 page; price 12t. 6d. 

COLOURED PLATES, WOODCUTS, &c. 
Mb. Heath'b new work is illustrated by Twelve Coloured Plates, 
giving complete figurea (siity-four in all) of every Speciw of Britiah 
Fern, specially printed from Nature, and executed in the best style 
of Ohromolithographj, by several Full-page Engravings of some of 
the choicest Scenery of Devon, and a permanent Photograph. 

CONTENTS. 

I*AH.T I. 

THE FERN WORLD.— Introduction— The Germs of Pern 
Life — Conditions of Growth — Structure — Classification — Distri- 
bution — Uses — The Folk-lore of Ferns. 

PART II, 

FERN CULTURE.— Introduction— SoU and Aspect— General 

Treatmentr— Propagation — A Fern Valley — Subterranean Fern 
Culture — A Pern Garden — Fern Rockery — A Fern House — Pot 
Culture of Ferns — Fems at Home. 

FART III. 

FERN HUNTING.— Introduction— Fern Holidays— Fern Col- 
lecting — Frond Gathering. 

FART IV, 

SOME RAMBLES THROUGH FERNLAND.— lotro- 
ductioQ — Down a Combe to the Sea — The Valleys of the Lyn — 
The Valleys of the Eocks— Clovelly— Sea and Sky, and Waving 
Green— Torbay— The South-east Coast of Devon— The Home of 
the Sea Pern. 

PART V. 

BRITISH FERNS, their Description, Distribution, and Culture. 
The Chapters in this Section occupy half the entire work, and 
contain a very large amount of information on the subject of 
our Native Fems, 



FoBt Free, on sendinff a Foat Order of 128. 6d. t< 

8AHF80IT LOW, HABSION, 8EABLE, AND BIVIKOTOH, 
Crown Bnildingi, 189, Fleet Street, London. 



A Catalogue of American and Foreign Books Puilhhtitor 

Imparled by Messrs. Sampson Low & Co. can 
be had on applUation. 
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JUBLISMSD BY 

SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTOK. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST. 

A CLASSIFIED Educational Catalogue cf Works pub- 
-'^ lished in Great Britain. Demy 8vo, cloth extra. Second Edition, 

revised lo the year 1877, 5/. 
Abney {Captain W. de W., R.E., F.R.S.) Tliebes, and its Five 

Greater Temples. Forty large Permanent Photographs, with descrip- 
tive letter-press. Super-royal 4to, cloth eWra, 631. 

Adventures of Captain Mago. A Phcenician's Explorations 

iocx> years B.C. By Leon CASruN. Numerous Illuslra.tions. Crown 

8™, cloth entra, gilt, 71. id. 
Adventures of a Young Naturalist. By Lucien Biart, with 

117 beautiful Illustrations on Wood. Edited and adapted by Parkkr 

GiLLMORE. Post Sto, cloth extra, gilt edges, New Edition, ^s. 6d. 
Adventures in New Guinea. The Nanative of the Captivity of 

a French Sailor, Louis Tr^gance, among the Sav^es in the Interior. 

Small post Svo, with Illustrations and Map, cloth, gilt, dr. 
Africa, and the Brussels Geographical Conference. Translated 

from the French of Emile Banning, by K. H. Major, F.S.A. 

With Ma[^ crown 8vo, 7^. W. 
Alcott (Louisa M.) Aunt Jos Scrap-Bag. Square i6mo, 

2J. &/. (Rose Library, Ij.) 

Cupid and Chow-Chow. Small post 8vo, 3^. (>d. 

Little Men : Life at Plumfield -with Jo's Boys. By the 

Author of " Little Women." Small post8vo, cloth, gilt edges, ii. 6d. 

(Rose Library, u.) 
■ Little Women. 2 vols., is. 6d. each. (Rose Library, 

2 vols., II. each.) 
Old-Fashioned Girl. Best Edition, .small post 8vo, 

cloth extra, gilt edges, 21. &/. ( Rose Library, 21, ) 
Work and Beginning Again. A Story of Experience. 

I vol., small post 8vo, cloth entra, 6s. Several Illustrations. (Rose 

Library, 2 vols. , is. each. ] 
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Sampson I/rw, Marston, &* Co.'s 



AUoit (Louisa M.) Btginning Again. A Sequel to "Work." is. 

■ — Shawl Straps. Small post 8 vo, cloth extra, gilt, 31. 6d. 

- - Eight Cousins; or, the Aunt Hill. Small post 8vo, 
vith Illustrations, 3j. itd. 

The Rose in Bloom. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 3J, (>d. 

Silver Pitchers. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 3^. 64. 

Under the Lilacs. In monthly parts, price 6d. 

"Misj Alcou's sioricsare ihoroughly healily, full of racy fgn and humour . . . 

Andersen {JIans Christian) Fairy Ihles. With Illustrations in 

Colouis by E. V. B. Royal 410, cloUi, i^s. 

Andrews {Dr.) Latin-English Lexicon. 14th Edition. Royal 

Bvo, pp. 1670, cloth extra, price i8j. 
Anecdotes of the Queen and Royal Family. Collected and 

Edited by J, G. Hodgins, with lUustiations. New Edition, 5^. 
Animals Painted by Themselves. Adapted from the French of 

Baliac, Louis Baude, G. D102, Jules Janin, &C., with 200 lUustiations 

by Grandville. 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 10^. fid. 
Art of Reading Aloud {The) in Pulpit, Lecture Room, or Private 

Reunions, with a perfect system of Economy of Lung Power on just 
principles for acquiring ease in Delivery, and a thorough coimnand of 
the Voice. By G. Vandenhoff, M.A. Crown Svo, clotli. 
Atmosphere (The). See Flammarion, 

THE BAYARD SERIES. 



"W« can hardly imagine better books for boya la read or for men ta ponder 

Prici a. M.fack i'aluinr, camfUU in iisc!/, ^liile tilth ixlra, gill tdgtt, 
■miik liilt Miadiandi ami Rrgisllrl. 

The Story of the Chevalier Bayard. By M. De Berville. 

DeJoinvilUs St. Louis, King of France. 

The Essays of Abraham Cowley, including all his Prose Works. 

Abdallah ; or the Four Leaves. By Edouard Laboullaye. 

Table-Talk and Opinions of Nafoleon Buonaparte. 

Valhek : An Oriental Romance. By William Beckford. 

The King and the Commons. A Selection of Cavalier and 

Puritan Songs. Edited by Prof. Morley. 
Words of Wellington: Maxims and Opinions of the Great 

Duke. 
Dr. fohnson^s Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia. With Notes. 
Haalitt's Round Table. With Biographical Introduction. 
Tte Religio Mediei, Hydriotaphia, and the Letter to a Friend. 

By Shr Thomas Browne, Knt. 
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The Bayard Series, continued : — 

Ballad Poetry of the Affections. By Robert Buchanan. 

Coleridg^s Christabel, and other Imaginative Poems. With 

Preface by Ai^ernon C. Swinburne. 
Lord Cfusterfield's Letters, Sentences, and Maxims. With 

Introduction by the Editor, and Essay on Chesterfield by M. DE Ste. ■ 

Beuve, of the French Academy. 
Essays in Mosaic. By Thos. Ballantyne. 
My Uncle Toby; his Story and his Friends. Edited by 

P. Fitzgerald. 
Pejiections ; or, Moral Sentences and Maxi?ns of the Dule ce 

la Rochefoucauld. 
Socrates, Memoirs for English Peaders from Xenofhon's Memo- 

rabilia. By Edw. LEyiEN. 
Prince Albert's Golden Precepts. 



DEAUTY and the Beast. An Old Tale, with Pictures by 
-'-^ E. V. L. Demy 4to, cloth extra, novel binding. lo lUustialions 

in Colours. 121. 6d. 
Beumer's German Copybooks. In six gradations at 41/. each. 
Bickersteth's Hymnal Companion lo Book of Common Prayer. 

A new Edition, with 160 Additional Hymns and numerous new 
tunes, has been issued; the Original Editions are liepC in print An 
Spp. prospectus and price lists will be sent post free on application. 
•,* A Ubtml Mowana is warfe W Cltrgymn. 

Bickersteth (^Rev. E. H., M.A.) The Reef and other Parables. 

I vol. , square 8vo, with numerous very beautifiil Engravings, uniform 

in character with the Illustrated Edition of Heber's Hymns, &c.,7j-. 61/. 
The Master's Home-Call; or, Brief Memorials of 

Alice Frances Bickersteth. 20lh Thousand. 32mo, cloth pit, is. 
The S/iadow of the Rock. A Selection of Religious 

Poetry. l8mo, cloth extra, ar. td. 
The Clergyman in his Home. Small post 8vo, is. 

The Shadowed Home and the Light Beyond. 6th 

Edition, crown 8vo, cloth extra, jr. 

Biia. The Autltorized Version of the Pour Gospels, with the 

whole of the magnificent Etchings on Steel, after drawings by M. 

BiDA, in 4 vols., appropriately bound in cloth extra, price 3/. 3f. each. 

Also the four volumes in two, bound in the best morocco, by Sutlaby, 

extra gilt edges, 18/. I&t., half-morocco, is/, lis. 

Bidwell {C. T.) The Balearic Islands. Illustrations and a 

Map. Crown 8vo, cloth, lOi. &/. 

The Cost of Living Abroad. Crown 8vo, ds. 

Black (If-'m.) Three Pea thers. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 
A 2 
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Black ( ff«.) Lady SilverdaUs Sweetheart, and other Stories. 

I vol., crown 8vo, lor. bd. 

— Kilmmy : a Novd. Small post 8vo, clotli, 6j. 

/« Silk Attire. 3rd Edition, small post 8vo, f>s. 

— A Daughter of Heth. nth Edition, crown 8 vo, cloth 

extra, 6j. Wiih Frontispiece by F. Walker, A.R.A. 
Blackmore {R, D.) Lorna Doone. loth Edition, ct. 8vo, 61. 
Alice Lorraine, j vol., small post 8vo, 6tli Edition, 6r. 

' Clara Vaughan. Revised Edition, 6j. 

Cradock Nowell. New Edition, ds. 

Cripps tlie Carrier. 3rd Edition, small post Svo, 6j, 

Geergics of Virgil. Small 460, 4^. dd. 

Blue Banner {7^e); or. The Adventures of a Mussulman, a 

Christian, and a Pagan, in tlie time of the Cnisades and Mongol 

Conquest. By Lkon Cahun. Translated from the French by W. 

CoLLETT Sandabs. With Seventy-six Wood Engravings, i vol., 

square imperial iGmo, cloth extra, Ts. f>d. 
Book of the Play. By Dutton Cook. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 2+5. 
Brett {E) Notes on Yachts. Fcp., 6j. 
Bryant ( W. C, assisted by S. H. Gay) A Popular History of 

the United Stales, About 4 vols,, to be profusely Illustrated with 

Engravings on Steel and Wood, after Designs by the best Artists. 

Vol. I., Euper-royal Svo, cloth extra, gilt, 42J., is ready. 
Bumaby {Capl. Fred). See On Horseback through Asia. 
Burton (Captain £. F.) Two Trips to Gorilla Zand and the 

Cataracts of the Congo, By Ca4itiin R, F, Burton. 2 vols, demy 

Svo, with numerous Illustrations and Map, cloth extra, i&t. 

Butler ( W. F.) Tlie Great Lone Land; an Account of the Red 

River Expedition, 1869-70. With Illustrations and Map. Crown 

Svo, cloth extra, 7^, 611^ 
The Wild North Land; the Story of a Winter Jmimey 

with Dogs across Northern North America. Demy Svo, cloth, with 

numerous Woodcuts and a Map, 4th Edition, iSj. Crown Svo, ^s. 6rf. 
Akim-foo : the History of a Failure. Demy Svo, cloth, 

2nd Edition, ifa. Also, in crown Svo, fs. M. 
By Land and Ocean ; or. The Journal and Letters of a Tour 

ronnd the World by a Young GirL By F. L. Rains. Crown Svo, 

clotli, ^s. 6J. 



nADOGAN (Lady A.) Llluslrattd Games of Patience. 
^ Twenty-four Diagrams in Colonrs, with Descriptive Text. Foolscap 

4to, cloth extra, gill edges, 3rd Edition, 12J. 6rf. 
Cahun {Leon) Adventures of Captain Afago, See Adventures. 
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List of PuMicaliotts. 



Cahun {Leon) Blue Banner, which see. 

Ceramic Art. See Jacquemart. 

Changed Cross (The), and other Religious Poems. 2s. td. 

Child's Play, with 16 Coloured Drawings by E. V, B. Printed 
on thick paper, with tints, 71. dd. 

New, which see. 

Choice Editions of Choice Books, is. 6d. each. Illustrated by 
C. W. Cope, R.A., T. Ceeswick, R.A., E. Duncan, Birket 
Foster, J. C. Horsley, A.R.A., G. Hicks, R. Redgrave, R.A., 
C. Stonehouse, F. Tayler, G, Thomas, H. J, Townshend, 
E. H. Wehnbet, Harrison Weir, £ 



Bloomfield's Farmer's 



Milton's L' Allegro. 
Poetry of Nilure. Harrison Weir, 
Rt^rs' (Sam.) Pleasures of Memory, 
Shaitespeare's Songs and Sonnets. 
Tennyson's May Queen. 
Elizabethan Poets. 
Wordsworth's Pastoral Poems. 



r's Boy. 
Camptjell's Pleasures of Hope. 
Coleridee's Ancient Mariner. 
Goldsmith's Deserted Village. 
Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield. 
Gray's Elegy in a Churchyard. 
Keat's Eve of St. Agnes. 

Clara Vaughan. Revised Edition, 6s. See Blackmore. 
Collins {Mortimer) : His Letters and Friendships, -with some 

Accoont of his life. By Frances Collins. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 

with a Portrait, 2nd Edition, 21s. 

"These cliamibgvoliinieB."-^iaB(*in/. 

" It is 1 v«y fasdouing and Attractive work."— 7o^>i Bull. 

Cook {Z>.) Young Mr. Nightingale. A Novel. 3 vols,, 3 is. 6d. 

• i7ie Banns of Marriage. 2 vols., crown Svo, 21s. 

■ Book of the Play, 2 vols., crown Svo, 24s. 

Doubleday's Children. 3 vols., crown Svo, 31.5. 6d. 

Cradock Nowell. New Edition, 6s. See Blackmore. 
Cripps the Carrier. 3rd Edition, bs. See Blackmore. 
Cruise ofH.M.S. " Challenger" (The). By W. J. J. Sprv, R.N. 

With Route Map and many Illustrations. 4th Edition. In 1 vol., 

demy Svo, cloth extra, price 1 81. 

Camming {Miss C. F. G.) From the Hebrides to the Hitnalayas ; 
Eighteen Months' Wanderings in Western Isles and Eastern High- 
lands.. By Miss Constance F. Gordon Cumming, with very 
numerous Full-page and other Woodcut Illustrations, from the 
Author's own Drawings. 2 vols., medium 8vo, cloth entra, 421. 

Cyclopmdia of Education {The)-; A Dictionary of J nf or motion 
for the use of Teachers, School Officers, Parents, and othero. Edited 
hy Henky Kiddle and Alexander J. Schem. Complete in i vol., 
deroy Svo, cloth extra, lis. 

\ANA {R. H.) Two Years hefore the Mast and Twenty-four 
years After. Revised Edition with Notes, i zmo, fii. 
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Dana {/as. D.) Corais and Coral Islands. Numerous Illus- 
trations, CliarCs, &C. New and Cheapei Editiuti, with numerous 
important Additions and Corrections. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, &s. bd. 

Daughttr {A) ofHeth. By William Black, 13th and Cheaper 

Edition. I vol., crown 8vo, 6r. 
Day of my Life (A) ; or, Every Day Experiences at Eton. 

By an Eton Bov. Super-royal l6mo, cloth, ar. bd. 6th Thousand. 
Discoveries of Prime Henry the Navigator, and their Remits; 

being the Narrative of the Discovery by Sea, within One Century, of 

more than Half the World. By Richakd Henry Major, F.S.A. 

Demy Svo, with several Woodcuts, 4 Maps, and a Portrait of Prince 

Henry in Colours. Cloth extra, 15J. 
"Mr. R. H. Major has itippllcd a serious rx? in our bioRruphicnl literature. 

Dodge {Mrs. M.) Hans Brinker; or, the Silver Skates. An 
entirely New Edition, with 59 Full-page and other Woodcuts. 
Square crown Svo, cloth extra, ^s. tul. ; Text only, paper, li. 

Theophilus and Others, r vol., small post Svo, cloth 

extra, gilt, 3j, dd. 

PNGLISH Catalogue of Books {The). Published during 

■^^ 1863 to 1871 inclusive, comprising also the Important American 
Publications. 

This Volume, occupying over 450 Pages, shows the Titles of 
32,003 New Books and New Editions issued during Nine Years, with 
the Siie, Price, and Publisher's Name, the Lists of Learned Societies, 
Printing Clubs, and other Literary Associations, and the Book; 
issued by them ; as also the Fublish^'s Series and Ccllectitios — 
aitc^ether forming an indispensable adjunct to the Bookseller's 
Establishment, as well as to every Learned and Literary Club and 
Association. 30it., half-bound. 

•*• The previous Volume, 183S to 1862, of which very few 
remain on sale, price z/. 5^. ; as also the Index Volume, 1837 to 
1857, price 1/. (a. 

■ Supplements, 1863, 1864, 1865, y. 6d. each; 1866, 

1867 to 1876, 51. each, 

Eight Cousins. See Alcott. 

English Painters of the Georgian Era. Hogarth to Turner. 
Biographical Notices. Illustrated with 4S permanent Photographs, 
after the most celebrated Works. Demy 4to, cloth extra, iSj. 

HAITH Gartnefs Girlhood. By the Author of "The 

■* Gayworthys." Fcap. with Coloured Frontkpiece, y. td. 

Familiar Letters on some Mysteries of Nature. See Phipson. 

Fern World {The). By Francis George Heath, Author of 

"The Fern Paradise," "The English Peasantry," &c Illustrated by 

Twelve Coloured Plates, giving complete Figures (Sixty.four in all) 

of every Species of British Fern, specialty printed from Naliure; by 
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lAit of Publieations. 



several full-page Engravings of some of the choicest Scenery in Devon ; 
and a permanent Photographic Frontispiece. Large post Svo., 
handsomely bound in doth, gilt edge;, 400 pages, 2nd Edition, 121. dd. 

Few {A)Ifintson Proving iViih. Enlnrged Edition, \s. 

fish and Fishing. By J. J. Manlev, M.A, Crown Svo, 

with Illustrations, ICu. 61^. 

Five Weeks in Greece. By J. F. Young. Crown Svo, loj. ixi. 

Flammarion (C) TTie Atmosphere. Translated from the 
French of Camille Flammarion. Edited by James Glaisher, 
F.R.S., Superintendent of the Magnetical and Meteorological Depart- 
ment of the Royal Observatory at Greenwich. With 10 Chromo- 
Lithi^raphs and ai Woodcuts. Royal Svo, ctolh extra, 30.1. 

Footsteps of the Master. See Stowe (Mrs. Beecheb). 

Forrest {John) Explorations in Australia. Being Mr. John 
Forrest's Personal Account of his Journeys, i vol., demy Svo, 
cloth, wiih several lUusiralions from the Author's Sketches, drawn on 
wood by G. F. Angas, and 3 Maps, i6r. 

Forrest's {R. W.) Gleanings from the Pastures of Tekoa. By 
the Rev. R, W. Forrest, D.D., Vicar of St. Jude's, South Ken- 
sington. I vol., smalt post Svo, 260 pp., cloth extra, &. 

FtTinc (Maude jeane) Emily's Choice: an Australian Tale. 
I VOL, small post Svo. With a. Frontispiece by G. F. Angas, 5/. 

Hall's Vineyard. Small post Svo, cloth, 4J. 

/ohn's Wife: a Story of Life in South Australia. 

Small post Svo, dolh extra, 4/. 

Marian; or, tht Light of Some OtUs Home, Fcap. Svo, 

3rd Edition, with Frontispiece, 5^. 

Silken Cords and Iron Fetters. 4^. 

Vermont Vale. Small post Svo., with Frontispiece, 5^. 

Minnies Mission. Small post Svo, with Frontispiece, 4^. 

Little Mercy. Small post Svo, 5^, 

nAMES of Patience. See Cadogan. 

"-'' Garvagh (Lord) The Pilgrim of Scandinavia. By Lord 

Garvagh, B.A. 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, la'. 6rf. 
Gaywortkys {The) : a Story of Netv England Life. Small post 

8vo, 3^. kd. 
Gentle Life (Queen Edition), 2 vols, in i, small 410, i&j. (>d. 

THE GENTLE LIFE SERIES. 

Printed in Elzevir, on Toned Paper, handsomely bound, forming suitable 

Volumes for Presents. Price ds. each ; or in calf extra, price icu. 611'. 
71u Gentle Life. Essays in aid of the Formation of Character 
of Gentlemen and Geniiewomen. list Edition. 
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The Gentle Life Serits, continued: — 

About in the World. Essays by Author of " Gentle Life." 

Like unto Christ. A New Translation of Thomas i Kempis* 

"De Imilatione ChristL" With a Vif^eltefrom an Original Drawing 
b; Sir Thomas Lawrence. 2nd Edition. 
Familiar Words. An Index Verborum, or Quotation Hand- 
book. Affording an immediate Reference lo Phrases and Sentences 
that have Ijecome embedded in [he English language. 3rd and 
enlarged Edition. 
**The most cxtcnsiFC dictionary of quoUtion we have ntt with."— A'jto and 

Essays by Montaigne. Edited, Compared, Revised, and 
Annotatedbythe Author of "The Gentle Life." With Vignette Por- 
trait. 2nd Edition. 

'* We sbouLd Lw glad if any wordt of oun could help to bespeak a large drcula- 
doD for this handsome attractive boolc" — lUiistratgd Times, 

The Countess of Pembroke's Arcadia. Written by Sir Phiup 

Sidney. Edited by the Author of " The Gentle Life." 7/. bd. 
TTu Gentle Life, and Series, 8th Edition. 
Varia : Readings from Rare Books. 

"The baolu dLH:us5ed in this voLuuiE are no lesi valuable thanlhey are rare, and 
Ihe compilii iseatilled to the Eratitude of the public "—I?^n>cr. 

The Silent Hour: Essays, Original and Selected. By the 

Author of "The Gentle Life." 3rd Edition. 
Half-Length Portraits. Short Studies of Notable Persons. 

By Gibson Craig. Small post Svo, cloth extra, 61. 
Essays on English Writers, for the Self-improvement of 

Students in English Literature. 
" To all (both men and women) who have neglected lo read and sludy theii nalire 

lileraEurewe would CEitaiaiy suggea: the volume before lu as a fitting introduction.' 

Other Peoples Windows. By J. Hain Friswell. 3rd Edition. 

"The chaplen are so lively in Ihemselvei, so raingled with shrewd views of 
amn«d.'^XV^j-VM°. """'""' "*^ "■■ ' ■*' " ™""" 

A Man's Thoughts. By J. Hain Friswell, 



German Primer. Being an Introduction to First Steps in 

German, By M. T. Prexj. -a. bd. 
Getting On in the World; or, Hints on Success in Life. By 

William Mathews, LL.D, Small post Svo, cloth extra, is. W.; 

gilt edges, 3r. &f. 
Gleams through the Mists; Literary and Domestic. By C. 

BlCKEBSTETH WHEELER, Author of "John Lang Bickersteth," 

" Taking the Consequences," && Post 8vo, cloth extra, y. fid. 



List of Publications. 



Gmffk. The Royal Cookery Book. By Jules Gouffk ; trans- 



- Domestic Edition, half-bound, i 

" By £ii ths ablest BDd most compLcIE work on coobcry thai has ever bun <ub- 
nitlcdla tba ev»rononiica1 yiat'O."— Pall Mall Cattlli. 

' — The Book of Preserves ; or, Receipts for Preparing and 
Preserving Meat, Fish salt and smoked, Temnes, Gelatines, Vege- 
tables, Fniit, Confitures, Sirups, Liqueurs de Faniille, Petits P0U13, 
Bonbons, &c., &c. I vol., ro}^ Svo, containing npwanls of 500 
Receipts and 34 Illustrations, lor. dd. 

■ Royal Pook of Pastry and Confectiotury. By Julbs 

GoUFFe, Cbef-de-Cuisine of the Paris Jockey Club. Royal Svo, Illus- 
trated with 10 Chromo-lilhographs and 137 Woodcuts, from Drawings 
by E. MONJAT. Cloth extra, gilt edges, 35J, 

Gouraud {Mdlle.) Four Gold Pieces. Numerous Illustrations. 
Small post Evo, cloth, 2f. 611^ Steolsa Rose Librair. 

Gmver {Lord Ronald) Handbook to the Art Galleries, Public 
and Private, of Belgium and Holland. iSmo, cloth, 51. 

TTie Castle Howard Portraits. zvols.,folio,cl.extra,6/.6j, 

Greek Grammar. See Waller. 

Guizofs History of France. Translated by Robert Black. 
Super-royal Svo, very numerous FuU-jiage and other Illustrations. In 
5 vols. , cloth extra, gilt, each 24r. 

" It auppUes a waul which has long been felt, and ought ta b: in the hands of all 
itpdenti ofhislcpry."— rHMi. 

"Three-fgurthsorM. GuIzot-9 great work are now completed, and the 'History 
of France/ which vas so nably purnucd, hu bf«n hilherio no Itu admirably exe- 
cuted. "—/VMiniiUfXraTViD 5? Coi; Ill.inikt Timts. 

History of England. In 3 vols, of about 500 pp. each, 

ivith 60 to 70 Full-page and other Illustmtions, cloth, gitt, 24J. each. 

ild Ihelr own 
typography 



' For luxury of typography, plainness of pnnt, atid beauty of illustr 
umes, of which but ODe has as yet ajipeared in Eni^liah, wilt hoi 
luist any production of an age so mxunous as our own m everything! 



Guillemin. See World of Comets. 

Guyon {Mad.) Life. By Upham. 6th Edition, crown Svo, bs, 

A Short Method of Prayer and Spiritual Torrents. 

Translated from the French origmal of Madame De la Motue 

GuvoN, uroo, cloth extra, zi. 

TJACKLANDER {F. fV.) Bombardier H. and Corporal 
■^ Dose; or, Military IJfe in Prussia. Translated from the German 

of F. W. Hacklander. Crown Svo, cloth extra, $s. 
Handbook to the Charities of London. See Low's. 

. Principal Schools of England. See Practical. 

Half-Length Portraits. Short Studies of Notable Persons. 
By Gibson Craig. Small post Svo, cloth extra, &f. 
A 3 
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Hall {S. P.) Sketches from an Artist's Portfolio. See Sketches. 
HaU{W. W.) How to Live Long; or, 1408 Health Maxims, 

Physical, Mental, and Moral. By W. W. Hall, A.M., M.D. 

Small post Svo, cloth, 3J. Second Edition. 

"We can cordially comnwad ii loall wbo wish to possess the mins saiia In 

Hans Brinker ; or, the Silver Skates. See Dodge. 

Hazlitt ( William) Tke Round Table. Bayard Series, is. 6d. 

Hebet's {Bishop) Illustrated Edition of Hymns. With upwards 

of 100 beautiful Engravings. Small 4to, handsomely bound, -js. dd. 
Morocco, iSi. bd. and 21 j. 
Hector Servadac. SeeVERHE. The heroes of this story were 
carried away through space on the Comet "Gallia," and their ad- 
ventures are recorded with all Jules Verne's characteristic spirit. 
t^ This copyiighl uotk will not be pn>duced in any cheaper form than this for 

Henderson (jJ.) Latin Proverbs and Quotations; with Transla- 
tions and Parallel Passages, and a copious English Index. By Alfred 
Henderson. Fcap. 410, 530 pp., lor. bd. 

History and Handbook of Photography. Translated from the 
French of Gaston Tissakdier. Edited by J. Thomson. Imperial 
l6mo, over 300 pages, 70 Woodcuts, and Specimens of Prints by the 
best Permanent Processes, cloth extra, 61. Second Edition, with an 
Appendix by the late Mr. Henry Fox Talbot, givitig an account of 
his researches. 

History of a Crime {Tlie) ; Deposition of an Eye-u-itness. By 
Victor Huco. 2 vols., crown Svo. This work, which is in fact a 
history of the ' ' The Coup d'Etat," mas written at Brussels in December, 
1851, January and February, 1852, M. Hugo was president of the 
Council of Resistance. He has here stated all tbal he did with his 
(riends and everything he saw, day by day and hour by hour. The 
work is as drairatic as a romance, and as startling as Che reality it 
relates, and that reality has the interest and grandeur of one of the 
most considerable events of the nineteenth century, which has had 
such an enormous influence over France and the whole of Europe. 

—— — England. See.Qvizoi. 

Frame. See Guizot, 

Merchant Shipping. See Lindsay. 

United States. See Bryant. 

Hitlierto. By the Author of" The Gayworthys." New Edition, 
cloth extra, 31. f>d. Also, in Rose Library, a vols., 21. 

Hqfmann {Carl) A Practical Treatise on the Manufacture of 
Paper in all its Branches. Illustrated by no Wood Engravings, and 
5 lat^ Folding Plates. 410, cloth, 400 pages, 3/. I31. 6rf. 

How to Live Long. See Hall. 

Hugo ( Victor). See History of a Crime. 
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Hugo {Victor) ^'Ninety-Three" Translated by Frank Lee 

Benedict aiid J, Haih Fkiswell. New Edition. Illustrated. 

One vol, crown 8vo, 6i. 
■ Toilers of the Sea. Crown 8vo. Illustrated, 6j. ; fancy 

boards, 2r. ; cloth, 2J. 6^. ; On ki^e paper with all the origins 

Iliusttations. loi. td. 
Hymnal Companion to Book of Common Prayer. See 

BiCKERSTETH. 

JLLUSTRATIONS of China and Us People. By J. 

■* Thomson, F.R.G.S. Being 200 permanent Photographs from the 
Author's Nei^lives, willi Letterpress Descriptions of the Places and 
People represented. Four Volumes imperial 410, each 3/. 3j-. 

Is that All i Ey a well-known American Author. Small post 
8vo, cloth extra, 3J. 6d. 

f^ACQUEMART (A.) History of the Ceramic Art: Des- 
_/ criptive and Analytical Study of the Potteries of all Times and of all 
Nations. By Albert Jacquemaet. 200 Woodcuts by H. Catenaccl 
and J. Jacquemail. 12 Steel-plate Engravings, and 1000 Marks and 
Monograms. Translated by Mrs. BtjRV Palliser. In i vol., super- 
royal Svo, of about 700 pp., cloth extra, gilt edges, zis. 
"Thi4 is oncof Ihojt few mft-looks n-hich, iilule ihty cm censinly lie_on a [able 

Z^ENNEDTS {Capt. IV. R.) Sporting Adventures in the 

■* *■ Pacific With Illustrations, demy Svo, iSi. 

Khedives Egypt {The); or, Ti:e old House of Bondage under 
New Masters. By Edwin de Leon, Ex-Agent and Consul-General 
in F^^t. In I voL, demy Svo, cloth extra. Second Edition, tSf. 

Kingston {W. H. G.). See Snow-Shoes. 

Child of the Cavern. 

Tioo Supercargoes. 

Koldewey {Capl.) The Second North German Polar Expedition 
in the Year 1869-70. Numerous Woodcuts, Maps, and Chromo- 
lithographs. Royal Svo, cloth extra, il. ly. 

r ADY Silverdale's Sweetheart. See Black. 

Land of Bolivar ( T?ie) ; or, i-Var, Peace, and Adventure i 
"of Veneiuela. By James Mudie Spence, F.R. 

2 vols., demy Svo, cloth extra, with numerous Woodcuts and 



Republic of Venezuela. By James Mudie Spence, F.R.G.S., 

F.Z.S. 2 ■ ■ " ' ■' ■ - " ' 

Maps, 3 1 J. 

Landseer Gallery {The). Containing thirty-six Autotype Re- 
productions of Engravings from the most important early works of Sir 
Edwin Landseer. With a Memoir of the Artist's Life, and 
Descriptions of the Plates. Imperial 4to, handsomely bound in cloth, 
gilt edges, 2/. 2r. 
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Leared i^A.) Morocco and the Moors. Being an Account of 
Travels, with a Description of the Country and its People. By 
Arthur Leared, M.D. With Illustrations, 8vo, doth extra, i8r. 

Lt-Dtu ( f.) How to build a House. By Viollet-le-Duc, 

Author of ' ' The Dictionary of Architecture, " iSc Numerous Illustra- 
tions, Plans, &c. I vol., medium Svo, cloth, gilt edges, znil 
Edition, lis. 

• . Annals of a Fortress. Numerous Illustratiotis and 

Diagrams. Demy Svo, cloth eiLtra, 15/. 

— The Habitations of Man in all Ages. ' By E. 

Viollet-le-Duc. Illustrated by 103 Woodcuts. Translated by 
Benjamin Bucknall, Architect. Svo, cloth extra, i&i. 

Lectures on Architecture. By Viollet-le-Duc. 

Translated from the French hy Benjauih Buckkall, Architect. In 
2 vols., royal Svo, 3/. 3/. Also in Parts, loj. W. each. 

• Mont Blanc; a Treatise on its Geodesical and Geo- 

logical Constitution— its Transformations, and the Old and Modem 
state of its Glaciers. By Eugene Viollet-le-Duc. With IK) 
Illustrations. Translated by B. Bucknall. i vol., demy Svo, 14^. 

' On Restoration. By Viollet-le-Duc, with a Notice 

of his Works in connexion with the Historical Monuments of France. 
By Chakles Wethebed. Crown Svo, with a Portrait on Steel of 
Viollet-le-Duc, doth extra, 2r. W. 

Life and Letters of the Honourable Charles Sumner {TTie). 
t vols. , royal Svo, cloth- The Letters give full description of London 
Society — I.awyers — Judges — Visits to Lords Fitzwllliam, Leicester, 
Wharnclifie, Brougham— Association with Sydney Smith, Hatlsin, 
Mocaulay, Dean Milman, Rogers, and Talfourd. — The work also 
contains a full Journal which Sumner kept in Paris. 36^. 

Lindsay {W. -S.) History of Merchant Shipping and Ancient 
Commerce. Over 150 Illustrations, Maps and Charts. In 4 vols., 
demy Svo, cloth extra. Vols. 1 and 2, 2li. each ; vols. 3 and 4, 241. 
each ; 4 vols., 4/. lor, 

" Another sUndard work. '—Timet. 

Lianjack: a Story of Perilous Adventures amongst Wild Men 
and Beasts. Showing how Menageries are made. By P. T. BARNl/M- 
With Illustralions. Crown Svo. cloth extra, price &i. 

Little King ; or, the Taming of a Young Russian Count. By 
S. BlandV. Translated from the French. 64 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, cloth extra, gilt, Ji. 6rf. 

"Tbere is a SRsit deal wanh reading in lhi> hoa\i,''~I'iill Mall GaittU. 

Little Mercy ; or. For Better for Worse. By Maude Jeanne 
Franc, Author of "Marian," "Vermont Vale," &c., &c Small 
post Svo, cloth extra. 

Long (Col. C. Ckaille) Central Africa. Naked Truths of 
Naked People : an Account of Expeditions to Lake Victoria Nyania 
aitd the Mabraka Niam-Niam. Demy Svo, numerous Illustrations, iSr. 
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ZiOufs German Series. 

The attention of the Heads or Colleges and Schools is directed to 
this New Series of Gennan School Books, which has been projected 
with a view to supply a long-felt want, viz., thoroughly reliable Tent- 
Books, edited by German scholars of the highest rnnitation, at a price 
which will bring them within the reach of all. The Siries comprises : — 
I. The ninstrated Qermaa Primer. Being the easiest introdaction 

to the study of German for all beginners. Ij. 
z. The Childrea'B ovm O-erman Booh. A Selection of Amusing 

and Instructive Stories in Prose. Edited by Dr. A. L. Meissner, 

Professor of Modem Languages in the Queen's University in 

Ireland. Small post 8vo, doth, u. dd. 
. 3. The PiiBt Qarman Seader, £ar Oliildreu from Ten to 

Fourteen, Edited by Dr. A. L. Meissner. Small post Svo, 

cloth, ij, 6rf, 

4. Tbe Second OsTman Header. Edited by Dr. A. L. Meissner, 

Small post Svo, doth, is. &/. 
BuchkeinCs Deutsche Prosa. Two Volumsi, sold stfiaratdy : — 

5. Sohlller'a Pioaa. Containing Selections from the Prose Works 

of Scbiller, with Notes for English Students. By Dr. Bitchheim, 
Professor of the German Language and Literature, King's 
College, London. Small post Svo, 21. dd. 

6. Ooethe'B Proaa. Containing Selections from the Prose Worlu of 

Goeihe, with Notes for English Students, By Dr. Buchheim. 
Small post Svo, 31. f>d. 

Low's Standard Libf/iry of Travel and Adventure. Crown Svo, 

bound uniformly in doth extra, price 71. dd. 

1. The Oreat Lone Land. By W. F. BuTLER, C.B. 

2. The wad North Land. By \V. F. BuTi.ER, C.B. 

3. How I found Llvlnestone. By H. M. STANLEY. 

4. The Threshold of the Unknown ReKlon. By C. R. Mark- 

HAM, (4th Edition, with Additional Chapters, lOr. 6rf.) 

5. A Whaling Cmlae to Baffin's Boy and the Qnlf of Boothia. 

By A. H. Markham. 

6. Campalgnine on the Oxos. By J. A. MacGakan. 

7. Akim-£oo ; the Hiatory of a Failure. By Major W. F. 

Butler, C.B. 

8. Ooean to Ocean. By the Rev. George M. Grant. With 

Illustrations. 
L<nt/s Standard Novels. Crown Svo, 6s. each, cloth extra. 
Three Feathers. By William Black. 
A Dauerhter of Heth. i3ih Edition. By W. Black. With 

Frontispiece by F, Walker, A.R.A. 
mimony. A Novel. By W. BLACK. 
In Silk Attire. By W. Black. 
Alice Lorraine. By R. D. Blackmore. 
Loma Doone. By R. D. Blackmore. Sih Edition. 
Cradook Nowell. By R. D. Blackmore. 
Clara Yaughan. By R. D. Blackmore. 
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Lovfi Standard Novels, continued: — 

Ortpps tha Carrier. By R. D. Blackmore. 

tnnooent. By Mrs. Oliphast. Eight lUusttaiions. 

Work. A Story of Experience. By Louisa M. Alcott. Ulnstta- 

tions. Sa also Kose Library. 
Uiitress Jodlth. A Cambtidgeshire Story. By C. C. Frazek- 

lTev«r AgEdn. By Dr. MaYO, Author of "Kaloolah." 
HlBOty-Throo. By Victor Hugo. Numerous Illustrations. 
Hy WUe and I. By Mrs. Beecher Stowe. 
Lou/s Handbook to the Charities of London for 1877. Edited 
■ ■ - ■ " ■ - -- MON, F.S.S., Ed" 
U Suburbs," %LC 



'MACGAHAN {/. A.) Campaigning on the Oxus, and the 
-^'^ Fall of Khiva. With Map and numerous lUusttitions, 4lh Edition, 

small post 8vo, cloth extra, 71. (td. 
Under the Northern Lights; or, the Cruise of the 

" Pandora." With Illustrations. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, iSi. 
Macgregor {John) "Rob Hoy" on the Baltic. 3rd Edition, 

small post Svo, 21. dd. 

A Thousand Miles in the '^ Sob Hoy'' Canoe, nth 

Edition, small post Svo, 2s. f>d. 

Description of the " Jiob Roy" Canoe, with Plans, &c., 

The Voyage Alone in tlie Yawl ^^ Rob Roy'' 2nd Edition, 

small post Svo, 51. 
MarkhaTn (A. H.) A Whaling Cruise to Baffin's Bay and the 

Gulf of Boothia. With an Account of the Rescue of the Crew of 

the " Polaris." 3rd Edition, crown Svo, z Maps and Illustrations, 

doth. Is. td. 
Markham (C. .ff.) The Tlireshold of the Unknown Region. 

Crown Svo, with Four Maps, 4th Edition, with AdnUtional Chaplers. 

Cloth extra, 101. bd. 
Maury {Commander) Physical Geography of the Sea, and its 

Meteorology. Beiog a Reconstruction and Enlargement of his former 

Work, with Charts and Diagrams. New Edition, crown Svo, 6j. 
Men of Mark : a Gallery of Permaftent Photographic Portraits 

ai the most Eminent Men of the Day taken from Life. In Monthly 

Parts, price l.r. 61^. 

Vols. I. and II. for 1876 and 1S77, containing 36 

Portraits each, 410, cloth extra, gilt, i^s. 

Mercy Pkilbrick's Choice. Small post Svo, 31. ^d. 

"The itury is of a high character, and the play of feeliag ii very subdlely and 
cleverly wixH^t ouL" — British Quarttrly Rtvirui. 
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Michael Strogoff. 10s. 64. A^ Verne. 

Afistress Judith. A Cambridgeshire Story. By C. C. Fbaser- 
Tyti.ek, Author of "Jasmine Leigh " A New and Cheaper Edition 
in I vol,, small posi Svo, clolh extra, 6j'. 

Mohr {E.) To the Victoria Falls of the Zambesi. By Edward 
MoHR, Translated by N. D'Anv£ks. Numerous Woodcut Illustra- 
lions, four beautiful Chromo-lithographs and a Map. Svo, cloth, 2^$. 

Mongolia, Travels in. See Prejavalsky. 

Montaign^s Essays. See Gentle Life Series. 

My Brother Jack; or, The Story of WhatSyecallem. Written 
hy HimselE From the Fiench of Alpho.nse Daudet. Illustrated 
bjr P, PdlLirpOTEAUX. Square imperial l6mo, cloth extra, 7^. W. 

To' WhM- ™™y.Sal1.''im) M wKsf wa^a name : 
But especially ThLogamy-jig." — HttniiHg qfihe Snitrk. 

My Rambles in the New World. By Lucien Biart, Author of 
" The Adventures pf a Young Naturalist." Translated by Mary de 
Hauteville. Crown Svo, cloth extra. Numerous Full-page Illualra- 
lions, 7^. hd. 

ATA PO LEON I., Secolleetions of By Mrs. Abell. 3rd 

■^ * Edition. Demy Svo, with Steel Portrait and Woodcuts, cloth 
gilt, Itw. &/. 

Napoleon III. in Exile. Posthumous Works and Unpub- 
lished Ault^aphs. Collected and arranged by Count de la 
Chafelle. Sv(i, cloth extra, 14;. 

New Ireland. By A. M. Sullivan, M.P. for Louth, i vols., 
demy Svo, dotli extra, 301. One of the main objects which the 
Auliior has had in view in writing this work has been to lay before 
England and the world a true and feithful history of Ireland, or rather 
a series of descriptive sketches of the numerous eventful episodes in 
Ireland's career during the last quarter of a century. 

Neiu Testament. The Authorized English Version ; with 
various readings from the most celebrated Manuscripts, in Eaglisb. 
With Notes by the Editor, Dr. Tischendorf. Cloth flexible, gilt 
eiJges, zr. 61/. ; cheaper style, it. ; or sewed, is. W. 

Noble Words and Noble Deeds. Translated from the French of 
E. MuLi.ER, by Dora Leigh. Containing many Full-page Illustra- 
tions by Philippoteaux. Square imperial l6mo, cloth extra, is. f>d. 
"This is a book which will delight the yuunir. ... We cannot imagine a nicer 
present than this book for children." — StandariL 
•• Is certain 10 become a favourile with young peop1e."-C«rt Journal. 

Notes and Sketches of an Architect taken during a Journey in the 

North-West of Europe. Translated from the French of Felix Nar. 

joux. z 14 Full -page and other Illustrations. Demy Svo, clolh extra, i6j. 

" Hit book i& vivadous and somelimu brilliant It is admiiably piinled anil 

maiualcd."— £ n'/uj Quarltrfy Rrvirui. 
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Notes on Fish and Fishing. By the Rev. J. J. Manlev, M.A. 
Wilh Illustrations, crown Svo, cloth extra, leatherette binding, loi. 6tf. 

" He has Ji pagE for cve^ day m'ihe year, or Dearly io, aod iheie is nal a dull 
one among!. Atmr—NofetandQiirUs. 

" Bt^hUy and plaisanlly'w^l^"— 7o*« bSI 

f~\CEAN to Ocean: Sandford Flemings Expedition through 
^^ Canada in 1872. By the Rev. George M. Grant. With Illustra- 
tions. Revised and enlarged, Clieaper Edition, crown Svo, cloth, 71. td. 

Old-Fashioned Girl. See Alcott. 

Old ■ Masters. Da Vinci, Bartolomeo, Michael Angelo, 

Romagna, Carlo Doici, &c., Slc. Reproduced in Photography from 

Engravings in the British Museum, nith Bii^raphical Notices, by 

Stephen Thompson. Impaial folio, cloth eilra, 3/. \y. dd. 
Oleographs. Catalogue and price Hsts post free on application. 
Oliphant {Mrs.) Innocent. A Tale of Modem Life. By Mrs. 

Oliphant, Author of " The Chronicles of Carlingford," itc, &c. 

With Eight Full-page Illustrations, small post Svo, cloth extra, 6f. 
On Horseback through Asia Minor. By Capt. Fred Burnaby, 

Royal Horse Guards, Author of "A Ride to Khiva." 2 vols., demy 

Svo, with three Maps and Portrait of Author, cloth extra, 381. Thi.; 

work describes a ride of over aooo miles through the heart of Asia 

Minor, and gives an account of five months with Turks, Circassians, 

Christiaiis, and Devil-worshippers. 6th Edition. 
Our Little Ones in Heaven. Edited by the Rev. H. Robbins. 

With Frontispiece after Sir Joskua Reynolds. Fcap., cloth extra. 

New Edition — the 3rd, with Illustrations, Sj. 
Out of School at Eton. Being a collection of Poetry and Prose 

Writings. By Some Present Etonians. Fep. Svo, cloth, 3^. &/. 

pA/NTERS of All Schools. By Louis Viardot, and other 

■* Writeis. 500 pp., super-royal Svo, 20 Full-page and 70 smaller 

Engravings, cloth extra, 2Sj. A New Edition is now being issued 

in Half-crown parts, with fifty additional portraits. 

*'AhaDdsoii» voluTHf, full of infonnation and sound cnti(um."'—7'('Mf f- 

"AlEnoalan encycIopsdiaofpuDling. .... It may be recomjuendedaa ahaiidy 

and elegant guide In begin ntrs in ihe study of die history oiij%.~—Saticrdiiji Revirw. 

Palliser {Mrs.} A History of Lace, from the Earliest Period. 
A New and Revised Edition, wilh additional cuts and text, upwards 
of 100 Illustrations and coloured Designs, i vol, Svo, 3rd Edition, i/. \s. 

" One of the moBC readable hooks of Ihe season : permanently valuable, always in- 
cetcidaE.orieDarnuHng, andnolinfcnor jnalllhe cuentia1sDfagibbook."-^7fmH. 

■ •— — Historic Devices, Sadges, and War Cries. Svo, 1/. is. 
- ^e China CoUecioi's Pocket Companion. With upwards 

of 1000 Illustrations of Marks and Monograms. 2nd Edition, with 

Additions. Small post Svo, limp cloth, U. 
'■ Wo scarcely need add thil a noie Iruslworthy and convenient handbook doei 

not exist, and thai others besides ouiselves will feel grateful to Mrs. Palii^t for the 

care and slcill she has bestowed upon \l."~Acadiiiif. 
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Ptiita Lecons de Conversation et de Grammaire : Oral and 

Conversaliooal Method ; being Little Lessons iutroducing the most 
Useful Topics of Daily Conversation, the French Verbs (Regular and 
Irr^^lar} upon an entirely new principle, Anecdotes and Correspond- 
ence, &c. By !■'. TuLiEN, French Master at King Edward the 
Sixth's Gnmmar School, BJtniingham. Crown 8vo, cloth, 31. 6d. 

Phelps (Miss) Gates Ajar. 3amo, 6d. 

Men, Women, and Ghosts, izmo, sewed, is. dd. ; cl., 2S. 

hedged In. izmo, sewed, is. 6d.; cloth, 2S. 

Silent Partner. 51. 

Trottfs Wedding Tour. Small post 8vo, 3J. 6d. 

What to Wear. Fcap, 8vo, fancy boards, is. 

Phillips (L.) Dictionary of Biographical Reference. 8vo, 

U. I IJ. td. 

Phipson. {Dr. T. L.) Familiar Letters on some Mysteries oj 
Nature and Discoveries in Science. Crown Svo, cloth extra, "Jt. (xi. 

Photography {ffistofy and Handbook of). See Tissandier. 

Picture Gallery of British Art {The). 38 Beautiful and Per- 
manent Photc^aphs after the most celebrated English Painters. 
With Descriptive Letterpress. Vols. 1 to 5, cloth extra, l&i. each. 
Each separate and complete in itself. 

Hke {N. ) Sub- Tropical Rambles in the Land of the Aphanapteryx. 

In I vol, demy Svo, l&r. Profusely Illustrated from the Author's 
own Sketches. Also with Maps and Meteorological Charts. 

Plutarch's Lives. An Entirely New and Library Edition. 
Edited by A. H. Clough, Esq. 5 vols., Svo, 3!. loj,; half-morocco, 
gilt top, 3/. Also in I voL, royal Svo, Soo pp., cloth extra, iSr. ; 
half-bound. 2lx. 

Morals. Uniform with Clough's Edition of " Lives of 

Plutarch." Edited by Professor GooDWlK. j vols., Svo, 3/. 31. 

Poetns of the Inner Life. New Edition, with many additional 

Poems, inserted by permission of the Authors. Small post Svo, cloth, Sj. 

Polar Expeditions. See Koldewey, Markham, MacGahan. 

Practical (A) Handbook to the Principal Schools of England. 
By C. E. Pascoe. Showing the cost of living at the Great Schools, 
Scholarships, &c, &c. Crown Svo, cloth extra, y. td. 
"This ii an uncdingly useful work, and ong thai W3S much wanud."— 

Preces Veterum. Collegit et edidit Joannes F. France. Crown 
8vo, cloth, red edges, y. 

Prefevalsky {N. M.) Thtvels in Mongolia. By N. M. Prf.je- 
VALSKY, Lieutenant -Colonel, Russian Staff. Translated by E. Delmab 
Morgan, F.R.G.S., and Annotated by Colonel Vole, C.B, zvols., 
demy Svo, cloth extra, numerous Illustrations and Maps, 2I. zr. 

Preu {M. T.) German Primer. Square cloth, 2S. (>d. 
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Price (Sir Rom, Bart.). See The Two Americas. 

Prince Ritto ; or, The Four-leaved Shamrock. By Fanny W. 

CuRREV. With lo Full-page Facsimile Reproduction?^ of Original 

Drawings t^ Helen O'Hara. Demy 4to, dmh extra, gilt, loj. 6<f. 
Publisher^ Circular (M^), and General Record of British and 

Foreign Literature. Giving a transcript of the title.page of every 

work published in Great Britain, and every work of interest published 

abroad, with lists of all the publishing-honses. 

Published on the 1st and isth of every Month, and forwarded post 

free to all parts of the world on payment ol %s. per annum. 
Purdy {W.) The City Life, a Review of Finance and Commerce. 

Crown Evo, cloth, ^s. fid. 

DALSTON (W. £. S.) Early Russian History. Four 

■* *■ Lectures by W. R, S. RAI.STON, M.A. Crown Svo, cloth eitra, y. 

Read (S.) Leaves from a Sketch Book. Pencillings of Travel at 

Home and Abroad. By Sauijel Read. Royal 410, contaiaing about 

130 Engravings on Wood, doth extra, 251, 

Recollections of Samuel Breck, with Passages from his Note- 

Books{i77i— 1862). EditedbyH. E. SCUDDER. Cr. 8vo,cl., lOr. 6a'. 
Retzseh {M.) Outlines to Butter's Ballads. 15 Etchings by 

MoRlTZ Retzsch. With Text and Notes. Oblong 4to, cloth, xaa.dd. 
Outlines to Gotth^s Faust. Etchings by Moritz 

Retzsch. 26 Etchings. Oblong 410, cloth extra, las. dd. 
Outlines to Schillei's "Fight with the Dragon," and 

"Fridolin." a6 Etchings. Oblong 4to, cloth, loj. dd. 
Outlines to Schiller's " Lay of the Bell." 42 Etchings. 

With Lord Lylton's Translation. Oblong 4to, cloth, 10s. iid. 
Rose in Bloom. See Alcott, 
Rose Library (The). Popular Literature of all countries. Each 

volume, IS. ; dolh, aj. M. Many of the Volumes are Illusttated, 

The following is a list : — 

I. S«a-anll Bock. By Jules Sandeau. Illustrated. 

1. Little Women. By Louisa M. Alcott. 

3. IJttle Women Wedded. Forming a Sequelto "Utile Women." 

4. The Hooae on Wheels. By Madame d& 5toi.z. Illustrated. 
;. Zilttle Men. By Louisa M. Alcoit. 

6. The Old-Fashioned Qirl. By Louisa M. Alcott. Double 

vol,, 2J, ; cloth, Jr, 6if, 

7. The Mistreai of the Manas. By J, G. HOLLAND. 

8. Ttmothy Tltcomb'a IiSttara to 7oiui? People, Single aiLd 

HtuTled. 

9. TT&dine, and the Two Cwitatns. By Baron De La Mottb 

FouQUfi. A New Translation by F. E, Bunnett. Illustrated. 
ic Drazy Ulller'B Dowry, and the Elder's Wife. By Saxe 

II. The Four OoM Piece*. By Madame Gouraud. Numerous 
Illustrations. 
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Rose Library {The), continuti: — 

12. Work, A Story of Experience. First PortLon, By Louisa M. 

Alcott. 

13. BerlnnlnB AnlD. Being a Continuation of "Work." By 

Louisa M. Alcott. 

14. PiocioU ; or, the Prison F1ot«t. By X. B. SainteNE. 

Numerous Graphic Illustrations. 

15. Robert' B Holidays. Illustrated. 

16. The Two Children of St. Domlnfro. Numerous Itlustrations. 

17. Aunt Jo's Sci&p BhiB'. 

18. Stowe (Mrs H, B.) The Pearl of Orr'» Islftnd, 
19. The Blinlster'ji WooItiB'. 

20. Betty's Bright Idea, 

21. The Qhost In the MIU. 

2Z. CBptain Zldd's Honey. 

23. We and our Neighbours. Double vol., 2r. Post Kvo, 

cloth, 3/, 61/. 
24- My ^1*0 aad I- Double vol., 2s. Post 8vo, cloth, y. (xi. 

25. Hans Brlnker ; or, the Silver Skates. 

26. Lowell's Uy Study Window. 

27. Holmea (O. W.) The Quaidian Ansel. 

aS. Warner (C. D.) My Sununor in a Garden. 

29. Hitherto. By the Author of "TheGayivorthys." I vols., u.each. 

30. Helen's Babies. By their Latest Victim. 

31. The Barton Experiment. By the Author of "Helen's Babies." 
Rvssell {W. H., LL.D.) !%( Tour of the Prince of Wales in 

India, and his Visits to the Courts of Greece, Egypt, Spain, and 
Portugal. By W. H. Russell, LL.D. Illustrated by Sydney 
P. Hall, M.A. Super-royal 8vo, doth extra, gilt edges, 52J. 6d.; 
Large Paper Edition, 841. 

QCHWEINFURTHiDr. G.) 77u Heart of Africa ; or. Three 

*~^ Years' Travels and Adventures In its Unexplored Regions. By Dr. 

G. ScHWEiMFORTH. Translated by Ellen E. Fbewbk.' a vols., 

8vo, with 130 Woodcuts from Drawings made by the Anthor, and a 

Maps, 2nd Edition, 42X. 

Artes Africans. Illustrations and Descriptions of 

Productions of the Natural Arts of Central African Tribes. With 26 
Lithographed Plates, imperial 4to, boards, 281. 
Sea-Gull Rock. "^ Jules Sandeau, of the French Academy, 
Translated by Robert Black, M.A. With 79 very beautiful Wood- 
cuts. Royal i6mo, cloth extra, gilt edges, is. dd. Cheaper Edition, 
cloth gilt, IS. dd. Sei also Rose Library. 

Seonee .- Sporting in the Satpura Range of Central India, and in 
the Valley ofthe Nerbudda. By R. A. Sterndale, F.R.G.S. 8vo, 
with nume^vus Illustmlions, 2nd Edition, 211, 
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Shoofifig: its Appliances, Practice, and Purpose. By James 
Dalzibl Dougall, F.S.A., F.Z.A. Author of "Scollisli Field 
Sports," &a Ciown Svo, cloth extra, lat. (td. 

"TbebookisMlininibleineveryway. .... Wi»ish[levcry aiicctss."— ffW/. 

"A very complele tmtifit, , , , , Likely ld Uke high tank aa an amboriLy on 
Bhooling."— i>d*/j' Nfws. 

Silent Hour {T%e). See Gentle Life Series. 

Silver Pitchers. See Alcott. 

Six Hundred Robinson Crusoes ; or. The Voyage of the Golden 

Fleece. A true Stoty for old and young. By Gilbert Mortimek, 

Illustrated. Post Svo, cloth extra, 51. 
Sketches from, an Ariisfs Portfolio. By Sydney P, Hall. 

About 60 Facsuniles of his Sketches during Travels in various parts of 

Europe. Folio, cloth extra, 3/. 3^. 

" A pottfolio which any one m]£ht be gtad lo call their own." — Thnes- 

Sketches of Life and Scenery in Australia. By a Twenty-five 
Years' Kesident, l vol., crown Svo, cloth extra, (ss. 

Sleepy Sketcltes ; or, How we Live, and How we Do Not Live. 
From Bombay. I voL, small post Svo, cloth, 6s. 
" Weli-wiilten and amusing sketches of Indian society."— JWomiVW'oj/. 

Smith (G.) Assyrian Explorations and Discoveries. By thelate 
George Smith. Illustrated by Photographs and Woodcuts. Demy 
Svo, 6th Edition, iSi. 

— The Chaldean Account of Genesis. Containing the 
Description of the Creation, the Fall of Man, the Deluge, the Tower 
of Babel, the Times of the Patriarchs, and Nimrod; Babjrlonian 
Fables, and L^ends of the Gods; from the Cuneiform Inscriptions. 
By the late G. Smith, British Museum. Aathor of "History of 
Assurbanipal," ".Assyrian Discoveries," Sc, &c. With many Illus- 
trations. Demy Svo, cloth extra, Sth Edition, i6j. 

Snow-Shoes and Canoes ; or, the Adventures of a Fur-Hunter 
in Ibe Hudson's Bay Territory. By W. H. G. Kingston. 2nd 
Edition. With numerous lUustrations. Square crown Svo, cloth 
extra^ gilt, ^s. dd. 

Spain. Illustrated by Gustave Dor^. Text by the Baron 
Ch. D'AviLLiEE. Containing over 240 Wood Engravings by Dor£, 
half of them being Full-page size. Imperial 4to, elaborately bound 
in cloth, extra gilt edges, 3/. 31. 
Notice.— iV™S!r;>r, cainmiKcrd N<niin:ifr vl. Frier Our Shilling, Mmthlf. 

St. Nicholas for 1878. The First Number of the New 
Series of the above Magazine commenced November ist, and on 
December ist a New Story by Louisa M. Alcott, entitled " Under 
■ the Lilacs," will be commenced. This New Series will also be 
embellished with a new and vety beautiful cover, deagned by Mr. 
Walter Crane. 

Stanley (H M.) How / Found Livingstone. Crown Svo, doth 

extra, -Js. 6d. ; demy Svo, lOi. W. 
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Stanley {ff.M.) " My Kalulu" Prince, King, and Slave. A Story 
from Central Africa. CiownSvo, about 430 pp., with numerous graphic 
Illustrations, after Original Designs by the Author. Cloth, 71. 6fl\ 

Coomassit and Magdala. A Story of Two British 

Campaigns in Africa. Demy Svo, with Maps and Illustrations, iCu. 
and Edition. 

Sterndah (P. A.). See Seonee. 

Storey's {Justice) Works. See Low's American Catalogue. 

Story without an End. From the German of Carov^, by the late 
Mis. Sarah T. Austin, Crown 4to, with 15 Exquisite Drawings 

S! E. V. B,, printed in Colours in Facsimile of the original Water 
olours ; and numerous other Illnstrations. New Edition, 7^. &/. 

square 4to, with Illustrations by Harvey. 2s. 6d. 

Stowe {Mrs. Beecher) Dred. Tauchnitz Edition, i zmo, 3^. f>d.; 
also in boards, u. 

Footsteps of the Master. With Illustrations and red 

borders. Small post Svo, doth extra, ds. 

Betty's Bright Idea. 

• My Wife and I; or. Marry Hendersoris History. 

Small post Svo, cloth extra, ds." 

Minister's Wooing, 51. ; Copyright Series, 11. 6d.; cl., 2S,* 

Old Town Folk. 6s. ; Cheap Edition, ss. 6d. 

Old Toitm Fireside Stories. Cloth extra, y. 6d. 

JVe and Our Neighbours, i vol., small post Svo, 61. 

Sequel to "My Wife and I," • 

Pink and White Tyranny. Small post Svo, 3J. 6d. ; 

Cheap Edition, is. &d. and 2s. 

■ Queer Little People, u. ; doth 2j. 

Chimney Comer, is. ; doth, is. 6d. 

The Pearl of Orr's Island. Crown Svo, 5^.* 

'— — Little Pussey WiUow. Fcap., is. 

Woman in Sacred History. Illustrated with 15 Chromo- 
lithographs and about 200 pages of Letleiptess, Demy 4to, doth 
extra, gilt edges, ay. 

■ Sa alio Rose library. 

' Street Life in London. Ey J. Thomson, F.R.G.S., and Adolphe 
SMrrn. Each Monthly Part, 4(0 siie, in Wrapper, price ii. (xi., 
contorts Tluee Permanent Photographs, taken from Life expressly for 
this Periodical. Volume for 1B77, 25^. 

■«■ The object of the Work is ID present ID IhscEadcT some account of tliepre- 
ficor coqdidon of London Stnet Folic, and to supply I, series of &ilhfu1 piclures 

Sullivan (A.M., M.P.). See New Ireland. 
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Sumtner Holiday in Scandinavia (A). By K L. L. Arnold. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, lo>. 6d. 
Sumner (Hon. Charles). See Life and Letters, 

7'AUCHmTZS English Editions of German Authors. 
Each volume, cloth flexible, 2s. ; or sewed, u, &/. Catali^ues post 
free on application. 
Textbook (A) of Harnumy. For the Use of Schools and 

Students. By the late C. E, Horslev. Revised by WestlEY 
RiCHAKDS and W. H. Calcott. Small post 8vo, cloth, y. bd. 

Thebes, and its Five Greater Temples. See Abney. 

'Thomion (J".) T7ie Straits of Malacca, Indo-China, and China; 
or. Ten Years' Travels, Adventures, and Residence Abroad. By T. 
Thomson, F.R-G.S., Author of "Illustrations of China and its 
People." Upwards of 60 Woodcuts, from the Author's own Photo- 
graphs and Sketches. Demy Svo, cloth extra, 211. 

Tliome (E.) The Queen of the Colonies ; or, Queensland as I 
saw it. t vol., with Map, bs. 

Ticknor (George), Life, Letters, and Journals. 2 vols., crown 
Svo, cloth extra, 2Ij. 
" No matter what your ptculiar taste in thit style of compo^lioD, no matter what 

Sour ranee of acquirement, rest assured that vou will rise from the careful pemsal of 
ii journals and correapondence with a Lively sense of sel^^aEis^cIioD, amused, in- 
structed, and (we will venture to add) improved. "—^H^riwffJfra'Km. 

Tissandier (Gaston) A History and Handbook of Photography. 
Translated from the French of Gaston Tissandjer ;edited by J. 
Thomson, F.B.G.S. Imperial i6mo, over 300 pages, and 75 Wooil 
Engravings and a Frontispiece, cloth extra, fet. 

"This work should Bnd a place on the shelves of every pholographer's [ibtary."— 
Tht BHtiik jimrmil sf Pkolr^graphy. 

.i.n.-. . _ . 1 L ._ JL..1. ...■■■ .__j 'sc phofi^raphy on '"" "" — ' 

^iia'. J^Tru 
Trollope (A>i Harry Heathcote of GangoH. A StMy of Bush 

Lire in Australia. With Graphic Illustrations. In i voL, small post, 

cloth extra, 2nd Edition, 51. 
Turkistan. Notes of a Journey in the Russian Provinces of 

Central Asia and the Khanates of Bokhara and Kokand. By Euoene 

ScHVVLEH, Secietaiy to the American L^ation, St. Petersburg. 

Numerous Illustrations, zvols, demy Svo, cl. extra, 5thEdi:oi. 
T^o Americas ; being an Account of Sport and Travel, with 

Notes on Men and Maiuteis in North and South Amerira. By Sir 

Rose Price, Bart Demy Svo, witli Illustrations, doth extra, 

2nd Edition, iSc. 

iono! W (^■^«-°""""" "'"" 00 » ic given us so muc peasure. 

Tivo Supercargoes {The) ; or. Adventures in Savage Africa. 
"y W. H. G. Kingston. Square imperial i6mo, clo;h extra, ■}!. da. 
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Vem^s i/ules) Works. Translated from the French, with 
from 50 to 100 Illustratlong. Each cloth extra, gilt ed^^s — 
Large post &vo, price 10s. 6d. eoik — 

1. Fur Country. 

2. Twenty Thousand Iieasnea nndsr the Sea. 

3. From the Earth to the Uoon, and a Trip round It. 

4. Uiohael Strofrolf, the Oonrler of the Ozar. 

5. Hector Sarvadao. 

Imperial idmo, price "js. dd. each — 
I. FiTB Weeks in a, BaUoon. 

z. AdventureB of Three En^Ushnksn and Three Russians in 
South Africa. 

3. Around the World in Eighty Says. 

4. A Floatlne- City, and the Blockade Runners. 

5. Dr. Oz'a Hxpetiment, Uaster Zacharina, A Drama In the 

Air, A Winter amid the Ice, &o. 

6. The Snrriyora of the " Chancellor." 

I; SSS.S""""""*- \ti. ».,««... i..„d. 3..1... 

g. Secret of the Island. j *^* °^' 

10, The Child of the Cavern. 

The following Cheaper Editions are issued with a few of the 
Illustrations, in handsome paper wrapper, price \s. ; cloth, 
gilt, 2s. each. 
t. Adyenturea of Three EnKUabmen and Three BoMtaus in 

South Africa. 
3. Five Weeks in a Balloon. 

3. A Floating City. 

4. The Blockade Snnuers. 

5. From the Earth to the Uoon. 

6. Around the Uoon. 

7. Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea. Vol. I. 

8. Vol. II. The two pacts in one, cloth, gill, 31. &/. 

9. Around the World in Eighty Days. 

10. Dr. Ox's Experiment, and Master Zaohariua. 

11. Uartin Fas, the Indian Patriot. • 

12. A Winter amid the Ice. 

13. The Fur Country. Vol. I. 

14. Vol. II. Both parts in one, cloth gilt, 3s. W. 

TJupuilicmiaiiiiidfyiicarr/Hlteardcr'LDves Authob's EomoHS. 

JA/ALLER {Rev. C. H.) Tht Names on the Gates of Pearl, 
'^ and other Studies. By the Rev. C. H. Waller, M.A. Crown - 
8vo, cloth extra, ds. 
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Waller {Rev, C. If.) A Grammar and Analytical Vocabulary of 
the Words in the Greek Testament. Compiled from Briidet's Concar- 
(lance. For ttie use of Divinity Students and Greek Testament Classes. 
By the Rev, C. 11. Waller, M.A.,Ia(e Scholarlof University College, 
Oxford. Tutor of the Ijjndon CoUege of Divinity, St. John's Hall, 
Highbury. Part I., The Grammar. Small post Svo, cloth, zs. bd. 

Warburton's {Col. Egertott) Journey across Australia. With 
Iltusttattons and a Map. Demy Svo, cloth, l&i. 

Westropp-{H. M.) A Manual of Precious Stones and Antique 
Gems. By Hodder M. Wbstropp, Author of "The Traveller's 
Art Companion," " Pre-Historic Phsses," &c. Numerous Illustrations. 
Small post Svo, cloth extra, &r. 

Whitney {Mrs. A. D. T.) The Gayworthyt. Small post Svo, 

Faith Gartney. Small post Svo, 31. 6rf. And in Low's 

Cheap Series, 1.1. (>d. and ts. 

Real Folks. 1 2ino, crown, 3J. dd. 

Hitherto. Small post Svo, 3^. dd. and as. 6d. 

■ — Sights and Insights. 3 vols., crown Svo, 31J. 6d. 

Summer in Leslie Goldthwait^s Life. Small post Svo, 

. Z!- ^- 

77ie Other Girls. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 3J. dd. 

We Girls. Small post Svo, 3^. dd. ; Cheap Edition, 

Ii. dd. and IS. 

Woolsey {C. D., LL.D.) Introduction to the Study of Inter- 
national Law ; designed as an Aid in Teaching and in Historical 
Studies. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 8j. dd. 

Worcester's (pr.) New and Greatly Enlarged Dictionary of the 
English language. Adapted for Library or College Reference, com- 
prising 40,000 Words more Ih;n Johnson's Dictionary. 4to, cloth, 
1834 pp., price 3IJ-. bd. well bound ; ditto, half morocco, a/, zs. 

World of Comets. By A. Guilleuin, Author of "The 
Heavens." Translated and edited by James Glaisher. F.R.S. 
I vol., super-royal 8vo, with numerous 'Woodcut Illustrations, and 3 
Chromo-lithographs, cloth extra, 3IJ. dd. 

yENOPHON'S Anabasis. A Literal Translation, by G. B. 
■'^ Wheeler. BookS I to HI. Crown Svo, boards, 2j. 
. Books I. to VII. Boards, 3J. dd. 
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FAMILUR HISTORY OP BRITISH PISHES. 
bk frank buckland, 

Inspector of Salmon Fislienes for England and Wales, 

WITH UPWARDS OF 130 ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 5». 



SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE; 

liONDOH: 77, OSEAT QUSGH .SiSBET, LiHCOUI'S IXH FlEUtS, W.C. ; i, BOYAL 
EXOHANOI, B.C.; AND 48, FICOADILI.Y, W. 

SHOOTING: 

Its Appliances, Practice, and Purpose. 

Bt Jaubb Ualzibl Dovoall, F.S.A., F.Z.A. 
Autlior of " Soodisb Field Sport*," Ac. Crown 8vo, cloth entra, lOt. 6d. 

NEW WOEK BY THE AUTHOR OF "THE FEEN PARADISE." 

THE FERN WORLD, 

Bt Fhabcis Geoboe Hbath, 

Author of " The Pern Paradise," " The English Peasantrj." &c. 
The Wort is iUuBtrnted Iw 12 Coloured Plates, giving complete Figures (S4 ir 



Low's Standard Library of Travel £ Adventure. 

Crown 3vo, bound uniforroly in cloth extra, price 7t. 6d. 

1. The Great Lcm» I^iid. Bj W. F. Bdtlkb, C.B. 

2. ThB Wild North I.and. By W. F. Builbb, C.B. 

3. How Z found Iilvlugstona. B; H. M. Stanlbt. 

4. The Thiaattald of the Unknown SoKion. By C. Jt. Markhak. (4tii 

EdiUoQ, with Additional Chapters, lOf. 6d.) 

5. A Whallnsr Oruiae to BaSn'a Sa,y and the Chilph of Boothia. 

By A. H. Mabkhah. 

6. CamvaigninK on the Oxus. By J. A..MaoGahah. 

7. Akim-foo: the KUtory of a FaUtm. By Uajob W, F. Bvtlbb, C.B. 



LoBDOS; SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEAELE, & EIVINGTON, 

Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet Street. 
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